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A Summary, Hiftorical and Political, of 
the firft Hanting, progreffive Improve- 
ments, and prefent State of the Britilh 
Setdements in North-America. 



VOL. 11. Part I. 

A Supplement to the firft Volume; 
And Introduftion to the fecond Volume. 

I HE writer of this hiftoricaj fummary, does 



not afFedt a ftudied elegancy. Tliis is a plain 



J narrative of inconteftible fafts delivered with 
freedom, a colledion or common-place of 
many years obfcrvations, defigned at firft only for the 
writer's private amufement or remembrancer j but at 
the defire of fome friends it is publifhed for th^benefit 
of the publick, and for the ule of future hiftorians^ 
Deus iiobis haSc ocia fecit. As the writer is independent, 
being in no publick office, no ringleader of any party, 
or fa£tion j what he writes may be deemed impartial : 
Jf fa(5ls related in truth, offend any governor, commo- 
dore, or other great officer, he will not renounce im- 
partiality and become fycophant. 

Vol. if. B K^ 



2 A Summary, Historical and Political, &c. 

As this fummary has been difcontinued many nfionths 
from an * incident which may in courfc be mentioned 
by way of a digreflional amufement •, I find myfelf in- 
clined to continue the hiftory of fundry affairs down to 
this time, April 1750. 

I. The naval affairs upon the continent coaft of Britifh 
North- America. Here f ends (a peace being concluded 
at Aix la Chapelle) our naval wars with France and Spain 
upon the coaft of North- America; the peace of Aix la 
Chapelle was figned Oftober 7th, 1748, and proclaimed 
in Bofton, May 10, 1749. 

In autumn 1 747, Commodore Kn — les arrived in the 
harbour of Bofton with a fquadron of men of war from 
Louifbourg of Cape- Breton, ordered all our 4- men of war 
ftationed for the proteftion of the North- American trade, 
to join him at Bofton to profecute fome fecret expedition 
againft the French and Spaniards in the gulph of Mexico 5 
the reduftion of St. Jago de Cuba was the principal de- 
fign, and was not effeftuated ; but en paffant, he happened 
to furprize the French fort of Port Louis of the ifland 
of Hifpaniola, and had the better in a fea engagement 
with a Spanifh fquadron off the Havannah of the ifland 
of Cuba; thefe occurrences are not within the limits 
of our hiftory, which is confined to the Britifh conti- 
nent fettlements in North- America ; and the admiral 

Kn *s conduct in thefe expeditions, as it is faid, is 

now upon the carpet at home. Our coaft being thus 
left naked in May 1748, about fourteen French and Spa- 

♦ The great man of the province for the time being, finding that 
the writer, though of his perfonal acquaintance, was not a fycophant, 
bat wrote trani actions with a true and impartial freedom, endeavour- 
ed that his own management might remain obfcure, and not flare 
himfelf and the publick in the face ; this he attempted in many forms, 
in diverting, impeding, or rather defeating this publick-fpirited la- 
borious undertaking. 

f The fea bickerings of Georgia and St. Auguftine arc left to the 
fedlion of Georgia. 

4. They were only frigates, not fit for line of battle, or for bat- 
terjDg of land forts. 

nilh 
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iNTRODUCTIOif to VciL. It. | 

nilh privateers were roving from Soutb-Garolina to New- 
York : They failed up Delaware bay and river fo high 
as New-Caftle^ and with their armed boats to within five 
miles of Philadelphia : Philadelphia news- papers fay, 
foreign trade is now at a (land, ni^d the port as much 
(hut up as if the river was frozen/* In Chefaepeak bay 
of Virginia they went fo high as Repahanock river and 
carried off feveral fhips. In September 1 748 two Spanifli 
privateers failed up Cape-Fear river of North-Carolina, 
landed Men, plundered Brunfwick, took poflelTion of 
fix veflels, but from fome cafual difafters^ thcyfoon re- 
turned down the river. Here was a fine opportunity 
given to the French and Spaniards to plunder our conti- 
nent ports, or put them to high contributions 5 but the 
French and Spanifh pufilanimity favoured us. 

II. A treaty df peace with the || Abnaquie or eaftern 
Indians. Or, rather the formal fubmiffion of thefc Indi- 
ans by their delegates to the government of New-England. 
Vol. I. p. 564, ended our account of the late French and 
Indian incurfions in New-England ; fince that account, 
there have been only fome fmall damages done by a few 
fcattered Indian banditti. 

As this Indian treaty or fubmiffion to King Ge or ob 
II. is very plain, eafy, and voided of fome antiquated wild 
fooleries which ufually accompany fuch affairs, we ihall 
infcft it here by way of a fpccimen of Indian treaties. 

I The St. John*s Indian.^ of Nova-Scotia, ate of the Abnaquie 
nation, but were not in the congrcfs, becaufe lately they feem 
chiefly to aflbciate with the Mikmake Indians of Nova- Scotia. — The 
Pigwaket tribe of Abnaquie are almofl extind, they did not engajre 
in this war, but retired and lived amongft the Englifh, during t^e 
War, in the county of Plymouth ; fourteen of theoi, men, women 
and children, were prefent at this congrefs The Mafifafluck In- 
dians on the ead fide or Dutch, fide of Lake ChampllaiA or Corlaer, 
arc in the Abnaquie divifion, but never do afTociate with the Abnaquies. 
1 he fmall tribe of Scatacooks, on HouflTuck river, eaft fide of Hud- 
fnn^s great river, and the fcatterM Mohegins on Hudfon^s river, 
th^High Abnaquies, are under the protection of the Mohawks or Iro- 
qtiics great natiooi. 

B 2 t:vvwc 



4 A SuMMARVy Historical and Political, &c. 

There was firft a previous general meeting of the In- 
dian delegates from all the tribes in a general council, to 
pray the government of New-England for a treaty of 
peace. 

Some time in June 1749* nine delegates from the 
fcveral tribes of Indians came to Bofton to make propo- 
fals for a peace ; they propofed the fagc governor Dum- 
mer*s treaty to a6t upon, and that the congrefs fliould 
be at Falmouth in Cafco-Bay, about 100 niiles eaftward 
from Bofton. 

The congrefs began at Falmouth, September 27, 1749^ 
between the commiflioners of Maflachufetts-Bay, viz. 
Thomas Hutchinlon, Ifrael Williams, 
Jqhn Choate, John Otis, Efqrs. 

And of New-Hamp(hire, Theodore Atkinfon, John 
Downing, Efqrs. on the one part ; and the delegates of 
the eaftern Indians on the other part, viz. 

Eight from the tribe of Norridgowocks ; 
Toxus, Soofcphnia, 

Eneas, Naktoonos, 

Magawombee, Nefaqumbuit, 

Harrey, Pereez. 

Five from the tribe of * Penobfcot 5 
Eger Emmet, Efparagoofaret, 
Maganumba, Neemoon. 
' Niftumbouit, 

Six from the tribes of f Arrefuguntoocooks, and 

Weweenocks j 
Sawwaramet, Sauquifli, 

Auflaado, Wareedeon, 

Waaununga, Wawawnunka. 

• The Pcnobfcots jocofely faid, that they could anfwer for their 
youngmen if they were not drunk. 

f Thefe by the French, arc called the xniiTion of St. Francois and 
of Befancourt ; both lie upon the fouth fide of St. Laurence, or Canada 
river, one 40 the other 30 leagues above Quebec ; their joining with 
the other tribes of the New-£ngland Indians in this fubmifion to 
King George II. of Great- Britain, may well be ufed as an argu- 
ment for New- England's reaching naturally and in the opinion of 
thefc Indians, to the fouth fide of Canada river. 

All 
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All the Indian delegates were not arrived until OStober 
1 5. The New-Hampfhire commiffioners returned home 
before the treaty was finifhed, and left a power with 
Roland Cotton, Efq-, to fign in their name, — The colony 
of Connedicuty tho' defired by the government of Maf- 
lachufetts-Bay, did not fend any commiflloners \ perhaps 
they reckoned themfelves out of the qucftion, being 
covered by the whole breadth of the province of Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay ^ Nova-Scotia was alfo invited. 

Roland Cotton, Efq; was clerk. 

Capt. Jofeph Bean wais interpreter, both under oath. 

Toxus of Norridgowocks was reckoned the chief of 
thefe Indian tribes, and their fpeaker -, he faid^ " Evar 
fince governor Dummer 4- treated with us, all the Indians 
hk'd it well, and have reckoned it well ever fince.*' Mr. 
Hutchinfon, chairman of the commiffioners from Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay, in his fpeech to the Indians, " You have 
always fpoke well of governor Dummer*s treaty, and the 
Englifh have lik*d it well, and it lafted long ; this wc 
propofc to be a plan for a treaty. 

The Treaty is as follows, 

" We the Indians inhabiting within his Majcfty's terri- 
tories of New-England, make fubmiffion to King George 
II. in as full and ample a manner as any of our predecef- 
fors have heretofore done. 

!• We Indians in all times coming, will maintain a 
firm and conftant amity with all the || Englilh, and will 
never confederate to combine with any other nation to 
their prejudice. 

2. That the Englifh fubjefts may peaceably and qui- 
etly enjoy their rights and fcttlements -, refcrving to the 
Indians all lands not formerly conveyed to the Englifh, as 
alfo the privilege of fifhing, hunting and fowling as 
formerly. 

4- That treaty was anno 1725. 

11 The defignation Englifh is afed, as more familiar to the Indians 
than that of Brit.Ia. 

B 3 ^. T\A 



6 A Summary, Historical and Political, &c. 

3. The trade to be under the direftion of the Mafla- 
chufetts government. 

4. All controverfies fhall be iflued in the due courfe 
of juftice of Maffachufetts government courts. 

5. If any of our Indians commit hoftilities againft the 
Englifh, we ihall join the Englifh to bring them to 
reafon. 

6. If any tribe of Indians make war upon any of the 
now contrading tribes, the Englifti fhall affift and bring 
them to reafon. 

Moreover, it is agreed that there (hall be truck-houfes 
at Georges and at Richmond. The Indians defire a truck- 
houfe alio at Saco river/' 

III. A (hort and general continuation of the * Nova- 
Scotia affairs, particularly as to the Chebuda fettlement. 

* See p. 305, 317, q66, vol. I. There was a government fcheme 
of this nature fet on foot 1732 » it was too much Utopian, and there- 
fore im})radicable : 1 mean the fettlement of the province of Georgia 
in the fouthem parts of South-Carolina, a frontier againft the Spa- 
niards of Florida, in a dry, fandy, parched foil : the fcheme was pom- 
pous, viz. to raife great quantities of rice, wine, cotton-wool, indigo, 
cochineal, filk, hemp, Hax. Hitherto they have done nothing, though 
a great charge to the crown, in civil and military eftablilhment; from 
1733, (1733, theparliament granted 10,000 1. fterl. 1735, z6,o©ol. 
ft^rl. Sec.) to 1743 incluiive, the parliament grants for the civil efla- 
blilhment amounted to i2:>,cool. flerl. from 1743, ^^ ^749> their civil 
and military grants were blended together; 1749, ^^ parliament 

f ranted for their civil eftabliihment, 593041. fieri, their military efla- 
lifhinent has been very chargeable, -the pay and vi^ualling of one 
regiment and feveral independent companies of regular troops^ armed 
fchooners and rangers. 

The patent for erefting Georgia into a province or corporation, 
pafTed the feals 1732. In Feb. i733-4> the whole number of perfons 
that. had been fhipped to Georgia were 320 men, 113 women, 103 
boys, 83 girjs, in all 618 perfons, whereof one quarter were foreign- 
ers ; iince chat time many people have been imported, but not long 
.£nce in that province were to be found only 602 perfons. July 1 74S, 
in Mr, Whitefield's l^ethefda. (i? miles from Savannah)' were only i 
xnafler, z women, 4 nr.en-fervants labourers, and i S children, whereof 
two paid for their board ; in his vagrancies this was his great cant- 
fund to bee money and other eiTccts from weak chriHians. Here I 
inadvertenuy anticipate what properly belongs to the fedlion of 
Georgia^ 

The 
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The general of Canada Gjict the . conclufion of the late 
peace, by letters to theprefidcnt of Nova-Scotia and to 
the governor of New-England, claims the greateft part 
of Nova-Scotia or L*Accadie : the French Coureurs des 
Bois and their Indians, 1 749, have made fome fmall ap- ^ 
pearancesto intimidate our new fettlers. i. A number 
of French and Indians came before our block-houfe at 
Minas without eflfedl, they furprize and carry off about 
18 ftragglers as captives. 2. In September, eight Indians 
as traders came aboard Donnel a trading floop in Chica* 
nefto bay, by furprize with their long knives they kill 
three of his men, while feveral Indians on Ihore waited 
the event ; in this fcuffle, the Indians loft feven of their • 
men. 3. Beginning of Odober, a company of about 40 
Indians, as was fuppofed, furprized eight of Oilman's . 
timber-men near the faw-mills, eaft fide of Chebufta bay; 
they killed four of Oilman's men, three efcapcd to the 
flanker of the block-houfe, one man is miffing, fuppofed 
to be captivated to make difcoveries ; the Indians did not 
attempt the block-houfe : — Afterwards there was a more 
general rendezvous of Indians, but having no profpeft of 
any advantage, and the St. John's Indians differing with 
the Mikmaks, they broke up and went home. 

The chief Settlement will be the town of || Hallifax or 
Chebufta, laid out and fettled in a few months ; * for 
defence round it at proper diftances are five picquettecj 
block-houfes containing barracks for Warburton's regi- 
ment. 

In our firft vol. p. 566^ we juft entered upon the late 
projedted, but now vigoroufly profecuted f re-fettlement 

I So called from earl of Hallifax, the principal cncourager of tliis 
fettlement. 

* Idlenefs and intemperance, the bane of all our plantations, efpc- 
cially confidering the nature of t;he firll fettlers of this place, arc more 
dangerous than any parcels of dcfplcable draggling Indians. 

I I am forry to write, that from 1 7 lo, to 1 749, being near the fpace 
of forty years* the French have been filently allowed to keep pofTcf- 
fion in all refpedls of the province of Nova-Scotia, the fort of Anna* 
polis and its banliew excepted. 

B 4 of 



8 A Summary, Historical and Political, &c.' 

of Nova-Scotia, by the indefatigable governor Cornwallis : 
the firft parliamentary allowance or encouragement was 
40,000 1. fterl. -towards tranfporting to Nova-Scotia, and 
maintaining there, for a certain time after their arrival, 
fach reduced officers and private men, lately difmifled 
trom his majefty's land and fea-fcrvicc, and -f others, 
as ftiall be willing to fettle faid colony. Col. Cornwallis 
with his fleet of one frigate of 20 guns, one man of war 
flbop— tranfports— with fettlers, provifions and (lores, 
arrived in Chebu6la bay end of June ; foon after arrived 
the French tranfports fwho had brought from Frartce the 
troops that took pofleffion of Louifbourg) from Louis- 
bburg with the Britifh troops who had evacuated Louis- 
bburg, confifting of the two regiments of Fuller and War- 
burton, and a detachment of the train ; the regiment of 
late Fuller's, to recruit Warburton*s, and to leave fomc 
fettlers, was reduced to 35 private men per company, 
half their former Complement, and fcnt home. 

In this bay of Chebuda, is built a uniform elegant 
town called Hallifax, after the earl of Hallifax, a great 
promoter of this fettlement. This harbour of Chebufta 
is a moft convenient place of arms for our American men 
of war, and a certain check upon the French of Louis- 
bourg : it is well fituated for making of dry cod-fifh, 
being about the middle of a long range of Cape-Sable 
coaft fifliing banks, and may prove the beft cod-filhery 
hitherto known. I heartily wifh fuccefs to the fettle- 
ment, but we cannot expe6k that it Ihould anfwer fo well 
for hufbandry, that is for tillage and pafture, as our co- 

f A rifF-rafF of difmifled foldiers and failors habituated to idlenefs 
and vice, by their labour can never fettle a new colony ; but two or 
three young vigorous regiments (fuch as Warburton's) canton'd a]l 
over the country, paid and vi£lualled from home for two or three years, 
(from New-EngJand we can fupply them with wives, good breeders) 
and when thus habituated to the country, and to hufbandry, with pro- 
per encouragement of land, they may be difmifled from their military 
fervice ; and make lafting good fettlements. — No old men pad their 
labour, no women but fuch as are of the ages of breeders, that is, none 
exceeding 3; set. be admitted, excepting parents of numerous children, 
to ferve as their guardians. 

lonies 
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Ionics further fouth. I conclude with the words of BacoA 
lord Verulam, " Settling plantations is like planting of 
" timber, we muft wait patiently forae years, beiore we 
*^ reap any benefit. 4- 

IV. A fhort recapitulation and conclufion of the Louis- 
bourg affair ; the Cape-Breton iflands, for reafons of ftate, 
are now reftored to the French dominions ;, arid after fomc 
political remarks, we fhall take our final leave of them. 
See Tol. I. p. 335, &c. and p. 347, &c. The French 
of Canada and Cape-Breton had more early intelligence 
of the French war than we of New-England, it Was pro- 
claimed in Bofton June 2, 1744. Louiflbourg of Cape-' 
Breton furrendered to us, June 17, 1745. Autumn fol- 
lowing to garrifon Louifbourg, were fhip*d off from Gi- 
braltar, Fuller's and Warburton*s regiments of foot, and 
three companies of Frampton's rtf'giment, with a large 
detachment from the train ; it was too late in the year 
before they arrived upon our winter coaft, and were 
obliged to winter in Virginia, a few of them put inta 
New- York ; they arrived at Louifbourg May 24, 1745, 
and relieved the New-England militia confifting of about 

4. In the late treaty of Aix la Chapelle, 0£tober 7, 1748, there 
were many things in relation to trade, and to the claims and bounda- 
ries in the refpedlive plantations to be fettled with France and Spain, 
which required a confiderable time to be adjulled, and therefore coald 
not be inierted in the body of the treaty, but referred to a convention 
of commiifioners >as the French court in their various negociations 
are noted for appointing men of merit and real knowledge in the va- 
rious affairi with which they are intruded, doubtiefs our minifby will 
ufe gentlemen of practical knowledge in trade, and habituated to plan- 
tation affairs, men of a quick clear thought, and of a diftindl clear 
elocution. 

In the prefent (late of things, the well-being of the European mo* 
ther-countries depends much upon their plantations ; plantations make 
a country rich ; Holland is rich, hot from its produce or manufadiiires^ 
bat from its Eaft and Weft-India plantations, its trade and navigation. 
France never flonrifhed fo much as in the adminiftration of cardinal 
Fleury, his principal attention was to their plantations and trade $ the 
empire of Germany, Sweden, 8cc, though they abound in labouring 
men, for wane of plantations and trade, are yery poor. 

\5cy5 
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1 500 men, who had kept garrifon from the furrender of 
the place ; commodore Warren was at that time gover- 
nor; after him commodore Knowles was pro-tcmpore 
governor; admiral Townfhend from the Weft-India 
iflands with a fmall fquadron is ordered for the prote6lion 
of Louiftx)urg, and fails for England in November 1746. 
Mr. Knowles in his time at a very great charge, repaired 
the town and fort, as if they were to remain to Great- 
Britain for ever. Commodore Knowles in the autumn 
1 747, with a fmall fquadron came to Bofton, and pro- 
ceeded upon a fecret expedition to the Sugar iflands, and 
Mr. Hobfon lieut. col. of Fuller's regiment is appointed 
governor of Louift)ourg. Peace drawing near, Shirley's 
and PeppcreU's regiments from a complement of 100 
private men per company were reduced to 70 men ; the 
private men of the three companies of Frampton's regi- 
ment, were incorporated by way of recruits with Fuller*s 
and Warburton's regiments, and their commifiion officers, 
fcrjeants, corporals, and drums fent home; Pepperell's 
and Shirley's regiments in Louiftx)urg were entirely |] dif- 
mifled June 24, 1749$ their arms and other accoutre- 
ments were detained by the government. The Britilh 
troops evacuated Louilbourg, July la, i749» and were 
carried by the French tranfports to Chebufta, and the 
French troops being about 600 men took pofleffion of the 
place. 

It is a fpreading pulilanimous opinion amongft the le(s 
thinking people, that the great advantage of Louift>ourg's 
falling into our hands was its ferving as a propitiatory 
free offering to France, and without reftoring it we (hould 
have had no peace : but we ought to obferve» i . That 
both parties in the war were low in cafli and credit, 
2. The French navy trade and navigation were fo re- 
duced, that they could not avoid defiring a peace; we 
had uken as many of their men of war as might have 
been fufficient to reduce the remainder ; we had taken 
great numbers of their South-Sea, Eaft and Weft-India, 

J| They were pat in pay, Sept. 1, 1745. 

Turkey, 
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Turkey, and other Ships, and what remained were obliged 
to continue in port, (in fear of our numerous privateers) 
having no convoys or men of war to proted them. 
3. The corruption which prevailed in Holland was like 
to be extirpated, and the Dutch became aftivc. 4, The 
army of our auxiliary Ruffians were upon the march to 
join us, for fome reafons of ftate they feem to have been 
retarded in their march. If Louifbourg had not fallen 
into our hands, the reduced towns and forts in Flan- 
ders muft have been returned, that is, evacuated; it 
feems that in all modern negociations for a peace the bar 
fis is reftitution of all land conquefts on both fides, ex- 
cepting where equivalents or antiquated claims fall in 
the way. 

The court of Great-Britain cannot cordially approve 
of this infinitely rafh New-England corporation adven- 
ture, though beyond all military or human probability 
fuccefsful ; it involved the nadon, already deeply in debt, 
in an additional fum of about 800,000 1. ftcrl. in the 
feveral articles of reimburfement-money, extraordinary, 
fuperfluous repairs, tranfport fervice, (lores, garrifon 
officers, a large detachment from the train, and a nu- 
merous garrifon of regular troops : this place was una- 
voidably to be evacuated and reftored to the French upon 
a peace, and as it happened, in a better condition, and 
without any reimburfement .or equivalent, cui bono ! I 
cannot perceive any real advantage acquired by the re- 
duftion of Louifbourg. The fmall Britifh fquadron fta- 
tioned at Bofton, without any additional national charge, 
would have been an cffedlual check upon the Louifbourg 
privateer$5 commodore Warren from the Weft-India 
iflands was feat for the proteftion of the coafl of New- 
England and Nova- Scotia in the fpring 1745, and our 
trade in the northern parts of America could not have 
fuffered above 2 or 3 per ct difference of infurance, which 
is as nothing compared with the great charge of 800,000 1. 

fterl. 
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fterl. before the charge was fully known, I cftimatcd it 
ac 500,0001. fterl. or lefs. * 

I lum up the Louifbourg afFair. i. It was infinitely 
rafh, a private corporation adventure, without any or- 
ders or affured affiftance of men of war from home ; 
thirty-fix hundred raw militia (fome without proper 
arms) without any difcipline, but at random, as if in 
a frolick, met together, no provifion of cloathing or 
ihips : by this and fmall care of the fick, and want of 
difcipline, we bft about one half of our men by fcurveys 
and putrid flow fevers ; in a military way we loft only 
about 60 men killed and drowned, and about 116 pri- 
ibners to the French in*thera(h foolifh attempt upon 
the ifland-battery : during the fiege, by good fortune, 

• 

* If the Cknada expedition which was recommended hotne by 
governor ■ had proceeded and fucceeded, after another great 
addition to the national debt ; for reafons of flate, without any 
equivalent or reimburfement^ it muft have been evacuated and reflored 
to the French ; New-England was at confiderable charge towards this 
intended expedition in levy-nooney, vidiualling, tranfport fervice, 
bedding, &c. for want of proper application, MaiTachufetts have re- 
ceived no reimburfement oftlus : Rhode-Ifland, by application have 
received their reimburfement. 

Another extra-provincial perqaiiite expedition was the fending off 
15^0 men towards the redudion of Crown-Point, a French fort, near 
Lake Champlain in the province of New-York ; this involved our 
province in fome charge (never to be recovered) by fending provifions, 
ammunition and other flores by water to Albany; an epidemical dif- 
temper in the county of Albany luckily prevented us ; if it had been 
reduced, it muft either have been kept by us at a very great charge 
equal to the oppofition of all the force of Canada ; or we mud have 
demolifhed it, to be re-built by the French at one tenth of our charge 
in reducing of it. 

Another projedion towards ruining our province was the charge of 
building a fort at the Carrying-place in the government of New- York, 
between the falls of Hudfon*s river and Wood-Creek : this was at- 
tended with the fame inconveniencies as the former. 
' Sending off troops to affift the Six Indian nations of New- York- 
All thefe idle propofals, were not refented by the government of 
New- York, as, if that rich government had been incapable or ne- 
gledful of ielf-proteftion, but filently admitted of Sh—quixotifms; 
our houfc of reprefentatives' in their journal fay, the people of New- 
York were much abler to protedt themfelves* 

WC 
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we had <:onftant dry favourable weather : but June 1 8, 
next day after we had poffeffion of the town, the rains 
fct in, which certainly from our men being ill cteathed 
and ill lodged, muft infallibly have broken up the fiege. 
We had a wretched train of artillery, or rather no ar- 
tillery (they were voted by the aflembly not worth the 
charge of bringing back to Bofton) in a Quixote manner 
to demolilh a French American Dunkirk, in which were 
1900 armed men, whereof 600 were regular troops, 
125 good large cannon, 19 mortars, with floret and 
provifions fufficient for fix months. 2. The military 
fuccefs was miraculous, but the cunning part of the pro- 
je£b was natural, and could not mifs of fuccefs. i . A 
neceilary enormous multiplied emifOon of a depreciating 
paper currency, enabled the fraudulent debtors to pay 
their debts at about 10 s. in the pound difcount. 2. Vaft 
perquifites to the manager, f 

Currencies, fl The parliament of Great-Britain, be- 
fore the commencement of the late French war, had 

under 

f As writers and preachers forbear publifhing ••♦♦•* which are 
fingular, rare or new, left they fhould prove of bad example ; I (hall 
only fam op thefe perquifites in this manner : In the fpace of four 
3rears, tiz. 1741 the introduftory gratuities from the province, and 
from •*•*• of many thoufands of pounds, and the unprecedented per- 
quifites in the three expedition years of 1745, 1746 and 1747, from 
a negative fbrtone, was amafled a large pofitive eftate, and the loofe 
corns built a country-houfe at the charge of about fix thoufand 
pound fterling. The prcdeceflbr, an honeft gentleman of a good 
paternal eftate, after eleven years adminiftration, in a meftage to the 
general aifembly, July 21, 1741, reprefents, that he had been obli- 
ged to break in upon his own eftate fome thoufands of pounds, to 
fupport the character of a king's governor ; in faithfulnefs to his 
truft he refufed a certain retaining fee. 

'J This accurfed affair of plantation, p^per-currenclesy when in 
courfe it falls in my way, it proves a ftumoling' block, and occafi- 
ons a foit of deviation. In the appendix, I (hall give a fhort hiftory 
of all the plantation paper-currencies ; it may be a piece of curiofity 
for times to come. Maffachufetts-Bay was the leader, and exceede4 
all the colonies in this fraud ; from their firft emiflion 1702 (I take 
no notice of Sir William Phips*s Canada bills, they were fooa out oC 
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under their confideration feme regulations concerning 
the plantation currencies; and now that war being 
ended, this third feffions of the tenth parliament of Great 
Britain have refumed the confideration thereof. 

Maflachufctts- 

the queflion) to 1749, ^^* ^*^ ^^^ of Mr. Sh adminiftration, 

our bills of publick credit or ilate-notes fuiFered a difcount of 88 
per cent ; in France in the worft of times when Mr. Law had the 
diredlioh of the finances, the difcount upon their ftate-notes was only 
65 per cent : Maifachufetts publick bills of credit 1 749, were pejo- 
rated to eleven for one flerling. 

In the few years of Mr. Sh. ■ .adminiftration, this fraudulent 
Currency from 1 27,000 1. old tenor, was multiplied to about two 
and a half millions, and by this depreciating contrivance the fraudu- 
lent debtors paid only los. in the pound, and every honeft man not 
in debt loft about one half of his perfonal eftate. The money- mak- 
ing aiTemblies could not keep pace with him in his paper emiilions ; 
i 747, the governor infifting upon farther cmiffions, the ^flembly 
represents, '' If we emit more bills, we apprehend it muft be followed 
by a great impair, if not utter lofs of the publick credit, which has 
already been greatly wounded;" and in their journal 1746, p. 240^ 
•« We have been the means of adlually bringing diftrefs, if not utter 
ruin upon ourfelves , ■ When any complaints were offered to the 
aiTembiy concerning depreciation, by contrivance, they were re- 
ferred to committees coniifting of the moft notorious depreciators. 
See Journal, Augttft 17, 1744. 

By way of amufement, I fhall adduce fome different managements 
of adminiftrations with refped to a fraudulent paper medium — 1703 

by contrivance of Mr.W from New-England, Barbadoes emitted 

80,000 l.al 4 per cent (common intereft was 10 per cent) upon 
land fecurity, payable after fome years ; thofe land-bank-bills im- 
mediately fell 40 per cent, below filver ; upon complaint home 
the court of England fent an inftrudion to governor Crow, to re- 
move from the council and all places of truft, any who had beea 
concerned in the late paper credit; thus currency was fupprelTed, 
and their currency became and continues filver as before. — Governor 
Belcher of New-England, 1741. from integrity and faithfulnefs to 
the publick, when a wicked combination called Land-bank, became 
head-ftrong; he refiifed their bribe or retaining fee, negatived their 
fpeaker and 1 3 of their councellors, and fuperfeded many of their 
officers, civil and military.— Soon after this fcheme was dam*d by 

aft of parliament, governor Sh 1 fhall not fay in contempt, 

but perhaps in negleft of this aft, promoted their direftors and other 
chief managers to the higheft ofHces, of councellors, provincial 
agents^ judges^jufticcs^lherms, and militia oncers prefer able to others. 

When 
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Maflachufetts-Bay, as they have at prefent no province 
bills out upon loan for terms of years, have prcvi- 
oufly fettled their currency by aft of affembly, ap- 
proved of by the King in council , it is intitled. An aft 
for drawing in the bills of credit of the feveral denomi- 
nationSy which have at any time been ijfued by this govern- 
mentj and are ftill outftanding ; and for afcertaining the 
rate of coined ftlver in this province for the future. By 
this aft it is provided that the treafurer fliall be im- 
powercd to receive the ♦ reimburfement money to be 
exchanged after the 3 1 ft of March 1 750, at the rate of 
45 s. old tenor for a piece of eight •, and one year more 
is allowed for exchanging faid bills— After 31ft of March 
1750, all debts and contrafts Ihall be payable in coined 
filvcr only, a piece of eight at 6 s. one ounce of filver at 
6 s. 8, t as alfo all executions with fuch addition accord- 
ing to the time of contrafting, as the laws of the pro* 

When there was an immediate publick emergency for raifing of 
money*, borrowing of pnblick bills, already emitted* from the poiief- 
fbrs, would not have increafed a paper currency, but prevented depre- 
ciations ; fome merchants and others offered to lend thefe bills at a 
fmall intereft, fome gentlemen faid, that they had better let them 
without intereft than that their perfonal eibtces from multiplied 
emiffionsy ihould depreciate at a much greater rate than after the va- 
lue of an accruing intereft : but this would have effe£hially defeated 
the fcheme of the depredators the fraudulent debtors, therefore the 
propofal or expedient was rejedted by the advice of — • 

For paper currencies, fee vol. I. p. 310, 314, 308, 493. 
' * This reimburfement money arrived at fiodon Sept 18, 1749, 
in a man of war frigate, confiiling of 215 chefts, (3000 pieces of 
eight at a medium per chefl) of milled pieces of eight, and 100 
calks of coined copper. Connedicut, a government of iagacious huf- 
bandmen, feems to have aded more prjadently than MaiTachufetts-Bay ; 
by their affembly ad, Od. 1 749, they allow three years (to prevent a 
fudden confufion) to cancel their bills gradually ; and in their reim- 
burfement money to fave the charges of commiflions, freight, infu- 
ranee, and other petty charges, they are to draw upon their receiv- 
ing agent, and thefe bills will readily purchafe filver for a currency. 

'I* I'hifi is not in proportion, a milled piece of eight is 7 eighths of 
an ounce, and at 6 s. per piece is 6 s. 10. one 3d of a penny better 
per ounce. 

vincc 
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vince do or fliall require ; the fevcral a(Eb of aflembly 
whereby feme funds of taxes, for cancelling province 
bills of credit, have been poftponed gradually to 1760 
are repealed, and the tax of 1 749, toward cancelling thefc 
bills fhall be three hundred thoufand pound old tenor. 
Penalty to thofe who receive or pay filvcr at any higher 
rate, fifty pound for every offence-, and after 31ft of 
March 1 750, the penalty for paffing any bills of Con- 
nedicut, New-Hampfhire or Rhode- Ifland, fhall be fifty 
pound for every offence 5 and from thence to March 31ft 
1754, all peribns entering into any town afiairs, cpnfla- 
bles, reprefentatives, couacellors, all qfHcers civil and 
military, 4- plaintiffs in recovering of executions, tavern- 
keepers, and retailers of ftrong drink, fhall . make oath 
that they have not been concerned in receiving or paying 
away any fuch bills. 

As* the' exportation of flerling coin from Great- Bri- 
tain is prohibited by a6t of parliament, Spanifh pieces 
of eight are reckoned the plantation currency, and are 
efteemed as fuch in the proclamation adi: fo called, for 

5)lantation currencies ; but although the Britifh or fler- 
ing fpecies could not be a plantation currency, the Spa- 
nifh coin might have been reduced to their denominations 
at 4 s. 6 fieri, per piece of eight, and all the colonies 
reduced to the fame fterling denominations of Great- 
Britain, which would much facilitate the trade and 
bufinefs of the plantations amoogft themfelves, and 
with their mother-country : thus we fee in Portugal a 
mill-ree, though no fpecie or coin, but only a denomi- 
nation, is the bafis of their currencies -, and in the fame 
manner with the plantations a pound or crown flerling, 
although no fpecie or coin in the colonies, might have 
been the general bafis of our denomination or currencies. 



4. That is, all delinquents are ont-law'd ; a very fevere penalty : 
Urn may introduce a habit of forfwearing or perjury. 

I may 
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I may be allowed to drop a tear, I mean fome expref- 
fron of grief, over the languifhing Hate of my altera pa- 
tria, the province of Maflachufctts-Bay, formerly the 
^ory of our plantations ; but now reduced to extreme 
mifery and diftrefs, precipitately brought upon us by the 
adminiilration of **** and a party of fraudulent debtors. 
At his accelHon he was lucky to find a (landing irrefiftible 
party formed to his mind, and not empty-handed ; they 
cfieftually depopulated the province by the lofs of many of 
our moft vigorous labouring young men, the only de- 
pcndance or life of a young plantation ; they pecculated 
the country by ruinous unneceflary expence of money — 
Our prefent Commander in chief in his firft fpeech to the 
aflembiy, Nov. 23, 1749, modeftly exprcfles the late pec- 
culation and depopulation of the province ; ** deliver 
" this province from the evils and mifchiefs (particularly 
" the injuftice aud opprcflions) arifing from the uncertain 
" and finking value of the paper-medium - the cultivation 
" of our lands and manufadhires are greatly impeded by 

" the fcarcity of labourers." Mr. Sh 's own aflem- 

blies fometimes complain. June 3, 1748, the council 
and reprefentatives in ' a joint meffage to the governor, 
enumerate the " great lofs of inhabitants for hufbandry 
" and other labour, and for the defence of our inland 
" frontiers ; the vaft load of debt already con traded, and 
*' the unparallelled growing charges, infupportabledifficul- 
** tics !*' The houfe of reprefentatives upon a certain oc- 
cafion complain, '* with publick taxes we are burthcned 
" almoft to ruin j'* in their journals 1 747, " Should the 
" whole fum expended in the late expedition be reimburft 
** us, we have ilill a greater debt remaining, than ever 
** lay upon any of his majefty's governments in the plan- 

" tations.** Mr. had no fympathy with the fufFcr- 

ing province, becaufe * depreciations of currency, and 
our unfufFerable taxes did not affedt him. 
Vol. n. C By 

* DepredatioQSy by hit facceffive afTemblies were made more than 
Ifttiin advandng lua alloVinnGeji and other per^oifites : he Is ex* 
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By the province being depopulated, labour is dear, and 
all countries can afford to underfell ys in produce and 
Bianufa£tures, in confequence our trade is loft : I fhall 
adduce a few inftances : i . When Mr. Belcher was fu- 
perfedcd 1741, in Bofton at one and the fame time were 
upon the flocks 40 top- fail veffels of about .7,000 tun,„ 

all upon contrad: : at Mr. Sh going home 1 749, 

only about 2,000 tun on the flocks, whereof only 4 or 
5 Ihips upon contrail:, the others upon the builders ac- 
count to wait for a market, and to keep their apprentices 
to work, and to work up their old ftores of timber. 2. 
1741, in Marblehead, our chief fifbing town, were 
about 1 60 filhing fchooners of circiter 50 tun each : 1 749 
there were only about . 60 fifbing fchooners. 3. For 
. many months lately there were hot to be found in 
Bofton goods (nay not the coarfeft of goods, pitch, tar, 
and turpentine) fufiicient to load a middling fhip to 
Great-Britain ; but under the prefent adminiftration and 
management of aftairs our trade and navigation feem to 
revive. 

empted from taxes by aft of aiTembly. Whereas all perfons of the 
province not in debt, have lofl about one half of their perfonal eftates 
by depreciations in this fhort adminiftratioa ; and the provincial poll 
tax of z s. 3d. O. T ; this tax is equal to rich and poor, and befides 
poll tax, there are provincial rates upon eilates and faculties, excife, 
impoft, tunnage ; and befides provincial taxes, there are country and 
town poll rates, &c. Mr. Belcher, by his wife and honeft manage- 
ment, had brought all our publick debts or paper credit and curron«y 
to be cancelled in one year 1741, being 127,0001. O. T. but 

Mr. and his party being afraid of lofing hold of this accurfed 

fraudulent currency, they relolved (the province was at that time in 
its greated profperity) that 127,000 1. O. T. was an inconvenient 
fum to be cancelled in one year, and therefore divided it among three 
fubfequent years ; by this nefl egg in a few years they increafed the 
brood to two and a half millions i and the g > * ■ upon his call 

libme 1 749, for certain reafons which may be mentioned, (by the ad- 
vice of his tra^f friends) contrived two years exceffive taxes of 
360,000 and 300,009 Q. T^ to be cojlcfted^itt not much exceeding, 
one year, when the country was depopulated, pecculated, and much 
reduced in trade and bufinefs : this fudden and quiet reverfe change 
of fentiment in this party is unaccountable ; bpt quicquid id eft timeo, 
perhaps they^ expcSt confiifion i they have pradifed fifhing in troubled 
water. 

In 
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In the feveral sbctions or histories of the fcvcral 
oolonies, may generally be found, but not in the fame 
ftridt order, the following, particulars, 

!• When Ac colony was firft difcovered and traded to 
by any European nation ; when firil colonized by the 
Englifli : and what revolutions have happened there from 
time to time, in property and jurifdidtion, 

2. Its boundaries, if wellafcertained; or if controverted 
in property or jurifdidion. 

3* Wars with the French, Spaniards and Indians. 

4. The numbers of whites or freemen, and flaves. 

5. The lafl: valuation, that is, the number of polls and* 
value of eftates, taken to adjuft the quotas of taxes for the 
feveral counties, diffaids, towns and parifhes. 

6. The militia upon the alarum-lift, and hove incor* 
porated or regulated. 

7. Houfe of reprefentatives, their nature and number : 
the qualifications of the eleftors, and of the eleded. 

8. Courts of judicature. 

1. The nature of their juries, and how returned. 

2. The jurifdidKon of a jufUce, and of a bench of jufti- 
CCS, and of their general quarter feffions. 

3. Inferior or county courts of common pleas. 

4. Superior, fupreme, or provincial courts for appeals, 

5. Cluncery or courts of equity, if in ufc. 

6. Judiciary courts of oyer and terminer. 

7. Ordinary for probate of wills and granting admi- 
iiifiration. 

8. Courts of vice-admiralty. 

9. Jufticiary court of admiralty for crimes committed* 
atfea. 

9* The prefent taxes, viz. polls, rates, impdt, and 



la Produce, manufactures, trade and navigation. 

II. The number of entries and clearances of extra*** 
provincial veiiels, diftinguiihed into fhips, fnovrs,- bri* 
gantines, floops, and fchooners. 

n. The variouft fc&ahes in rcligiQUS worfliip. 

C2 1d^ 
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In mod of the fedtions there is a digreflional article, 
to prevent repetitions, concerning fome things which 
are in common to feveral colonies, but infertcd in that 
fc(5tion or colony the moft noted for thofe things ; thus 
!• in the feftion for Maffachufetts fhould have been in- 
ferted the affair of paper currencies, as they did originate 
and were carried to the greateft difcount or fraud there : 
but as by a late a£t of afTembly confirmed by the king in 
council, paper currencies are terminated in that province, 
we drop it. 2. As Pifcataqua, alias New-Hamplhire, 
has for many years been noted for royal mailing con- 
tradts, we chofe to infert in that section, fome things 
concerning mailing, lumber, and other timber for con- 
ftruftion or building, for joiners and for turners work; 
and if that article does not fwell too much, we may infert 
fome other foreft trees and flowering ihrubs fit for boc- 
qages, parks and gardens. 3. As Rhode- Ifland has been 
noted for fedaries, from no religion to the moft enthufi- 
aftick, there is defigned fome account of our plantations 
or colony feftaries ; though at prefent Penfylvania ex- 
ceed them in that refpeft, where befides the Rhode- 
Ifland fedarics, are to be found a fe6l of free-thinkers 
who attend no publick worfhip, and are called keep-at- 
bome proteftants ; publick popifh mafs-houfes ; and fome 
feftaries imported lately from Germany, fuch as Mora- 
vians called unitas fratrum or united brethren, who have 
had fome indulgencies by a6l of parliament 1749. 4. 
Connefticut, a colony of fagacious laborious hulband- 
men, firft in courfe naturally claims the digrelTion con- 
cerning grain and grazing ; it is true New- York, Jerfies, 
and Penfylvania at prefent much exceed them in grain 
and manufadluring their wheat into flour. 5. Mary- 
land and Virginia tor tobacco, and maft for railing fwine 
or pork. 6. The Carolinas for rice, fkins, and hides. 7. 
Georgia as an inftance of an Utopian unprofitable colony. 
. To render this hiftory as compleat as may at prefent 
be expeded, I have annexed fome maps of the feveral 
colonies, not borrowed frpm borrowingerroneous hackney 

* . . map 



Introduction to Vol, II. 21 

map publifhers, but originals compofed and lately printed 
in the fcvcral countries : For inftance, with the leftion 
of the colony of Connefticut, the laft of the four New- 
England colonies, I annex a * corred map of the domi- 
nions of New-England, extended from 40 d. 30 m. to 
44 d. 30 m. N. Lat : and from 68 d. 50 m. to 74 d. 
50 m. W. Ix)ngitude from London. To the colony of 
Penfylvania is annexed a -f map of New- York, the Jerfies 
and Penfylvania, publiftied 1749, by Mr. Evans in Pen- 
fylvania, much more accurate than any hitherto publiflicd. 
To the colony of North-Carolina, is annexed a map of 
North-Carolina, andfomepartsof South-Carolina prin- 
cipally with regard to the fea-coaft and lands adjoining*, 
tms large inland country is wafte or vacant, and confe- 
quently delineated at random by ^oL Edward Mofcly of 
North-Carolina. 

* This map is founded upon a chorographical plan, compofed hottt 
t&VLsl fonreys of the lines or boandaries with, the neighbouring colo- 
nies, and from the plans of the feveral townfhips and difbidts copied 
from the records lodged in the fecretariec office and townfhips- re- 
cords, with the writers perambulations : when this plan is prmted," 
the author as a benefa£lion gives gratis, to every townihip and di- 
ftiiStf a copper plate copy ; as the writer of the fummary hiad im-I 
partially narrated the management of a late g— — which could not 
bear the light ; to check the credit of the author, the g en- 
deavoured (as ihall be accounted for) to divert, impede, or defeat this 
publick generotts-fpirited amufemcnt, but in vain. The writer io- 
bis journeys upon account of his chorography and other occafioas 
(formerly ufed to fuch amufements in the gardens of Paris and 
Leyden) has en paiTant, but with fome fatigue, made a colled^ion of 
above eleven hundred indigenous plants, daffically defcribed and re- 
fered to icons in Botanick writers which have thjB neareft femblancc, 
as the fpedfick icons could not conveniently be cut here i this is an 
amnfement proper for gentlemen of efUtes and leifure, it is not quite 
fo ridiculous as our modern virtuoib amufements of (hells, butterfiies, 
&c. The medical or medicinal part of botany is fmall, and foon be* 
comes familiar to people of the profeffion ; the fam^ may be faid of 
the other branches of the materia medica from animals, minerals, 
and chemical preparations of thofe ; but to proceed further as a natu* 
ralift, is only proper for gentlemen of fortune, leifure, and leifibabbert 
as the Dutch exprefs it ; or otioforum hominum negotia. 

f From 43 d. 30 m. to 38 d. 30 m. N. Lat. and from 73 d. 
30 m. to 78 d. Well long, from London. 

I From 33 d. to 36 d. 30 m. N. Lat. 

C 3 S15.CT. 
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SECTION IX. 



Concerning the Province of 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 



A S the four, colonies of New-England were origi^* 
±\, nally fettled by the fame fort of people called ^ 
Puritans; their municipal laws, cuftoms, and oeco- 
nomy are nearly the fame, but more efpecially in 
J^ew-Hampfhire, which was under the aflumed jurif- 
didbion of Ma(&chufetts-Bay for many years ; therefore 
to feve repetitions, we refer feveral things to the feftio^i 
of Maflachufetts-Bay. 

The prefent poiOfeflbrs have no other claim to their 
lands but pofieffion and fome uncertain Indian deed5. 
Upon Mr. Alien's petition to queen Anne, defiring to be 
put in poffeflion of the Wafte lands, the aflembly of 
Ne^-Hampfhire pa0ed a£t3 for confirmation of their 
townfhip grants and of their boundaries, without any 
laving of the right of the general proprietor ; upon 
Mr. Allen the proprietor's application, the queen in 
c;ouncil difallowed and repealed thofe ads. 

The crown aflfuming the vacant lands, until the pro- 
prietors claiming, in right of Mr. Mafon fhall make for- 
ihal proof, that Mr. Mafon ever was in poflcflion of thefe 
lands ; this appears by an adion of ejedment brought 
by the claiming; proprietor Mr. Allen againft Waldron and 
Vaughan) Allen, being caft in cofts, appealed home, 
but his appeal was difmilTed bec^ufe he had not brought 

• S«e To|. I. p. 367. 
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t>ver proof of Mr, Mafon*s having ever been in poflefii- 
on, and was ordered to begin de novo. The colledtirt 
body oif the pec^ by their rcprefcntativcs in affembly, 
have no "f pretenfioni to the vacant or waftc lands, and 
therefore have no concern in granting of unoccupieil 
lands; all grants or charters of thcfe lands, according 
to the governor's commiflion and inflruftions, are vefted 
in the governor and council, with this claufe or referve^ 
ib f«- as in us lies ;-r-^this refervation feems to favour 
the claims under Mr. Mafon ; as is alfo a claufe in 
die royal new charter of MafTachufets-Bay 1 69 1 , *' Nod- 
dling therein contdned (hall prejudice any right of Samuel 
Allen, Efq; claiming under John Mafon, £fq; deceafed, 
of any part of the premifes/* 

The jurifdi6tion 6f this province is indifputably in thb 
crown. In property there arc many and various claimers, 
^ I. As it is faid that Mr. Mafon and his heirs and theil^ 
afligns never complied with the conditions of the grant, 
in confequence it reverts to the crown y and the crown 
at prefent is in poflelfion not only of the jurifdkSlioh bok 

?roperty of lands hitherto not granted. 2. Capt. Johh 
'utton Mafon, heir in fuccelTion, as he fays, to the origi- 
nal grantee capt John Mafon> lately made a convey- 
ance of his right for a fmall confideration to 14. or 15 
perfons of New-Hampfliire ; by their advertifements iii 
the Bofton news-papers they fecm to make a bubble of if. 
Bofton poft-boy Nov. 9, 1749. " The prefent claimers 
under the late Samuel Allen of Londoji, will End upon 
trial, they have no right to any of thefe lands*, that 
the iaid cldmers under John Tufton Mafon, will be able 
to make out the ri^t to be in them, and are willing to 

t Tlie other three colonies of the dominions of New-England, by 
their refpcdive royal charters, have the property or difpofal of their 
vacant liands lodged in the reprefentatives of the colle^ive body of 
the people. 

• Upon any judgment in the provincial courts of New-Hampfliire, 
by an appeal home, all tl^fe claims may be finally fettled by the 
Ung in council^ and prevent all babblings of property in New-Hamp* 
(hire. 

C 4 di^'^xs^x^ 
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difpute the point in law, as foon as any perfon will give 
them opportunity,** 

John Hobby, grandfon and heir of Sir Charles Hobby, 
fays, that Thomas Allen, heir to col. Allen, by deed of 
/ale, Auguft 28, 1706, conveyed one half of thefe lands 
to Sir Charles Hobby of New-England, knight. See vol. 

J' P- 505- 

3. Hobby and Adams claiming under Mr. Allen by their 

buW^ling advertifenicnts, Nov. 9, 1 749, publifhed in the 
Bofton poft-boy, November 20, 1 749, in thefe words, 
*' Whereas fundry gentlemen in the province of New- 
^' Hampfhire, claim a right to all thpfe lands in faid pro* 
** vincc and elfewherc which were granted to capt. John 
*' Mafon of London, by letters patent from the council 
^' eftablifhed at Plymouth dated March 9, 1621, and con- 
•' firmed to him by charter from king Charles the firft, dat- 
**cd Auguft 19, 1635; which lands the faid gentlemen 
*' claim under capt. John Tufton Mafon, the now prc- 
*• tended heir to the faid original patentee t This is there- 
•* fore to inform whom it may concern, that although 
•• itfhould appear that the faid Tufton Mafon is the lawful 
** heir to the faid original patentee, (which is yet to be 
doubted) it evidently appears that John and Robert 
Tufton Mafon, undoubted heirs to the faid original pa- 
tentee, did by an abfolute deed of fale, dated April 
27, 1 69 1, in confidcration of the fum of 2750I. 
" fterling, convey all their right and title to the faid 
lands to Samuel Allen of London, afterwards governor 
of New-Hampfhire aforefaid, which conveyance we 
*^ doubt not will be made to appear legal and valid, the 
faid Samuel Allen's claim having been allowed and con* 
firmed by king William and queen Mary, as ap- 
pears by their charter to the government of the pro- 
vince of the Maflachufetts-Bay ; and that Thomas Al- 
** len. Only fon and heir to the faid Samuel Allen, did by 
"deed or fale, dated Apguft 28, 1706, convey one 
" half ot faid lands to Sir Charles Hobby of Bofton, New- 
" England, Knight, under whom John Hobby late of 

♦' Barbadoes^ 
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^ Barbadoes, but now refiding at Bofton, grandfon and 
♦* heir at law to the faid Sir Charles Hobby, together 
•* with John Adams, of Bofton, have a lawful claim to 
*' the faid half of faid lands ; and the heirs of the f^ 
" Thomas Allen or their affigns, have a right to the 
•* other half; all which will foon be made to appear : 
*' And whereas the firft- mentioned claimers are granting 
fundry trads of lands to people who apprehend their 
tide to be good, it is thought proper to advife fuch 
peVfons to be cautious in fettling laid lands, till it ap- 
pears whofe the property is, which may probably be 
very fpeedily, when the wafte lands may be granted ; 
and alfo thofe perfons already poflefs'd of lands may 
" be confirmed in their poffcffions "On eafy terms. 

4. The claim of Mr. Allen's heirs, if Mn Mafon*s 
heirs fulfilled the conditions of the grant, feems to be 
the beft. It is true the Mafons and affignees in favour 
of their claim, fay that thefe lands were entailed, and 
therefore could not legally be conveyed to Mr. Allen; 
but Mr. Allen's heirs fay, that upon Mr. Allea's purcha- 
fing of Mr. Mafon's grant, he obtained a feigned or com- 
mon conveyance of thefe lands ; the cfFedt of this fort 
of recovery is to difcontinue and deftroy eftates tail, 
remainders and reverfions, and to bar and cut off the 
entails of them. 

5. Wheelright and aflbciates claim to lands in New- 
Hampfbire by. Indian deeds -, this was revived by Mr. 
Cook and others about 30 years fipce, but without effed. 
See vol. I. p. 410. 

6. Million purchafe, fo called. See vol. I. p. 419* 
This interferes with the late conveyance of the prefent 
Mr. Mafon to fome New-Hampfhire gentlemen ; as thefe 
claims will never be of any confequence, it is not worth 
while to diiintangle them. This million purchafe claim 
was revived about 28 years fincc, and lately by an ad- 
vcrtifement in the Bofton gazette, June 21, 1748. 

7. Not many years fince, when the affair of the pro- 
perty of th^ir lands was to be referred to. the king in 

council I 
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ceuncil ; the governor and council, fo far as in them lay, 
granted to themfelves and friends, (in all about 60 per- 
fens of New-Haitipfliire,) a traft of land called Kingf- 
wood, laying upon and near Winepefiakce lake or pond, 
containing almoft the whole of the wafte lands in Mr. M a- 
fon*s grant, and perhaps further than Mr. Maibn's grant 
€3ctended. 

In the reign of Charles 11. the king in connal at fundry* 
times appointed trials of the claims of the col<H>y of Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay, and of Mafon's heirs concerning the dif- 
puted lands between Neumkeag and Merimack rivers, 
but without refult or iffue ; at length by charter of Wil- 
liam and Mary, Oftober 7, 1691, conform to the old 
charter of 1629, that trad: of land was coi^firmed to 
the province of Maflachufects-Bay abfolutely as to jurif- 
diftion, but with a referve of col. Allen's claim unde^^ 
Mr. Mafon as to property. 

The corporation, or company called the council rf 
Plymouth or council of New-England (fee vol. I. p. 366, 
386.) made many grants of property, but could not de- 
legate jurifdiftion ; therefore to fupply this defcft, fome 
of theie grantees obtained additional royal charters with 
power of jurifdidlion ; Mr. Mafon 1635, Sir Ferdinan- 
do Gorge 1639, obtained royal patents*, here we may 
pbferve, that although the jurifdiftion of the lands 
from Neumkeag to Merimack river are included in 
Mr. Mafon's patent, this patent was pofterior to the Maf- 
fachufetts old royaj charter, which included that jurif- 
didtion. 

Originally the extent of this province from three miles 
north of Merimack river to Pifcataqua river was twenty 
miles fea line, and fixty miles inland ; by the determi- 
nation of the king in council 1739, the fea line continues 
the fame, and weftward heading the province of Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay, it extends from Newichawanack river about 
115 miles to New- York bounds ; northward towards Ca- 
nada it is indefinite, or rather not determined. 

The 
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# The fucceflive changes in property and jurifdiftion, 
^t as follows. Mafon's firil grant, fee vol. I. p. 41 8. 

Towards the end of 1635 diescapt, Mafon, and by 
will leaves New-Hampftiire to John Tufton (to be called 
Mafon) and his heirs : John dying before he was of age, 
it came to his brother Robert Tufton Mafon an infant, 
who was not of age till 1650 : during his minority the 
fervants in New-Hampfhire embezzle every thing, and 
the civil wars preventing any legal relief, the Mafla* 
chufetts people at the defire of the inhabitants of New- 
Hampfhire, took all thofe lands into their own difpofal 
and jurildidion. 

1 66 1, Robert Tufton Mafon petitioned king Charles 
II. to be relieved as to his property of thefe lands ; Sir 
Geofry Palmer, attorney general, made report, that 
thefe lands were the undoubted right of faid Robert 
Maion, grandfon and heir of faid John Mafon. The 
inhabitants of New-Hampliiire, and province of Main, in- 
capable of protefting themfelves againfl: the incurfions of 
the Canada French and their Indians, defired the protec- 
tion of the colony of Maflachufetts-Bay ; the affembly of 
Maflachufetts affumed the property of the vacant lands 
and jurifdiftipn of that country. The colony of Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay by their agent, that is attorney at home, 
purchafed the property of the province of Main, July 
20, 1677, frorn the heirs or afligns of Gorge ; the pro- 
perty and jufifdidion was confirmed to the province of 
Maflachufetts-Bay by their new charter, 

1675, Mr. Mafon ftill continuing his petition, the king 
refers them to the attorney and folicitor general -, they 
report his title good, and the king fends a mandatory 
letter || dated March 10, 1675-6 to the Maflachufetts- 
Bay colony : William Stoughton and Peter Bulkley arc 
fent ovcf agents to anfwer Mafon's complaints j they 

H This letter is direded : To our trufty and well beloved the gover- 
nor and magiilrates of oar town of Boflon in New- England. 
N. B. in thofe times the colony of Mailachufects-Bsy (a hard word) 
was called the Boilon colpoy. 

2l^ 
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as attorneys legally conftituted in the name of Maf- 
fachuietts colony difclaim chofe lands before the court of 
KingVBench. 

1679, the proprietors and inhabitants of New-Hamp- 
fliire not capable of protedUng themfelves againft the 
Canada French and their Indians, defired of the crown to 
take them under their immediate proteftion ; accordingly 
the king commiflSoned ♦ a prefident with ten councel- 
lors for the government thereof, Sept. 18, 1679, and 
the lands granted there by the Maffachufetts colony, 
were directed to pay Mr, Mafon's heirs fix-pence in the 
pound quit-rent, as incomes at that time were valued by 
way of compofition ; at the fame time a court of record 
is conftituted, to try and determine all cau(es, referviog 
an appeal home when the value is 50 1. fterl. and up- 
wards ; Robert Mafon may make our titles to the prefent 
poffeflbrs at fix-pence in the pound value of all rents of 
real eftates, as quit-rents, the unoccupied lands to re- 
main to faid Mafon. 

1682, May 9, King Charles II. appoints Edward 
Cranfield, Efq; lieutenant-governor. When the crown 
was endeavouring to reaffume all charters and patents, the 
patentees made another formal furrender of jurifdiftion to 
the crown •, and Cranfield 1684 was commiffioned gover- 
nor, but foon went to Barbadoes, and lieutenant-gover- 
nor Ufher had the adminiftration. 

Robert Mafon the patentee's cafe was recommended by 
the crown ; he came over to New-Hampfliire, fome few 
of the poffeflbrs took leafes, but they generally refufed 
this propofal. Mr. Mafon brought writs of ejeftment 
againft Mr. Waldron and about 30 others, he recovered 

* For the honour of thofe families who in thefe times were reck- 
oned principal original fettlers, we (hall tranfmit them by name^ 
viz. John Cuts, prefident, the ten councellors were Richard Martyn, 
William Vaughan, and Thomas Daniel of Portfmouthj John Gilman 
of Exeter, Chriftopher Huffy of Hampton, and Richard Waldron of 
Dover, with power to chufe three others to conftitute the firil council j 
the prefident and five other councellors to be a board. 

judgment. 
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judgment, but was oppoled in the execution, and his life 
threatened. 1684 Mr. Mafon brought a writ of ejedment 
againft William Vaughan, Efq; and recovered judgment ; 
Mr. Vaughan appealed to his majefty in council ; this 
appeal was difmifTed and the former judgment confirm- 
ed, and coils given againil the appellant. Mr. Mafon de- 
fpairing of anv accommodation with the people, and his 
life threatenea, returned to England, and foon after dies, 
leaving two fons John, and Robert Tufton Mafon. 

1 69 1, April 27, John and Robert Tufton Mafon by 
their deed lawfully executed for the confideration of 
2750, 1. fterl. did grant to Samuel Allen of London, Efqs^ 
all their f right to lands in New-England. 

1692, 

f An abftra^ ofMafon^s deed to Allen. 1691, April 27, John 
Tuifton Mafon and Robert Tufton Mafon, fons of Robert Tufton Ma- 
fon, fome time of the pariih of St. Martinis in the fields in the couhty 
of Middlefex, Efq; deteafed, fell to Samuel Allen of London Mer- 
chant, in confideration of 2750 1. fterl. a portion of main land in 
New-England from the middle of Merimack river to proceed eaftward 
tdong the fea-coafl to Cape- Anne and round about the fame to Pifca- 
taqua harbour, and fo forwards up within the river of Newichawa- 
nock, and to the furtheft head of the faid river, and from thence north- 
wefhvard till 60 miles be finiQied from the firll entrance of Pifcataqua 
harbour ; and alfo firom Neumkea^ through the river thereof up into 
the land wefi 60 miles ; from which period to crofs over land to the 
60 miles end accounted from Pifcataqua through the Newichawa* 
nock river to the land north weflward ; and alfo all the fouth half of 
the iiles of Shoals, together with all other iflands and ifelets as well 
imbayM as adjoining, laying, abutting upon or nefu: the premifet 
within five leagues diltance, not otherways granted by fpecial name to 
any at any. time before April 18, 163^, called by the name of Niw- 
Hampshirb. Alfo ten thoufand acres at the S. £. part of the en* 
trance of Sagadahock, called by the name of Masomia. Alfo a por* 
don of land in the province of Main, beginning at the entrance of 
Newichawanock river and fo upwards alone the faid river, and to 
the furtheft head thereof, and to contain in ore^dth through all the 
length aforefaid three miles within the land from every part of faid 
river and half way over faid river. Alfo that part of the fea-coaft 
of New-England, on a great head land or cape north eaftward 
of a great river of the Mafachufetts, (Iretching into the fea ea(l« 
wards five leagues or thereabouts in the lat. between 42 d. and 
43 d. known by the name of Tabigranda or Cape* Anne, with the 

nortKv 
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1692, March i. Col. Samuel Allen was commiffioned 
governor of New-Hamplhire, and his commiffion was 
from three miles nortfi of Merimack river to Pifcataqua 
river, &c. 



north, foath and eaft fhores thereof; the back bounds towards thft 
snain land beginning at the head of the next great river to the fouth* 
ward of faid cape> and running into the main land wefhu^ard, and up 
a river fuppofed to be called Merimack, north weftward of (aid cape 
to the fuitheft head of faid river ; from whiph period to crofs over 
land to the other great river which lies fouthward of forefaid cape^ 
and half-way over, that is to fay^o the middle of the faid two rivers 
ikithin the great ifland called Isle Mason laying near or before the 
bay, harbour or river of Agawam, with sdl iilands laying within 
three miles of faid fea-coaft, known by the name of Mariana, 
i^llb all thofe lands and countries bordering on the rivers and lakes 
of the Iroquois or nations of Indians inhabiting up into th& land- 
ward between the lines of the weft and north weft, conceived to 
pafs or lead upwards from the rivers of Sagadahock and Meri- 
mack, together with the lakes and rivers of the Iroquois, and other 
nations adjoining, the middle part of which lake lies near about 
44 d. or 45 d ; as alfo all lands within ten miles qf anv parts of 
^d lakes and rivers on the fouth eaft part thereof, and h-om the 
tftfi end or (ides of the faid lakes and rivers, fo far forth to 
the \^e& as fhall extend halfway into the next great lake to the 
weftward, and from thence northward into the north Ade of the main 
liver, which runneth from the great and vaft weftem lakes and fall- 
cth into the river of Canada, including all within faid perambulation, 
which portions of lands, rivers and lakes are commonly called the. 

Eovince of Laconia. As alfo the towns and ports of Portfmouth, 
kmpton, Dover, Exeter, Little Harbour, Greenland, Salifbury, 
old Salifbury, Concord, Sudbury, Reading, Bclerica, Gloucefter, Cape 
Anne town, Ipfwich, Wenham, Newbury, Haverhill, A ndover, Row- 
ley, Bafstown, Woburn, and all other villages, towns, ports and har- 
bours in the aforefaid tra^s of land called Mafonia, Mariana, lile 
Mafon, and province of Laconia, with all mines, minerals^ &c, and 
ill royal letters or patents, deeds, writings, rentals, accounts, papers, 
and evidences of land whatfoever relating to the fame. 

It is faid that Mr. M afon (called treafurer and pay-mafter of the 
army,) 1634, ^^^^ ®^^' about 70 fervants with ftores and proviflons to 
carry on the fettlementof New-Hampfliire; and Mr. Mafon dying 
towards the end of 1635, ^^^^ ^^^ eftate in New-Hampftiire invent* 
cred, amounted to about twenty thoufand pounds fterl. 
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1700, Col. Allen came over toNew-Hampfture to'pro- 
fecute his claim, and found there were 24 or 25 leaver 
torn out of the records ; thefe kaves contained the re*- 
cords of former judgments of ejeftment obtained by Ma- 
fooi He enters new writs of ejeftment againft W^dron^ 
Vaughan, &c. the juries brought in for the defendants 
cods ; the king in council difmii&d his appeal without 
cofts, becaufe he had not brought proof of^ Mr. Mafpn's 
poileflion, and was allowed to begin de novo. Col. AUea 
petitioned Q^ Anne in council to be put in poflfeflion of 
the wade lands, &c. the petition was referred to the board 
of trade and plantations ; they advifed with Sir Edwaixl 
Northey, attorney general, who reported that her ma- 
jefly might fafely put him in pofleffion of the unim* 
proved land, but where the inhabitants had poflefEoa 
he might bring his writs of ejedment : an order was 
fcnt to governor Dudley ( at this time Dudley was go- 
vernor of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay and of 
the province of New-Hamplhire by two diftindt com- 
miflions) to put col. Allen in pof&flion of the waftfi 
lands, but for land improved he was to bring writis of 
eje£i:ment,'and when the trials came on governor Dud'^ 
^ ley was directed to go into court and demand a fpeciat 
verdid ; accordingly upon a trial of eje<5lmeiit againft 
Waldron, governor Dudley was notified to attend, but for 
certain reafons at that time befl known to himielf, and 
a great indifpofition of body ( as he faid ) he proceeded 
no further than Newbury •, the defendants obtained cofti 
offuit: Col. Allen appeals to the crown, but dies be^' 
fore the appeal was profecuted, leaving one fon and four 
daughters. His fon Thomas fucceeds him in thefe claims^ 
and was caft in his writs of ejedtment with cods, a fpe- 
cial verdift being refufed •, he appealed, and died befoB:! 
it could be heard, leaving two Ions and one daughter 
infants. To^ cut off the claim of Mr* Allen's heirs to 
wafie lands, fo far as in them Ues, lately this governmenli 
have made a grant of the wafie lands by the name of 
liangswood to about 60 of their principal inhabitants poi* 

feffiics^ 
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fcflbrs, that there might rem^n no wafte lands in Mr* 
Mafon's grant. 

The lands lately adjudged by the king in council, not 
to belong to the Maflachufetts-Bay grant, are now crown 
lands, but at prefent under the jurifdidtion of the pro- 
vince of New-Hampfhire; they lay north of Maflachufetts, 
and when the boundaries with Canada are fettled may 
prove a good diftinft inland province for produce. By 
an order of the king in council 1 744, it is direfted, that 
if the government of New-Hampfhire do not provide for 
fort Dummer, there will be a neceflity for returning that 
fort with a proper contiguous diftrid): to the province of 
Maifachufetts-Bay : but fo it happened, that during the 
late French war, the province of Maffachufetts-Bay by 
the contrivance of — - for fake of perquifites maintained 
that fort and many block- houfes within the diftridl of 
New-Hamp(hirc, without any confideration or allowance, 
for want of proper application at home. 
- As Mr. Malbn's grant lies indented in the province of 
Maffachufetts-Bay, ( the old colony of MafTachufetts-Bay 
is weftward, and the province of Main by the new 
charter annexed to Maffachufetts-Bay is eafhvard ) per- 
haps it would be for the intereft of Great-Britain and for 
the good of the inhabitants, to annex this fmall country 
to the neighbouring government by an additional char- 
ter. The property of the vacant lands of Maffachufetts- 
Bay being in the reprefcntatives of the coUeftive body 
of the people, and the property of the vacant lands in 
New-Hampfhire being in the crown, is no obftacle, fee- 
ing the vacant lands in Sagadahock or duke of York's 
former property, tho* annexed by charter to Maffachu- 
fctts, continue the property of the crown, that is, not to 
be affigncd by the government of Maffachufetts-Bay, 
without confent of the crown. New-Hamp(hire is too di- 
minutive for a feparate government or province ; the 
numbers of their people and the value of their commerce 
are infignificant : in fadt the governor of Maffachufetts- 
Bay for many years was alfo governor of New- 
Hampfhire I 
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ttampfhire with a diftinft commiflion, but about ten years 
fii\ce the aflembly of New-Hampfhire enter a complaint 
to the king in council againft the joint governor of that 
time, in relation to the cafe of fettling the boundaries be- 
tween the two provinces ; that he was partial in favour of 
his more profitable government of Maflachufetts-Bay, by 
adjourning and proroguing the aflembly of New-Hamp- 
Ihire, when the cafe was in agitation ^ this complaint, by 
the king in council, was judged true and good, therefore 
a feparate governor for New-Hampfhire was coromiflion- 
cd anno 1740. In fuch diminutive governniients, the go- 
vernor may domineer and a£t in a more defpotick man- 
ner, than his fovereign can poflibly in Great-Britain ; it 
is faid that a governor and fuch of the council as he thinks 
proper to confult with, difpenfe with fuch provincial laws 
as are troublefome or ftand in their way in procedures of 
their court of equity, fo called. 

Here is at prefent fubfifting a difputfe (interrupting all . 
publick bufinefs) ' between the governor in council, and 
the houfe of reprefentatives, concerning the governor's 
prerogative of negativing a fpeaker, and his qualifying fo 
many towns and diftrids as he (hall think worthy to fend 
reprefentatives ; and in this infignificant government it 
may be called lis de lana caprina, but in our confiderable 
colonies it is an affair of great confequence, therefore I 
ihall here infert a fmall digreflion concerning thefe prero* 
gatives and privikges. 

ADiGRESSiON concerning fome difputed points relating 
to the legiflatures of the feveral Britifh colonies in Ame- 
rica ; particularly where the prerogatives of the crown 
governors feem to clalh with the privileges of the repre- 
lentadres of the coUedive body of the people or fettlers, 
in general court afiembled. 

Perhaps, in our colonies after a Icgiflature is confti- 
tutcd by royal charters as in New- England, as by pro* 
prietary patents of government as in Peofylvania, Mary* 
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land, &c. or by royal commiflion or inftruftions * to the 
firft crown governor in the king's governments -, further 
inftruftions from the court of Great-Britain, though obli- 
gatory upon the negatives of the country's reprefentatives, 
who naturally may be fuppofed, and doubtlefs were in- 
tended, as a check upon inftrudlions from the boards at 

home not well verfed in plantation affairs. On the 

other fide, as to prerogative, the plantation afts ought 
to have a fufpindkig claufe, that is, not to be obligatory 
(thus it is in Ireland, a Britifh colony or acquifition, an 
ancient precedent) unlefs confirmed by the Britifh court. 

Thus in general, there are two fupreme negatives in 
the legiflatures of our American colonies ; the king in 
council, and the particular legiflatures of the feveral co- 
lonies. 

In a colony where there is a royally confHtuted legi- 
flature, perhaps their publick afts, after being approved 
of, or not difapproved after a certain time (MafTachufetts- 
Bay charter exprefles it after three years) cannot be dif- 
annuUed but by the legiflature of Great-Britain called the 
parliament, who in all Britifh cafes and over all perfons 
according tathe Britifh conflituiion are abfolutely fupreme 
ind the dernier refort. 

' If any innovations were to be made by the adminiflra- 
rion at home upon the eftablifhed conflitution of our co- 
lonies^ they naturally will begin with fome infignificant 
colony, fuch for inflance is this of New-Hampfhire, 
where the people have no money nor interefl lodged at 
home to maintain their privileges ; and from precedents 
of fuch impotent colonies, proceed to impofe upon the 
more rich and valuable colonies : thus it was in the latter 
end of the reigri of Charles II. and in the fhort abrupted 
leign of James 11. when all corporation valuable privi- 
leges were defigned to be abrogated ; they began with 
the infignificant impotent borough corporations. 

* The inHruaion is, that after ♦•♦ a limited time, they (hall iffuc 
a fommons for convealag a general aireihbly» 

Ago- 
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A gdvcmor perhaps by foliciting at home and giving 
adequate gratuities and fees to the proper leading cierki 
of the feveral boards, may obtain additional inftrudtionf 
fuitable to his intereft or humour. I do not maintaiii 
but only mention, that we feem to have a late inftance of 
this in the province of New-Hampfliire, 1744-5, ther^ 
was a difpute between the governor and houfe of reprer 
fentatives -concerning the houfe's not admitting of mem*- 
bers from the governor's new conftituted townfhips and 
diftrifis, but not qualified by the houfe ; the governor 
by folicitations, &c. at home, obtained, in the king'is 
abfbnce, &om the lords juftices an additional inftru^on 
asfoUows« 

^♦Bythc LORDS JUSTICES. 

Gower, P. S. Additional inftrudion to Benning Went*^ 
Bedford, worth, £fq; his majefty's governor and 

Montagu, commander in chief, in and pver the 

Pembroke. province of New-Hampfliire, in Newr 

England in America ; or to the commanr 

der in chief of the faid province for the 

time being. 
(Seal) Given at Whitehall, tht 30th day of 

June, 1748, inthezzd year of his mat* 

jcfty's reign. 

Whereas it hath been reprefented to his majcfty. That 
you having in his noajefty's name, and by virtue of your 
conmiiffion, i0ued a writ to the (herifFof the province un- 
der your government, commanding him to make out pre* 
cepts, directed to the fele&-men of certain towns, parifhes 
and diftriAs therein mentioned, for theeledion of fit perfons 
qualified in law to reprelent them in the general ai^mbly, 
appointed to be held at Portf mouth, within the faid .pro- 
vince, on the 24th day of January, 1744-5; by which 
writ, the towns of South-Hampton and Chefter, and the 
diftridU dP Haverhill, and of Mechucn and Drac^ut, and 
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the diftrift of Rumford, were impoweped to choofe reprc- 
fentatives as aforefaid ; the faid general aflembly did re- 
fufe to admit the perfons duly elefted to reprefent the faid 
towns and diftrids to fit and vote in the choice of a 
fpeaker : And whereas the right of fending reprefentatives 
to the faid aflembly was founded originally on the com- 
miflions and inftruftions given by the crown to the re- 
fpeftive governors of the province of New-Hamplhire, 
and his majefly may therefore lawfully extend the privi- 
lege of fending reprefentatives to fuch new towns as his 
majefty fhall judge worthy thereof. 

It is therefore his majefty/s will and pleafure^ and you 
are hereby direfted and required to diflblve the aflembly 
of the province, under your government, as foon as 
conveniently may be, and. when another is called, to 
iflue his majefty's writ to the flierifF of the faid province, 
<:ommanding him to make out precepts, diredled to the 
feleft-men of the towns of South-Hampton andChefter, 
the diftridb of Haverhill, and of Methuen and Dracut, 
•and the diftrift of Rumford, requiring them to caufe 
the freeholders of the faid towns and diftridts to aflemble, 
*a deft fit perfons to reprefent the faid towns and di- 
ftridb in general aflembly, in manner following, viz. 
'Ont for the town of South-Hampton, one for the town 
•of Chefl^r, one for .the diftrift oi Haverhill, one for the 
diftrift of Methuen and Dracut, and one for the diftrift 
of Rumford : AND it is his majefty's further will and 
qpleafure, tliat you do fupport the rights of fuch Repre- 
fentatives, when chofe -, and that you do likewife fignify 
4iis majefty's pleafure herein to the members of the faid 

•general aflembly.*' 

' This would be nearly the fame as if the patricii of 
JRome (in our colonies they are called governor and 
.council) had aflumed the prerogative of regulating the + 
-tribuni plebis, or reprefentatives of the people. 

The 

f When the patricii or optimates came fo lord it toor much over 
^4bc other people of Rome, thefe people infilled upon their having re- 

^* prcfcntatives 
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The vrits or precepts for elefting of rcprefentativcs 
for the fcveral townihips and diftrifts returned into thq 
fecretary's office, were produced in the houfc,*Jan. 5. 
1748-9, being the firft day of the fitting of a new af- 
fembly, they confilled. of . ', 

m 

3 from Portfmouth. i from Newington. 

3' * Dover.* i * New-Market. 

2 Hampton. 1 Stratham. 

. 2 Exeter. i Greenland. 

2 Newcaftle &. Rye. i London- derry. 

I Kingfton i Durham. 

Hampton-Falls. — 



J 
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iTiere were fome otlier members returned by fome new 
towns, Chefter, South-Hampton, and three other diftrifts, 
but not admitted to fit : Richard Waldron, Efq; a wbrthy 
man, chofen fpeaker by aU the votes, excepting one, wa$ 
negatived or difallowed by the governor, becaufe the re- 
prefentatives from the new towns were not admitted to 
lit and vote in the choice. The houfe were ftriftly re- 
quired by the governor to admit thefe new reprefenta- 
tlves, the refufal of them being the higheft contempt 
of the king's authority, as he faid, and to proceed to 
a new choice of a fpeaker. This was abfolutely refufed 
by the houfe ; denying the governor's power of nega- 
tiving a fpeaker, and of introducing f members not 

prefentatives in the publick adminiftration, called tribuni plebis, to 
maintain the liberties and privileges of die commons againft the 
power of the optimates ; perhaps the houfe of commons in the Britifk 
legiflature had fome fuch originals 

f If the king fends inftru£li6ns to his governors of colonies, con- 
cerning the negativing of fpeakers, and qualifying any new towns or 
diftrids that fhall be thought worthy to fend reprefentatives to their 
general aiTemblies ; it feems an ancient eftabliOied cuftom or praflice^ 
thatisy privilege of the houfe to admit or refafe novel pra^lices, it 
being a notorious privilege in the Britilh conftitution for the reprefen* 
tatives of the pcopU to jregolate their own members. 

D 3 warranted 
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t«rai«nted by law, ufage, cuftom, or any ochtr autho* 
tity. 

\ This boufc ftill fubfifts (June 1750) by many proro* 
gations and alternate meflages, but have done no pubhck 
or ordinary provincial bufinefs ; whether the governor or 
houfe of repreftntatives are in fault I do not determine ; 
I only relate matters of faft, and refer it to proper judg- 
ment. 

As to a governor in the Britifh colonies negativino 
A spj^aker, it is faid to be a controverted point, therc- 
fc^re fhail make a few itmarks in relation to it. 

1 . As the king at home and his governors in the 
plantations abroad, never pretended to negative the elec- 
tion of a member for a county, town, or diftrift -, i% 
feems inconfiftent that they fhould claim a negative upon 
a fpeaker, or chairman, or moderator, chofen amongft 
themfelves. 

2. In Great-Britain, towards the end of the reign of 
Charles II. all charters and other privileges of the peo- 
ple were defigned to be facrificed to the prerogative ; 
there was a difpute between the prerogative and the pri- 
vilege of the commons concerning the court's negativing 
pf a fpeaker ; but ever fince, this controverfy lies dor- 
mant*, it is a tender point, a noli me tangere \ and plan- 
tation governors, wno endeavour to revive the like in 
their dmrifts, by -flily procuring inftru(5tions from the 
court at home in favour' of fuch a negative, are perhaps 
ho true friends to their colony, nor to the Britifh confti- 
tution in general* . 

3. Notwithftanding that, in the new charter 1691 
cf the proyince of Maflachufetts-Bay, it {s exprefly faid, 
that thfe governor fhall have a negative In all elcilions 
and affb^ of ^^overnmient ; in their additional or expla- 
natory charter 1 2 Gea L in the king's abfence granted 
by the guardians or juftices of the kingdom, it is faid, 
that no provifion was made in faid charter, of the king 
jpy hii governor, approving or difapproving the eleAion 
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of a ipcakef of the houfe of reprcfentatives. In confe- 
qucnce of this new charter, not by any abfolute royal 
<:ominand, but by the voluntary confcnt jwd aft of the 
reprefentativcs themfelves, the commander in chief i& 
allowed to negative the fpeaker. Thus perhaps an a£^ 
of the general affembly of New-Hahipfhire tr their tacit; 
fubmiffion, might inveft their governor with the like 
power, but not to be afliimed in any other manner. 

4. The exclufive right of eleding their own fpeaker 
is in the houfe of commons or reprefentatives ; the con-t 
firmation by prefenting him to the king, or to his gor 
vernors, is a meer form in courfe : thus^thc lord mayor 
and fherifFs of London are prefented in the king's ex- 
chequer-court, but no negative pretended ; and perhaps 
if the king in a progrefs fhould happen to be in anv cor- 
porated city or town at the time ot the eleftion ot their 
niayor and fherifFs, in compliment and form they would 
be prefented to the king. 

As to the governor's difpute with the houfe of repre- 
fentatives concerning his fummonipg new members 

FROM UNPRIVILEGED PLACES OR DISTRICTS, WC makc 

the following remarks. 

1. The prefent governor of New-Hampfhire, without 
any prudential retenue or referve, impolitically expofing 
fuch an arbitrary proceeding ^ menaces them with ten 
more fuch reprefentatives, he means an indefinite arbi- 
trary number in his mefTage, Feb. 15, 1748-9. 

2. For many fcores of years, which is generally con- 
ftrued a prefcriptiqn ; there have been no royal addition 
of members or parliament ; and at the union of the two 
kingdoms of Scotland and England, to prevent multi- 
plying of members, the fmall royal corporated towns of 
Scotland were clafTed, that is, four or five of them jointly 
to fend one member or reprelentative •, therefore as the 
royal appointing of new reprefentatives in Great-Britain 
lias been difcontinucd time out of mind, why fhould the 

P 4 general 
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general conftitution be infringed upon in our colonies ? 
and from the caprice or private intcreft of a governor, 
the aflembiy members be f multiplied to an inconvenient 
and chargeable number ? excepting where the cultiva- 
tion of wiFdernefs lands may require new townftiips or 
diftrifts, and if inconveniently remote from a former 
fliire or county town, they require a new feparate county 
or fhire. 

3. As an inftance or precedent of a royal regulation 
in the colonies ; in the charter of Maflachufetts-Bay it is 
exprefly declared, " that the houfe of reprefentatives 
** with the other branches of the legiflature, fhould de- 
** termine what numbers fhould be afterwards fent to 
** reprefent the counties, towns, and places ;'* therefore 
the affair of reprefentation in the legiflature is not ab- 
folutely in the governor and his devotees of the coun- 
cil. 

4. In the neighbouring province of Maflachufetts-Bay 
by charter, each townfliip was qualified (by a late in- 
ilruftion, the newly granted townftiips are difqualified) 
to fend two reprefentatives, whereas they generally fend 

-f- In the province of MaiTachafetts-Bay, from 17J0 to 1741 (the 
, reafons or inducements of this procedure, I (hall not account for) by 
erediog of new townftiips and fplitdng of old townfliips into many 
corporations^ the inembers of the hou(e of reprefentatives were likely 
to be increafed to an impolitical number ; therefore in the following 
adminiflration, (fee vol. I. p. 490) the governor had an inflruc- 
tion, in granting new townftiips to exclude them from fending repre- 
fcntatives : this Tpeqis inconMent with the Britifti conftitution, where- 
by all freeholders of 40 s. per ann. income and upwards, are qualified 
to be reprefented in the legiflature and taxation ; in particular, free- 
holders are not to be taxed but where their agent or reprefentative 
does or may appear. 

A vote of the repref(pntatives to regulate their own houfe, is not a 
general a£l of government. 

Governors have a confiderable advantage over their afTemblies ; 
when he fends them any inpofing meftage of importance, but not 
feafonable ; to prevent any reprefentation of it? inconvenipncy or iU 
Ifif^^it/f he adjourns or prorogi;e$ thein. 

one. 
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one, and at times cxclufively the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives excufe fome towns from fending, and muldt other 
townfhips for not fending. Iix Great-Britain there are 
many borough towns or corporations not privileged to 
fend memfe^rs or reprefentatives to parliament ; but as 
there are county reprefentatives, as freeholders they are- 
reprefcnted in their county : whereas in New-England 
there being no county reprefentatives, thefe unprivileged 
diftrifts are not reprefented, which is an"* infringement 
upon the Britifh conftitution. 

5. All new townlhips and diftrifts, who by a gover- 
nor's precept are required to fend reprefentatives, their 
qualifications ougjjt to be confirmed by an aft of aflfem- 
bly, before they are allowed to fit, otherwife the |^ver- 
nor to fcrve a turn may multiply the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives to any inconvenient number and unneceflary publick 
charge where the reprefentatives are upon wages; toge* 
ther with the general damage of calling off from labour 
and bufinefs, many perfons invincibly ignorant of pub- 
lick affairs. 

6. The lad charter of the city of New- York in the 
king's province of New- York, was confirmed by a6l of 
their provincial aflembly, 1730; and by its laft claufc 
it is provided that, " this prefent aft fhould be reputed, 
** as if it were a publick aft of aflembly relating to the 
" whole colony." This is an inftance of corporations in 
the plantations being confirmed by aft of aflembly. 



• To obviate or re^ify this, the counties by aft of aflembly may 
be allowed county reprefentatives, or the new townfhips and fub- 
divifions of old townfhips may be clafTcd and jointly lend one or more 
reprefsntatives. As in the nature of things, nothing, no conftitu- 
tion is pcrteft; where any inconveniency from time to time appears, 
it ought to be rediified. This introducing of county reprefentatives. 
or of daiiical reprefentations of towns, is not confiftent with a late 
inflrudiion from the court of Great Britain, that in granting of new 
townfhips, a provrfion be made that the number of reprefentatives be 
not thereby increafed, or with a fuipending claule, i e. It ihall not 
take place till coniirmed from home, 

lftva.\V 
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I ihall here iniert feme obfervations concerning gene*p 
ral aflemblies or houfes of reprefentatives which were 
omitted in the fe&ion of MalTachufetts-Bay. 

I • Conftituting townfliips withall corporation privileges, 
but exprefly excluding them from the privilege of fending 
reprefentatives, feems anti-constitutional; efpeci- 
ally confidering, that there are no county reprefentations 
of freeholders in New-England. Sec vol. I. p. 459. 

2. By adt of the afTembly of Ma(Iachufetts-6ay 40 
members are required to make a quorum in the houfe of 
reprefentatives j as this is not by charter, it may be refti- 
fied by ad of afTembly. In the houfe of commons of 
Gra«r»ntain confifting of 558 members or returns, 40 
makQ# quorum •, why fhould the houfe'of reprefentatives 
of M^fachufetts-Bay, which this year 1750 confifts pf only 
about 90 returns, have the fame number 40 for a quorum? 
As many towns are delinquent in fending reprefenta- 
tives, and fome members of the other towns negligent 
in their attendance, it may fometimes be difficult to make 
a quorum of 40, and confequently publick bufmefs im- 
peded. 

3. The old aft, that a reprefentative mufl be a refi- 
dent in the townfhip for which he iselefted, may be falu- 
tary for fome time in a new country not much concerned 
in commerce and policy ; but a trading politick country, 
fuch as is Maflachufetts-Bay, for a country-man not 
ufed to trade or money to prefcribe in fuch affairs, is not 
natural. See vol. I. p. 506. 

4. As in England, fherifFs of counties are excluded 
from being members of the houfe of commons, fo in the 
colonies the fame regulation may take place, becaufe a 
fherifF may be fuppofed to be under the influence of the 

* court or governor, his conflitueiits, and his perfonal pre- 
fence feems required in his bayliwick. 

5. That the councellors and reprefentatives may ferve 
their country gratis : thus we fhall have generous mem- 
bers, not hirelings eafily to be corrupted. This year 
1750, the town of Boflon and fome country townfhips 

by 
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hf way of leading examples have made an introdu£tion« 
Anciently in the parliament of England a knight of the 
(hire was allowed 4 s. and a citizen or burgels 2 s. a day, 
|)y the refpeftive places for which they were chofen ; at 
prefent they have no ws^es ; the houfe of lords, the king's 
hereditary council or fecotid branch in the legiflature^ 
never had any pay. It is full time that our colonies 
Ihould confc»rm to this example ; feveral provinces have 
conformed, particularly in New-England our neighbouring 
colony of Rhode-Ifland ever fince 1746. See vol, L 
p. 507. This will be a confiderable article of faving in 
the ordinary charges of government* 

A DiORBSSiON concerning the national claims of Greats 
Britain and France relating to difputed countries on the 
continent of North-America and fome of the Caribec 
Weft-India iflands. 

The crown lands lately taken from the province of 
Maflfachuiett^-Bay, and the lands north of Mafon's grants 
have lately pro tempore been annexed to the jurifdiftion 
of this fmall province of New-Hamp(hire ; they extend 
from weft to eaft from New- York eaft line (which is 
to miles eaft of Hudfon's river) to the weft line of 
the province of Main about 115 miles -, north they ex- 
tend indefiniteiy to a line dividing the American Britifh 
dominions from the dominions of France called New- 
France or Canada; this line is now upon the carpet in 
Paris, to be adjufted by Britifh and French commiffa- 
ries. * Mr. Bollpn, agent for Maflachufetts-Bay, has an f 

inftruftion 

« 

* This line docs not immediately afFc£l the province of Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay, it aiFe£ts Nova-Scotia, Sagadahock, (the jurifdidion pro 
tempore but not the property of Sagadahock or duke of York's grant, 
is in the province of Maflachufetts-Bay ^ as was alfo Nova- Scotia by the 
prefent charter) the late crown land of New-Hampfliire, New- York, &c. 

-|- That the curious may have fome notion of our colonies agen- 
cies At the court of Great-Britain, I Ihall here infert, by way of in* 
hance, an abftraft of the laft body of inflrudtions to agent Bollon vot- 
ed by the aflembly, January 19^ 1 749'50. \« To 
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inftrufltion from their aflcmbly to reprclcnt the en- 
croachments which]^the French are making upon ow fet- 
dements in North- America. 

The late exorbitant French claims of extending their 
boundaries in America, beyond all the limits which have 
hitherto been challenged or allowed, gave occalion to the 
following paragraphs. 

M. La Janqeriepe governor general of Canada or New- 
France, by his inftru6ti^s firom home, lately fent letters 
to the commandant of NOva-Scotia and to the governor of 
Maflachufetts-Bqy, claiming a great part of Nova-Scotia, 
and from thence fo far asQuenebec river in New-England. 
At this writing M. La Corne a French officer from Cana- 
da with a conflderable 4- force, lies canton'd on the north- 
fide 

1 . To folicst the pajrment and reimburTement of the charges of the 
late intended expedition againft Canada. 

2. To folicit the payment for tlie provincial cloathing, made ufe of 
by ad. Knowles for his majefty^s fea and land forces at Louifbourg. 

5. To folicit the charge of fupporting fort Dummer, and defending 
the frontiers of New-Hampfhire. 

4. To make application, that the governments of Conne6Hcut, 
New-HampfhirCy and Rhode- Ifland, be obliged to afpeedy and equi- 
table redemption of their bills of publick credit. 

5. To reprefent the encroachments made and making by the French 
on his majefty's territories in North -America. 

6. To enquire into the ftate of the line between this province and 
the colony of Conne^cut as formerly fettled, in order to have it con- 
firmedy if not already done. 

7. To make application that feveral governments on this continent 
be obliged to bear a jufl proportion of men and money in cafe of an- 
other war. 

8. To folicit the exemption of fea-men and otfiers in this govern- 
ment from impreifes on board any of his maj eily*8 fhips that may 
come into this province. * 

9. That he apply to the court of Great- Britain for pay for the fnow 
Eagle and Dominique taken from the captors at Louifbourg, and em- 
ployed in his majefty*s fervice to carry home prifoners to France. 

I o. The agent being impowered to receive what money (hall be ob- 
tained at Great- Britain for this government, he is to lodge the fame at 
^he bank of England for the further order of the general aflembly* 

4- This force conftfts of three companies of marines, about 400 In- 
dians of Canada, St. John^s^ Cape- Sable, and Penobfcot, fome Canada 

mum^ 
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fide of Chicanifto bay and river, to prevent us from ex* 
tending further north than the peninfula, fo called, and 
from building a fort upon the necK where h the barcadier 
by the Bay Verte to Canada. Major Laurence of War- 
burton's regiment with about 450 men was fent to dif- 
lodge them, but finding the French too. ftrong, and in- 
ftrufted to repel force by force, as alfo the houfes burnt 
to prevent any lodgement there, he retired to Minas« 

The French court has appointed as commiiTaries the 
marquis de la GliiToniere late commandant general of 
New-France, and M. LaHouettes ; with two commifla- 
ries nominated by the court of Great- Britain, Mr. Shir- 
Icy, late governor of Maflachufetts-Bay, and Mr. Mild- 
may ; t» regulate all the refpeftive prctenfions of the two 
nations in America, and the contefts ftill remaining on 
fome prizes made on both fides during the war. It is 
thought that for fome time they may avoid coming to 
any determination, and perhaps inftead of a definitive 
may come to a provifional treaty of Uti, &c. 

There was lately a difpute concerning the property 
and jurifdidion of the ifland of Tobago in the Weft-Indies 
between the governor of Barbadoes and the general of 
Mardnico ; tnis difpute ended in a provifional treaty ; 
this with Ibme other of the windward Caribee iflands com- 
monly went by the name of || Neutral Iflands. 

Soon after the peace of Aix la Chapelle, which was con- 
cluded Oftober 7, 1 748, the French began to fettle (ercdt 
batteries) the neutral Caribee iflands of * Tobago, St. 

^ Vincent, 

milida and Coureors des Boi3» and French neutrals, as they are called^ 
of Nova-'Scotia. 

I The imprudence of our commanders and other officers, in giving 
the denomination of neutrals to the French fettlers of Nova- Scotia, 
perhaps gave occafion to the prefent French daim of a great part of No- 
va-Scotia and, of fome part of New-England fo far as Quenebec river. 

* Tobaeo was formerly the property of the dukes of Courland ; they 
had a fetuement on the coai^ of Guinea called Fort St Andrew %o 
iupply it with negro Haves : in the beginning of the reign of king 
Cwles II. they were difpoffefled by the Dutch ; this occafioned 
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Vincent, St. Lucia, andSt . Dominico. Thefe and fbme 
<ither Caribec iflands calkd Neutrals arc otprcfly mcntU 
oned to keep up the claim, in both f commiffions of the 
governor of Barbadoes, and the French general of Marti- 
rfco. Beginning of December 1748, the French governor 
c^Martinico ijfTued a proclamation, prohibiting theEnglifh, 
Dutch or Danes from trading there without licence from 
che general of Martinico, on pain of forfeiting vefTel and 
cargo. Upon information of thefe procecdii^s the go- 
vernor of Biarbadoes fent capt. Ty rrel with fomc frigates to 

James dake of Coarland by treaty November 1 7, 1 664, to make over 
to Charles II,die fovereignty of the fatd ifland zid fort of St.Andrcw^s. 
lefervingliberty of trade to the Courlanders and Dantzicken. Upon 
this the Dutch feem to have quitted the ifland, and the Courlanders 
never repoflefied it^ thus it remain^ at leaft a fief of the crown of 
Great-Bntain. 

It was firft d^vered by the Spaniards, and had its name from 
Indian tobacco fmoakers. When the Englifh firft fettled Barbadoes, there 
1>eing no Spaniih fetders in Tobago, the Englifli from Barbadoes fre- 
quented it, and Charles I. made a grant of it to the earl of Pembroke ; 
the fttbfequent dvil wars prevented his fettling of it. Soon after 
about 200 Dutch people fettled there, but were expelled by the Spa- 
niards and Caribee Indians. Next James Kettlcr duke of Courland* 
god-fon to James I. of England, made a fettlen-.ent there } but was 
difpofleifed by the two Lampfons, Dutch merchants from France; 
they had the titles of counts and barons of Tobago ; and from the 
Dutch Weil- India company had a grant of the ifland, and with con- 
fent of the States they fent over M. Bavean governor. It was in dif- 
pute between the Englifli and Dutch in Charles II. Dutch War, The 
ftOttfe of Kettler being extinft it reverted to England. 

"t* The preient governor of Barbadoes, his commiffion runs th«» ; 
Henry Grenville, £fq; captain general and chief governor of the 
iflands of Barbadoes, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Dominico, and the reft of 
his m9Jefty*s ifland colonies and plantations in America, known by the 
name of the Caribee Iflands, Irtying and being to windward of Guarda- 
loupe. The preient governor of Martinico his commiflion runt thus ; 
Marquis de Cavlus governor andlieut. general of the iflands of Mar- 
tinico, Gaardaloupe, Grande and Petite Terre, Defiada, Marygallant, 
Ae Saints, Dominico, St. Lucia, St. VinccjDt, fiequia, Cannaovan, Ca- 
ricacocoan,Grenada,and of all the iflands and iflets commonly called the 
Granadillos,Tobago, St. Bartholomew, St. Martin, Cayan, and the con- 
tinent comprehended between the river of the Amazons and pranoke. 

Tobago. 
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Tobago. Dipt. Tyrrel fent aboard the French commodore 
to enquire what bufinefs he had there ; who roundly told 
him, he was come to fettle that iQand, and if obftrudted 
therein, was to make the beft defence he could. Capt. 
Tyrrel returned to Barbadoes for further orders. 

When complaint was made to the French court by 
the court of Great-Britain concerning the French alTum- 
ing the ifland of Tobago •, the court of France by way of 
recrimination anfwered in April 1749^ that the Englifh 
were the aggreflbrs, by prefuming laft November in a clan- 
delline manner to ftick up a proclamation in that ifland^ 
commanding the French fubjedb there to quit the place 
within the fpace of thirty days, upon pain of military- 
execution: this (as they pretend) induced the gener^ 
of Martinico, without previous orders from his court, to 
prevent the lame, by fettling inhabitants and batteries 
there. 

Martinico, November 27, 1749* a provifional (not de- 
finitive) treaty was figned between commodore Holbourn, 
authorized by governor Grenville of Barbadoes, and the 
marquis de Caylus governor of Martinico, for the reci- 
procal evacuation of the ifland of Tobago, as well as for 
the immediate demolition of all the works and fortref- 
fcs which the French have raifed on Rockley-Bay, or any- 
other part of the faid ifland : that neither nation ihall 
make fettlements there, but may wood and water there, 
catch fifli, and build temporary huts to fcreen them 
fh>m the weather during their fifliing and wooding, but 
(hall not cut down any trees other than for fire- wood, 
nor gather any fimples or valuable plants. Accordingly 
a Britifh man of war floop from Barbadoes, and a brir 
gantine from Martinico, failed to Tobago, having each 
of them an officer on board charged to fee that ifland 
evacuated by Hie fubjedts of both crowns. 

The wars of New-Hampfliire with the Canada Frenck 
and Indians their allies, is generally comprehended in 
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whzt is wrote in the feftion of Maffachufetts-Bay . * More* 
over, I. Towards the reduction of Louifbourg, on Cape- 
Breton ifland, they contributed a regiment of 350 men 
under col. More. 2. Towards the fecond reinforcement 
of 1000 men fent from New-England for the protedion 
of Npva-Scotia, they cofitributed 200 men, whereof only 
40 that were fent to Minas did any duty, the reft in fome 
trifling difguft foon returned to Portfmouth in New- 
Hampfliire. 3. In the late French and Indian wars, they 
were neither capable nor willing to proteft their own 
Frontiers; the g of Maflachufetts-Bay gladly em- 
braced this opportunity of further perquifites, and pro- 
cured the aflcmbly to take them under protection at a 
confiderable provincial charge, but hitherto without any 
reimburfement. 

This province makes only one county or (hire : anno 
1742, it contained about 6000 rateable whites, and about 
500 negroes or flaves. 

Their complement of councellors is ten ; when much 
deficient, the governor may appoint pro tempore. The 
new grants of lands or townlhips are not from the re- 

* As we hihted in the firft volume, during the late French and In- 
dian war, at therequeft of the prefident and council of Nova-Scotia, re- 
prefenti ng the weak flate of Annapolis as to their garrifon and the ill con- ^ 
dition of their fortifications ; there were three reinforcements of men* 
fent from New-England to Nova-Scotia, i . From MafTachufetts-Bay 
200 men, they were of good ufe in the beginning of the French war in 
fumjner 1744.; the other two reinforcements were of no ufe. 2'. In 
the winter 1746-7, a reinforcement of 500 men of Maflachufetts- 
Bay, 300 of Rhode-lfland, and 200 of New-Hampfhire, in all 1000 
men, to be canton'd amongft the French at Minas to keep them in due 
fubje£tion, and at the fame time to eat up their fpare provifion which 
vfed to vidua! the French and Indian parties: from ill contrivance and 
worfe -management; being indifcreetly cantoned, no fnow (hoes, and 
ill provided with ammunition, they fuffered a difmai mafiacre by a 
French and Indian party from ChicaM6\o -, our forces happened to be 
only 470 men, the 300 Rhode-Ifland men never arrived, having fuf- 
fered Ihip wreck ; of the 200 New-Hamp(hire men, only 40 marched 
to Minas, the reft foon returned home. 3. Was, a reinforcement of 
a 70 men from Maflachufetts-Bay fent in the winter 1747-8, when' the 
peace with France was as good as concluded. 

prcfcntativcs 
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prefentatives of the colleftive body of the people, but by 
the governor and council conform to the governor's com- 
miflion and inftriiftion, at a certain nominal quit-rent, 
V. g. London-derry to pay yearly one bufhel of potatoes 
when required. The conftitution of their houfe of repre- 
fentatives, fee vol. II. p. 37. 

The juries are returned by the fhcriff. 
Their courts of judicature, befides thejurifdiftion of a 
juftice of the peace, and of a bench of juftices, are 

1. The general feflions of the peace held quarterly. 

2. Inferior courts of common pleas held four times a 
year, confift of four judges, whereof three make a quorum. 

3. A fuperior court of judicature or common pleas held' 
twice a year, confifts of a chief judge and three other 
judges, whereof three make a quorum ; from thence are 
allowed appeals to the governor and council, or to a 
court of appeals in cafes where the value in difpute ex- 
ceeds 100 1. fterl. and to the king in council where the 
tnje value of the thing in difference exceeds 300 1. fterl. 

4. Courts of oyer and terminer, aflizes, or general 
goal delivery, arc fpecially appointed by the governor 
and council. 

5. At prefent the fame judge of vice admiralty and 
other officers, fcrvc for MalTachufetts- Bay, Rhode-Ifland 
and New-Hamp(hire. 

6. The officers of the court of probates, are appointed 
by the governor and council, with appeal to the gover- 
nor and council. 

7. Court of equity. The commander in chief with 
the council, fuftain by way of appeal from the court 
(having jurifdidion) next below ; diredlly without any 
new procefs, is tried on the fame original writ or procefs 
brought to the firft court, and comes in ftatu quo ex- 
adlly, faving that either party may bring new evidence 
if they pleafe : after a hearing, perhaps fome weeks or 
months may elapfe before fentencc is pronounced ; and 
from thefe may appeal to the king in council. 

Vol. U. E Ia 
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In this province there is only one colleftion or cuftom- 
houfe, kept at Portfmouth. By the quarterly accounts 
from December 25, 1747J to December 25, 1748, fo- 
reign voyages 
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bcfides about 200 coafting floops and fchooners, which 
carry f lumber to Bofton, Salem, Rhode-Ifland, &c. 
whereof about one half enter in with freight from thefe 
parts. 

Their procJuce is provifions, but fcarce fufficient for 
their own confumption •, mafts, timber, deal-boards, 
joifts, ftaves, hoops, clap- boards, fhii;igles, and fomc 
dry cod fifh. 

Their manufaftures are ihip-building ; lately a good 
fifth rate man of war called the America was built there. 
Bar-iron, the noted iron- works on Lamper-eel river were 
only bloomeries of fwamp or bog ore -, thefe works were 
foon difcontinued ; they never made any confidcrable 
quantity of bar-iron, they wanted water in the drought 
of fummer and in hard frofts of winter, and their ore be- 
came fcarce. 

-f- By lumber is meant all forts of wooden trafHck that is bulkv 
and of fmall value. In North- America^ ranging timber, fpars, oak 
and pine plapk, oak and pine boards, (laves, heading and hoops, 
clap-boardi, ihingles and laths, are called lumber. In the ad of par- 
liament 1722, giving further encouragement for the importation of 
naval ((ores, lumber is fpecified, viz deals of feveral forts, timber 
balks of (everal fizes, barrel -boards, clap-boards, pipe-boards, or 
pipe-holt, white boards for (hoemakers, boom and cant-fpnrs, bow* 
ftaves, caprevans, dap-holt, ebony -wood, headings for pipes, hog- 
(heads and barrels/ hoops for' CQopers, oars, pipe and hoglhead 
ftaves, barrel ftaves, firkin ftaves, tmnnels, fpcckled-wood, fweet- 
wood, fmall fpars, oak plank, and wainfcot. 

Their 
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Their excife upon ftrong liquors may amount to about 
1000 1. O. T. per annum ; this with 1000 1. O. T, 
from the intereft of loan-money per annum is the pre- 
fent falary of their governor. In New-Ham pfliire as in 
Maflachufetts-Bay, there are two forts of licences for 
felling of ftrong drink, i. A licence to keep an open 
tavern. 2. A licence to retail liquors out of doors 
only. This liberty or licence is firft to be obtained of 
the fcleft men of the townfhip, afterwards to be con- 
finned by the jqftices of the county in their quarter 
feffions. 

Mr. Brown, miflionary at Portfmouth of New-Hamp- 
(hire, anno 1741, writes to the fociety for the propaga- 
tion of the gofpel in foreign parts, that there were in New- 
Hampfliire about 50 to 60 families of the church of 
England, the reft were Independents ; that they had no 
quakers, baptifts, feparatifts, heathens, or infidels a- 
mongft them. 

Miscellanies. About 1623, Mr. David Thomplbn 
attempted a fettlement at Pifcataqua now called New- 
Hanipfliire, it foon vaniflied, and the very memory of it 
is loft. 

New- Hampfliire printed law-book begins July 8, i6q6. 

Uflier, Partridge, Vaughan and John Wentworth, E!fq; 
were fuccefTively lieutenant governors ; the fucceflive go- 
vernors of Maffachufetts-Bay being governors in chief, 
until July 1741, when Bennin Wentworth, Efq; was 
appointed governor in chief of New- Hampfhire. 

John Wentworth, Efq; was appointed lieutenant go- 
ternor 1717 ; he died Dec. 12, 1730. 

1 73 1, in July, arrives col. Dunbar as lieut. governor •, 
he was alfo furveyor general of the woods in North- 
America, with four deputy furveyors, principally to pre- 
vent wafte of the mafting trees. Anno 1743, he relin- 
quiflied thofe pofts, and was by the direftors of the Eaft- 
India company appointed governor of St. Helena ; there 
has been no lieut. governor appointed fince, and gover- 
nor Wentworth fuccceded him as furveyor of the woods. 

E 2 K\>v- 
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A Digression 

Concerning Timber, Wood, Lumber, and Naval Stores ; 
the growth, and manufadure of North- America. 

This is a fubjed fo copious as to require a peculiar 
volume, but the f charadber of Summary does not per- 
mit to expatiate upon this ufeful fubjeft. 

The timber trees of North- America for || conftrudtion 
of (hipping and framing of houfes may be reduced to two 
general kinds, pine and oak. 

The Pines may be fubdivided into the matting, or 
white pine, the pitch pine or picea, and others of the 
pine kind ufed as lumber. I ftiall not ufe any ftiff * fcho- 

laftick 



-f* For this reafon I feldom mention their quadrupeds commonly 
called beail6,N their birds, their fifhes, their Terpentine kind, and t)ieir 
infeds : I avoid the ufelefs virtuofo part of natural hiftory concerning 
figured flones, curious marcafites, extraordinary petrefa^lions and 
cryftalifations, fhells of all forts, &c. Men of that fort of curiofity 
may confult peculiar authors, v. g. in botany, father Plumier a Mi- 
nime of Marfeiles, in his four voyages to America difcovered 900 new 
plants, efpecially in the capillary tribe ; in this tribe. North- Ame- 
rica exceeds any country upon our earth or globe. 

! New-England perhaps excels in good ax-men for felling of treei, 
fquaring of timber. 

• P. Tournefort, M. D. for many years profeflbr of the royal gar- 
den in Paris, a defervedly celebrated antiquary and naturalift, as ap- 
pears by his voyage au Levant 410. 2 vol. Paris 1 7 1 7 : in his Infti- 
tutiones Rei Herbaria, feems upon too frivolous differences, that is, 
from the number of leaves or needles from the fame theca or (heath, 
transfer the noted naval (lore pines, the white and pitch pine to the 
larix. Clafling of plants, efpecially trees by their general habit, 
feems to be more obvious or fcientifick, than the minute infpec- 
tions of their flowers and feed ; we find Tournefort himfelf, the prince 
of botaniils, recede from this rigour in clafling of his leguminous 
trees by differences in the leaf, viz. foliis flngularibus, foliis ternis, 
Sc foliis per conjagationes. When he comes to ufe this lad deviation 
with regard to the pine kind, inflead of the obvious habit, he 
feems not to diflinguifh well : his general diflribution of the pine 
tribe into coniferous and bacciferous is natural, but his fubdiviflon of 
the coniferous into abietet or firrs foliis fmgulahbus, pinus foliis binis, 

larices 
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laftick enumerations, which can be of no common ufe^ 
but fhall endeavour to exprefs myfelf in an intelligible 
manner. 

The White Pine or f Masting Pine may be cal- 
led pinus excellior, cortice laevi foliis quinis anguftis per- 
petuis ex eodem exortu, conis longioribus ; Tournefort 
calls it, Larix Americana, foliis quinis ab eodem exortu. 
Plum, Some are of very large dimenfions. An. 1736, 
near Merimack river a little above Dunftable, was cut a 
white pine ftreight and found, feven feet eight inches di- 
ameter at the butt- end ; the commiffioners of the navy 
fcldom 4- concradl for any exceeding 36 inches diameter 
at the butt-end, and to be fo many yards in length as 
they are inches in diameter at the butt-end. 

From time to time, the commifiioners of the navy 
agree with contraftors to furnilh certain numbers of fpe- 
cified dimenfions of malts, yards and bowfprits, with his 
majefty's licence for || cutting fuch treeis : the late con- 
tra6ls have been from Pifcataqua harbour in New-Hamp- 
Ihire, and Cafco-bay in the province of Main. The maft 

• Ihips built peculiarly for that ufe, are generally about 
400 tun, navigated with about 25 men, and carry 45 to 
50 good mafts per voyage. By a6t of parliament there 
are ♦ penalties for cutting of mailing trees without li- 
cence, cognizable by the court of vice admiralty. 

Col. William Dudley fome years fince, in his frequent 
furveys of new townfhips about 50 or 60 miles inland, 

larices foliis (or needles} pluribus quam binis ex eadem theca, or (heath, 
is not natural, becaufe the foliis pluribus quam binis in their external 
habit agree with the foliis binis, and ought to be called pines. 

-f In New->Hampfhire and province of Main, much goodfhip tim- 
ber and maftiog trees : in duke of York^s grant, called Sagadahock, 

• not much of cither. 

4- Col. Partridge fome years fince had the mailing contract for ten 
years, no mafl to exceed 36 inches diameter at the butt-end, he fent 
home a few of 38 inches and two of 42 inches. 

II Hard winters are good for the fledding conveyance, but hard 
frofb render the edges of their falling axes inconveniently brittle. 

* See vol. I. p. 379, . . 

E 3 obfervcd 
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'obferved white afh trees, ftreight and without branchings 
tor about eighty feet, and about three feet diameter at the 
butt-end-, it is as light and much tougher than white-pine. 
Would npt thofe make ftronger mafts than white pine, 
"arid in all refpefts better ? It is true, the land carriage 
for fo great a diftance is inconvenient — The black afh 
lias a fmaller leaf than the white afh. 
^ White pine is much ufed in framing of houfes and in 
.^joiners work, fcarce any of it to be found fouth of New- 
England. In joiners work, it is of a good grain, foft, 
and eafily wrought ; but foon lofes its good complexion 
by mildewing', priming or painting may hide this in many 
cafes, but in fome cafes it is not to be hid, v. g. in floor- 
ing ; the foftnefs of its texture fubjedls it to (brink and 
fwell hygrometer like, and confequently never make a 
good joint. The bed white pine is trom the upland ; 
thefe trom fwamps or marlhy lands, are the moft apt to 
mildew, make a bad joint, and Ihake or fhiver upon the 
leaft violence. The apple pine is of the white pinie kind, 
but more frowey. f 

New-England abounds in faw-mills of cheap and flight 
work, generally carry only one faw ; one man and a boy 
attending of a mill may in 24 hours faw four thoufand 
feet of white-pine boards ; thefe boards are generally • 
one inch thick, and of various lengths, from 15 to 25 
feet, and of various widths, i foot to 2 feet at a me- 
dium J it is reckoned that 40 boards make 1000 feet.— 
Thefe mills moftly fl:and upon fmall fl:reams, bccaufe 
cheap fitted, but with the following inconveniencies. 
I. As the country is cleared of wood and brufti, fmall 
ftreams dry up. 2. In living fmall fl:reams they do 
not afford water fufficient to drive the wheel in fummer. 
3. In the winter they are frozen up. The furveyors of 
the woods mark the mafting trees, and furvey the logs 

^ Norway red deal boards anfwer for upper works of (hips, becaufe 
their fplinters are not fo dangerous as oak. Nor\yay white deal boards 
^e 9 to 10 feet long, \ and quarter to 1 and half inch thick. 

,2 ^ at 



OF New-Hampshire. g^ 

at the mills, for which they have fome perquifites from 
timber-men. A timber- man's eftate confifts in mills and 
oxen ; oxen are a more fteady draught than horfes ; in -j- 
logging the fnow muft not exceed two feet deep. 

Spruce or true || firr grows ftreight and tapering, is very 
beautiful ; is ufed as fpars ; it is apt to caft or warp, and 

being 

f Mifunderdandings with the Indians are a great hindrance in oar 
timber and lumber trade ; therefore the Indians oaght to be awed by 
foar or five forts at proper diftances upon our inland frontiers, kept in 
arefpe^ful condition by the appearance of fome military force ; and 
entioed by proper aflbrtments of goods, to exchange with their furrs, 
fldns, and feathers. 

J The commonly called Scots firr, is properly pinis foliis binis ex 
sm theca. 

I fiiall enumerate five abietes or firrs of the growth of New-Eng- 
land 3 this volume fwells too much, I can only mention them. 

1. Abies peflinatis foliis Vireiniana, conis parvisfubrotundis. Pliik. 
Hemlock. It is cut into deal boards, but much inferior to the white 
pine. Its bark is ufed by the tanners. 

2. Abies tenuiore folio, fru6lu deorfum inflexo, minore, ligno exal- 
bado. The white fpruce firr of New-Englaad. All the abietes, efpe- 
cially the fpruce fo called, grow in fwamps or marfhes ; the extremity 
of a branch is well reprefented by T. I, R. H. fol. 354, and its cone 
or fruit in fol. 353. 

3. Dit. ligno^rubente, red fpruce. 

4. Dit. ligno obfcuriore; black fpruce. 

^. Abies tenuioribus foliis abfque ordine difpofitis, fru6lu deorfum 
inflexo, balfamifera Accadienfis. The firr turpentine tree of Nova- 
Scotia, commonly called the balfam Gilead tree of Nova-Scotia. From 
the tumors or bliilers in the bark, by incifion is gathered a thin fra- 
grant firr turpentine, which from its, citron -like fragrancy, fuch as that 
of the Levant balfam^ has been called balfam Gilead ; it is very hot. 
Some years fmce, when balfam capivi was wanting here, I ufed it in 
gonorrhoeas ; but it increafed the ardor urinae and fome other fymp- 
toms to fuch a violent degree, I was obliged to drop it. The name 
of balfam Gilead gives a prejudice in its favour; but from its great 
heat and attraction in all recent wounds, bruifes, and other ulcers, it 
induces violent pains, inflammations and fluxions upon the part. 

It is a miftaken notion of many people, that all our medicinal bal- 
fams or liquid rofins are from various firr- trees ; I (hall here by way 
of amufement redlify thofe errors, by enumerating and defcribing the 
medicinal natural balfams. 

1. Opobalfamum, balfamum verum, Gilead, Syriacum, Judaicum, 
e Mecha ; is a liquid rofin fragrant as citron, of a fy rup confiflencei 

K 4 ' from 
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lXi4»$ :o^ icxiie is .icc .-ic :br xatis or yards of any 
v^MiiC^iiiO*: ^argeiKiS;. .cs r*:gs wkh. the leaves are 
XU':: v»icii i >o:r jr ^ink xukie wich xoiaflEes, and is 
^ctoiicu ^vAA* Lii uic icuTvy .mc ric like roulcefl^ of 

the 

ficMi I \ii^l :r« oa hiuj Midi ptonaced leaves esding is sn impar; 
C4. .'U .u^ ^'i Ziim -iajc :tfc .uxapciOU:} wmuili &:wers ikccecd^ bj a 
:vs...^ .A u^cd fruiC; tiii» irult is oiled carpobalfamomy and the 
^% >.>.%. -^ -iiK .v/iOOdllaiUttmof the apothecary ihops, bat at preieitnoc 

J . rhc biu£un Gilead or firr cnrpcntinc of Nora-Scotia, Newfeond- 
huivl siid Ctmada, is from the abies tenoiore Jbfio, already delcnbed. 

3. refcbinchioa communis, one of the enamerated naval fhTrcs. is 
from the pinu^ foliis ternis ex eadem theca ; it is whidfh, thick and 
o^ii%^ue. 

4. Scroiburg turpentine, from the abies mas TheophrafU. Picea 
jsujoc prima iive abies rnbra. C. B. P. Red firr. This turpentine is 
clejjer, paier, of thinner confiftence than Venice turpentine, of a 
pleaiant lemon-peel fmell. 

5. Venice turpentine is from the larix folio deciduo conifera. I. 6. 
The larch tree ; this is browner and thicker than the Strafburg tur? 
pentine. The cedros Libani et Paleftinae prxcelfa. Lob. belongs to 
the larices. 

6. Chio, and Cyprus turpentine, is not from the pine kind^ but 
from the terabinthus vulgaris. C. B. P. The turpentine tree. It is 
a tree (hrub with pinnated leaves, endine in an impar; the fruit is a 
longiih hard nut. This, though not of the pine kind, gives name to 
all the roiins of the pine kind. It is thicker and more tenacious than 
Venice turpentine, and of a pleafant fmell ; that from Chio is clear 
and almoft tranfparent, that from Cyprus is full of drofs and browner. 

7. Balfam capivi. Balfamum Americanum. C. B. P. It comes to 
us from the Dutch plantations of Surinam. It is from a large tree with 
long rounding leaves ; its fruit is in fhort pods. This balfam is of a 
bitter hot or rough tafle, does not give that remarkable violet fmell to 
the urine, that turpentine occafions. ,By experience I have found it 
the moftefFedlual of all the natural balfams, in internal ulcerations, dy- 
fenteries, difeafes of the lungs, kidneys and bladder, in the fluor alb'us 
and gonorrhoea : it invifcates the acrimony and prevents the colJi- 
quation of our juices. 

8. Balfam of Peru from Spanifh Weft-Indies in earthen jars ; it is 
of a rcddifh dark colour, coniiftc.ice of a thjck fyrup, fragrant, warm, 
tromatick tafte ; from a middling tree with almond tree like leaves, 
imd a fox-glove flower. This balfam is alfo a nervine medicine in- 

and externally ufed. . 

' Tolu, comes in fm.ill calabafnes from Tolu in the Spa- 
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the blood and other juices ; it is much drank in the 
northren parts of North- America, efpecially in Nova- 
Scotia and Newfoundland. 

What is further to be faid of the pine kind, is referred 
to the paragraphs of lumber and naval-ftores. * 

The 

nifh WeH-Indies of a yellow brown colour friable by age, of a far- 
grant fmell and aromatick.tafte: with this is made the fyrupus bal- 
lamicus, ufed in the aiFediions of the lungs. It is from the foliquae 
arbor five ceretia. h fi. with a pinnated leaf and foliquous fruit. 

There are feveral other natural balfams, but hitherto not intro* 
doced into the materia medica. 

* Here once for all, I (hall iafert fome general annotations con- 
cerning vegetable produce. 

There is fuch a lufus naturae in the herbs, ihrubs, and trees be- 
tween the tropicks, or in hot countries, they are fcarce to be re« 
duced to tribes. 

Moft of the fine flowers in the gardens of Europe came from the 
Levant or Afia. The fultans and their miftrelTes or feraglio women, 
take pleafure in iBne flowers and delicious fruits ; the bafhaws and 
other governors of the feveral provinces fupply them with the moft ^ 
gay, .Vagrant, and elegant; mod pf the orchard, efpecially the flonc 
fruit, came from thence. 

Syftemacick writers in any part of literature, are much inferior to 
thofe who write only of fuch things as were difcovered or obferved 
in their own time and place. I ihall mention a few in the affair of 
plants. Cornuti Canadenfium plantarum hiftoria, 4to Paris 1635, ^^ 
was a fmall-rate botanift. Hortus Maleharicus, containing elegant 
defcriptions and icons of 475 £a(l-India plants, done by the direc- 
tbn and at the charge of Draakenllin governor of the Datoh £a(t* 
Indies, in folio, publifhed in twelve parts from anno 1678, to 1693. 
^ Tournefort, Corollarium rei herbarias, 410 Paris 1703, in 3 vol. con- 
taining 1356 new plants which he difcovered in his voyage or travels 
to the Levant, that is, the iflands of the Archipelago and the LefTer 
Afia, at the charge of the king of France; as a fupplement to his In- 
ftitutiones rei herbariae, 410 Paris 1700, in 3 vol. whereof two volumes 
are compofed of degant icons, the other vol. contains a catalogue of 
*' 8846 plants. His Hidoire des plantes, qui naiflTent aux environs de 
Paris, avec leur ufage dans la medicine, is a finlihed ufeful piece of 
1037 plants, printed at Paris iu odavo 1698. 

As to time and place in general with regard to our mother- 
country, anno 1696— laft edition in 8vo. Mr. Ray a naturalift in his 
Synopiis methodica ilirpi urn Britannicarum, has 1 48c plants, whereof 
113 are trees and ihrubs. With regard to the country near Boilon 

in 
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The White Oak or Oak for Construction of 
Shipping may be called Quercus ligno exalbido duriorc 
cortice cinereo leyiter rimofo. We have f great variety of 

oaks, 

in New-England, I arrived to the defcriptions of about eleven hun^ 
dred indigenous plants, but was interrupted by ♦**♦*♦•• ♦ 

• • * Plukenet in his Phytographia and almageftum botanicum 
fublifhedin folio, London 1 691 to 1696; he mentions Beniftcr^s cata- 
logue of Virginia plants not publifhed at that time. Sir Hans Sloane 
a noted liefbebber or virtuofo, his Catalogu!5 plantarum infulae 
JemaaCa, &c, London 1696 1 there are no defcriptions ; the plants 
eenerally were not in his own knowledge, but an immethodical rap- 
fody of fynonima copied firom fundry writers concerning the Weft- 
India fettlements. There are enumerations of many American plants 
with elegant proper coloured icons in Catelby's natural hiilory of 
Carolina and the Bahama Iflands. See Phil, tranlafl. vol. 36. p. 425 ; 
vol. 37. p. 174, 447; vol. 38. p. 315; vol. 39. p. 112, 251 ; vol. 
40. p. 343; vol. 44. p. 435. Catelby's eilays are in eleven fets. 

Father Plumier in his defcription of the American plants publiihed 
at Paris near 60 years iince, gives an account of more Weft- India or 
American plants than .all the botanifts of that age ; he made four 
voyages to North- America, on purpofe, and oblerves, that it re- 
niarkably abounds with capillary plants. 

The two brothers Lignons in the French iflands, and Saracen in 
Canada, in quality of royal botanifts with falaries, have deferved 
well. IMerviUe a French fdrgeon in Nova-Scotia fent fome curious 
plants from Nova-Scotia or L*Accadie to Toumefort. In New-En- 
gland hitherto we have no botanick writer. 

Frequently I find fome difficulty to reftrain myfelf againft excur- 
fions. I ftiall conclude this excurfion by obferving that in the fixteenth 
century, the moderns began to apply themfelves to the knowledge of 
plants in fome method ; before that rime, plants were ranged ac* 
cording to their general appearances^ or virtues, and in a very loofe 
manner; in that century many good botanifts appeared t Gefner the 
father of all natural hiftory, born in Switzerland 15169 died of the 
plague 1 565, his botanick writings were moft of them loft and never 
publiihed ; Tournefort followed his method of clafting the plants by 
their flower and feed. 

f Thcfe botanick cxcurfions muft prove tedious to moft readers ; * 
I fliall therefore flightly defcribe only a few of the oaks that are moft 
common in New- England, partly by th^ir claffical Latin names, and 
partly by their common Engliih appellations. 

1. The 
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oaks, but this is the only oak required by contrad with 
the fliip-builders for conftrudtion. Black oak for the 
bottom of veflels always under water anfwers well, and 
being very acid, as I am informed, is not fo fubjeft to the 

eating 

1. The white oak of the fliip builders, is a largtf tree, with a(h- 
coloured bark of fmall and frequent crevices, the leaves refemble 
thofe of a dwarf oak, robur in. Cluiii, or rather like that of T. I. 
R. H. tab. ^49, on inch pedicles, the acorns fometimes, mors than 
one from a common half inch pedicle from the finus of the leai^es 
near the extremities of the furculi, paraboloid, exos, one inch, tranf- 
verfe diameter three quarters of an inch, of a pleafant tafte, the cu- 
pulas are (hallow and verrucofe. 

2. TThe red oak, while young all the bark is fmooth like the beech 
tree, when old the bark of the lower part of the tree becomes 
rough ; it is a large fpreading tree with a large ihining leaf efculi di- 
▼ifiira, that is, lacineated to fharp points, a large acorn but no' plea- 
fant taHe, generally the wood is of a reddi(h call and very porous ; 
this fpecies is fubdivided into many diflindi forts, viz. red, grey, blue, 
yellow, &c. 

This oak being very fpungy is of fhort duration in ufc, it rives 
eafily into flaves for molafTes, bread, and dry cafk. 

N B. Qucrcus parva live phagus Graecorum, et efculus Plinii, C. 
B. P. or the efculus of the ancients, is a (hrub oak with a deeply la- 
cineated leaf, its name is from the peculiar fweetnefs of its acorn ; 
for this rcafon in Maryland, Virginia and Carolina all acorns, beech 
nuts, walnuts, and other nuts of the foreft are called mad from ma- 
fticare, and when plenty, it is faid to be a good maft year for feed- 
ing of Twine or making pork. 

3. Black oak, perhaps fo called from its dark coloured bark, may 
be called quercus Americana magna, patula, cortice obfcuriore ri- 
mofo foliis majoribus efculi divifura ; may be ufed as plank in the un- 
der water parts of a fhip ; it makes the bell charcoal. 

4. Swamp oak is from ftrong moift land, fuch as white pine re- 
quires; it is of a middling fize, its leaf like that of ilex, (T. I. R. H. 
tab. ^50.) but not fo rigid and fpinolous ; the acorns are oval, of a 
pleafant tafte, in dufky fcally cups. 

5. Cheftnut oak, fo called from the inequalities or rimae of its 
bark, refembling the bark of cheftnut trees : it is of a fine grain, and 
by feme ufed in conftrudtion. 

6. Corpmon black ftirub oak, grows from five to' ten feet high, 
patulous, fmooth bark, deeply fmuated, fomewhat rigid leaf, acorns 
imall from the body of the trunk on fhort pedicles, bitter tafte, and 
fcally cup. 

7- A 
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•aring or boring of the teredines or worms of the hot coun-^ 
tries I fome think that black oak may be ufed as timber 
but not as plank. In Virginia and the Carolinas there is 
an oak called live or ever- green oak, quercus latifolia per- 
petuo virens, caudice contorto et valde ramofo ; it is very 
hard fttfbbed fhrub trunk, but of a crofs grain fit for 
compafs timber, that is, for crooked rifing timbers, ftand- 
ards, and knees ; but not for plank. Excepting this live 
oak, all oaks fouth of New-England are foft and fpungy, 
they rive well for ftaves, but in (hip-building they foon 
rot. In Great-Britain and Ireland there is no other di- 
ftindtion of oaks but upland and marih-oak ; their oak 
is quercus vulgaris brevioribus et longis pediculis, I. B. 
I. 70. the leaves refemble thofe of our fhrub white 
oak, the leaf has a fhort or no pedicle, unequally 
lacineated or rather deeply dented with four or five 
dentations each fide of the leaf, the acorn fome have 
Ihorter fome longer pedicles. Great-Britain does not af- 
ford oak fufficient for their own ufe, they import much 
from the Baltick or eaft- country. Pomerania fhips off 
the beft oak timber and plank ; Koningfberg in Ducal 
Pruflia fhips off confiderably ; the befl eaft country oak 

7. A IclTer black fhrub oak refembling the former, but of a diftinft 
fort. 

(. White fhrub oak, three or four feet high, vimineous, leaf dent- 
ed like that of the fwamp oak, acorns fmall as a pea, fefTile in the 
finusof the leaves, and fcally cup. * 

9. A lefTer white fhrub oak, refembling the former, but of a di- 
ftindl kind. 

N. B. Such waftc barren lands as in Great-Britain are called 
heaths, in New-England are called fhrub oak and hucklel;>erry 
plains, from thefe fhrubs which are their only produce. In Great- 
Britain there are feveral fpecies of heaths, the mofl common is the 
erica vulgaris humilis Temper virens flore purpureo et albo. I. B. 
common heath ; in New-England arc feveral fpecies of fhrub oak, 
the mofl common is the large black fhrub oak, and feveral forts of 
the vitis idaea, or huckleberries, the moft common may go by the 
name of vitis idaea communis foliis fubrotundis non crenatis, frudlu 
nigro minus facculento in fafcicuHs. 

timber 
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timber and plank, comes down the Oder to Stetin, and 
down the Viftula or Wefer to Dantzick -, this river of 
Wcfer is navigabk a long way up into Germany and Po- 
land, and is the chief mart in Europe for importing of 
herrings and exporting of grain. 

The next oak in goodnefs, if to be ufcd in fhip- 
building or conftrudtion, is fwamp oak.fo called ; fee the 
annotations. 

The black oak, fome find that it may do for timbers ; 
not long iince a gentleman by way of experiment built 
a (hip, timber and plank of black oak, called the Black 
Oak Galley. 

Live oak in the fouth parts of North- America is ufcd 
for conftrudion j it is a fhort ftubbed tree, hard wood. 

Mahogany wood of the Weft-Indies between the tro- 
picks is ufed in fhip-building there ; it is durable, and ia 
receiving fliot does not fplinter : for cabinet and joiners 
work it is excellent, much furpafling the red cedar of Ca- 
rolina and Bermudas, which has a difagreeable perfume. 

Cedar of Bermudas, fee vol. L p. 148. It is excellent 
for floops, the worm does not feize it, it is light and of 
quick growth, may be cut every twenty years, plank thin 
and narrow; crooked timber, beams, and mafts, are 
brought from the continent, for the floops. 

In Newfoundland they build fifliing and coafting vef- 
fels of many forts of wood. 

From the cupruflus of Carolina they make canoes and 
periaugues that may carry fifty barrels ; it is of a good 
grain, but foft. It is of the cedar or berry-bearing kind 
of pine, grows tall, afibrds good boards and fhingles. 

The American Pitch Pine. This is the mother of 
the naval ftores of turpentine, tar, pitch, rofin, and oil of 
turpentine, and may be expreflcd by a fhort § defer iption. 
Pinus Americana communis, five picea, patula, corticc 

5 The name of a plant exprefling i fhort defcription thctcof, U of 
great ufe in botany, bel^g the mofk natural. 

fcdhro 
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fcabro rimofo, foliis ternis ex eadem theca, conis medio- 
cribus turbinatis duris quafi fcffilibus vix deciduis. It 
grows on a dry fandy foil. The leaves about three inches 
long, with a prominent longitudinal rib inftead of a ful- 
cus 5 T. L R. H. tab. 355. fig. A. well reprefents its 
amentaceous flowers, and fig. G. reprefents its frefti cones. 
In New-England there is another diftindl pitch pine, called 
yellow pine ; it is taller, bark not fo rough and dark, 
wood with a yellow caft, and not fo knotty, does not 
yield turpentine fo plentifully. In the Carolinas, much 
pitch pine, harder than that of New-England, fo as to 
fink in water ; it is faw'd into boards for the Weft-India 
iflands ; it is ufed for mafting, being ftreighter than that 
of New-England. 

I. Turpentine of North-America is a liquid rofin, 
gathered by boxing the pitch pine trees in the lower part 
of their trunk. 2. White pine boxed affords a turpentine 
brighter than that of the pitch pine, but not in plenty, 
and therefore negledted or not followed. 3. The abies 
or fpruce gives a very liquid turpentine by incifion or 
bladders or tubercules in the bark ; it is not gathered in 
quantities, therefore of no general naval ufe. 4. From 
the white cedar is gathered from the bark in lumps 
or grains a folid dry rofin, being concreted exudations, 
and by fome is called olibanum or frankinccnfe. 5. 
Pitch pine knots boil'd in water, gives a top by way 
of fcum, a femiliquid rofin refembling Burgundy 
pitch. 

New- England turpentine is of a honey confiftence, 
that of the Carolinas is lefs liquid, refembling tallow or 
flufti. New-England turpentine yields about three gal- 
lons oil per ct. wt. that of the Carolinas not exceeding 
two gallons. Turpentine refiduum in diftillation is about 
7 i2ths, called rofin. The ftill not exceeding one half 
full of turpentine, left it fhould boil over. Our chemi- 
cal and pharmacopoea writers feem not to be praftical di- 
ftillers i Quincey, much confultcd by youDg practitioners, 

advifcs 
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advifes to add water to the turpentine/ whereas the 
more phlegm in the turpentine the more tedious and 
dangerous is the diftillation. In diftiUing, if the turpen- 
tine boils up, a fprinkling of water makes it! fparkle and 
fly, but a large quantity of water foon quells it. — The 
(tills in Boilon are fmall ; three barrels of turpentine of 
300 wt. each may be wrought off in three hours. The 
. principal care in diftilUng, is in the beginning, left the 
phlegm boiling over fliould blow up the ftill ; as the " 
phlegm goes off the ftill fubfides, and the danger is 
over. At firft comes over more phlegm than oil ; the 
proportion of phlegm gradually diminifties to the ceafing 
of the watery ebullition, and for a fliort time oil only 
paffes, and more abundantly, but foon comes turbid, and 
if die fire is not removed the refiduum or rofm is fpoilc 5 
after the oil is drawn off and the fire removed or ex- ' 
tinguifhed for zxx hour, the rofin is to run off from the 
ftill. 

Varnifli is from one half rofin and one half oil of 
turpentine boiled up together, and is fold at the fame 
price with oil of turpentine. 

Tar is from light wood fo called, the knots of fal- 
.len pitch pine; every 14 years they reckon ;hat the , 
pine lands afford a fufficient crop for the tar kilns. 
In Carolinas the people are not fo much indulged as 
formerly in gathering of touchwood at random in the 
proprietory lands, and the exports of tar and pitch, 
from the Carolinas is not fo much as formerly. The 
largcft kiln of tar in Carolina in my knowledge was 
of 960 barrels ; this is too great a rifk, becaufe in blow- 
ing up, all is loft. Four hundred barrels is a good kiln, 
and the running of the firft 100 barrels is not much in- 
ferior to that of Stockholm. Anno 1746, the difference 
in price between Swedes and American tar was 21s. 
Swedes, and 1 6 s. New-England per barrel -, Swedes tar 
is cooler and better for cordage. By aft of parliament 
only the firft half of the running of a kiln is to be ufed 

as 
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as tar, the other half to be boiled into pitch, penalty, 
,- forfeiture of the kilns ; this aft is not put in execution. 
Green tar which has an additional premium, is made 
from green pitch pine trees ftript of the bark eight 
feet or thereabouts up from the root of each tree j 
a flip of the bark of about four inches in breadth, hav- 
ing been left on one fide of each tret, and fuch trees 
• ,lhall ftand one year at the leaft before cut down for 
making of tar. No certificate bill flialf be made out 
by any officer of the cuftoms for any tar, &c. imported 
from the plantations, nor any bill made out by the com- 
miflioners of the navy, to entitle the importer of tar to 
any premium ; unlefs the certificate of the governor, 
lieutenant governor, colleftor of the cuftoms, and 
naval officer, or any two of them, to exprefs that it 
has appeared to them by the oath of the owner that 
fuch tar, &c. — ^Tar that leaves a yellowifh ftain is good ; 
a black ftain is of a bad burning quality. 

Pitch is made by boiling three barrels of tar into two 
barrels : in South-Carolina this is done in coppers ; in 
North-Carolina it is done in clayed cifterns by fetting 
fire to the tar. At prefent fcarce any tar is made in 
New-England, and very little turpentine is gathered — 
A barrel of tar fhould gauge 3 1 and a half gallons, a bar- 
rel of pitch fhould be two and a half ct. wt. neat. Tar 
Ihould be free from water and drofs ; pitch free from all 
dirt and drofs ; turpentine free from water and chips, 
and ftones. 

The horn-beam trees, or carpinus dod, and the but- 
ton-tree (fo called from its feeds growing in clufters rc- 
fembling buttons,) or platanus occidentalis, becaufe of 
their crofs or confufed grain not liable to rive or Iplit, 
are ufed for windlaces, blocks, and turners-work. 

This fedion fwells too much, I fhall refer lumber 

and other woods to the article of natural hiftory in 

the appendix, and at prefent only mention the following 

obfervations. 

Shingles 
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Shingles are made by cutting, fplitting and fliaving 
of certain woods into the form of a (late or flat tile for 
covering the roofs of houfcs ; in New-England they are 
made of white cedar, or cedrus excelfior ligno exalbido 
non olente in udis proveniens •, this wood is eafily fplit 
and managed, but may be furrowed by the rain, there- 
fore Ihingles from white pine are preferable ; thefe may 
continue good 20 or 30 years. In Carolina Ihingles are 
made of pitch pine and Cyprus. In Jamaica they ufe 
bullet wood, which may laft 100 years. 

Clapboards for facing of houfes, and laths for plafler- 
ing, are made of the fame woods. 

Red cedar ; or cedrus folio cuprefli atro, medio ligno 
nibro duro ; this is of excellent ufe for polls fixed in the 
earth, it will hold good for a century, 

The common cheftnut of North- America, or caftanea 
ampliflimo folio, fruftu moliter echinato. T. 1. R. H, 
the fruit is fmaller, and capfula not fo much echinated as 
in Europe. It rives well, and is mofl: durable in rails in 
fencing of lands. 

In North- America are many -j- varieties of walnuts. 
The hunters of the woods fay that there arc almoft as 
great a variety of walnuts as apples ; their general 
diftindion is into black and white, from the colour of 
the wood « 

« 

f Hickery or wliite walnut. This is the moft common walnut of 
New-£ngland, a middling tree, the central lamins or annuli with 
age, become dark like black walnut ; the nuts are fmall, oval and 
fmooth, too hard to be cracked by the teeth. T|iis is our bed fire 
wood. 

2. Nuxjuglans virgimana nigra. H. L. B. Black walnut^ the 
wood is of a dark brown, is mueh ufed in joiners and cabinet work. 

3. Nux juglans frudu tenero, fragili putamine. C. B. P. Shag- 
bark of New-England. It is not fo common as the hickery, and of a 
fmaller habit, the bark exfoliates in coats (as the birch and button 
tree] the nat is eafily broke by the teeth. 

4. Nux juglans porcorum, the pig nut» a middling fpreading tree, 
exfoliating bark ; the putamen or ihell of the fruit is not fo brittle as 
the (hag-bark, nor fo hard as the hickery, the nucleus is coniide- 
rabk and of a pleafant tafte. 

Vol. 11. • F Vitis 
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Vitis or grape vines in New- England, natives, are five 
or fix diftind forts * that are in my knowledge. 

Cerafus, or cherries, natives of New-England, in my 
knowledge are four or five diftinft || kinds. 

Our 

* I. Vitis Americana fylveftris, uvis nigris, pruni fylveflris magni- 
tuiine foliis magnis, Vulpina dida Virginiana, Pluk. The fox grape 
or wild vine with black grapes. It is the moil common of all oar 
grape's, grows generally near ponds, not exceeding 4 to 7 in a race- 
mvLs, ripen into grapes, not much facculent, and of a difagreeable 
tobacco tafte. 

2. Dit. Uvis albidis, vulpina Virginiana alba. Pluk. White fox 
grapes differ from the former only in colour, and lefs frequent. 

3. Vitis quinquefolia Canadeniis fcandens. T. I. R. H. Five-leafed 
ivy of Virginia, or Virginia creeper, ift creeps and climbs to a great 
extent, leaves of a bright green colour, makes agreeable arbours, 
very plenty in the woods ; the racemi or cluflers are lax, the grape 
or fruit is in form and bignefs of the uvae Corinthiacas or currants ufed 
in puddings. 

4. Vitis fylveftris Americana, platani folio, uva racemofa, acinis 
TOtimdis parvis acidulis, nigro caeruleis. The fmall American grape 
vine with large leaves and imall black grapes, in lax cluilers. 

5. Vitis Americana fy Iveilris, platani folio, uva recemofa, acinis 
rotundis parvis rubrisi differs from the former only in the deep red 
colour of its grape. 

II I. Ceraius fylvefbis rubro fru£tu Americana. Common wild 
cherry. It is frequent in the woods, and flowers more early than 
the racemofae ; is an arborefcent frutex, in tafle Hatter than cerafa 
fativa, or common red cherry. 

2. Cerafus fylveflris Americana racemofa praecocior fru6lu majori 
nigro. The greater wild clufter cherry or birds cherry. A middling 
tree, the racemus ofthe flowers and fruit is from the extremities of 
the branches, not from the finus ofthe leaves as the padus. I, B. 
ThiB cherry is larger than the following, black, fucculent and fweet; 
its wood is ufed in joiners and cabinet work. 

3. Cerafus Americana fylveftris racemofa, fruflu minore nigro 
dulci. The common bird cherry of New- England, a middling trcie, 
flowers and fruit in racemi, like the ribeiia, and fomewhat larger; 
in New-England it is ufed in place of the officinal or cerafus fylve- 
flris frudu nigro. I. B. the fmall birds afFed it much. 

4. Cerafus Americana fylveftris humilis firudlu nigricante non eduli. 
The American dwarf crabbed birds cherry, does not exceed the 
height of 7 or 8 feet ; it is not a padus, becaufe the racemi are not 
frofm the finus of the leaves, but from the extremities of the branches 
or twigs ; this cherry is fmaller than the former, dark red, ihd of 
an acerb choaky tade. 

I have 
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Our apple trees are all from Europe ; ten to twelve 
bulhds of apples are required to make one barrel of cy- 
der, one barrel of cyder gives not exceeding four gallons 
of proof fpirit : beginning of Odtober is the height of 
cyder making. 

Saflaphras ex Florida ficulnco folio. C. B. P. is plenty 
is New-England, and not fo ftrong a perfume as further 
fouth : it is an ingredient in the decoftion' of the woods 
b called, and ufed in venereal and other pforick diforders, 

I omitted in the proper place to infcrt, that the right 
merchantable hoops are from the faplins of white oak 
and (rf hickory -, white oak is the beft. Staves for tight 
caflc are from the white oak ; red oak ftaves are ufed for 
molafles and dry cafk. One thoufand ftaves make from 
30 to 35 hogflieads of 100 gallons each. 

Some mifcellany obfervations relating to this Di- 
gression. 

In New-England fhip-building, a veffel fitted to fea, 
two thirds of the coft is a profit to the country ; the 
other third is iron, cordage, fail-cloth, and fmall ftorcs 
from Great-Britain. 

Timber if of too old growth, is dotted ; if too young, 
'tis fappy : neither of them fit for conftrudtion. 

There are feveral good ads of the Britifh parliament, 
and of tie legiflatures of the feveral colonies, concerning 
the feafons and times -of falling of timber ; as alfo con- 

I have not room to mention the great varieties of wild rofes, goofe^ 
berries, cuirants, brambles, rafp-berries, &c. 

All the apple trces^ in New-England are exoticks ; as I formerly 
hinted. La Hontan perhaps is miftaken in faying, that he did fee fe- 
veral European fruit trees natives upon the river Ilinois ; probably 
they are the relicks of a former French fettlement there. 

Thuya Theophrafti, C. B. P. Arbor vitae. Clus. Tree of life of 
New-England, is by miftake called favine. Sabina is not well de- 
fcribed by botanifls. Some with Boerhaave fay, it is bacciferous, 
ibme with Ray call it conifer : the ambiguity may proceed from its 
•bearing fcldom, and Aot till yery old. 

F ;2 CWtCvCi^ 
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cerning the proper feafons of killing thefe beafts that af- 
ford furr, Ikins, and hides : but Httle attended to, and 
perhaps never put in execution. 

Clearing a new country of wood, does not render the 
winters more moderate, but conduces to its being more 
healthful : the damp of wood lands produces intermit- 
ting, pleuritick, peripneumonic, dyfenterick, and putrid 
fevers. 

Where trees and other growth are large, it is a fign of 
good land. Cheftnut, walnut, and beech trees are fymp- 
toms of good land. Alder is good meadow ground. 

We have in the woods variety of beautiful flowering 
fhrubs ; but few of them flower in winter, the mofl: va- 
luable qualification for a flowering fhrub. 

For peculiar things of this kind, if we confult the mofl* 
celebrated didionaries we are led aftray ; for infliance, 
Bailey defcribes tar, " A fort of grofs fatty liquor iflTuing 
" from the trunks of old pine trees.'* 

In middling climates timber or wood is generally 
fpungy or light by alternate relaxations and bracings from 
heats and colds, confequently of no good ufe or duration ; 
thus it is from New-England to Carolina : further north 
the timber is folid and heavy, fit for permanent confl:ruc- 
tion, V. g. in New-England, Nova-Scotia and Canada ; 
fliill further north the timber is too fmall, flirubby and 
narrly ; in the hot countries arc many fpecies of hard 
wood of flow growth, good for wainfcotting and other 
joiners work ; Summary does not allow me to enumerate 
them. 

Summer-built veflels are of better ufe than thofe of any 
other feafon. 

The fire wood near Boflion is much exhaufl:ed ; we are 
under a neceflity of fetching it from the province of Main, 
and territory of Sagadahock. A wood floop with three 
hands makes about fifteen voyages per ann. from the 
eaftward to Bofl:on, may carry about 30 cord fire wood 

each voyage. A cord of wood is eight feet length wife, 

per four feet height, of four feet (licks or logs. A kiln 

for 
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for charcoal or furnaces, bloomerics and refiners of iron,- 
is generally of 20 cord wood, and generally may yield 
10 cart-load of charcoal at 100 bufliels per load. 

At fmelting furnaces they obferve that young black 
oak makes the beft coal. One acre of wood land at a 
medium yields about 40 cord wood ; one cord of wood 
yields 40 to 50 bufhcls charcoal. 

Our feafons are uncertain ; in open winter the fap rifes 
too foon, and a fubfequent hard froft makes the bark 
fplit and peel off; thus at times our fruit trees particular- 
ly fuffer. 

Timber under 12 inches is called ranging timber, 
above 12 inches it is called tun timber; ftandards and 
knees are called compafs timber ; the compafs timber tcK 
the northward is beft. 

Our trees, efpecially the oaks, while growing, are 
much fubjedl to the f teredo or worm, therefore in all 
new-built Ihips thefe worm-holes in the plank muft be 
carefully fpikcd. 

The fhips built in Bofton exceed all of other building 
yards, the many merchants and (hip-mafters, good con- 
noifeurs, tranfiently infpc£t them, and every bad piece 
of timber or length of plank is ccnfured. In Newbury 
where they are not much infpefted, the builders aft at 
pleafure, and as the contrafts are generally to be paid 
in goods, they build accordingly -, thus a noted builder 

T. W. jocofely faid, that he had built for a cal- 

licoe fhip. The other country building places are ftill 

f There are varieties of teredines or wood eating infefts ; I (hall 
upon this occailon only mention two. i . An afcarides or maggot-like 
teredo, which preys upon the wooden wharfs in Bofton and cffewhere. 
2. The xylophagus marinus major navibvis infeftas, it is pernicious to 
fhips in hot countries, efpecially in their fird voyages ; lately it did 
damage in the harbour of Newport of the colony of Rhodc-lfland j 
this is not the fame with the infe£l which makes the worm- holes in our 
timt>er trees while a growing : neither is that which a few years fince, 
1730, and increafed for 8 or 9 years, feized the piles or paalen of the 
dykes in Holland, threatning an inundation, but were deflroyed by a 
hard frofty winter. 

F 3 worfe. 
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worfe, particularly North River, where inftead of wliat 
is reckoned fhip- timber, they ufe foreft- wood of any fort ; 
thefe veflcls with repairs laft only two or three voyages, 
and are defigned as a bite upon (hip buyers at home. 

Timber ufed green or with the fap up, is like foenum 
madide repofitum, it foon tends to putrefaftion : this fap 
may be extrafted by macerating or foaking in fait water. 
In ftiip-building, they ought to ufe only white oak for 
timber, plank and trunnels ; and thefe as much as may 
be without fap, 4- rot, or worm-holes. 

H Oak if long feafoned or dry'd, becomes vapid or 
dry-rotted, and does not laft ; we have lately had a no- 
torious inftance of this : cordfire wood to the N. E. 
of Boftori cut before our late war with the French and 
their Indians, during the war of a few years, could not 
be carried off; upon a peace it was fhipt to Bofton, it 

4- The annuli or annuolcx increments of trees begin from the cen- 
ter of their tranfverfe fedtions or heart of the tree; and in the decline 
(trees like animals, for many years according to the nature and con. 
ftrudion of individuals of their feveral fpecies increafe, then for fome 
years are at a date or (land, and afterwards are upon the decline ; 
thus our firft or ancient growth of timber is not good, our fecond 
growth perhaps may equal that of Great-Britain) the dottednefs, ce- 
riofity, or tabes begins naturally, progreffive from the center ; this 
is moft remarkable in the fpungy timber of red oak. One may blow 
fpittle through a ftaveof four feet length; its annuli, or circular la- 
minx, in the tranfverfe fedions are noted, and after furveying, if red 
oak, and fome other trees, are ufed for monument trees, by the 
number of the iurcrefcent laminre we compute the number of years 
from the furvey ; therefore it is better to mark monument trees upon 
the bark, which does not alter, than upon the wood fubftance where 
the marks are yearly inveloped. 

II A wood fire is more pleafant to the light and fmell than that of 
pit coal, but its warming influence is not fo difFufive ; it fearches 
more, but is not fo fteady and lading, its fmoke and vapour is more 
ofFenfive to the eyes, it difcolours and dry-rots paper prints more than 
pit-coal. We have lately in Charles-town adjoining to Bofton made 
an effay for difcovering of pit-coal ; if it. fucceeds, by aft of afTem- 
biy wood ought to be prohibited for ufe in firing in and near Bofton ; 
otherways than in charcoal fox the ufe of furnaces of bloomeries and 
refineries. 

burnt 
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burnt like ftubble, of no duration, leaving no coal, and 
the afhes not profitable to the foap-boiler. 
* Oak timber from thick wood lands is not good- 
Next to the ore, in all iron works, wood or char- 
coal is the moft eflential : here we may obferve, that iron 
works require only 3 men who may be called artificiers, 
viz. a forgeman, a carpenter, and collier ; the others 
are only common labourers. 

When the fun does not fliine, les hommes des hois, 
fwampeers or wildernefs men, diftinguilh the courfes or 
corners of winds by, i. Mofles growing moft plentifulljr 
on the north fide of old dotted trees. 2. Pines branchihg 
moft fouthward. 3. Trees reclining generally eaftward, 
theirs from the prevailing of the wefterly winds ; Sir 
John Nerborough obferved the fame in South-America. 
This obfervation holds good all over America. 4. The 
rings in the tranfverfe feftion of trees, which are moft 
compaft northward. 

There is no author who has wrote tolerably well con- 
cerning the natural hiftory of New-England, -f 

When Sweden began to impofe upon Great-Britain in 
the exportation of their naval ftores, an aft of parlia- 



* Oak timber called day oak, from places well cleared, is better 
dian that from wood lands where there is not the benefit of the fun 
and free air ; our fecond growth of timber or pafture oak is almofl 
equal in quality to that of Great-Britain. 

In all oak timber there is an acid juice which corrodes iron (there- 
fore the French fpiking does not anfwer fo well as our trunneling of 
Ihip plank) and the timber itfelf; therefore it ought to be feafoned either 
by drying, or by (this is better) foaking in falt-water to extraft this 
corrofive acid out. 

t Jo/Ielyn frequently quoted, arrived at Bofton 1663, ^^^ refided 
in New-England many years, publiflied a fmall book called eight years 
obfervations, printed in London 1672, as ^ natural hiftory of the 
xountry; it abounds with grofs miftakes, v. g. *• fome frogs when they 
** fit upon their breech are a foot high, and fome as long as a child 
" one year old. Barley frequently degenerates into oats." Here he 
was impofed upon, by fome oat and barley feed intermixed as fre- 
quently happens : "in New-England, no woodcocks, no quaiU." N.B. 
they arc very plenty. 

F 4 mcnt 
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ment was made allowing certain premiums upon the im- 
portation of certain naval (lores from Englifh America. 4. 
In rope-making by the addition of tar, the cordage 
acquires one fifth more in weight, the rope-makers great 
gains. — A rope- walk for merchants ufe need not exceed 
200 fathom: bccaufe 200 fathom yarn when twifted 
makes 120 fathom cable. 

In the mifcellany article of a feftion, I fometimes in- 
fert things which fhould have been inferted in their proper 
places but were forgot. 

Here fhould have been inferted fome fhort account of 
Dr. Berkley's tar-water ufed as a medicine ; but as moft 
readers are not in the tafte of natural hiftory, I have 
already exceeded too much in that refpeft ; and here fhall 
only obferve, that his direftions for making of it are : A 
gallon of cold water to a quart of tar workt thoroughly 
together with a flat ftick for five or fix minutes, after 
three days the tar being thoroughly fubfided, decant the 
above, and bottle it for ufe ; at a medium one pint 
drank per diem at intervals upon an empty ftomach : it 
may be made weaker by a lefs proportion of tar - or lefs 
ftirring, according to the conftitution and ftomach of the 
patient. As Dr. Berkley favoured Bofton with fome fer- 
mons agreeable to the people in New-England, his 
medicine ex verbo facerdotis is much'ufed there, and 
I have had the opportunity of obferving the efitdls 
thereof, i. In ladies of a loft fipe fair complexion, a 

4. The premiums at prefent are/for mafts, yards, and bow-fprits, per 

ton of 40 feet girt meafure, • i 1. 

Merchantable tar 8 barrels 2 4 

Green tar dit. 4 

Pitch dit. ■ 1 

Turpentine — ^ dit. i 10 

There muft be a plantation certificate that they are the growth or 
produce of our colonies : upon landing the pre-emption to be offered 
to the commiifioners of the navy: if 20 days after landing the 
edmmifiioners do not contrad for the fame, the owners may difpofc 
of them at pleaiure, and receive the premium. > 

long 
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long ufe of It gives their countenance a fallow, that is, a 
yellow greenifti caft. 2. As tar is a creature of the fire, 
and therefore cauftick, I obferve, it has a bad cfFeft in 
ail hefticks and haemorrhages, and inflammatory cafes. 

3. In vapjd diforders of the nervous fyftem it is of good 
ufe, if not ufed too long ; if ufed too long, its efFedts 
are more violent and deftrudive to the conftitution, than 
the habitual drinking of rum or brandy. N. B. Of all 
thefe I can produce fpecial vouchers. 

4. This is, no quack medicine, becaufe it is no no- 
ftrum, and publiflied by a benevolent clergyman without 
any defign of lucrative profit ; his friend in publiQiing a 
confiderably large book of many hundreds of cafes ex- 
adly in the form and univerfality of quack recommen- 
dations, is a difparagement. 

The prerogatives of provincial governors multiplying 
members or reprcfentatives from new places to the gene- 
ral aflembly ad libitum, is a matter of great confe- 
quence to our colonies : as this has been lately aflumcd 
in the fmall government of New-Hamp(hire, I cannot 
clofe this fedion, without taking fome further notice of 
the fame. 

There is a law of this province called the triennial 
aft, by which the qualifications of members, and of thofe 
who may eleft them, is ftated ; the method of calling and 
governing the meetings of the eleftors is regulated, and 
the longed term an aflembly may fubfift limited. June 

4, 1748, the afKjmbly became diffolved in courfe by 
virtue of this law ; from which time to the :fd of Ja- 
nuary following there was no aflembly in being ; in 
this interval the governor received the inftruftion, 
vol. II. p. 35. and bcfides the places mentioned in faid 
inftruftion, the freeholders of Pelham and Methuen are 
ordered to unite and chufe one reprcfentative for both 
places at a joint-meeting held at Pelham : this was a novel 
thing, to aflemble the electors of two or five towns in 
one body : in Scotland, where by the aft of the union 

parliament 
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parliament (not by prerogitive) four or five towns were 
daffed to fend one member or reprefentative, each town 
voted feparately for a reprefentative, and thofe reprefen- 
tatives by vote fent one of their own number as a mem- 
ber of parliament; but in a different manner the free- 
holders of the towns of Dunftable, Merrimack, Holies, 
Monfon and Nottingham weft, are ordered to unite in 
one meeting to be held at Dunftable, and chufe one mem- 
ber for the whole as a confolidated body ; this was done, 
but no return made, as I am informed. 

After the late running of the line with Maflachufetts- 
Bay government, feveral parts pf townftiips and other 
fcttlements formerly in Maffachufetts-Bay fell within this 
province ; as the affembly were defirous that the polls 
and eftates of thefe annexations ftiould contribute to the 
charge of government ; by a temporary aft, they in- 
corporated them by the name of Diftridts, with the fame 
appellations as before, and the fragments from the 
Maffachufetts townfhips, viz. of Almfbury and Salifbury 
were made one diftridt : from Metheun and Dracut one 
diftrift, Haverhill one diftrift, &c : this aft was fre- 
quently renewed for (hort periods, only that they might 
contribute towards the charge of government ; but alter 
repeated application of the inhabitants, they had the 
privilege of townfliips added, but ftill temporary ; fome 
of thefe diftrifts were made townfhips by charter, thus 
Pracut was made a town by the name of Pelham : 
about feven months after calling the aflembly the laft 
diftrift aft expired; notwithftanding their legal exift- 
ence expiring, Methuen, v. g. had a reprefentative in the 
affembly. 

By the triennial aft, the feleft-men of each place 
fending reprefentatives, are to call the qualified voters 
within their^p.recinfts to meet and proceed to a choice ; 
but there was no legal authority for the feleft-men of one 
town or diftrift to call a joint meeting of the eleftors 
of two or five places, and therefore was in propriety a 

tumultuous 
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tumultuous aflembly: thus were two of the excluded 
members chofen. 

The governor was from home required to commu- 
nicjite the lords jufticcs additional inftruftion of June 
30, 1748, to the members of the general aflembly con- 
cerning this affair ; which he never did in form j they 
only obtained a tranfcript of it by the courtefy of a 
private hand as a favour ; and the governor's frienda 
infifted that they fliould firft admit thefe difputed mem- 
bers, and afterwards enter upon the merits of the cafe. 
I have no concern in the affair, and endeavour only im- 
partially to reprefent fads, 

N. B. By the royal charter to the colony of Rhode- 
Mand, their aflembly is to determine what towns have 
power to fend reprefentatives to the aflembly. 

As this is a petty inconfiderable province or govern- 
ment, very irregular and fadtious in their ceconomy, and 
affording no precedents that may be of exemplary ufe to 
the other colonies ; I omit (to eafe the Summary) many 
articles which in the other colonies are deduced at length, 
as of good ufe and information. Perhaps if this go- 
vernment were annihilated, and annexed to the neigh- 
bouring province ; it might be of benefit, for their pro- 
teftion in cafes of war with the neighbouring French and 
Indians, or infurredions, and for good order, and to eafe 
. their charges of government. . 
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SECTION X. 



Concerning the Colony of 

RHODE-ISLAND 



I Shall not repeat what I have already mentioned in 
general, concerning the earliefl; European difcoveries 
and fcttlements in America.* 

This colony was not originally or immediately from 
England, it proceeded from the neighbouring colony of 
Maffachufetts-Bay ; and was at firft made up of the emi- 
grants and f banifhed from thence, becaufe of diflenting 
from their generally received way of religious worfhip ; 
thefe emigrants were puritans of puritans, and by de- 
grees refined fo much that all their religion was almoft 
vanifhed ; afterwards it became a receptacle of any people 
without regard to religion or focial worfhip : and their 
modes of civil government were v^ry variable and 
defeftive. 

* See vol. I. p. 63, &:c. For the firft Britifh difcoveries and 
fettlements there, fee p. IC9, &c. and p. 203, &c. the firft fettling 
of New-England, p. 364, &c. 

t Thcfe banifhments were under pretence of preferving the pub- 
lick peace, and preventing of fedary infedtion ; and as is natural to 
all zealots and bigots, they fell into the fame error of rigidity, which 
they complained of upon their emigration from the church of England. 
At a general fynod in Newtown near Bofton, which was called Auguft 
30. 1637, eighty erroneous opinions were prefented, debated, and 
condemned ; and by the general aftembly or legiflature of the colony, 
Odober 2 follow ing, fome perfons were banifhed. 

There 
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There were fome incidents, which favoured the firft 
Englifli fetdements. i . A few years before the Englifh 
came to New-Plymouth, there prevailed fome malignant, 
contagious, very mortal diftempers amongft the Indians 
from Penobfcot tp Narraganfet,* which made room for z 
fafe fettlement. 2. Several of the neighbouring IiKliaii 
nations were inftigated to deftroy one another : thus the 
Narraganfets afRfted the Englifh to deftroy the Pequods 
1637 ; Myantomy the great fachem of the Narraganfets 
was made prifoner by Uncas the fachem of the Mohegins, 
and was put to death 1 643. 

In the Britifh ads of parliament, this colony is named 
Rhode- Ifland, Providence Plantations, and the Narra- 
ganfet Country or King's Province: originally thcfc 
were diftin£l aflbciations or plantations, but fince have 
been united, and by charter incorporated into one colony 
or jurifdiftion. I fhall briefly mention the origin of thefe 
feveral diftinft fettlements. 

Mr. Roger Williams came over from England to Salem 
1630 ; he fuccecded Mr. Shelton minifter of Salem 1634, 
and becaufe of his antinomian, familiftical, brownift, and 
other fanatical do6fa:ines, though in other refpefts a good 
man, 1635 be was excommunicated and banifhed from 
Maffachufetts colony by their aflembly or legiflature as a 
difturber of the peace of the church and common-wealth, 
and renM)ved to Seaconck, now called Rehbboth, and pro- 
cured a grant of lands from MafTafoit fachem of the 
Pakanokat Indians ; the magiftrates of the colony of Ply- 
mouth, Seaconck being within their jurifdiftion, obliged 
him to remove^ in the fpring following, with fome of his 
friends and adherents he fettled on the other fide of Pa- 
tuket, the boundary river at Moofachick, by Mr. Wil- 
liams called Providence, and the Narraganfet fachem 
made them feveral grants of lands ; one of the grants is 
dated Nantiganfick the twenty-fourth of the firft month 
commonly called March, the fecond year of our planta- 
tion or planting at Moofachick or Providence ; Mr. Wil- 
hams lived in Providence forty years j 1640 the twenty- 

fevcutK 
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l*cventh day of the fifth month about forty pcrfons -j- vo- 
luntarily formed a fort of civil government. When for 
the eafe of the inhabitants, the colony, formerly ail in one 
county as is at prefent the fmall province of New-Hamp- 
jliire, was divided into three counties^ the townifaip or 
plantation of Providence was divided into four townfhips. 
Providence, Smithfield, Scituate, and Glocefter ; Provi- 
dence fends four reprefentatives to the general afiemhly, 
the others fend two each. 

Duke of Hamilton's grant from the council or com- 
pany of Plymouth in April 1635, was from Providence or 
Narraganfet-Bay eaft, to Connefticut river weft, foutherly 
upon the fea, and northerly up inland fixty miles, or (o 
far north as to reach the Maifachufetts fouth line ; this 
takes in all the colony of Rhode-Ifland, and the eaftern 
parts of the colony of Connefticut ; the duke of Hamil- 
ton had a further grant of 10,000 acres eaft of Sagada- 
hock adjoining to lord Ware's grant •, that family have at 
fundry times eflayed to revive their claim, but as they 
never fulfilled the conditions of the grant or fettling, 
they never profecuted the affair to effeft. There were 
feveral other vague grants, but as they are now obfolete, 
and claims not like to be revived, we fhall not mention 
them. 

In the year 1637, the fynod at New-town in Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay having condemned the opinions of many 
feftaries, and by the fubfequent general court or aflembly 
pcrfons being ill ufed, thefe pcrfons with their friends 

4- To perpetuate the memory of the firft confiderable fettlers and 
of their families, I fhall in the hiikory of our feveral colonies mention 
fome names. The firft twelve perfons who with Mr. Williams were 
concerned as proprietors of the Providence lands ; William Arnold, 
John Greene, John Throgmorton, Thomas James, William Harris, 
Thomas Olnay, Richard Waterman, Francis Wefton, Ezekiel Holli-^ 
man, Robert Cole, Stukely Weil-coat, and William Carpenter -, af- 
" terwards were affociated Chad. Browne, William Fairfield, J. Warner, 
' E. Angel, J. Windfor, R. Scot, WmReinolds, Wm Wickenden, Gre- 
* gory Dexter, &c. at length they amounted to the number of 100 pro- 
prietors of Providence^ being the value of twenty miles fquare. 

and 
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and adherents went to Aquatneck, now the ifland of Rhode- 
Ifland, and by deed, March 24, 1637-8, purchafed the 
ifland from the Indians ; 18 perfons || without a patent 
did voluntarily incorporate or aflbciate themfelves 5 the 
caftcrly end ofi the ifland with Seaconet was called Pocaf- 
fct ; this fettlement increafed fafl:, and was called Ifle of 
Rhodes or Rhode-Ifland ; 1 644 it was divided into two 
townfhips, Newport its ekfterly part, and Portfmouth itt 
wefterly part ; lately Newport is fubdivided "into New- 
port anid Middletown. In the beginning the ceconomy 
or government was variable ; 1 640 they agreed that thii 
government fhould be in a governor, deputy-governor 
and four afllftants, * they held their offices until the pa- 
tent of incorporation. 

1642-3, Jan. 12, Showamet was purchafed of the In- 
dians by eleven aflbciates, f and called Warwick in ho- 
nour to 'the family of the earl of Warwick, who had a 
grant (but never profecuted) of a large traft of land in 
thefe parts ; they were by direftions from this minifter 
incorporated in the Province of Providence Planta- 

I Thcfe 18 peifons were William Coddington, John Clark, Wil- 
11am Hutchinfon, John Coggefhal, William Apinwal, Samuel Wei- 
born, John Porter, John Seaford, Edward Hutchinfon, jun. Thomas 
Savage, William Dyree, William Freeborn, Philip Sherman, John 
Walker, Richard Corder, William Rauliflon, Edward Hutchinfon, 
fen. Henry Bull. N. B. Some families returned to the Mailachafetts- 
Bay colony, the Hutchinfons, Dummers, Savages, Sec, 

* William Coddington, governor, W. Brenton, deputy governor, 
N. Eaflon, J. Coggimal, W. Hutchinfon and S. Porter. 

f Rendal Holden, John Wickes, Samuel Gorton, John Greene, 
Francis Wefton, Richard Waterman, John Warner, Richard Corder, 
Samfon Shelton, Robert Patten, and William Woodeal. N. B. Gorton 
was a preacher or exhorter, of many wild peculiar opinions in religion, 
different from thofe of the other New-England fedlaries, and ufed a 
myfterious dialed; his followers were called Gortonians ; he came to 
Rhode-Ifland 1638, was banifhed from thence 1640 ; he was of a 
good family in England, he difowned the Puritans and oppofed the 
Quakers : he fettled at f atuxet, and kept a peculiar religious fociety 
for upwards of (ixty years, and lived to a great age ; but as this fe^ 
is utterly extind, we ihall not revive the memory of it in the digref - 
fion concerning the Britiih plantation fedaries* 

tions. 
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tions. About this time fome people began a fettlement 
at Patuxet river, 4- whereof at prefent part is in the 
townlhip of Providence, and part in the townfhip of 
Warwick. Warwick is lately Subdivided into the town- 
flup of Warwick, four reprcfentatives, aad country two 
rcpiefentatives. 

1643 Mr. R. Williams went to England as agent, 
and by the afliftance of Sir Henry Vane, obtained from 
the earl of Warwick, governor and admiral of all the 
Englifli plantations for the parliament, a fort of charter 
of incorporation of the feveral fettlemcnts by the nan^e 
of " the incorporation of the Province Plantations in 
the Nar raganfet-Bay in New-England 5 may fettle them- 
felves into any form of government the majority of the 
*^ freemen ftiould agree upon, fuitable to their eftate and 
** condition, and make fuitable laws, agreeable to the 
laws of England, fo far as the nature and conftitution 
of the place will admit, &c/' dated 1643-4, March 17. 
Their firft general aflembly was not called until May 19, 
1647 ; this aflembly eftablifhed a body of very good 
and wholfome laws, and erefted a form of government 
for the adminiftration of thefe laws, and for making 
further laws that may be found requifite. Their legifla- 
ture, called a court of commiflioners, confifted of fix 
members from each of the four^ towns of Provi- 
dence, Newport, Portfmouth and Warwick ; but the 
fupreme power to be in a regular vote of all the || free- 
holders of the colony or incorporation, the freemens 
vx)te fuperfeded or repealed the adls of the court of com- 
miflioners and made them void. — A prefident and four 
afliftants yearly chofen were judges of the court of 
trials, aflifted by the two wardens or juftices of the 

4 Meadows upon a river has, in our northern plantations, always 
and every where been an inducement to begin a fettlement ; as being 
immediately furnifhed with food for their cattle in winter. 

II At prefent there remain in our plantations, only two populace 01 
popular colonies, where the fupreme power 01; dernier reforc is Iqdged 
in the comaiunity, viz ConnedUcut and Rhod^-lilaod. 

particulai 
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ticUlar town, in which this court lat from time to 
imc. Every town chofe a council of fix perfons to 
maiAge the prudential town affairs, and had the tryal 
of fmall cafes, with the wardens or juftices of the town, 
but with an appeal to the court ot prefident and aflb- 
datcs. There was a fhort interruption of this fornl of 
government, Odtober 2, 1652, by order of the council 
of ftate from England ; but foon refumed, and continu- 
ed until the prefent charter took place. 

The prefent charter is dated July 8, 1662, 15 r^n. 
Carol II. in which it is enumerated, that they were 
people who left their fettlements in the other colonies, 
bccaufe obliged thereto by their different lentiments in 
religion ; and did by good providence tranfplant them- 
fdves into the midfl: of Indian natives, and made land 
purchafes of thofe natives, fit for building of veflels, 
making of pipe ftaves and other lumber : that their 
dcfign was to live quietly with liberty of confcience to- 
gether, and to convert the Indians. They are by charter 
made a body politick or corporate by the name of the 
governor and company of freemen of die Englilh colony 
of Rhode-Ifland and Pfovidcnce Plantations in Narra- 
ganfet Bay in New- England. 

Grants liberties of confcience in religion,* a power to 
make a common feal, to call an aflembly annually, iirfl 
Wedncfday of May, and laft Wcdnefday of Odlober, or 
oftener: compofed of the governor, f deputy governor, 
ten affiftants ; and reprcfentiatives df towns, whereof 
Newport not exceeding 6, Providence 4, Port;fmouth 4, 
Warwick 4, and 2 for each other place or town, to be 
clcded by the majority of freemcA in each town. The 
majority of the aflembly, whereof the governor or de- 
puty governoi: and fix of the afliftants at leaft to be 

• Without excepting Roman Catholicks or any otheri. 
f In the charter, for the firft year, the king nomin;ite4 Be^e^i^ 
Arnold, Efq; for gOTcmor^ William Arenton deputy goye)rnor. 
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(even ; -f tx> have power to appoint the time and plac 
of their meetings, to make any "man free of the company 
to nominate proper officers, to make laws. Sec. not n 
pugnant to thofe of England, to appoint courts of jud 
cature with their proper officers, to determine, wha 
towns have power to fend reprefentatives to the aflembl] 
to pardon criminials, to make purchafes of the nativ 
Indians ; whc;n the aflembly does not fit, the governc 
with the major part of the afiiftants to have the di 
redion of the militia. The governor, fix of the ai 
fiftants, and major part of the reprefentatives of tb 
freemen in aflembly, have power of making war againl 
the Indians or any of the king's enemies, but not to in 
vade the Indians of any neighbouring colony witbou 
the confent of the government of that colony : allowBi 
the liberty of fifhing and of curing fifh on any of tb 
coafts of New-England: peribns born there, to b 
denizens of England ; all perfons and tfianner of good 
may be tranfported thither trom England : any difiereno 
arifing with the neighbouring colonies, to appeal (o tin 
king in council : to have a tree trade with all the otbc 
Engiifh colonies. The boimds of the colony to hk 
wefterly, the middle channel of the middle great flrean 
of Pokatuke, ahas Narraganfct great river, fo far as .y 
lies up the country, and thence by a line due fiortb tc 
the foutherly line of the Mafiachufetts colony ; northern 
bounds, the (butherly line of the Mafiachufetts cq1<mi| 
fo far eaft as three miles to the £. N. £. of the mou 
eaflem and northern parts of the Narraganlet-Bay.; dx 
eaftern bounds, as the bay lieth or extendeth itfelf frog: 
the ocean into the mouth of the river which runneth intc 
Providence : and from thence higher along the eafterlj 
bank of faid river called Seaconck riVer, up to the falls 

-f- As in the majority of voters there mnft at leaft be the govemoi 
or deputy governor and fix of the affiftants, it was the fame cafe as 
if the governor and affiftants were aieparate board or hoofe ; thae 
fore after feme years by ad of affiunbly they were conftitoted a Se- 
parate houfe, aiid ^ govornor in cafe of .an. •qnivote in the bo«nl 
af^'afliiUnts, to have the cafting vfgt, bat no negative. ^ 

"called 
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catted Patucket-falls^ being tlie moft wefterly line of 
Plymoutti colony : and from faid fnlls in a flreight line 
due north, till it meets with the fouth line of Mafia- 
dttifetts ; fouthern bounds, the ocean comprehending 
alltheiflands and banks in Narraganiet-Bay, Fiflicr's- 
Illand excepted. To hold of the king as the mannor of 
Eaft-Greenwich, in free and common foccage, 'paying thd 
fifth of all gold. and filver ore found there. — Any claufe 
in a late grant to the governor and company of Con- 
nedicut colony notwithftanding. Signed Howard. 

Their firft affembly met at; Newport, March i, i66j, 
and CDa&ed, That on the firil Wednefday ot May an- 
nually by a m^ority of the votes- ot the freemen of the 
colony, (hall be cleded a recorder or Secretary, a flierifT, * 
an attorney general, and one treafurer general. — All 
purchaies of the Indians without confent of the affembly, 
to be void, and the purchafers finable. All inhabitants 
of competent eftates chriftians (Roman Catholicks 
excepted) to be accounted freemen, and have power 
of choofing and of being chofen deputies and other 
officers. 

This competency of eftate has been varied from time 
tojdme; anno 174.6, the ailembly enaded, that the 
qualification for a freeman ihould be freeholds of 400 I. 
currency in value, or that fhall rent for 20 1. per ann. 
or the eldeft fon of fuch a freeholder ; . and to be pro- 
pofed to their refpedive town meetings three months at 
ks& before their admiflion. As briberies in the elections 
of aflfembly men and general officers were become fre« 
quent and notorious, by the fame zSt no man is admit- 
ted to vote until he has taken oath or affirmation, that 
lie will ufe his freedom for the good of the government 
without any other motive, and Ihall not receive nor ex- 
pcft-any reward or promife of reward in elcdbions. 
The fame ailembly enacted, that no affiftant (member 

* At prefent the flieriiFs of the feveral counties are appointed by the 
general aflemhljf.^ 

Q z of 
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of the council) or member of die houfe of reprefentativcs 
fhould be allowed any wages or pay for their fervice. 
Several other fuch wholfome and exemplary f laws have 
at times been enafted, when the government wzs in 
good hands. 

From time to time there were fome Englifh trading 
houfes, with fmall purchales of lands from the Indians, 
in the Narraganfct country. 1657, the ifland of Ca- 
nonicut was purchafed of the Indians, and 1678 incor* 
porated by adt of aflembly, and named James-Town- 
Some gentlemen of Rhode-Ifland and other parts of 
New-Hhgland' made a confiderable purchaie of Peta- 
quamfecut (from the Indians) which with the adjacent 
lands were incorporated a townfliip by the nameof King- 
fton 1674: but fince divided into diree townfhips, South- 
Kingfton, North-Kingfton,* . and Exeter. 

Mifquamicut purchafed of the Indians, 1665, was 
conftituted a townfliip 1669, by the name of Wefterly j 
this is lately divided into three townfliips, Wefterly, 
Charles-Town and Richmond j in Charles- Tpwn is the 
'Narraganfct Indian referve (Ninigret is fachem,) of two 
miles trom E. to W. and of about 6 miles from north 
tofouth 5 which is generally farmed by the friends of the 
Indian guardians appointed by the a0embly, upon long 
leafes and fmall rents. 

ManiiTes or Block Ifland, 1672, was conftituted the 
townfliip of New-Shoreham. • 

1677, the townfliip of Greenwich was incorporated, 
and lately divided into the two townfliips of Greenwich, 
and Weft^ Greenwich. By this time all the colony or 
general lands were reduced to private property ; fee a 
fiibfequent table, p. 89. 

When the court of England, in a bad adminiftration, 
were refolved to vacate charters of any nature, becaufe 
reftraints or obftacles to a defpotick power ; a writ of 
Quo Warranto was iflfued out againft the colony 06t. 6, 

f Ex^^plary to the other colonieft. . 

':-• ; . 1685, 
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1685, and delivered June 2, 1686, by Edward Ran- 
dolph, Efij-, The freemen of the colohy by their ballots 
or written votes called proxies, by a majority g^ve in 
their opinion to the general aifembly, in conformity 
to which, the general aflembly,' after the example of 
many corporations or charters, in England, determined 
not to ftand fuit with his majefly, but by an humble ad- 
drcfs to the king, pray for the continuance of their- 
privileges and liberties according to charter : the king 
promifed them proteftion and favour j they were put 
under the government of prcfident Dudley, who was 
fooh fuperfedcd by governor Andros. 1686-7, Jan. 
12, SirEdmond Andros's commiflion as governor of 
New-England, was publifhed in Rhode-Ifland, and all. 
the colony formed into one county. 

Upon the Orange revolution, by a general 
vote of the freemen in .May 1 689, it wa$»concluded, that 
Sir Edmond Andros*s authority; by his confinement in. 
Bofton, was terminated or filenced, and therefore they 
rcaffume their former government or charter ; and as 
dicir charter never was vacated in a due courfe of law or 
judgment, the court of England allows them to con- 
tinue in the pofleffion and ufe of it to this <ky . 

Each townlhip is managed by a town council, con* 
lifting of the afliftants who rcfide in the town, the 
juftices of the town, and fix men freeholders cholen 
annually by the freemen of the town ; the major part 
of them is a quorum, with full power to manage the 
afEsurs and intereft ofthe town to which they relpedkively 
belong, to grant licences to publick houfes ; and are a 
probate office for proving wills and granting admini- 
ftration, with appeal to governor and council as fupi-eme 
ordinary. 

On any urgent occafion the governor, or in his ab-' 
fence, the deputy goVefnor, may by warrant call a 
general aflembly. — The diredion of the militia is in the 
general aflembly of the colony -, but when the aflembly 
does not fit, the governor and afl[lftants have the power 
Qf the militia. G 3 At 
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At the townfhip meetings in March annually, the 
freemen of the town bring in their written votes called 
proxies, for a governor, a deputy governor, tea af- 
fiitants, recorder, treafurer, and attorney general ; thefc 
votes are fealed up and fent to Newport for next May 
general eledion ; the governor has no negative in elec-^ 
tions, has no negative in pafTing of bills or refolveS| 
only in the houfe or board of afllflants in cafe oi an 
cquivote, he has the cafting vote. All other officers 
civil and military are appointed by a joint vote of the 
board of afliftants and houfe of reprefentatives. The 
legiflature of Rhode- Ifland colony ftile themfclves. The 
governor and company of the Englilh colony of Rhode* 
Mand and Providence Plantations in New-England in 
America ; the enading ftile is. Be it enaded by the ge- 
neral aflembly of this colony, and by the authority of me 
&me it is enaded. The aflembly adjourn thtmfelves for 
any time. The governor for <the time beine has the 
Guftody of the colony's charter, feal fire, and appoint^ 
the naval officer; the governor's falary is 300I. per 
ann. currency, and all hia perquilites do not exceed 
1000 l.f. There are yearly two affemblies or elections of 
reprefentatives •, they fit firft Wednefday in May at 
Newport ; the fecond aflembly meets laft Wednefday of 
Odober at Providence and South- Kingfton alternately. 
In idl grand committees, and eledlions of officers, the 
board of ajTiftants and houfe of reprefentatives fit an4 
vote together. 

In the 1^ II election of general o^icers firf^ Wednefday 

of 

■ ■ 

•rf At this wripng.i 750, the deputy governor ha$ 4 faljiry of 30 1. 
currency pr O. 1*. per ann. the treaforer 2col; afllilants and repre* 
fentatives havi; no wages. 

II Formerly the parties in clc^lions and pnbKck tvanfa^tions were 
upon fe^ary footings } but for fome ^ears paft the oppofite parties 
are, they who are againi^ mi^ltiplying a fallacious fraduient paper cur- 
rency, an4 they who encourage it for private iniquitoas ends; majority 
of the prefent houfe of reprefentatives are' of the paper money fi^c, 
notwithftanding t)f a growing depreciation: from April 1, 1750, tp 

Sept. 
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of May 1750, were chofen William Greene governor, 
Robert Hazzard dep. governor; afliftants, George Wan- 
ton, Jonathan Nichols, John Pottef, John Bowen, Ben- 
jtaiin Tucker, Robert Lawton, James Arnold, William 
Kichmond, Daniel Coggefhal, TefFry Watfon ; Thomas 
Ward iecretary, Daniel Updike attorney general,- and 
Thomas Richardfon general treafurer.* When the char- 
ter firft took place 1663, there were only 18 reprefenta- 
fivcs, 6 from Newport, 4 from Providence, 4 from PortP 
mouth, and 4 from Warwick ; at prefent, 1 750, befides 
fhefe, there are 2 froai each conftituted townfliip incor- 
porated from that time, and at prefent are 58 members. 

As 

Sept. 1 9 1 7 $0, their paper currency from par fafFers a difcount with the 
Mafladiafetts paper currency above 20 per cent, that is, a piece of 8 in 
Bofton fells for 45s. O. T. in Rhode-Ifland it fells for 56s. O. T ; by 
fslling, I mean, it is merchandize, and will continue fuch until the 
paper money is generaiUy annihilated, or by its fmall quantity arrive ' 
at a jnft par with filver : I (hall mention a palpable inftance of tho 
good effefb of paper currency being gradually annihilated (if the 
tranfition is too fudden, it may occasion a ftagnation of bufinefs, 
confiifion and uproars, which ought carefully to be avoided, as tending 
to fedition) by finking of our paper medium ; within thefe lad fix 
months (this is wrote September 1750) exchange with London is fallen 
from eleven and a half, for one fterling, td mne and a half, for one. 
fterling good bills or well endorfed. 

* The fallacious plantation paper money currencies are a moH 
difagreeable topick, and fall too often in my way : here I cannot 
avoid obferving, ^hat the habitual pradice of tJijs paper money cheat, 
iias had a bad influence not only upon profligate' private perfons, but 
upon the adminiflration pf fome of our New-England governments : 
for inllance, one of the lesiilature, a figher of the Rhode-Jflahd 
colony bills, was not long nnce convictep of figning counterfeit 
bills. Men are chofen into the legiiQature and executive parts of their 
eovernment, not for their knowledge, honour, and honefly, but as 
Siciclers for depreciating (for private ends) the currency, by multi- 
plied emiflions : this year, 1750, the parties amongftthe electors of 
aflembly men were diilinguifhed by the names of paper money 
inakers", and the contrary : the paper money makers have got a- 
majority in the lower houle, and propofe a new emiffion of 200,000 1 
0. T. ; it is prol^able the houfe or board of aflldants will not con- « 
cur ; it is not for waht of paper-cprrency, at prefent they have more 
thah ever; MafTachufetts-Bay, where the bulk of their bills Were 
lodged, haye fent them back accompanied with the bills of Newr 
Huipfhire; Uieir defignis by quantity to depreciate the value of 

G 4 ^^'^YK. 
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As a table is the moft concife and diftinft form of 
reprefenting fcvcral numeral articles relating to a colony; 
I fhall here repfcfent each townfliip, their late numb^ 
of pro3cies or .freemen voters, their reprefentatives in 
general aflembly, their juftices, jheir companies of 
militia, perluftration (i748).of Whitc5> negroes, and 
Indians^ 

their b'lls ; ^hd lands mortgaged for publick bills will be redeemed in 
thofe minorated bills, at a ver^ inconfidecable real value. In the neigh- 
bouring province of MafTachUiettS-Bay the principal dire6tors and 8g- 
ners of bubiing or notoirioos cheat bills (in the a6l of parliament, 174I9 
iit is termed a mifchievous undertaking and publick. nufance)- were 

by votes concurred by gov. Sh y, made couhceltors, figners of 

publick bills of credit, judges, juftices, <S:c. this to an impartial reader 
muft appear the greateft difregard of a minifler (all governors arc in 
a mmillcrial capacity) to ads of parliament. . To prevent this nufance* 
in all ad$ of afTemblles concerning paper money currenci^^, there 
may l^e a glaufe, that any perfon cpnvided of making, iigning, or 
uttering any falfe, fraudulent, or counterfeit bills, be rendered in- 
Capable of any place of profit or truft in faid province or colony. 

In Maflachtti'etts Bay province December 1748, the aft for drawing 
in their bills of credit, expreflv declares, " that the bills of the neigh- 
bouring provinces have paffed promifcuoufly with the bills of our pro- 
vince ; and tiie inhabitants of Maffachufetts-Bay province v/iH thereby 
be liable to greater evils than they have as yet fufFered, if the bills of 
the neighbouring governments continue current within the province ; 
therefore,&c.'* jparticularly every perfon To accounting (extra provincial 
bills reckoned up to a perfon or otherways evading in negociation) 
receiving, taking, or paying the fame, (hall forfeit the fum of fifty 
pounds hew tenor fpr evtry fuch offence. Thdft has lately hsip- 
pened a pjiblick controverfy in the fioilon Weekly news papers for 
Sept. 175^3, concerning the word apcopntine: this ought to be ex* 
plained by fome fubfequent ad of aflembly ; as there is a difcovery 
of a principal manager, negociatjng in BoHpn (in a manner as he 
thought evadable in the law) fome bills of Neyv-Hampfhire : as he 
was a principal agent in re^riaining the. currency of bills of the neigh- 
bouring provinces, if interefl had not prevailed againft common pru-, 
4ence, he would haVe evaded the negociating of ^l^efc bills in any 
manner though evadable in law. 

N. B. To annihilate plantation paper currencies in a general {enfy^ 
U very laudable ; but to do it fuddenly or in the fpace of one year, 
when there is no other medium or currency, puts ^ fop to all trade 
and buiinefs ; this obftru6iion may divert our coifimerce into fome 
other hannel : we have a notable instance of this in (he provir.c^.o 
Maflachufetts-Bay^ ij$p. 

Townfhips* 
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Townflu'ps. Proxiet-ReprefJaftices.Whitei.Negroet.Itidiatu.MiUtia^ 



Newport 


96 


-T 


9 




SJi5 


nio 


63 


4 


ftowdence 


^i 




'3 




3177 


iZ5 


SO 


s 


Portfmoutli 


*1 




s 




807 


■54 


!i 




Waiwick 






8 




'!'3 


•76 


93 




Wcftwley 


Zi 




6 




1 701 


59 


49 




•NewShoreham 


'i 








760 








North Kingfton 


30 




7 




.66; 


18+ 


86 




South Kingdon 


ai 




5 




l+CJ 


380 


'93 




Greenwich 


>7 




6 




9^6 


6- 


27 




Jimes Town 


4 









.8+ 


110 


a6 




■ Smithfield 


45 








40Q 


30 


20 


3 


Scituate 


S8 








laiD 


16 


6 


3 


Glouwiler 










"V+ 


8 




3 


Cfaarles-Town 


9 








6t< 


S8 


303 




Well Greenwich 


as 








71? 


8 






Coventry 










769 


16 


7 




Ejieter 


^4 










63 


» 




Middletown 


»o 








586 


7* 


IS 




Briftol 


M 










I2tf 


•3 




TiTcrton 




^ 






tl'. 


99 


99 




LitdtCompton 


|f7 








100+ 


6a 


86 




'Wimn 


81 








(JtO 


S° 


3^ 




Cnmbtrland 


73 








Boi 


4 






' Richmond 










(OO 

'84J9 


S 


3 






BSri 


^L 


■■9 


J°77 . 


' 57 





N. Q. The numbers of whites, blacks, and Indians 
for the townfhips of New Shoreham or Block-Ifland, 
SmidiBeldj Warren, and Richmond, are only eftimates, 
and not an aiflual cenfus. 

When the qualification of a freeman, as formerly, was 
lojjj the profiles or voters never exceeded 1 300 ; at pre- 
feni the qu^jfication is better or higher, and anno 1 749, 
thcproxies were only 888. 

Ihe valuation or cenfus anno 1730, was whites 
'5i3(>2} blacks 1648, Indians 985, in all 17,9351 the 
Taluation anno 1748, was whites 28,439, blacks 3077, 
Indians 1257, in ail 32,773 ; from thefc deduft Briftol, 
Tiverton, Little Coropton, Warren, a;id Cumberland, a 
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late addition taken from the jurifdiftion of Maflachuietts- 
Bay, and added to Rhode-Iflaftd colony, of 4196 whkes, 
343 blacks, and 228 Indians^ reniain 24,243 whites^ 
which is an incfeafe of near 9,000 whites, upon 1 59AOO 
circiter, in 1 8 years ; this is more than.one third inoftaf- 
cd in the fpace of 1 8 years. The cenfus of their Macks 
and Indians perhaps is not exad ; that fmall colony does 
not poffefs more negroes, than the much larger province 
of Maffachufetts-Bay ; it is true, dieir late Guinea trade 
exchanging of negroes for horfes, llock, and provifiqiis 
Ihipt off for thejWeft^India iflands, has added confider^ 
ably to the number of their negroes. Here is an in- 
creafe of 44 Indians, whereas they are obferved every 
where to be upon the decreafe from the intemperate ufe 
of Britifh fpirits, and from their being fent to fea, and 
upon expeditions. The 5 1 militia foot companies are 
' formed into 4 regiments, being one regiment foot in 
each of their four counties of Newport, Providence, 
King's-county, and Briftol ; there are alfo one troop of 
holrfe in the county of Newport, and a troop in the 
county of Providence, 

Concerning the boundaries of the colony of Rho^e- 
Ifland. 

King Charles, anno 1630, made a grant to the earl 
pf Warwick form Narraganfet-Bay, weftwarv!^ along 
ftore 40 league, and in length from fea to fea : he 
jifligned this grant to William vifcount Say and ^eal, * 
lord BrooUs, lord Rich, and eight more affociates : the 
{Conditions of the grant were never compiled with by 
fettling, &c. and the grant is become void. A fubfequent 
grant to duke Hamilton, 1635, for the fame re^oir i^ 
pull. 

fl 

. * Seabrook at the mouth of Connedlicut riyer is fo called froi^ tho 
pame ot vifcount Say and lord Brook. This humour of jpmt oameiK 
for townfhips is Hill praciifed in the colony of ConnedUcut ; thus a- 
townfhip granted lately to Hartford and Windfor jointly, is called' 
X|arwinton, from the initi^ fyllable» of thefe two townfhips: '\' 

' - In 
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In the beginning of our fettlements, the country not 
being well inveiligated,{undryfucceeding royal grants in** 
termed with former grants. * King Charles 11. having 
received complaints concerning the wrong defcription of 
places and grants^ not to be determined at a cUftance, 
but by conuniflioners to be lent exprefly upon the fpot ; 
accordingly 1 664, four commifTioners, col. Nichols (af- 
turwttrds governor of New- York) Sir Rjobert Kcr, 8rc. 
were ient over to fettle all the controverted boundaries 
of the. provinces, and to be determined by the concur* 
fence or any three of thefe commiilioners^ or of two of 
thcm» whereof Nichols to be one. f Three of thofe com* 

miflioners 



^ For inftance, Plymouth old nordi line^ from ConahalTet due 
weft to Patukec river, and MaiTachufetts fouth line, from 3 miles 
{ooth of the fouthermoft part or head of Charles river, extended 
£. and W. overlap one another feveral miles ; Attleborough Gore is 
Dlvnl V included in Plymouth erant, and alfo in the grant ta Rhode- 
iilano. Some of the lands of Tiverton and Little Compton, (ecm 
to be in both thefe grants. In equity perhaps the prior grant fhould 
take place ; but this was not observed in the late determination of 
Rhode-Ifland eafterly boundi^; the validity of the Plymouth grant as 
to jnrifdidllon being queftioned. Rhode- liland colony pretended to 
the fettlements of Tiverton, Little Compton, Dartmouth, Rochefltr, 
Sandwich, and Cape-Cod townfhips, becauie Plymouth grant is hot 
faid to be bounded upon the ocean : but as this claim was not brought 
before a late court of commiffioners appointed by patent from Great- 
Brit:un to fettle the eaftern boundaries of Rhode-Ifland colony, it may 
befnppofed dropt and filenced. Lately in Rhode- 1 (land, they have 
imagined a daim of jurifdiftion further north than their prefent line ; 
taking in part of Wrentham, Bellingham, Mendon, Uxbridge,*and 
Douglafs ; they were encouraged to this by their late fuccefs in thq 
eaftern claim ; but when they complained home concerning the en- 
croachments of MafTachufetts-Bay, upon their eaftern borders, they 
inade no complaint of northern encroachments ; which if any, might 
have been adjufted by the fame commiifion without further charge : 
and when conmiiflioners were appointed, December i8, 1749, by 
the general afTcunbly of MafTachuietts-Bay, to join with commiilioner^ 
from the jurifdidion of Khode-lfland, to run and renew the line 
agreed on aiKi fettled by both governments, Jan. 19, 1710 11 ; the 
Rhode-Ifland commifConers did not appear. 

t The Rhode- Iflanders conftrued it that nothin? could be concluded 
without the concurrence of Nichols ; and becaufe Nichols happened not 

to 
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miflioncrs gaVc the Atdeborough Gore to Plymouth co- 
lony, that is, Patucket alias Blackllone || river to be the 
dividing line between thefe two colonies -, the king's 
pleafure concerning this determination was npver fignified; 
^ it was not confirmed at home, it continued many years 
in difpute, and at length, determincfd by commiffioners 
1741, and confirmed hy the king in council 1746, in 
favour of Rhode-Ifland ; it is now called Cumberland 
townlhip, in honour to his royal highnefs the duke of 
Cumberland, and is annexed to the county of Providence. 

Rhode-Ifland eafterly line dividing it from the prefent 
province of Maflachuletts-Bay was fettled by commiffi- 
oners* 1 741. Maflachufetts government appealed home 
againft every part of the judgment as grievous and inju- 
rious ; but the judgment in whole was confirmed 1746, 
by the king in council. In autumn 1 746, the govern- 
ment of Rhode-Ifland fent to the government of Mafla- 
chufects-Bav, a copy of his majetty*s order in council, 
afiirming tne judgment of the court of commiflloners, 
for fettling the boundary line between .the two govern- 
ments, and by aft of aflcmbly appointed commifllbners 
to run (Dec. 2, 1746) this late adjudged line with com- 
miflfioners from Mafl[achufetts-Bay j theaflembly of Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay could not be informed of this appointed 
time until their next fitting, December 24 -, thus Rhode- 
Ifland contrived to run this line ex parte. For a mi- 
nute defcription of this line, fee vol. I. p. 399. . 

For Rhode-Ifland northerly line dividing this colony 
firom the province of Mafl[achufetts-Bay,fee vol. I. p. 415. 

• 
ft * 

to be one of the three that concurrfd in the determination of the At* 
tleborough Gore, they alledged the determination was not perfedt, 
whereas Nichols was plainly intended to have only a cafUng vote 
when two were again li two. 

I This river was fo called by the name of Mr Blackftone, who 
removed from MafTachuietcs-fiay and lived in this Gore» upon that 
river, many years. 

* The fettling of this line coft each government about 4,000 1. 
O. T. The commii&oners had from each government 6s. llerl. per 
diem, with all charges in coming, at, and returning from the congrpfs. 

Southerly 
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Southerly the colony of Rhode*Ifland i^ bounded upon 
the fea or Atlantick ocean. 

Its wefterly line dividing it from the colony of Con- 
nefticut was fettled by comnylfioners from both co- 
lonies September 27, 1728 ; was afcertained by a dire£t 
line extending weft from the rock at the uttermoft 
point of Warwick neck^ 20 miles, to a confiderable heap 
of ftones in a cedar fwamp, the S. W. corner of War- 
wick purchafe. From this monument the line with 
Connedticut is determined by running firft N. 7 d. E. by 
compafsy 23 miles 10 rod to a large heap of ftones in 
a v^ley being between two marked pine trees in the 
fouth line of the province of Maflachufctts-Bay, and for 
the firft 7 and a half miles were made monuments every 
half mik, and from thence northward to the Maffa- 
chufetts fouth line, were made monuments at the end of 
each mile : from the faid monument the S, W. cornet 
of Warwick was made a Ibutherly running of 15 miJc^ 
and 9 rod S. 1 1 d. 20 m. W. to the mouth of iVftra*. 
wage river where it falls into Pakatuke river j and from 
thence Pakatuke river i& the boundary to the fea. 



Roger Woolcot, ^ 
Signqd James Wadfworth, > For Connedicut. 

Daniel Palmen 3 



William Wanton, 1 

Benjamin EUery, > For Rhode- Ifland. 

William Jenkcs. 3 

The colony of Rhode Ifland have been very little 
concerned in the Britifh North- America wars with the 
adjacent Indians, and their encouragers to rapine the 
French of Canada j from the Quaker principles of many 
of the inhabitants, and asrnot being immediately expofed 
to the ravages of the French and their Indians. In the 
expedition againft Port- Royal in Nova- Scotia, an. 1710, 
and in the abortive expedition againft Canada, 171 1, 

they 
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they had fome Ibrces: towards the feint or intended 
expedition againft Canada, in the fummer 1746, they 
fit^ out 300 land men with a warlike floop of 100 
feamen ; they vifcve ordered for Nova-Scotia, but in their 
voyage fuffered difailers, never proceeded, and after 
ibme time this expedition was countermanded. They 
have been noted for privateering againft the French and 
Spaniards in time of war. They have built a gpod 
foirt upon (?oat-Iflai{d, an ifiand in the harbour of 
Newport. 

The numbers of their whites, flaves, and other lifts> 
may be Sscn in a foregoing table. 

Concerning their courts of judicature. 

• Formerly the colony of Rhode-Ifland made only ont 
county : not long (ince it was divided into 3 counties, 
Newport, Providence, and King's county ; lately they 
have conftituted a fourth county called Briftol, compre- 
hending the late addition from the province of Mafia* 
chufetts ; Cumberland is in the county of Providence. 
Newport county contains Rhode-Ifland (the townftiips 
of Newport, Portfmouth, and Middletown,) Block-Ifland 
(the townfliip of New-Shoreham) Canonicut-Ifland (the 
townlhip of James-Town) Prudence-Ifland, and Patience- 
IflandjWith the lately adjudged parts of Tiverton and Lit- 
tletCompton. Providence county cohiprehends the town- 
fhips of Providence, Smithfield, Scituate, Glocefter, War- 
wick, Coventry, Greenwich, Weft-Grcenwhich, and Cum- 
berland. King's county includes South-Kingfton, North- 
Kingfton, Exeter, Wefterly, Charles Town, and Rich- 
mond. 

The legidatiire, called the general court or general 
aflfembly, fits the firft Wednefday in May annually at 
Newport, and at Providence and South-Kingfton alter-- 
nately the laft Wedncfday of Oftober. • 

• The form of their judicial qath of affirmation does 
not invoke the judgments of the omnifcient GOD, who 

fees 
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fees in fecret, but only upon the peril of the penalty o( 
perjury, f 

Juries. The town council of each townfliip take 
a M of all perfons lyible by law, and whom they fliali 
judge able and well qualified to ferve on juries, and lay 
the fame before a town meeting called for that purpofe ^ 
and the names of all fuch perfons written on feparatif 
pieces of paper, ihall be put in a box to be delivered ta 
the town clerk, to be by him kept under lock and key«r 
When the precept or notification for returning of ju- 
rors is iffued, at a town meeting the box fhall be un- 
locked, and the town clerk fhall draw out fb many 
tickets, as there are jurors required, to be returned as 
jurors 5 fuch as in die judgment of the town meeting 
are unable to ferve at that time, their names fhall be re- 
turned into the box and others drawn in their flead; the 
names oL the perfons returned to ferve, fhall be put in 
another box from time to time, until all the tickets 
be drawn as afor^faid ; then they fhall be returned into 
the firfl, to be drawn from time to time as aforefaid* 
The town council fhall once a year lay before a towa 
meedng fuch other peribns as may from time to time 
become qualified, to be put in the box. If by reafon 
of challenge or other ways there are not a fuffitient num- 
ber of good and lawful men to make up the jury, the 
jury fhall be filled up by the fheritf or his deputy de 
talibus circumflantibus. 

Justices of the psace. The general afSmibly 
in their May fefTions, . chiife for each town fo many juf- 
tices of the' peace as they may find requifite, to be com- 
mifliioned by the governor of the colony under the feal 
of the colony ; their power extends all over the county. 
A juflice may join perfons in marriage, take the ac- 

f This does not feero to be a iacfed or rolemn oath, and may be 
iSoilrated by the ftoty of two profligate thieves ; one of them had 
fiolen fomething, and told his friend ofit : well, fays his friend, but 
didany body fee you ? No : then fays his friend^ it is yoarb as much 
M if yM haA bought it with your money. 

knowledgment 
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knowlcdgment of a de^ or other inftrument, take do- 
pofitions out of court, the adverfe party being notified. 
Two or more juftices may hear, try, and adjudge all 
manner of debts, trefpafTes, and other adtions, not ex* 
^ cecding five pounds currency ; titles of lands arc ex- 
* cepted, and nich other adbions as are excepted by any 
particular law of the colony. Three or more juftices 
cf the peace may try all perfons fuipedted of thieving 
to the value of ten pounds currency. Appeals in civil 
cafes are allowed to the inferior court of common pleas, 
and in criminal cafes to the couit of the general feflions 
of the peace : the judgment of which court, #n all ap- 
peals from the juftices court, is final. 

Sessions of the peace. In each county arc held 
twice a year, a court of general feflions of the peace, 
five juftices of the county making a quorum, impowered 
to hear and determine all manner of matters ac^d things 
relating to the confervation of the peace, the punifhment 
of offenders, and all pleas of the crown (capital crimes 
excepted) are therein cognizable. Any perfon aggrieved 
at the fentence of this court, may appeal to the next 
luperior court of judicature, court of aflize and general 
goal delivery. 

Inferior courts of common pleas, are held twice 
a year in each county ; three juftices of the iaid court 
ace a quorum : they have cognizance of all civil a£tions 
arifing or happening within the county, and tryable at 
common law, of what nature, kind, or quality foever: 
but no a£tion not exceeding five pounds currency, is 
brought into any of thefe courts, unlefs where any man's 
fi-eehold is coi*erned, or by way of appeal from any 
juftices. court. Liberty of^appe^ from thefe inferior 
courts of common pleas, is allpwed to the next fuperior 
court of judicature, &c. -,^^ 

' Superior. COURT of judicature, courts of aflizc 
and general goal delivery, are holden twice a year in 
each county ;thre:: judges are a quorum: they have 
cognizance ot all pleas, teal, perfonai, or mixt, as alio 

pleas 
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pleas of the crown, and caufes criminal, and matters 
xtkdng to the confcrvation of the peace, puniflimcnt 
of ofienders, and generally of ^1 other matters, as fully 
and amply to all intents and purpofes wl^atftever, as 
the court of common pleas, king's bench, br exchequer . 
in his majefty*s kingdom of England have, or ought 
to have, an^ are impowercd to give judgment therein, 
and to award execution thereon, and make fuch necef* 
fary rules of pradtice, as the judges (hall from time 
to time fee needful ; but no caufe, matter, or thing 
(writs of error, capital crimes, &c. excepted) arc 
brought into this court by an original writ or procefs, 
but ^ appeals from the inferior courts of common 
pleas. 

Appeals to his majesty in council are allowed, 
where the -matter or thing in controverfy is the value of 
three hundred pounds new tenor, unlefs from judgment 
obtained upon a bond, which has no other condition but 
for the payment of a fum or fums of money. They ap- 
peal to the king in council not only on perfonal, but alfo 
in real aftions. 

A COURT OF CHANCERY or delegates not long fince 
was eredied ; but on their iniquitous proceedings in dif- 
penfing with all laws, no man's property was fafe j it was 
therefore difcontinued. 

The ORDINARY FOR PROBATE OF WILLS, and granting 
adminifkration, is in the refpedive town councils, with 
appeals to the court of governor and afTiftants. 

The court of vice admiralty confifts of the fame 
individual officers or perfons that officiate in Maflachu- 
fctts-Bay^ or by deputations from them. 

The justiciary court of admiralty is much of 
the fame nature with that of Maffachufctts-Bay, with an 
addition of the governor and feme of the council of the 
Beigbbouring px^f^mtc. of MafTachufetts-Bay. 

Their prefcntiaxesof all kinds are very inconfiderable ;' 

the intere& qfc rtirir priblick loans generally defrays all 

Voi.. II. ^ H charges 
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• ■ ..." ' 

charges of government and other needfuls both of the 
colony and particular towns. 

Navigation. Newport of Rhode-Bland is their prin- 
cipal trading town at prefent ; lies in 41 d. 35 m. N. lat 
it is of eafy and 0iort accefs^ being near the ocean, bu 
for that reaibn not fo well fituated for home confump 
tion. Providence is about 30 miles farther up Narra- 
ganfet-bay inland, thierefore in a few years it muft be thci 
principal place of trade. For the fafety and conveniencj 
of faiUng into the harbour of Newport, in fummer 1 74c 
was erected a light- houfe in Beaver-tail at apublick colon] 
charge. 

LIGHT. HOUSE. 

The diameter at the bafe is 24 feet, and at the top li 
feet. The height from the ground to the top of tbe cor 
nice is 58 feet, round which is a gallery, and within tha 
ilands the lanthorn, which is about 11 feet high, andj! 
feet diameter. 

The ground the light-houfe ftands on is about 1 2 fee 
above the furface of the fea at high water. 

The following are the bearings (by the compafs) of fe* 
veral remarkable places from the light-houfe, viz. 
Point Judith S. W. 3 Deg. S. 

Block-IQand. N. W. point S. W. 8 S. 

Ditto S. E. point S. W. b. S. 5 S. 

Whale rock ' W. 9 • S, 

Bren ton's reaf E. S. E. 4 £• 

Seal rock E. S. E. 10 E. 

S. point of Rhode-Ifland E. 7 S. . 

. Watch houfe on Caftle-hill E. N. E. 4 • E. 
Brenton's point E. N. E. 4 N. 

Fort on Goat-Ifland E. N. E. 5 N. 

S. eaftermoft of the Dumplins N. E. b. E. 
Kettle bottom rock * N. E. 4 E. 

Anchoring place betwetni 

the town of Newport andjN. E. b. E. 

Coafter's harbour- j ^ - 

N. B. There 



•■ • 
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N. ft Hiere is a fmall funken rock lies off due S. and at 
the diftance of about 200 yards from the Irght-houfe. 
The entrances and clearances of veflels in the collection 
of Newport for the laft year of the late French and Spa- 
nilh war ; and for the firft year of the prefent peace. 
From 25 March 1747, to 25 March 1748. 
Ships Snows Brigs Sloops Schooners 
Entredin 2 3 20 27 4 Total 56 
Cleared out 4 5 33 7^ 5 118 

From 25 March 1748, to 25 March 1749. 
Entred in 2 2 30 37 4 Total 75 
Cleared out 8 11 49 9^ ^B 160 

The veflels ufed here are generally brieantines and 
floops. "Their trade in time of war confilts much in 
privateering ; this laft war they had bad fuccefs ; not 
much trade with* Europe ; much- ufed to fmuggling of 
contraband and uncuftomed goods ; they export for the 
Weft-India iflands, horfes, live ftock of feveral kinds, 
butter, cheefe^ lumber^ and rum of their own diftilling : 
their trade feems to be upon the decline ; they import 
; Or rather carry to Bofton> fugar, mplafles, and other Weft- 
hdia illand produce^ a few negroes from Guinea, and 
logwood from the bay of Honduras. 

Ever fince 1 7 1 o^ their mort beneficial bufinefs has been 
banking or negociating a bafe fraudulent paper money 
currency, which ii fo contrived, that amongft themfelves 
^t comes out at about 2 and half per cent, per ann. intered 
^d lend it to the neighbouring colonies at 10 per cent, -j^ 
5 moft barefaced cheat. The intereft of thefe publick 
iniquitous frauds, one quarter goes to the feveral town- 
flxips to defray their charges, the other three quarters arc 

f I fhall only mention their enuffion 1 744, of a publick paper 
i&oney credit of 1 60,006 1. O. T, upon pretext (as the preamble 
cxprefTes it) of the prefent S^panifli war, and of an impending French 
^ar ; but was flnired amon^ themfelvei by. U^ay of loan at 4 per ct« 
per ann. intereft, for the fir^ ten years, and after the expiration of thofe 
^ years, the principal io be p9^ off padu^l^^ii^^ years more 
without any intereft. - yCS^ /TN. 

or •** r 
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lodged in the treafury to defray the government charges 
of the colony. 

Produce. Rhode- Wand colony in general is a coun- 
try for pafture, not for grain ; by extending along the 
(hore of the ocean and a great bay, the air is foftened by 
a fea vapour which fertilizeth the foil ; their winters are 
fofter and fhorter than up inland ; it is noted for dairies, 
hence the beft of cheefe made in any part of New-England, 
is called (abroad) Rhode-Ifland cheefe. 

Anno 1687, when by aft of affembly taxes were re- 
ceivable in produce of certain fpecies, Indian corn was 
valued at 18 d. per bufhel, butter 4 d. per pound, (heeps 
wool at 8 d. per pound ; currency at that time, pieces 
of eight at a denomination of 33 3 quarters worfe than 
fterling. 

The moft confiderable farms are in the Narraganfet 
country. Their higheft dairy of one farm, communibus 
annis, milks about no cows, cuts about 20Q load of hay, 
makes about 1 3,000 wt. of cheefe, befides butter ; and 
fells off confiderably in calves and fatted bullocks. A 
farmer from 73 milch cows in five months made about 
10,000 wt. of cheefe; befides cheefe in a feafon, one 
cow yields one firkin of butter, 70 to 80 wt. In good 
land they reckon after the rate of two acres for a milch 
cow. 

In this colony there is no college or fchola illuftri's ; 
lately feme gentlemen, lovers and encouragers of the Ube- 
Tal arts and fciences, to promote literature in the colo- 
ny, have in Newport, the metropolis of the colony of 
Rhode-Ifland, lately founded a hbrary. . That this may 
fee of exemplary ufc to our other provinces and colo- 
fiies, I fhall give fome account of it. 1747, Abraham 
Redwood, Efq; beftowed 500 1. fterl. in books, being 
volufnes, 206 folio's, 128 quarto**, 712 ofiavo's, -and 
251 duodecimo's; fcveral other perfons have beftowed 
fome valuable books -, a gentleman of noted liberality 
has promifed an experimental philofophy apparatus, and 
to eredt a fpiral .monument with an obfervatory. Some 
/ . . ..- gentlemen 
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gpntlemcn incorporated by an ample colony charter have 
contributed, and upon ground, given by Mr. Henry 
Collins, merchant, erefted a regular building for a li- 
brary, at the charge of about 8,000 1. currency O. T. 

The building for the library confifts of one large 
room where the books are kept, 36 feet long, 26 feet 
broad, and 19 feet high, with two fmall offices adjoin- 
ing. The principal or weft front is a pediment and 
portico of 4 columns after the Dorick order -, the whole 
entablature of which, runs quite round the building. The 
two offices are placed as wings, one on each fide the 
portico, aud connefted with the body of the building, fo 
as to form two hilf-pediments proceeding from the 
lower part of the entablature. Thefe two wings, be- 
fides the conveniencies they affi^rd, have a very good 
effeft in extending as well as adding variety to this front. 
The caft front confifts of a plain Dorick pediment fup- - 
ported by. a ruftick arcade of three arches, in the recefles 
of which are placed three Venetian windows, after the 
Ionic order.' The outfide of the whole building is of 
ruftick work, and ftands on a bafe about 5 feet high 
from the ground, and the entrance is by a flight of fteps 
the whole width of the portico. Their charter con- 
ftitutes them a body, politick, by the name of the com- 
pany of the Redwood library, with power to chufe an- 
nually eight direftors, a treafurer, fecretary, and librarian 5 
to admit new members, make l^ws, &c. 

It is to be wifhed thlat a tafte for learning and books 
with the better fort of people riiay prevail in all our colo- 
nies. In Philadelphia, . fome years fmce, a company of 
gentlemen, well-wifhers to letters, have conftituted a con* ' 
iiderable library ; of this we fliall give fome account in the 
fcftion of Penfylvania. In Charles-town of South-Caroli- 
lia, is latejy formed ^ Jibrary company, April 21, 1750, 
thcyconfifted of tiS members 5 their firft, general meet- , 
ing was 2d wednefday of July 1 7^0 ;. they.are to have fou»; 
general quarterly meetings yeai-ly, \y hereof one is the gene- 
ral annual meeting for election of gfficers, viz. prefident, 

H 3 vice- 
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vice-prcfident, trcafurer, fecretary, librarian, corn 
ipondent, and fteward. The contributions of the men 
bers to be D 5 s. currency per week : the books to \ 
lent to any of the foqiety, giving a receipt for the fam 
to be returned within a limited time, a pamphlet in — 

days, an oftavo or duodecimo in weeks, a quari 

in — ~ weeks, a folio in months; of this we flu 

give a further account in the feftion of South-Carolin 

Rhode-Ifland government * pretend to an extent a 
jurifdiftion furthei* north than is at prefent fettled, (th 
we hinted at p. 91. of vol. II.) and takes off frqm tl 
jurifdiftiqn of Maflachufetts-Bay, confiderable parcels < 
the townfliips of Wrentham, Bellingham, Mendon, IJ: 
bridge and Dbuglafs. CommiiHoners were appointed b 
the general aflemblies of the province and colony, i 
is ufual, to run their divi(k>nal line laft autumn 1 74^ 
refpedively they did not nieet, and the Rhode- Iflan 
commiflTioners nn the line ex parte, Jonathan Randa 

y 8d fttfrl. which is aboQt ^4$. dcrl. per annum. '^ 
* The provincial taxes and townfhip rates having lately in tl 
province of Maffadiafetts-Bay, from the wr^ngheaded manageroe 

of begn fo ojppreflively grea|, that, i. Upon a difpute bi 

tween the province of MaiTachoietts-Bay and colony of Connedicu 
lately broached concerning; (bme townihips of the province indents 
with the colony ; the Maflachufetts townmips of Woodflock, Somei 
Enfield, and Snfiield, did in a voluntary manner withdraw from tl 
jurifdiflion of MalTachiifetfay and pot th'emfelvcs ander the jurifdi^c 
of Connedilcut ; and by force or menace prevent the civil officers ( 
Maifachufetts from exerciiing any aathonty and gathering of taxe 
2. The MaiTachufetts townmips adjoining to the northerly line ( 
Rhode-Ifland colony, allowed the Rhode-Ifland m^n (in an a6^u. 
trefpafs) to runf a line, without any oppoiitioi^ ; chuiing rather to 1 
under the jurifdi^lion of RhodeJfland, where the publick or color 
taavs are very fmall» and rpmetinies nothings and no parifli or min 
filial rates^ a very Wanting or difcoiiraging: article in the poor ne 
fettlement: thefe difputes cannot be compo&d» but by applying h 
the court of Great*firitain^at a, great cjbarge. Here we may obferv 
that ill devifed ej^prbitant taxes occafion di&ontent amongd the peopl 
«(ith a charge, and confuiion to the governments. 

Thorn? 
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Thomas Lapham, and. Richard Stcern, Efqs; f were ap- 
pointed in Auguft 1749 commiflioriers to run the line ac- 
cording to charter : the commiffioners with Henry Har- 
ris, Efq; furveyor, and two cl^^irtnen, by themfelves run 
a fine, to their own mind, and made report laft Tuefday of 
February 1749-50; that, 30th of Oftober 1*749, no com- 
miffioners from Maflachufetts-Bay appearing, we proceed- 
ed : " We II could find no ftake or momument of Wood- 
" ward and SafFerey, but from the place defcribed in our 
" commiffion, viz. we found a place where Charjes rivejr 
" formed a large crefcent foutherly, which place is known * 
" by. the name of Poppolatick pond, which we took to be 
" the fouthermoft part of faid river ; from thence we mea- 
" fured three miles on a plain in Wrentham, one qjiarter of 
"a mile N. cafterly frpnvthe dwcUiqg-houfe of Thomas 
" Man^^nd ;^bout a quarter pf a mile S.'eafterly from the 
•^houfe-of Robert Blake, where we marked a pine-tree 
^* and erefted a monument of ftones, and found the fame 
"to be in lat. 42 d. 8 jn. north, which we deemed the 
" N. E. bounds of the colony. From faid pine-tree wfi 
" proceedcdtto run the northern boundary line in a weft 
"courfe of 8 and hialf d. variation, and in this courfe 
" mvked 'giany trees,* f^id line paffing over the fouther- 
" moft part, of Manchoag pond, * and did terminate 
■* about thirty rods eaftward qf a fmall pond called Graffy- 
" Pond at a black 'bak tree which we marked with a mo- 
" nurnent of ftones about it, as the north wefterp boundi 
" of the- colony, being about twenty-two ipiles from forc- 
" faid pine-tree to faid b)ack oak/* 



t In Rhode-Iflaad goverament are fquires many, becaafe annually 
dedivci an4 Qnce a fquire always a iquire.s not long Ance, a faceti* 
pas gentleman met upon the road a Rhode-Ifland jullice of his ac- 
qaaintance* bare U^t and feet> driving a team in very foul weather, 
lie faluted him in th;s manner : your fervant fquire 1 am fur- 
prized to fee a gentleman, of your noted ^gality, to wear his ht(k' 
ftockinss and ihoes in fuch dirty weather. - 

I Perhaps, according to inibu^tions they defignedly did not find thit 
proper monument' 

* In the northeirp piarts of Douglafs. . 

H4 Some 
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Some time afterT;*rardsanewcommiffion iffuedfrom cac!k 
of the governments to perambulate the northern boundarr 
of Rhode-Ifland tolony, by the ftakc fet up by NathanidL 
Woodward and Solomon Safferey, purfuant to the agree- 
ment of the province and colony, Jan. 19, 1 710- 11. 

There is a cafe concerning fbme ministerial lands 
in this colony of confiderable value, claimed by the 
church of England, and by the prefbyterians or congrcga- 
tionalifts ; this cafe has been depending almoft 30 year? 
in the colony courts of common law, called the courts 
below, and before the king in council, and hitherto not 
iffued : a particular account of the cafe may be agreeable 
to the devotees of both fides. 

Anno 1657, ,the chief fathems of the Narraganfct 
country fold to John Parker, Samuel Wilbore, Thomas 
Mumford, Samuel Wilfon of Rhode-Ifland, and John 
Hull, goldfmith of Bofton, Petaquamfcut-Hill for fixteen 
pound •, next year the fachem of Nicnticut, fold, for fif- 
teen pound Tome lands north of th6 faid purchafe, to the 
fame purchafers. The whole purchafe was about fifteen 
miles long, ai^d fix or fevcri mileS wide ; afterwards they 
'afibciated Brenton and Arnold, jointly they Were called 
the feven pyrchafers. Another company, called Atherton's 
company, 1659-60, purchafed lands of the Indians north 
of the faid Pecaquamfcut purchafe -, thifc two companies 
had feveral controverfies concerning their boundaries ; 
anno 1679, they came to a final iccommodation. 

Anno 1 668, the Petaquamifcut purchafers by deed gave 
300 acres of their beft land, for an orthodox parfon to 
preach God's word to the inhabitants : from this pro- 
ceeds the difpute,' who is the orthodox minifter ? By the 
Rhode-Ifland charter all profeljionj tf chriftians fccm 
tdt be deemed orthodox -, by one 6f the firft afts of 
their legiflature, 1663, all men pi*ofe(Gng chriftianity^i 
and of competent eftates, and of civil converfation, 
and obedient to the civil magiffirate, though of diflfe- 
r:nt judgment in religiqus afi^irs, Roman catholicks 

onlj^ 
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toljr excepted, lliall be admitted freemen, and fliall have 
♦ liberty to chufe and be chofen officers in the colony, 
both civil and military. 

The boundaries with the Atherton company being 
finally accommodated, the Petaquamfcut purchafers, 1693, 
made a final divifion amongft themfelves, and amongft 
other company grants (120 acres to a mill, &c.) con* 
firmed the grant of 1 679, of 300 acres to an orthodox 
miniftry, which were lurvcyed and lotted. 

Thcfe minifterial lands not being claimed by any ortho* 
do3C minifter, anno 1702, Mr. Henry Gardiner enters 
upon 20 acres of it, and James BUndy upon the remain- 
ing 280 acres. 

Moft of the grantees fcem to have been of the church 
of England, but many of them fell off to an enthufiaftick 
fed in Warwick, calledf Gortonians, nowextinft; per- 
haps at that time there were no Prefbyterians or congre- 
gational people in Rhode-Ifland, and at this time it 
is faid there are in South-Kingfton more people of the 
church of England than of the prefbyterians and con- 
gregationaliils. 

1702, Mr. Niles, not ordain'd in any manner, preached 
in faid -diftrift for fome time, but never had poflcflion 
from Bundy of the 280 acres ; in 17 10, he left Kingfton, 
and fettled at Braintree of Maffachufetts-Bay. 

1719, George Mumford bought of Buqdy thepoflcf^ 
fion of faid 280 acres. 

Several inhabitants of the Narraganfet country having 

• They were not originajly of to catholick and chriflian fpirit in 
JiJafTacbufetts-Bay colony ; the Maflachufetts firft feeders left England, 
bccaalcofanopprcflive cell aft, notwithftanding (fuchis the nature of 
zealous, fnrions bigotf)' and enthufiafm) upon their firft fettling, 1651, 
in MaiTachufetts was made a ted aft, that no perfon could be freejof 
the colony, who was not in full communion with fome of their 
churdied in. the independent congregational model. Here we fee 
that priefts and bigots of all religions ard naturally the fame ; the pe^ 
pie of New-England are become good chriftian catholicks. . r 

+ From Mr. Gorton their leader, this feftary is now loft or ex- 
finftl it did not furvive Mr. Gorton^ the father of the feet. 

petiuoned 
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|)etitioned the bifhopof London, and the focicty forprQ- 
paring the gofpel in foreign parts, for a miflionary 5 
Mn Mc. Sparren was appointed 1721, and Mr. Gardinoi 
delivered his 20 acres which he had in pofleffion, tg> the 
thim:h of England incumbent. Mr' Guy before Mc. Spar* 
rcri^s time had been appointed miflionary, but foon left 
it; Mr. Mc. Sparren upon a writ of ejcdtment lyi^ 
s^ainft Mumford for the 280 acres, grounded upon the 
confirmation 1675, and the laying out 1693, the qri- 

fjnal grant of 1 668 being fecreted, was caft in two tryals j 
c appealed to the king in xrouncil, but the fociety for 
propagating the gofpel refuting to meddle in the affair^ 
the matter refted, and Mumford kept poflefllon. 

The prefbyterian incumbent minifter, Mr. Torrcy, 
the firil incumbent of ordination, brought an adtion 
verfus Gardiner for the 20 acres, but was caft ; and Mr. 
Mc. Sparren, the church of England incumbent, brought 
and recovered qjeftment againft Robert Hazard tenant to 
Mr. Torrey. 

1732, Mr, Torrey brought an adlion of ejeftment 
agaiqft Mumford •, both inferior and fup^rior court gavp 
it for Mumford ; but upon Torrey's appeal to the king 
jn council, thefe verdids were, difallowed, and pofleffion 
ordered to the incumbent Mr. Torrey, 1734 — The mem- 
bers of St. Paul's church of England in Narraganfet, 
April 7, lysSy addreflfed the fociety /or propagating the 
gofpel, &c. tor their afliftance in advice and es^pencei 
|)ut to no purpofe. 

1735, by advice from England, Mr. Torrey conveyed 
the faid 280 acres which he recovered of Mumford, to 
Peter Coggfhal and five others in fee in truft for himfelf 
and his fucceflfors in the preft^yterian miniftry : the faid 
^ruftees leafed the fame to HaZjard fpr a few year§. 
f .1739, the original deed of the minifterial lands iq 
Petaquamfcut purchafe, which had been fecreted, coming 
to light, Dr. Mc. Sparren in behalf of himfelf and-fuc? 
celTors in St. Paul's church of South-Kingfton, by th? 
adv^e of his lawyers, capt. Bull, col. Updike, and 

' ' judge 
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judge Auchmuty, brings a new writ pf cjedhnent ^inft 
Hazard the occupant or tenant of the laid 28a acres^ 
was cad in the courts of Rhode-Ifland, but allowed aa 
appeal to the king in council, which, for fome reafons 
}ias not been entered, nor petitioned for a hearing. 

For the information of the curious, of aftter- rimes, I 
ihall here in&rt the VALrUAXiON or cuota of each town- 
ih^ towards a public^ colony rate of 500Q 1, new tenor^ 

Anno 1 747, 



Ntwport 
Providence 

Portfinoutb 
Warwick 
Wcftcrley 
N. Shoreham 
North Kingfton 
South Kingfton 
Eaft Greenwich 
Jamcs-towfi 

Smithfield 
Scituate 



1. 

825 

550 

^^o 

450 
125 

1 00 

«74 
132 






Gloucefter 
Charles-town 

W. Greenwich 

Coventry 

Exeter 

Middletown 
Briftol 

Tiverton 
Little Compton 
Warren 
Cumberland 
Richmond 



J. 

iiS 

75 

79 
60 

125 

149 

.^7S 
140 

167 

84 
64 



The affair of currencies in general is left to the ap- 
pcndi)^ ; at prefent we fhall only hint, that in the colony 
of Rhode^Ifland from the votes of their gcnpr^l ailemr 
bly, it appears, that in February 1749-50, their publick 
bills of credit 'current were 525,3351. Oi T, (whereof 
upon funds of taxes 1355335!.; the reft upon loan- 
not to be finiftied until 1764) which is fufEcient to carry 
pn die trade and bufinefs of the colony even at their 
prefent depreciated value; and the prefent defign of 
emitting 200,000 1. O. T. more upon loan, is not as 
a further " medium - of trade, but a knavifh device of 
fraudulent debtors of the loan money, to pay off their 
loans at a very depreciated value; the thrcatnings of 
Cpnnefticut government to prohibit the currency of 

Rhode- 



*i68 A Summary, Historical and Political, &c. 

I • • • • - 

Rhodc-Ifland bills in cafe the Rhode-Iflanders emit more 
will be an advantage to the fraud ; becaufe Rhode-IQanc 
will then have fuch a drug of their own and New-Hamp 
(hire bills as\o render them of little or no value, confer 
quently a real debt or mortgage may be difcharged by 2 
little or no value. 

In Attleborough Gore or Cumberland of this colony ixc 
great variety of iron-rock ores, but unprofitable ; bttt 
we (hall give a (hort account of the metallick ores and 
minerals hitherto difcovered in New-England ; fee p.. 
540. vol. I. 

Mr. Baden, an ingenious miner and eflayer, not 
many yearS fince, was fent over to New-England from 
England by a company of gentlemen in queft of metal- 
Iick ores and minerals ; he found, i . Iron ore, (both 
Fock and fwamp or bog ore) in plenty but not profit- 
able. 2. Lead ore near Merimack, and Souhegan rivers, 
but- not plenty, and fo intermixed with rock and fpar, 
is. not worth working. 3. Copper ore in Simfbury hills, 
in the colony of Connecticut, near Connefticut river; three 
different companies ( Belcher and Cafwel, Mr. Bowdoin 
and company, Goff and company ; this laft. was a bubble 
of Shodes ) have wrought thefe mines with a confiderable 
lofs, and for fome years have been neglefted ; Mr. Bel- 
cher erefted a fmeltrng furnace in Bofton for his copper 
ore, but to no purpbfe. 4. Silver ore in Dracut near 
Merimack river ; a furnace • was ereded in Bofton for 
fmelting this ore, but the ore proved a cheat of col. 
V— m*s, and all mifcarried. . 

In Attleborough Gore fome copper ore intermixed with 
iron ore, which is a detriment to the iron ore, and of no 
profit as to copper. 

We have fome allum-flate or ftone, but no fait 
fprings, no pyrites of vitriol ftone, fuch as is found on 
both fides of the river Thames along the Kentifh and 
Eflex fhores in England, no lapis calaminaris. We 
have plenty of feveial forts of earAs, called boles or 

okers. 
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okers, fuch as black lead in Brimfield of Ma,flachufetts* 
Bay near Connefticut river, rudle or red oker in many 
places, and fome fmall quantities of yellow oker, which 
is the only valuable oker. 

Our only metallick ore at prefent under improvement 
is that of iron, and may be reduced under the following 
heads. . i . Furnaces for fraelting of rock ore into pigs 5 
in Attleborough, now Cumberland, annexed lately to the 
jurifdidtion of Rhode-Ifland, were erefted at a confiderable 
charge three furnaces ; the country was well wooded for 
coal, but the ore proved not good or profitable, and is 
neglefted j they were of fome fmall ufe in the late war 
in caftirig of fmall cannon, bombs, and bullets. Here 
is a magnatick iron ore, which yields a red (hot iron, 
not good. 2. Smaller furnaces for fmelting of fwamp 
or bog ore into hollow or caft ware, pots, kettles, &c. 
which we can aflford cheaper than from England or 
Holland. 3. Bloomeries, which from bog or fwamp 
ore without a furnace heat, only by a forge hearth, re- 
duce it into a bloom or femiliquidated lump to be beat 
into bars ; commonly three tuns of this pre yields one 
tun of bar iron, much inferior to the bar manufac* 
tured by the refiners of pig iron imported from the 
New- York, Jerfies, Penfylvania and Maryland fur-^ 
naces. 

Col. Dunbar, late furveyor general of the woods in 
America, anno 1731* reported to the board of trade 
and plantations, that in New-England were fix .furnaces, 
meaning hollow ware furnaces, and nineteen forges, 
meaning bloomeries, for at that time we had no pig 
furnaces, no pig refineries. 

In New-England, we have two flitting mills for nail 
rods, one in Milton eight miles from Bofton, and an^ 
other in Middleborough about thirty miles from Bofton, 
which are more than wc have occafion for. Our nailers 
can afford fpikes and large nails cheaper than from Eng- . 
land, but fmall nails not fo cheap. 

Religion., 
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Rbligion, or rather the various religions in the colony 
bf Rhode- Ilknd. Thie Rev. Mr. Cotton Mather in a 
Iblio hiftory of New-England, which he calls Magnalia, 
&c. writes^ that anno 1695, (book VlL chap. 3. p. 20.) 
^ Rhode-Ifland colony is a coUuvics of antinomians, 

familifls, anabaptifts, antifabbaterians, arminians, fo« 

ciniansj quakcrs, ranters^ and every thing but Ro» 
** man catholicks, and true chrxftians ; bona terra, mala 
f* gens," he fliould have added fome brownifts, inde- 
pendents, and congregationalifts, but not formed into 
ibcieties or congregations. 

In this colony are no townfhip or parifli rates for the 
fopport of ecclefiafticks of any denomination ; only the 
church of England miffionaries, minifters, and fchool- 
mafters have falaries from England by the fociety for 
propagating the gofpcl in foreign parts ; and the congrc* 
gationalift minifter in Wefterly, as a miffionary amongft 
the Narraganfet Indians, has an exhibition from an in- 
corporated fdciety in Scotland, called a fociety for pro^ 
pagating chriftian knowledge. 

In the addrefs of the feveral plantations, fincc united 
by charter into one colony called Rhode- Ifland, to the 
fupreme authority in England 1659, they call themfelvcs 
a poor colony, " an out-caft people, formerly from our 
*' mother nation in the bifliops days^ and fince from' 
** the new Engliih over zealous colonies." 

The plantations of Rhode-Ifland were originally fetdfed 
by people privately whimfical in affairs of religion, an- 
tinomians, rigid brownifls^ &c. their firft embodied fo- 
cieties of pubKck meeting were anabaptifts (the true cn- 
thufiafts were only tranfients or vagrants) and to thi? 

day feem to have the majority in the colony. In ge* 

neral they differ from the other two branches (prefbyte- 
rians and independents of the profefTions in England *to* 
fcrated by licence) folely in their admitting only of 
adults to baptifm, and that not by fprinkling, but dip- 
ping or immerfion j private perfons among themfelves 
differ in particular tenets, fuch as, it is unlawful to pray^ 

with 
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with or ior any praftical unbelievers That hiunaa 

learning is no way neceflary for a gofpel-preacher— - 
diflcrcnces as to grace and free-will, &c 

Some have no particular place of meeting or worfliip : 
We flull give a more particular account of the fedtaries 
amongft the anabaptifts in the digreflional article of 
Britilh plantation fedaries in religious worfhip. 

The quakers, perfecuted in Maflachufetts-Bay^ firfl: 
came to Rhode-Ifland 1 6g6j and feveral of the moft en-^ 
thufiaftick amongft the anabaptifts joined yrith themj 
the congregational way did not take place until 1698; 
Mr. Honyman the firft fettled church of England mif- 
fionary, fixed in Newport of Rhode-Ifland 1706, he 
was the fenior church of England miffionary, and died 
lately. 

The baptifts or anabaptifts of Providence, 1 654, di- 
vided into two fe<9:s concerning the eflential neceflity of 
laying on of hands (ordination) as a qualification in a 
perfon to adminifter baptifm : the laying on of hands at 
length generally obtained — There is a ftrift affociatioa 
of the ordination baptifts by itinerant yearly meetiiigs 
all over New-England once a year.« — 1665, a baptift. 
church or congregation was formed in the new planta- 
tion of Wefterly, and generally embraced the feventh day 
or faturday fabbath, and arc at prefent a large focicty^ 
called fabbaterian baptifts — 1671, from the fabbateriaa 
baptift church of Newport fome drew ofi^, and formed a 
firft day fabbath church. 

1720, in Newport was gathered a fociety in the con- 
gregational way; 1728, another church of congrega- 
tionalifts proceeded from them ; their firft confiderablc 
appearance, but without any place of publick worfhip, , 
was 1698. — There is a congregational fociety in Provi- 
dence, but do not thrive. — There is a congregational 
meeting in South-Kiogfton, which we have mentioned at 
length in the acccxint x)f the minifterial lands of Peta- 
quamfcut. — There is a congregational church in Wefter- 
ly, the njinifter has an annual exhibition from the,Scot& 
' . TOcict^ 
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fociety for propagating of chriftian knowledge amongft 
the Narraganfet Indians as his province ; the fund was 
partly the donation of the Rev. Dr. Williams of London. 
— There is a congregationalift fociety in Shoreham called 
Block-Ifland. — And fome in townfhips lately taken from 
the province of Maffachufctts-Bay, and annexed to the 
colony of Rhode-Ifland. 

The church of England fociety for propagating the 
gpfpel in foreign parts, in this colony have four miffiohary 
minifters at Newport, S. Kingfton, Providence, and Bri- 
ftoJ, and occafional worfhip at Warwick and Wefterly, 
two fchool mafters with falaries, and lately in Newport 
a catechift or fchool-mafter, a donation of their late col- 
leftor of the cufloms, Mr. Keys. 

Here is no prefbyterian congregation after the model 
of the church of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, and the 
French hugonots. 

Many quaker meetings all over the colony. 

Civil officers are chofen indifferently out of every re- 
ligious Ibciety ; fome years fince Mr. Cranfton was con- 
tinued governor many years as an impartial good man ; 
he did not alTociate with any fed, and did not attend any 
publick meeting ; as the charter grants an univerfal li- 
berty of confcience, he was a k^ep-at-home proteftant. 

A fmall congregation of jews, who worfhip at a pri- 
vate houfe, where a clerk or fubordihate teacher regularly ' 
officiates at all conftituted times. , 

A Digression concerning the various feftaries in re- 
ligion, in the Britifh fettlements of North- America. " 

With regard to religion, mankind may be difHn- 
guifhed into three general fefts, i. infidels, 2. fccpti'cks, 
3. the religious, properly fo called, confifling of many 
peculiar modes or fchemes of praftical devotion. 

The religious are divided into chriflans, &c. there wc 
Vr rite concerning chriftians only. 

The 
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The facred fcriptures, called our Bible, is the magna 
charta of all chriftian focieties ; this book or bible is a 
moft valuable colle&ioQ of moral precepts, fometimes 
delivered in plain literal fentences, but generally by way 
of myftery, fable, allegory, allufibn, and the like, as was 
the manner of the eaftern fagcs and writers of thofe 
times,' I am a catholick chriftian, no libertine, no 
enthuliaft, no bigot ; what I relate is purely hiftorical ; 
bilhop Tillotfon writes, ^^ thezealotsof all parties have 
" got a fcurvy trick of lying for the truth." 

It is the general opinion of politicians, that a proper 
deference to a well regulated clergy is requifite in a com- 
monwealth ', notwithftanding, and not inconfitleiit with 
this due deference, I may be allowed to make the fol- 
lowing remarks concerning the converfions or propaga- 
tion of chriftian knowledge among our American Indi- 
ans : 1 (hall premife the obfervations of fome good men 
who were knowing in this matter, before the miflionary 
focieties did take place. ♦ 

Mr. Elliot minifter of Roxbury near Bofton, with much 
labour learnt the Natick dialed of the Indian languages. 
He publiflied an Indian grammar, preached in Indian to 

* At our firft arrival among the American Indians, we foand no 
places and times of religious worlhip, only fome prieiUs called Pow- 
owen, a kind of knavim cnnning conjurers, like thofe in Lapland, 
wk) pretend to converfe with familiar fpirits. 

After fome years communication with the neighbouring Indians, 
dieie Indians of themfelves eftablifhed fome good and natural regula* 
doos; fuch as^-If any nun be idle a weelc^ or at mofl a fortnieht, 
keihall pay five ihillings.— Jf an unmarried man (hall lie with a 
yoang woman unmarried, he (hall pay twenty (hillings.— Every 
yoong man, not a fenrant, (hall be compelled to fct up a wigwam; 
(t hoafe or hutt) and plant for hiipfblf. — If any woman ihall not 
kive her hair tied up, bat hang loofe, or be cat as men's hair, (he 
ftall pay five (hillings. -7- Whoever (hall commit fornication, if a 
nan, (hall pay 20 s. and if a woman, i o s. — None to beat their wives, 
penalty 20 s. The powowers, who are thb Indian phyficians as well 
as prieds ; any perfon inclinable to the chriftian rehgion, when (ick, 
and weak minded, are ufed as we chriftians of different fedts of re- 
ligion ufe one another, that is, damn them if they do not affent to tha 
fiuth of the prieft. ^ 

Vol. II. I fcveral 
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feveral of their tribes, and tranflated 1664 our bibli 
and feveral books of devotion into the faid Indian Ian 
guage ; he relates feveral pertinent natural queries of th 
Indians relating to our religion. Whether Jesus Chris' 
the mediator or interpreter, could underftand prayers i 
the Indian language I How men could be the imag 
of God, fince images were forbidden in the fecond com 
mandment ? If the father be nought, and the child gooc 
why ihould God . in the fecond commandment be ol 
fended with the child ? with many other intricate que 
flions concerning our accounts of the creation and th 
flood, particularly, how the Englifh came to diflfer f 
much from the Indians in their knowledge of God an* 
Jesus Christ, fince they had all at firft but one father 
Mr. Elliot W4s fo much approved of, that in relation t 
the Indians, in the adts of the general aflembly, tb 
afts run thus, " By the advice of the faid magiftrates an* 
" of Mr. Elliot i" Mr. Elliot travelled into all parts c 
the Maflachufetts and Plymouth colonies, even fo far a 
Cape-Cod. 

Mr-. Mayhew, a noted Englifh evangelift, i" or itinc 
rant midionary among the Indians,, more efpecially wit) 
the Indians of Martha's- Vineyard, Nantucket, and Eliza 
beth iflands; he learnt the Indian language, that h 
might be in a capacity of inftrufting the natives in tb 
chriftian faith; his father. had a kind of patent fnio 
home, as proprietor and governor of thefe iflands. 

AH our Iniflionaries who have endeavoured the con 
Verfion of the Indians, have been guilty of a grand fun 
damental miftake, which if not amended, will for eve 
render their real converfion imprafticable. The clerjg^ 
miflionaries began by inculcating the mod * abftrui 

an( 



- f In his voyage to Ea^and i^^J, the vefllel foundered at fea. an 
he was loft. 

* * As it is generally Agreed amongft chriftians, that revelations, an 
myfteries or miracles; are ceafed.;. migion is become a rational affiu 
aad ought to be taught in phun intelligible words. The baf 
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iihd my Aerious articles df the chriftian religiort, Mr. May- 
hew in his journal, writes, ^^ That the lAdians declared 

"the 

of an religions and myfteries, is, the belief o^ the exigence of a fu« 
^reme incomprehenfible bbino, dire^or of the univerfe; this ^ye can 
inreftigate no other ways bat by reafon: the Trinity .ought to be 
iiitrodaced by (bme rational obvious analogies, fuch as : We offer our 
Braifes and prayers to the /upreme being, called God thb Father ; 
uvtted and encouraged thereto, from the confideration of the divine 
demency and benevolence, that is, by the mediation of God the 
$011 ; with the afliftance of the DcvtVB Spirit, God tub Holy 
Ghost ; all three being the attributes of, or perfonated by one and 
die fame God, and which we exprefs by three perfons in the god- 
head : when the heathens come to underftand thefe expreflions, th.ey 
may be impreifed upon them in our Cifual myftical terms ; but all ab- 
Irafe fanatical formulas and creedsy fuch as is the Athanafian creed, 
ought never to be offered to them. 

The catechifms whereby we initiate our children and the Indian 
heathen into the chriftian religion perhaps require caffigation. That 
of the church of England in its firft quemons leems very low andiilly, 
iulapted to a nurfe and her child, and teay give the Indians a mean 
opinion of our religion dolors. 
'Queftion. What is your name ? 
Anfwer. A. B. 

Opeftion, Who eave you this h'2i:me ? 
Anfwer. My godfathers and godmothers. 
^ Hiat of the Weflminfter ^embly of divines* immediately enters 
into the mofi abftrnfe ardctes of our religion. 
How many perfons are there in the godhead ? 
What are the ^edrees of God ? 
Who is the r^dtemer of God's tlcSt ? 
What is effe'ftual calling ? 

Good works ought inceffandy to be preached to the Indians. Free 
will and ^redefBnation ought not rafhly to be touched Upon,' accord- 
ing to Viiar notions of the prefdence and omnifdence of God, and of 
the fi%e agency of mapkind which renders them accountable for their 
s^ons, they are (6 much in contraft» that to reconcile them is one of 
the greateft myfteries of the chriftian or any other, religion. 

llieir inftru£iion ought to be brief, and not verbdfe,' notto meddle 
with the manifold fmaU diffierences and controverftes among our fec- 
taries, becaufe, as the conceptions, humours, «nd intereft of feveral 
people are various, a general comprehenfton U iihpradticable in na« 
tore. Only teach them thit, alt reilj^ons are ;p)bil which sire con- 
fiftent with fociety ; that is, all rtl^iorts are .good, that teach men 
to be good. Our attachment to petaliaf way^ of worflup, is not 

1 a -'"'^ - from 
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** the difficulties of the chriftian religion were fuch as the 
^^ Indians could not endure ; their fathers had made forac 
** trial of it, but found it too hard for them, and thercfon 
*' quitted it." The fundamental catholick articles of oui 
religion are fhort, fimple, and eafily underftood by du 
meaneft capacity, i. To adore one fupreme being, it 
his agency of creating and governing the univerfc 
2. To honour our natural parents, and all perfons in po- 
litical authority (parents of the country) over us. 3. Tc 
love our neighbours as ourfelves. 4. To be mercifiil. 
even to brute beads. Whatever is inconfiftent with an] 
of thefe, is irreligion. *' What doth the Lord require ol 
^' thee, but to do juftly, and to love mercy, and to waU 
** humbly with thy God.'* The few credenda, or articles ol 

from any light within us ; but is incalcated in oar tender fleziU< 
years, by our parents, nurfes, preceptors, priefts, and laws of iDiv 
country. Orthodoxy in religion is ambulatory ; upon a revolution 
the party that prevails is the orthodox. 

All bigots or uncharitable idle feflaries are difturbers of fociety 
(fuch are the Roman catholicks, the high-fliers of the church of Ei^ 
land, the covenanters or cameronians of the kirk of Scodand, &c. 
and their ringleaders fall under the infpedion of civil authority, anc 
may \vithout any imputation of perfecution upon account of relig}oii 
by way of a (alutary civil remedy, be fent to a mad-houfe or work- 
lioufe, to bring thenv to a right mind. 

Some proper degree of learning or literature, adminiftred to du 
Indians, is requiiite, not only to civilize them, bring them to bar but- 

giiage and manners, but to render them lefs fubjeS to credulity juk 
anticknefs in their devotions. The Roman catholick tenet of igno- 
rance being the mother of devotion, is meant only of a fuperftidoa 

devotion, not of a proper decent mode of worfhip. 1 do not joii 

avowedly with the free-thinkers, who from the maxim of frqfea fit 
per plara fay, that ihe intricate nu^od of our redemption from 9am 
nation and hellifli everlalting penances, by the omnipotent '.G^ 
jnieht in a peren^ory manner been done bv a fiat. "' 

Myfhries, are pfbperlv deviations from the ordinary laws of nk 
ture or providence: .myueries in mpft fchemes of rbligion arc nnne 
cefiary, and too mnch.tihultijplied : the (landing maxihi oiight to te 
nee Deos interfit, j^ d^nus. vindi^e nodHS. Human laws zhA fanfc 
tions cannot extend, to humberfels' human vices and wickedncfiTe^ 
4therefore divine rewards and ponlfiun^ots of a God who knows in f^ 
cretougbt to DC mcmcatoa« - - 

faitl 



Of -Rhode-Island* 117 

/kith in any fcheme of pradtical religion ; the lefs intricatc,^ 
more comprehenfive, and confequently not fubjcft to 
IpJit into feftaries : all enthufiaftical or juggling Ichemes 

of devotion are a nufance ; the Wh ^Id (an infignificant 

T>erfon, but a happy dramatick aftor of enthufiafm) new- 
lightSy pretend to know one another at firft light as 
rriuch ais if they were of the order of free-mafons. 

In former times, before hired miffionaries from incor- 
porate focieties took place, the voluntier provincial 
miffionaries, viz. Mr. Elliot, Mr. Mayhew, &c. of New- 
England, who believed what they taught, were of exem- 
plary good life, and (pared no fatigue, were of great 
Icrvicc in civilizing our intei*mixed Indians, though their 
faith was not ftrong enough to carry them out among 
the tribes of our adjacenp wildernefs Indians. We have 
icarce any account to give of the late miffionaries from 
the three feveral fociecies now fubfifting for propagating 
pf chriftian knowledge amongll the wild Indians, or 
men of ^the woods, as the French call them. The Albany 
church of England miffionary, fometimes vifits the ad- 
jacent tribe of Mohawk Indians of the Iroquois nation. 
The congregationalift miffionaries from the New-England 
fociety in London upon the New-England frontiers at 
Gorges, Richmond and Fort-Dummer, aft only as chaplains 
to thefe fmall garrifons of ten or a dozen men each. 
Mn * Brainerd, i late miffionary upon the frontiers of 

the 



^ The rev. Mr. Brainerd, a mil&onary from tlie Scofs fociety 

ID tbe Indians npon the rivers of Delaware and Sefquahanna, waa a 

tme and zealous piiffionary, giving allowances for his weak entha- 

fiaftick turn of mind. In his printed book, Philadelphia 17451 con* 

ceming the Indian converfions, ** at a diftance with 'my bible in my 

Wd, I was refolved if pofllble, to fpoil t}>eir fpirit of Powowing, and 

prey^ their receiving an anfwer from the infernal world.** in the 

year 1 74^ he rode about 4000 mile^ to and fro among the Indians, 

iQmetimes five or fix weeks together, without feeine a white man ; 

he had three houfes of refidence at diftances in the Indian countries. 

Is there any miffionary from any of the focieties. for propagating the 

gofpel in -foreign paits, that has reported the like ? 
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the Jerfies and Penfylvania upon the exhibition of the 
Scots fociety for propagating chriftian knowledge, feems 
to have been the only miniKer who faithfully performed 
the fervice of an Indian aiiifionary. 

In all royal charters, and proprietary grants of colonies 
in Britifh North- America, onfof the principal defi^ns is 
faid, to be the converiion of the Indians by good inftruc* 
tion and an exemplary good life : the miflionaries frftm 
the fociety dp not in the leaft attempt the converfion of 
the Indians, becaufc itreQuii?s travel, labour, and hafd<"' 
fhips : and the Britiftipeople in general, inftead of chriftian' 
virtues, teach tjiem European vices j for inftance, by In- 
troducing the ufe of intoxicating liquors, for private profit, 
they difpcnfe more ftrong liquor than gofpe^ to tne In- 
dians ; and thus have deftroy^d, and continue to deftrpy 
perhaps more Indians, than formerly the Spaniards did, 
by their inhumane and execrable cruelties, under the 
name of fonverfions ; the Spaniards deftroyed only tKeir 
bodies, we dcftroy body and mind. Mr. Mayhew in his; 
journals writes, that the Indians told him, that, ^^ they could 
not obferve the benefit of chriftianity, becaufe the Englifli 
chriftians cheated them of their lands, &c, and the ufe 
pf books made them more cqnning in cheating. '^ In hia 
Indian itineraries, he "defired pfNinicroft, fachem of the 
Narraganfet Indians, leave to preach to his people j 
Ninicroft bid him go and make the Englifti good firft, arid' 

Enthuiiafm in the Roman CatHolick mii&onaries is encouraged hy 
^heir church and. ftates ; it prompts them (fome as merit, fome^^ai 
penance) to endure all manner of hardships towards promoting, pot 
only their religion, but alfo their trade ana national intereii with the 
Indfians. Gt.eligious fupefftitions, by falling ii| wi;]li the weak ai^ ^h- 
thufiaftici^ i^atural propeniitles of mankind, are very powerfu); but in 
time ought to be redUned, as reafon gets the better of thefe human 
infirmities^ As (bong reafoning is not accommodated to the bulk of 
mankind, credulity or revelation is a more eafy poiTeiSon t>f the 
mind ; without revelation a man is quite at a lofs, from whence *he 
came, for what purpofe he exifls, and where he is to go when he 
ceafcs to live : there is a ftrong propenfity in human nature to religion; 
fome abandoned politicians make a wrong ufe of this, to promote 
fj^ir wicked defign$^ ambitions, and intercfts. 
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chid Mr. May hew f for hindering him from his bulinefs 
and labour ;** in another place Mr. Mayhew writes, << the 
Mohog Indians told him, that they did believe in God, 
and worfhip him, but as feveral nations had their diftinft 
ways of worfhip, they had theirs, which they thought a 
mod way." The Indians were entirely wanting in any fet 
form of religious devotional worfhip. 

Seeing the religion miflionaries oegled: the converfion 
of the Indians, and take no furtlMur . care than with re- 
lation to their falaries or livings, and of being flationed 
in the moft opulent towns, which have no more com- 
munication with the favage bidians, than the city || of 
London has; the refpe&ive governments upon the 
continent of America ought to contrive- fome method of 
civilizing the Indians, wluch w^ be attended with many 
confiderable advantages, i. Our own tranquility. 
2. 'Our Indian fkin and fur tradfe. 3. By rendering 
them ferviceable to us in our agriculture and navigation ; 
thus a too great importation of ibreigners may be avoided. 
In Penfylvania has been a vaft importation of Palatines, 
Saltfburghers, and other foreigners. By a late letter from 
a gentleman of Philadelphia, a m^n of veracity, pene- 
tration, and authority in the province of Penfylvania, I 
am informed ; (this I publilh with relation to thofe gen- 
tlemen, who feem inadvertently to infift upon the intro- 
ducing of floods of foreigners among us :) 

•J- This faying of Ninicroft's was very applicable to Mr. Wh — I J, 
a late vagrant dramatick enthuiiafl in North- America ; H — 1/ of the 
oratory, fo called in London, an eccleiialHcal mountebank; and fudi 
like impoflors, ought to be aainiad verted upon ; they, are a fcandal and 
reproach.to the chriftian religion. 

I As to. the converfion of Indians they make it a fine-cure, or only 
a name or free gjift, and may be enjoyed zxiy where to the fame ad- 
vintage. As an biftoriah upon the place of obfervation,- 1 could not 
avoid (without fufpicion of partiality) reprefenting thefe mifapplici- 
tions In a true and proper light, being a publick affair ; I do not 
meddle with the perfonal charader of any miilionary ; if the bifhop's 
commiilary has any authority^ it is bis office and care j I avoid being 
officious. 

I 4 <^ That 
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** That the Germans in all probability^ allowing fot- 
progrcfs of time, will be poflefled of the chief^ft and tno^ 
valuable of oUr lands ; by their induftry and penurious 
way of living, get rich where others ftarvc: the Irifh 
•were fettled this fide of Scfqu^anna river maiiy years be- 
fore the Dutch (meaning the high Dutch or Germans) 
came among us, and wherever they had a gpod plantation, 
•the Dutch bought it from thfm *, at prelent the Iri£h fa- 
milies are but here and there on this fide of faid river & 
they move to the wcftward of the rivpr 5 thp Putch follow 
them, and by oflfering high prices for their lands, the Irifh 
quit, and go further ; the Dutch by their fuperior induftrjr 
and frugality may put (he Btitil^ people from the pix)- 
vince.*' This province by importation of foreigners does 
at prefent, in tencible M^n, very near equal all the £ng- 
lifh or Britifh militia, in the !Engli(h or Britifii conti- 
nent of America ; in cafe of a French or Dutch war, thefe 
Dutch or Germ^ foreigners by herding or fettling toge- 
ther, retaining and propagating the language and diffe^ 
rences in religious worlhip ; upon a difcbntent or difaficc- 
tion (better we never had one foreign family ftttled among 
*us) may iJecome not only a ufelcfs, but a pernicious body. 

The miffionaries from the fociety in London for pro- 
pagating thegofpel, &c. call all diflcnters, the fcpara- 
tion : Mr. Hobart, f a late noted congregational writer, 
fays^ this fociety and their miffionaries are epifcopal fe- 
paratifts ; both fides are notbriQufly in. the error. William 
George, D- D. dean of Lincpb, in his late fermon before 
the fociety for propagating the gofpel, &c. fays, ?* Cir- 
f' cumftances in worlhip, in their nature variable, ar« 
•* left to be determined by the difcretion of thofe^ whole 
** bufinefs it is to fee that all things be done decently and 
r in order." 

There 

f Mr. Hobart (||srhaps from party-prejudice) a gentleman of 
learning and application, has fallen into a rcry grofs miftakc, viz! 
That the xhnrch of England it a feparation in.New- England. Before 

the 
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. There are in Great-Britain three incorporated pious 
ibcieties * for propagating chriftian knowledge. I (hall 
liete give fome account of then|i» with relation to the 

Briciih North* America fettlements. 

,- . • • • 

• 

L Anno 1659, the parliament of England encouraged 
the propagation of the gofpel among the Indians in New- 
England and parts adjacent ; and enabled a corporation, 
confifting of a prefident, treafurer^ and 14 afliftants, 
called. The prefident and fociety for propagating the gof- 
Del ki New-England and parts adjacent ; that the com- 
miflioners for the united colonies of New-England for 
jhe time being, ftiall baye power to difpofc of laid mo- 
nies of the corporation. By a colledtion in virtue of 
an aift of parliament, in all the pariflies of England, was 
coUef^ed a confiderable fum, which purchafed a confide- 
rablc land eftate. Upon the reftoration, their charter 
was deemed void, and col. Beddingfield, a Roman catho- 
lick military oiHcer, who had fold lands to this fociety, 

the union of the two kingdoms of Great-Britain 1 707, the ecclefiaf- 
tical confutation of the £ngli(h American plantations, was (Roman 
catbolicks excepted) a general toleration of all chriHian profeiTions 
without any preference. In the treaty for this union, it was natu- 
rally agreed by the commiiTioners, and afterwards confirmed in per- 
petuity, by afts of both parliaments ; viz. that the church of Eng- . 
land was to be deemed the eilablifhed church, with the ellabliihed 
toleration, in all the formerly Englilh colonies, by this expreffion, 
" and territories thereto (to England) belonging." I cannot acconnt 
for the reverend Mr. Hobart's lapfe into that fophillical fchool-boy 
eyaiion, that the territories thereto belonging, is me^nt of the Jerfey 
iflands only, but not of the plantations ; the aft of uniformity, 1558, 
i Etiz. is out of the queltion, becaufe at that time we had no plan* 
^9Jion*9 therefore I ihall not s^dduce it. In the ib-ift aft of uniformity 
.14 Carol. II ; there is no addition of territories thereto belonging, 
(the Jerfey iflands at that time belonged to England) all the; 
charter and proprietary grants had a claufe of a general liberty 
of confcicnce (Roman catholicks excepted) in their colonies, to encou- 
rage fettlers of all feftaries ; becaufe an exclufive uniformity occa- 
(ons much diflraftion and confufion among the good chriflians of fe- 
veral denominations, and might have been an obili uftion to the 
fettlements. ♦ ' 

♦ See vol. I, p. til. 
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was advifed to feize them as being an illegal purcbafc, 
and under value. The members of the fociety foUicitcd 
K. Charles II. for a new charter, which they obtained, 
dated February 7, 14 Carol. II j ordaining that for ever 
hereafter within the kingdom of England, there (ball be 
a fociety or company, for propagation of the gofpel in New- 
England and the parts adjacent in Afnerica : the firft no- 
minated members were of the higheft rank and ftations 
at court i their fucceflbrs to be chofen by the fociety, 
but never to exceed the number of 45. In chancery 
they recovered Mr. Beddingfield*s land. Robert Boyle, 
Efq; was appointed the nrft governor ; upon his de- 
ceafe, Robert Thompfon was elefted -, and upon his death 
Sir William Afhurft of London, alderman. The prefent 
;overnor is Sir Samuel Clark, baronet, who fucceeds his 
father Sir Robert Clark, baronet. The whole revenue 
of the corporation is 500 1. to 600 1. (lerl. per ann. at 
prefent they exhibit fmall but well placed falaries to fc- 
veral miiiionaries Englifh and Indians; and appoint 
commiflioners in New-England to manage this charity. 
There was a benefaftion of the good and honourable 
Robert Boyle, Efq ; of 90 1. fterl. per ann. to this cor- 
poration ; another of Dr. Daniel Williams, a diflenting 
minifter of London ; he left to the corporation the re^ 
verfion of a real eftate upwards of 1 00 1. fterl. per ann* 
which fell to them 1746; the claufe of his will concern-' 
ing it is : 

" I give to Mr. Jofeph Thompfon and the reft pf the 
" fociety for New-England, my eftate in Eflex, called, 
Tolfhent, Becknam Mannor, or by any other name, which 
I bought of Mrs. Hannah Fox, alias Bradley, with alltl^ 
^' profits and advantages, belonging to me after the dc^ 
*' of the faid Fox, now Bradley, as long as the fmd fopiciy 
or corporation fhall continue ; upon condition, that 
60 1. per ann. fhall be allowed between two well quai 
^' lified perfons, as to piety and prudence, to be nominated 
^' fuccelTiveiy by my truftccs, to preach as itinerants in 

" the 






cc 
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* the Englifh plantations in the Weft-Indies, and for the 
** good of what pagans and blacks lie ncglcdted there. 
** And the remainder to be paid yearly to the college of 
*' Cambridge in New-England, or fuch as are ufualljr 
" employed to manage the bleffed work of converting the 
" poor Indians there ; to ptDmote which, I dcfign this 
" part of my gift. But if my truftees be hindered from 
" nominating the faid itinerants, under pretence oi any 
"ftatute in New-England, or elfewhere, I give the faid 
" 60 1. per ann. to the faid college in New-England, to en* 
^ courage and make them capable to get conftantiy fome 
" learned profeflbr out of Europe to relide there, and Ihall 
" be of their own nomination, in concurrence witli the mi^ 
** nifter of the town of Bofton, in the faid New-England. 
*' And if the aforefaid fociety or corporation (hall 
" happen to be diflblved, or be deprived of their prefent 
** privilege ; my will is, and I hereby give the faid man- 
^ nor, with all the profits and advantages, to the faid 
" town of Bollon, with the minifters thereof, to benefit 
" the faid college, as above, and to promote the convert-- 
" fion of the poor Indians." 

n. The ftate of the fociety in Scotland for propagating 
chriftian knowledge. This fociety began 1 700 ; by^ 
queen Anne*s letters patent 1 709 they were incorporated : 
by donations at prefent, 1750, they are enabled to main- 
tain 136 fchools, in which are educated above 7000 
children of both fexes ; and from its firll eredion to this 
tiire, it has been the means of inftrufting about 50,000 
children of both fexes. This fociety by a new patent, 
1738, are allowed to inftruft their children in hufbandry 
and handicrafts. — By their firft patent they were allowed 
to extend their care to places abroad, particularly to thq 
Indians on the borders of New- York, New- Jerlies^ and 
Pcnfylvania ;, the New-England fociety were fuppofed 
to have the miflionary charge of New- England. They 
have contributed to a college lately cre<^bd in the Ne^yr 
J|erfies. 

111. ^\3^TV^ 
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IIL June x6, 1 70 1, king William incorpora 
fociety with perpetual fuccemon^ by the name c 
ibciety for propagating the gofpel in foreign parts, 
accountable annually to the lord high chancellor, 
chief juftice of the king's bencbj^ and lord chief jufl 
the common pleas* Every year fome nevt membe 
admitted, to aflift the fociety with their good co 
and fubfcriptions s the prefent members are about ', 

The miflk)ns with the reipedtive falaries at this tim< 



Newfoundland. L 

Trinity-Bay 50 

St. John's 50 

School-mafter 10 

Massachusetts-Bay. 

Bofton 70 

Newbury 60 

Marblehead 60 

Salem 40 

Braintree 60 

Scituate 40 

Hopkinton 60 

New-Hampshire. 
Portfmofuth and Kittery 75 

Rhode-Island. 
Newport, and Catechift 80 
Narraganfet& War wick 100 
^Providence , 60 

School-mafter 10 

Briftol 60 



Connecticut. 
Stratford 
Catechill 



70 
10 



School-matter 

Fairfield 

New-London 

Groton fchool 

Newtown 

Sim(bury 

Norwalk 

Darby 

New-England Itinera 

New-York. 
New-Cliefter 
School-matter 
New-YorkfchooI-mal 
Jamaica 
Hampftead 
Catechift 
School-matter 
New-Rochei 
Rye 

School-matter 
Oytter-Bay fchoolmafl 
Brook- haven 
Staten-Ifland 
School-matter 
New-Wind for 
Albany and Mohawk 

] 
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New Jersey, 
Elizabeth town 
Catechift 
Amboy 
Burlington 
Monmouth county 
Salem 

Shitwlbury fchool 
Newark 

Pensylvania. 

New-caftle 
Lewis 

Apaquiminick 
Chefter 

School- mafter 
Oxford 
Periquihame 
Kent county 
Itinerant of Penfylvania 
and Jerfey 



1. 

50 
10 

60 

60 

60 

«o 

10 

50 



70 
60 
60 
60 
10 
60 
60 
60 

50 



North-Carolina. L 

Itinerant north diftridt 50 

fouth di(lri£t 50 



South-Carolina^ 
St. Thomas 
St. Andrew's 
St. George's 
St. Paul's 
St. Hellenes 
St. John's 
St. James 
St. Bartholomew 
Prince Frederick 
Chrift*s church 

Georgia«^ 
Savannah 

Bahamas. 

Providence 



3^ 
3<^ 

3^ 
30 

30 



5* 



60 



Salaries to miflionaries, Catechifts, fchool- mafters^ 
and officers of the fociety, are an annual expence of 
about 3540 1. fieri, part of the fund for this, is yearly^ 
by benefa£tions, legacies, and entrances (at five guineas 
6ch) of new members 1600 1. 

Yearly payments of fubfcribers 600 

Rents of lands, and dividends in the flocks 317 
Ten pounds flerling in books are allowed to eacn mif- 
fionary as a library ; and five pounds in devotional books 
and trails to be diflributec^ fuch as bibks, common- 
prayers, whole duty of man, &c. 

ITiis fociety have the diredlion of two other fe- 
parate charitable funds, i. The negroe fund, which 
at prefent may amount to ^000 1. fieri, principal in old 
S. S. annuities j their yearly donations are very incon- 
'- . fiderablc. 
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fiderable. There are two miflionaries as catcchifts o 
negroes, one at New- York 50 1. fieri, per ann. anothe: 
at Philadelphia at 50 1. fieri, per ann. 2. The Bar- 
badoes eftate, which is appropriated to particular ufo 
mentioned in general Codringtoh's will ; fuch as, a cate- 
chift to the negroes in the fociety's plantations in Barba« 
does, 70 1. fieri. Sundries for a college in Barbadoes, call- 
ed Codrington's college, a fchool-mafler, an ufher, a pro* 
feflTor of philofophy and mathematicks, &c. 

Towards the new fettlement of Nova-Scotia, tlic 
fociety refolve to fend over fix miflionaries and fix fchool- 
maflers, to prevent the new fettlers being perverted to 
j)dpery, by the prefent French popifh fettlers. Our new 
fettlers have not the leafl communication with the French 
fettlers ; and pprhaps in the town of Halifax and gar- 
rifon, there are no profefled .papifls to be found ; a 
parochial minifler, with the chaplains belonging to the 
troops, and the congregational minifler from New- 
England for the ufc of the New-England emigrants^ 
may be fufficient. 

The fociety for propagating the gofpcl in foreign parts 
is a very good, pious, and mofl laudable defign ; but 
the execution thereof in Britifh North- America is much 
faulted, f 

X. Anf 

f Itis a profane faying of fome ; '' he who meddles with the clergVf 
puts his hand into a neft of wafips or hornets:'* but at this fociety jA 
their yearly ab(lra£ts, requeft that people in America, who upon the 
fpot haver opporttanities of obferving what relates to the execution of 
tiiis pious chriilian exhibition, may reprefent : as it falls in the cooHe 
of this American hiilory^ without being reckoned officious or Drefom- 
ing, I may be allowed to make th^fe remarks. -^ In fliort, tne dvj'^ 
liang andchriftianiaingof the heatheni, which with us are the Abori* 
ginal American Indians, and the imported negroc flaves, feems iiac»> 
jally to be.tne principal care of miifionaries ; the quakers obferve, thit 
good falaries called livings, in a fOrt of fine-cure, is the principal 
concern of the miflionaries ; itinerancies and converfions of thi 
heathen is too Uborious» ^nd does i^Qt anfwer their intention* 

Dr. 
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I. Any indifFercnt man could not avoid imagimng, 
that' by propagating the gofpel in foreign parts, was 
meant, the converfion. of natives of fuch parts as the 
royal charters and proprietary grants of our plantations, 
enjoin the civilizing and converfion of the Indians by 
do&rine and example. It is aftonifhing to hear fome of 
tbcfe miffionaries and their friends, indifcreetly affirm, 
that this was no part of the defign, becaufe not exprefled 
in ftrong terms in their charter. King William, the 
granter of the charter, cannot be imagined to have 
meant, that the expulfion or elbowing out fober orthodox 
diffenters was the principal intention thereof, though at 
prcfcnt, their chief praftice ; there is not one miflionary 
(the Albany ^and Mohawk miflionary excepted) that takes 
the Icaft notice of the Indians ; the fociety, fenfible of this 
ncgleft, in their lateft mifliion, that of Mr. Price for Hop- 
kinton about 30 miles inland from Bofton, he is particu* 
larly inftrufted, to endeavour the propagation of the 
chriftian religion among the neighbouring Hidians. 

The praftice of the prcfenc mifllonaries, is to obtain a 
million to our moft civilized and richeft towns where arc 
no Indians, no want of an orthodox chriflian miniflry, 

Dr. Lifle, biihop of St. Afaph, in his fermon February 19, 1747.8, 
before the fociety, fpeaking of Romiih Portugal mifllonaries in Afia, 
from a fociety called de propaganda fide, fays, *' They fettle them- 
" felves in nations which are chriilians already, and under pretence 
" of converting the infidels, which are amone them ; their chief 
'' buiinefs feems to be, the perverting of chriftiahs themfelves from 
** their ancient faith, and to draw them over." N. B. No prcfbytcrian 
Or congre«tionaliftxonld have wrote in ftronger terms, with regard 
to our prefent miflionaries. — As to the converfion of the Indians nQf 
being their care ; we find it not fo underflood in the excellent fcr- 
mons preached before the fociety from time to time ; in many of their 
anniveffary fermons, the preacher fays, that the dired aim of the 
fociety, is the propagation of chriftianity abroad, among the barba* 
nms nations of America.— in fuch parts of the world, as have not 
yet been enlightened by the gofpel, or are in danger of having this 
light ezdnguimed. 

In the charter from the parliament of England 1 6C9, the firft pre- 
fident of the corporation was judge Steel, and the fir{> treafurer was 
Mr. Henry aihurilf whiciv fhoald have been mentioned before. 

and 
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and no Roman catholicks, the three principal intentions 
of their miflion : they feem abfurdly to value themfelvca 
upon the diverfion (I do not fay perverfion) of the prefby- 
terians and congregationalifts. All men have a laudable 
veneration for the religion of their anceftors, and the 
prejudices of education are hardly to be overcome j 
why then fhould ^ perfon who peaceably follows the 
orthodox. allowed or tolerated way of his forefathers, 
be over-perfuaded to relinquifh it, confidering that by an 
interceding wavering, the man may be overfet and fink 
into infidelity ? They feem to value themfclves more upon' 
ihisy than upon the converfion of a heathen to our civil 
national intereft, and to chriftianity, or the reformation 
of a Roman catholick, as is much wanted in Maryland ( 
or preferving the Britifh extradl from running into in* 
fidelity, as in North-Carolina. 

2, It\ their charter it is faid, that in feveral of the 
colonies and fadtories beyond the feas, the provifion is 
very mean in fome, and in many others none at all for 
the maintenance of orthodox minifters j therefore the fo-^ 
ciety is eftablifhed for the rnanagement of fuch charities 
as fhall be received for this ufc. So it is, their miffi- 
onaries are not ftationed in fuch poor out towns, but in 
the moft opulent, beft civilized and chriftian towns of the 
provinces ; that is, in all the metropolis towns of the 
colonies, and. other rich and flourifliing towns, well 
able to fupport, and in faft do fupport orthodox mi- 
nifters. 

In all our colonies (Rhode Ifland excepted) there is a 
parochial provifion for an orthodox gofpel miniftry: 
Dr. Bray, a very zealous promoter of this fociety, writes^ 
that in the colonies of Mafiachufetts and Conne^cut, 
there was no need at all of miflionaries. 

In the latter years of queen Anne*s sidminiftratioti, 
perhaps, the defign of this charity was perverted from 
the original defign of converting the heathens, preferving 
of religion among our out plantations, not able to main^ 
tain a gofpel miniftry, and preventing a popifh influence: 

I • it 
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it was converted to a defign of withdrawing the tolerated 

[ fober religious diffenters to a conformity with the (then) 

\ high church; * a manududtion to popery, and the in- 

' trodudlion of a popifh pretender to the crown : but as 

by the happy fucceflion of the prefent proteftant family, 

all hopes of this kind are vanifhed ; it is in vain and 

will anlwer no end, for any party of men to foment 

divifaons among good chriftians. 1 have a very great 

tegard for all good miniflers of the chriflian gofpel, and 

bave no private or particular refentment againit any 

Qiiffionary ^ but as an impartial hiflorian, I could not 

avoid relating matters of fadt for the information of per- 

fons concerned, who by reafon of diftancc and other 

bufinefs, cannot be otherways informed. 

In the charter, the propagation of the church of En- 
gland is not mentioned j the exprcflions are general.-j- 
*' An orthodox clergy,— Propagation of the chriftian 
** religion or gofpd in foreign parts.'* Therefore the 
miflionaries ought to be men of moderation^ that is, of 
general charity and benevolence, confidering alio that 
many diflenters have contributed to this charity, and arc 
worthy members of the fociety. Fiery zealots || are a 
detriment to the defign of the fociety. 

• Whigs and lories or high^thurch originally were only diverfitiea 
tf fcntiiAcnts toncefhitog the hierarchy or government of the church : 
^erwards by defigtiing mien, they were med to inilaence political af- 
&irs ; the pbpilli and facobitly inclined ranged themfclves with the 
fories orhigh-*charchi the true proteftant fofoer moderate revolutioners^ 
jftalous of a French infloenCe, were called whigs 

t Becaufe at that time all orthodox proteftant ways of worihipp 
^ere equally tolerated. In their abftrad pnbliihed l<eb. ijj^g-^d, 
t- 43, concerning Cohnedticut, (it is the fame in all the charter and 
proprietary grants of colonies) it is faid, ** That by charter there is 
* general toleration of chriftians of all denominations^ except papifts, 
: Without an eftabliment of any one fort.** 

I Zealots of all denominations^ as it is obferved, if among the 
(OmmoA people, are of the meaneft knowledge, that h, they are the 
Weakeft of men, and the weaker fex or women in general ; if among 
politicians, they are of the deepeft wicked defigns. I cannot avoid 
uiilancing the adminSbation in the laft years of qaee|iiAnne's x<ign» 
* Vor: II. K th^ 
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By grofs impofitions upon the worthy and laudab! 
fociety, their charity and chriftian benevolence is egrc 
gioufly perverted. I fhall mention a few inftances. i 
In the large and not well civilized province of Nortb- 
Carolina, that country being poor and unhealthful, mif- 
fionaries were not fond of being fent thither, though for 
many years they had no golpel minifter of any dcno- 
mination amongft them, and did degenerate apace to* 
wards heathenifm |I -, when at the fame time the wdl 
civilized and chriftianized colonies of New-England wcie 
crouded with miiTionaries. Lately two miffionaries (no 

they pafTed an a£t for building fifty additional churches in London* 
In all countries where liberty of confcience is amicably tolerated (that 
is without an idle carfmg and damning, from their pulpits, all tole« 
tated diifenters,) the eftabliihed church will filently and gradualhr 
fwallow up all fedariesy the young people or rifmg generation wui 
chafe to be in the fafhionable or ellablimed way ; their elders, am- 
bitious of polls and honours, will conform ; this is a natural converfidn 
to the church eftablifhed. Many mlHionaries fettled amonefobcr 
orthodox dilTenters, by their immoderate indifcreet zeal for their own 
way, inftead of fmoothing by brotherly love, by a diabolical ran- 
cour eftranee them from the eflablifhed church : I gave one inftance 
of this, vol. I. p. 228, concerning a miflionary advancing the in* 
validity of all baptifms adminiilred byperfons not epifcopally ordained. 
I ihall here adduce another inftance, from a miffionary fome years 
£nce, occafionally preaching in the king's chapel of Bofton, faid, that 
he would rather chufe to etr with the church as it was 200 years ago 
(times of high popery) than &c ; in a fubfequent fermon by the in- 
genious and worthy Mr. Harris, king's chaplain, he was chaftiz'd. 

II Not many years iince, fome loofe clergymen of the neighbouring 
province of Virginia, at times, in a frolick, made a tour in North- 
Carolina, and diriftened people of all ages at per head, and 

made a profitable trip of it, as they expre/Ted. 

' Mr. Hall, lately appointed miflionary for the north diilri£l, writes, 
that anno 1749, he baptized 1282 pcrfocs. Mr. Moir of the fontl^ 
diftridt, cannot give an exadt account of all the perfons he hath bap-'- 
tized in his journies, for want of a perfon to count them (fee abftrad; 
for 1749, p. 48,) who have, bethinks, fometimes amounted to more 
than I GO perfons in one day. 1 hefe two mi£ionaries were with fome 
difficulty obtained by the follicitation of the prefent governor of 
North-Carolina ; he wrote, ** That they had no minifters or teachefi' 
of any denomination, and without fome due care be taken^ the veiy 
footfteps of religion will in »ihort time be wore out there.** 
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moft) have been fent to North-Carolina ; one to itinerate 
fouth fide of Neufe river, the other north fide of that 
river. 2. One claufe in their charter is, " for the in- 
** ftruftion of thofc who arc in danger of being perverted 
" by Roman priefl:s and jefuits to their fuperfliition ;** 
this is in no relpeft the cafe in the colonies of New- 
England, the mofl: crouded with thefe miflionaries. 
Maryland is our only continent colony, afiedted with 
jx^ry, and where the parochial minifters feem not to 
attend their converfion or reformation ; thus the pa^ • 
pifts and difioyal are indulged or overlooked, and on^ 
would imagine that the principal defign has been to per- 
vert the proteftant loyal diflenters, confidering that the 
ifiiilionaries with the largefi: falaries are generally ftatipned 
in the very loyal, the befl: civilized and mofl: opulent 
towns of the colonies, who are well able and in fad do 
fufficiently fupport a proteftant orthodox gofpel minittry. 
I ftiall only inftance the town of Bofton, the place of my 
rcfidcnce, the metropolis of all the Britifti American co- 
lonics ; in Bofton are many congregations of fobcr good 
orthodox chriftians of fcveral denominations, particularly 
two congregations of the church of England; their 
reftors very good men and well endowed by their re- 
fpcftive congregations, befides a king's chaplain, fo 
called, with a falary of lool. fterl. per ann. from 
Great-Britain ; a fuperb coftly church equal to many * 

cathedrals^ 

* Extradt from the Bofton InJependent Advertifer, No. 89. 
Laft Friday being the I ith dzyof Augaft 1749, ^^ ^- ^* corner 
ftone of the king's chapel in this town, now re-building, was con- 
Tecnted and laid with great eccleiiaftical pomp and iblemnicyy and 

^ about 1 1 the procei&on began from the province houfe. Firft^ 

his ex — 1 — cy our go- — or witi the rev. Mr. C— r at his right 
^, and the rev. Mr. Br — k— ell at his left hand preceded, then 
^ church wardens, and veflry, followed by about twenty-five 
cooplc of the principal friends of the church ; when the proceffion 
csQc to the church-yard, iiis ex — 1 — cy, fupported by two chaplains^ 
^cicended the trench where the ftone which ij^as dedicated to GOD 
^u Itying at the north-eaft corner.—— On this ftone the go or 
JU^ocked three or &iir times with a mafon*s trowel, ( joft the number 
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cathedrals, is now a building by the church of Eilgland 
men : yet, notwithllanding, tjiis moft excellent and lau^ 
dable charity is mifapplied * by flationing in Bollon a fu* 
perfluous miffionary at the charge ot 70I. fieri, per 
ahn. beiides the allowance from his congregation. 
The bilhop of St. David's in his fermon before the 

oCraps archbi(hop Laud gave to the door of St. Catharine's creed 
church at his memorable confecration of it) fome devout expreffioiu 
were then dropt by the chaplain. The go— —or then afcended tke 
ladcler with the two clergymen ; and this part of the ceremony being 
ended, his ex — 1 — cy and the refl of the company in the fame manner 
they walked from the province-houfe, entered the king's chapel, 
where was a fermon very properly adapted to fuch an occafion, deli- 
vered by the rev. Mr^ C — r from the 2d chapter of Nehemiah and 
thie 20th verfe, thofe words of the verfc, ** The God of heaven, he 
will profper us, therefore we his fervants, will arife and build** — ^The 
woras that follow the text are — " But yon have no portion, nor right, 
nor memorial in Jerufalem.** A hymn of praife concluded the folem- 
njty— The Latin infcription upon the corner ftone is as follows. 

Quod felix fauftumq; fit 
Eccleiis et reipublicse 
Hunc lapidem D£0 facrum^ 
Regis capellse 
Apnd Boftonium Maffachufettenfium 
Beftauratae atque audlse fundamentum 
'- Pofuit, Gulielmus Shirley, 

Provinciae pnefedlus, 
Augttft 1 1 mo anno falutis 1749^ 

^bme Zoilus in contraA, has adduced a couplet from our Englilh 
poet Mr. Pope. 

Who builds^a church to God, and not to fame, 
Will never mark the marble with his name. 

*• Well may the fociety complain of their funds being infufficient. 
I db not fay, that fuch mifapplications may in part be the occafion, that ' 
lait year, the benefadUons and legacies amounted to no more than 
7311. fterl. whereas formerly diey amounted from 200c to 3000 1. 
ft&l. perann. even in years when they had no royal briefs ; if the '^ 
ni&iber of miflipnaries are lefTened, fee abftraft of 1 749, and properly ^^ 
ilaOtioned, there Will be no reafon for complaint ; I heartily wifli this -^ 
goo'd" fociety may go on and profper, and not be impofed upon by 
thtir miflionaries ; it is not at prefent rich enough to bellow fine ==^ 
cures. . - • 

fociety- 
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1^1 fociety in Feb. 1 749-50, in a few words expreffes the 
^ ftl original defign of the focietjr, " An opportunity is pre-- 
.Pd fented both among the phin and finiple Indians, and 
'^/' among the unhappy negro flaves — an utter extinftion 

(meaning in North-Carolina) of chriftianity was no ab- 

fixrd or groundlefs apprehenfion."-f 

Conne£ticut» 

f Confidering the flow advances which the proteftant religion» and 

9, ipirit of induflry had made among the common people of Ireland* 

^nd parochial miniilers or clergy not anfwering , by charter Feb. 6, 

Jt 73 1 , a foriety was incorporated for erefting proteftant working fchoolt 

in Jeveral parts of Ireland, the poplifli children to be kept apart from 

^eir popiih parents, and fubfifted in vidtuals and doathing : not to be 

admitted under 6 act. or above 10 ^t From 1731 to 1748 have bec|i 

a.dinitted 885 children,' whereof 509 have been apprenticed. In piu^« 

l\iance of this charity, i y^g, the fchools already opened were 30, ia 

Isuilding 1 1 ; more proje^ed 3. The annual expence of maintaining 

xiear 900 children their prefent compliment, incliidipg falaries to 

MmsL&erSf miftrefTes, and other incident charges, is only 4435 1. fterl. 

'^wkich efFedually refcues ^o many of the riitng generation from beggary, 

^nd popery, our civil as w^U as religious locufl or caterpillar, conie- 

^uently is an acceifion to the proteflant interefl, and of wealth to thfc 

xiation bv their being fkilled, and habituated to labour. The annual 

iDenefa^lions cowards the reading and working fchools of the two in- 

c^orporated focieties of Scotland and Ireland grow very fall; ^he prefent 

xnembers of the Iri(h fociety are about 900. The laft abfbadt (for 1 745) 

<3f the fociety for propagating the goipel in foreign parts, hints, that 

^hey mufl be obliged to withdraw fome of their mimonaries, if their 

^zharity does not take a better turn ; the reafon is natural, the good 

^ffe6ls of the charity foi* working fchools is confpicious, that for 

ntflipnaries is not fo ; tl^is will more and more diipofe people qf a 

^crharitable fpiric, to vent their charities rather upon fchools than upon 

snifiions. This for^ of a fociety de propaganda fide, has at prefent 

vipwards of 70 i^iffions (including catechifls and fchool-maders) ih 

iNorth- America, ^|id is of about 50 years growth ^ if it produce any 

£ruit it will be pf the tardif kind, and perhaps not profitable ^ their 

accounts fent to the fociety gei^erally mention only the numbers by 

^hem baptized and admitted to the lord's fupper 1 which if adminiflered 

l:>y any orthodox minifter is equally valid in the opinion of the fober 

and moderate of the church of England ; they do not enumerate the 

Indians by them converted, the Roman catholicks brought over to the 

protedant religion, methodifts or enthuiiafts reduced to a fober mind, 

and the like, as if thefe >yere not in the defi^a of their miiiion ; their 

chief cure or care feenis to be a good eafy living, and tl^e occafioning 

pf divifion^ ^nd flrjfe among tolerated dUTentfrS {t v^c the expreffion 

K 3 \olw^.\fc4 
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Conncfticut, a fmall colony, the moft prudent and 
induftrious of all our colonies, in which arc no waArc 
lands remaining, fupplied with orthodox minifters well 
qualified ahd well paid ; from mifreprefentations of 
neighbouring miflionaries, arc crouded with the greateil 
numbers of miflionaries in proportion to their extent: ; 
Und in the fociety's laft abftradt are accufed of a persk- 
cuTiNG SPIRIT, becaufe three or four mean perfons 
ivere profecuted according to law, for not paying their 
townfhip rates, in which might have been included 
their proportion towards tlie fupporting of a gofpcl irii- 
niftry as endowed by a legal town-meeting. So far is 
New-England" at prefent from a perfecuting fpiirit, 
that in the provinces of Maffachufetts and Connefticut, 
.upon a reprefentation home of this nature, there w^rc 
afts of aflembly made, " That all fuch profeffed mcrn- 
^' bcrs of the church of England, fhall be entirely excufed 
•* from paying any taxes towards the fettlements of any 

* tolerated diifenters) becaufe by a£t of Union the churich of Englzind 
. is beyond difpute the eftabliftied way ; in the publifhed opinion of rhis 
vfociety, there is no exclusive preference (as ih mercantile afF2«.ir8, 
' there are exdafive and not exclufive charters) and the withdrawin g of 
wild youth, from the orthodox tolerated way of their fore-fathers , to 
a more fafliionable and lefs rigorous way, occafions divifions and diT- 
. affe£iions in families. Upon the deceafe of a congregationaliil in- 
cumbent, in. a new choice, fome in their nature and humours do not 
iconcur, and in refentment, perhaps by the advice of a miffionary, go 
over to the church of England. 

'. I fhali here by way of amufement, intimate, that if this (ocuty 
jHrere to relinqui(h their prefent charter, and be favoured with a new 
^charter, for propagating of chriflian knowledge, working fchoohf 
and other articles of induftry : to each fchoof there mzy be a n^if- 
£on2LTy catechiit, in church of England orders, of mc'dv^ration, »^'^ 
qualified in their workine as well as devotional bufinefs; one or tw^^ 
acres for thefiteofthe Khool, lodgings, and other convenienci^* ^ 
Jind fome adjacent fmall farm hired 'at an eafy nnd long ieafe, for tHe 
• improvement of the boys in hufbandry, and for the profit of tV^c 
fchool : the children to be inflruded in the principles of the ch"^ ^ 
fiian reformed religion, reading, writing, arithmetick, hufband^''^' 
and manufadures or handicrafts. In 'Ireland, in fome fchools t ^* 
reader has the profit of the land or farm cultivated by the boys, ^^ 
lieu of his falary, ^d 40s. per ann. for the fupport of each child. 
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* miniftcr or building any mecting-houfc," that the 
axes of perfbns attending the church of England, be 
>aid to their church of England minifter. By a6ts 1728 
Hid 1729, ^anabaptifts and quakers are exempted from 
>aying to the parifh or townfliip miniftry. I never 
icard of any perfecuting fpirit in Connefticut, in this 
hey arc egregioufly aipcrfed 5 it is true, that a few years 
ince they made fome adts againil fome frantick preachers 
ind exhorters, called methodifts, intruding (without 
on&nt) into the pulpits of eftablilhed minifters. In 
k>fton of Maflachufetts, May 25, 1743, at an annual 
roluntary friendly convention of the congregational mi* 
lifters of the province, they entered and afterwards print- 
id their teftimony againft the methodifts, i . For their 
TTors in dodrine, antinbmial a^d familiftical. 2. Fol- 
owing impulfes of a diftempered imagination, rather 
Jian the written word of our bible. 3 . Allowing perfons 
>f no learning or difcretion to pray and teach in publick. 
4.. Intruding into the pulpits of fettled minifters, endea- 
vouring to withdraw the afFeftions of people from their 
good and ordeiily minifters. 5. Ordaining minifl:ers at 
large without any parochial charge. 6. Endeavouring ^ 
to excite in their weak hearers, ungoverned paflions, 
extacies, and unfeemly behaviour, ading like Bacchantes. 
7. By calling poor people (whofc time is their only 
eftate) unfeafonably from their bufinefs and labour, to a 
habit of idlenefs and vagrancy, I cannot fay, that the 
miffionaries were very ftrenuous againft thefe irregu- 
larities, with much impropriety called Methodism, b^ 
caufe they might find ibme intereft in feparations amon^ , 
the diflenting orthodox people, divide et impera : I find 
in feveral accounts of fome miflionaries fent home from 
time to time to the fociety, (perhaps that they mav have 
fcme pretext of doing bufinefs) complaints of inndelity 
and methodifm prevailing in their diftrids, at the fame 
time here upon the Ipot, we are not much fcnfible of 
their reclaiming the one, or their oppofing the other by 
wvord or writing. . ' 

K 4 I muft 



1^6 A Summary, Historical and Political, 

I muft again obfcrvc, that there was not any pi 
for fending miflionarics into the province of Mafli 
fctts-Bay of New-England : they had a well regt 
and well provided for orthodox clergy, as,appears b 
laws or afts of aOembly anno 169a, the firft year c 
prefent new charter. The quarter feffions are to 
care, that no town be deftitute of a miniftcr, that 
be a fuitable proviiion for a minifter, and that any 
fon to be ordained, fhall be recommended by thrc 
more ordained minifters. The miflionaries front 
fociety de propaganda fide of Rome, are inftrud- 
endeavour to convert the infidel and heretical par 
the world ; our miffionaries cannot with any prop 
or face, efteem the orthodox tolerated clergy of I 
England, as hereticks ; becaufe in the publifliedop 
of the fociety, in our plantations all orthodox c 
are upon the fame footing, that is, no preference 
the fcxercife or pradlical part of their devotions 
the fociety's abftraft in February 1749-50. Toj 
people from one mode of chriftianity to another 
produce free-thinking and libertinifm, where there 
'^o cffential differences in dodrine, but only in the 
riabk veftiments and modes of worfhip* 

Some of the miflionaries in their accounts fcnt h 
value themfelves upon the bringing over fome p< 
to the obfervance or the feftivals of the church of 1 
Jand: theie licenced idle frolicking days are a nui; 
in fettling of new plantations, which require fis 
bOuring days. (in the exprefs injunftion of our fc 
commandment) in the week. The laft account of 
charter protcflant working fchools in Ireland, well 
ferves, ** That the progrefs of thefe fchools, in it; 
tuml courfe, muft gradually abolifh the great numb 
popifh holy days, by means of which fome hun 
thoufend working hands are kept idle, the labour 

profit of them lofl to the publick p. 41. This 

mage is an aftonifHing drawback from the wealth 
ttrcflgtb of the hation/' 

II 
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1 fliall conclude- this mifllonary article with a few ob- 
{ervations. It is a lamentable affair, that Icarce any of 
our publick charity charters are fo contrived as to pre- 
vent mifapplications. 

L The fcheme propofed, vol. II. p. 134. was the 
converting of the prefent idle miflions into county working 
fchools, with a church of England mifllonary catechift of 
moderation, qualified in the working as well as devotional 
suticlcs : thus the charge of our prefent 70 miflionaries 
will maintain and * educate about one thoufand working 
children ; if the prefent miflions are continued, may the 
miflionaries be under the infpe<^ion and direction of a 
Committee of fuch members of the fociety as refide in 
America, or under a mifllonary general, or under the 
fuperintendency of the fufFragan bifliop, when fuch is ap- 
pointed for Britifli North- America ; that the miflions 
may be ambulatory, that is, f removable to places where 
they are mod wanted. 

II. If 

.* 

* The projedl of initiating white and Indian children into this 
roode of the church of England by church of England working 
fchools, ^uo femel eft imbuta recens, would be hiore effe£lual than 
the prefent inifiionary method ; the bringing over of adults is more 
difficult, and when brought over they foon, die, and their influence is 
^oft; in the incorporated charitable iocicties of Scotland and Ireland, 
they only regard the rifing generation, where without any ftrained 
allegory it may be called the fowing of the^feeds of chrillianity, 
loyally, ahd induftry. The former too large charity endowments to 
^le clergy millions, to colleges, and to charity fchools, require to 
y^ qualified and reformed ; that of working fchools has lately been 
■ttended with great iuccefs and benefit to the countries; that i#, 
'fading and writing being acquired, the boys are fent to fea, to 
^u/handry, and other laborious trades; the girls to fpinning and 
^thcr fervicci with iome peculiar reftridions. Sir Richard Cox in a 
^^te piece concerning the linen manufacture, writes, ** Numerous 
holy-days are the bane of all induftry*, and the ruin of every coun- 
try where they are permitted : and indeed there are too many al- 
lowed by law." 

"f- This method hafc had a good effect in Scotland. In Scotland the 
fr^|)e has two vicais ap oilolical^ one for tht lowlands, and the other 
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II. If the prefent incumbent miflioriarics are indulge 
with their livings or falaries for their own natural life 
upon their deceafe the relpeftive miflions may ceafe (a 
a miflion is no inheritance, it is no hardfhip upon thei 
families) and be cantoned along our inland frontier 
to keep morality and chriftianity among the poor nei 
fettlers, and to convert the neighbouring Indians to ci 
vility and fome of our orthodox profeffions of religion. * 

III. As this is formed with the defign of a very exten 
five charity, the fupporting of learned and orthoda 
minifters or teachers, without being confined to th 
mode of the church of England ; why may not thi 
charity be extended to minifters of any orthodox per 
fuafion, who will declare themfelves willing to fervc ; 
miffion among the Indians,- as alfo to the orthodox mi 
nifters of the poor out towns ? At prefent, it is con 
fined towards promoting of uniformity to the difciplin 
and worlhip of the church of England ; not among th 
heathen who never heard of chriftianity, nor in poo 
out townfliips, but among the fober-minded, chriftia; 
only educated, and loyally tolerated proteftant diflenten 
in the moft opulent and beft civilized townfliips. / 
ftrift exclufive uniformity (a few lutherans excepted) i 
pradifed only in popifti fovereignties. 

IV. Though the members at prefent are about 230 
taty feven members with the prefident or a vice-prdi 

in the highlands, with many inferior miffionaries ; anno 1740, thei 
popiih miiiionanes were twenty-five; anno 1747, they dwindled awa 
$0 eleven ; the prefbyterian Scots itinerant miffionaries are well (uk 
fiAed by many large benefadions and fubfcriptions ; the king allovv 
I cool, fieri, per ann. 

* Our young mifllonartes may procure a perpetual alliance an 
£onunercial advantages with the Indians, which the Roman catholic 
clergy cannot do, becaufe they are forbid to marry , I mean, 01 
miffionaries mav intermarry with the daughters of the fachems, an 
other confiderable Indians, and their progeny will for ever be a cei 
taia ceflftcnt betwecA us and the Indiana* 

dcii 
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dent may do bufineis ; thus four or five zealots, fuch at 
the high-church, or friends to a foliciting perfon, may at 
pkafurc pervert this charity, this perhaps has been 
the cafe for fome years, in appointing fo many idle 
miffions, and many who inftead of promoting charity (the 
nexus of human fociety) that is, love among neigh* ' 
hours i as bigots or religionifts, they aft the reverfe* 

V. The miflionaries in their accounts fent to the 
ibciety, ought to keep ftriftly to the truth, and not im- 
pofe upon the world ; I Ihaii mention two • or three 
inftances. i. The ftory of the regular difcipline of 
catechumens white and black in New- York, is not known 
here, though in the neighbourhood. 2. A chriftian 
congregation of more than 500 Mohawk Indians ; the 
'Whole tribe does not exceed 1 60 men living in a dif- 
perfed || manner. 3. A fpirit of perfecution now in 
thecoloiiy of Connedicut; whereas there are fundry 
laws * ot many years (landing in that colony, ex- 
empting church of England, anabaptifts and quakers 1 
from contributing towards building of townfliip meet- 
iiljg-houfes, and from the fopport of townfhip congre* 
gational minifters. 

VI. As the fociety complain of the infufSciency of 
their funds certain and cafual, to keep up the falaries of ^ 
their too much multiplied miflionaries ; they are become 
niore circumfpeft and trugal, and inftead. of a full liv- 
ing or miflTion, confidering that they confine their million 
to one parifli, they only make a fmall addition of 20 to 
30I. fterl. in the S. W. parts of Conne6ticut colony; 
the mifTions in South-Carolina are reduced from 50 1. to 
30 1. fterl. per ann. and perhaps in all large falary 
'Pinions, without any injury done to the incumbent, a ' 
dedu&ion may be made equal to the allowance from the 

I This refembles the legendary ftory of St. Francis, at one time 
^Oo verting fome thonfands of people in a defart. 

Seetnelafieditioiiof Connediicat lawbook, p. r ($9, 170, 171. 

cor\|;ceg^?cUc>u •. 
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congregation : this will be a conliderable faving, and as 
the parifhes or townfhips grow, their allowance will 
efface the miflionary allowance ; this will be a total 
faving, and naturally anfwers that of the defign of the 
charity to aiTift thefe places that arc not able to fubfift a 
golpel miniftry. f 

I am now got into a maze or labyrinth ; to clafs the 
various fe£taries in religious affairs, is an intricate la- 
bour: the New-England fynod, anno 1637, condemned 
82 errors. I muft in general obferve, that, i. As to 
the fearing or rather loving of God, the beft evidence 
is the working of righteoufnefs. 2. What is generally 
called confcience, is private opinion. 3. They who 
have no remorfe of confcience, who do not believe in 
future rewards and punifhments, and who do not pro- 
vide for their houfliolds or pofterity, arc infidels, or worfe 
than infidels. 4. They who aflert that the church ]$ 
independent of the civil power, and juftification by 
faith without good works •, fuch belief is worfe than no 
religion, being inconfiftent with political fociety. 

In concluding this article of miflionaries, I muft ob- 
ferve, that if what I have wrote is difagreeable to fome, 
it is not from any perfonal refentment -, feveral of the 
miffionaries are my triendly acquaintances ; but amicus 

amicus fed magis arnica Veritas. The original 

defign of this fociety, was moft humane and pious ; more 
than 1 20,000 bibles, common prayers, and other booksu 
of devotion, with an incredible quantity of pious fmalU 
tra(5ts, have been difperfed in foreign parts. They are 
by charter allowed to purchafe real eftate to the value 
of 2000 1. fterl. per ann. and other eftate to any value r 
to meet once a month to tranfadt bufinefs, or oftener i" 
need be ; but no adt to be valid, unlefs the majority 

t Can Bofton, v. g. be faid, not able to fupport a gofpcl mmiftry 
^le intereft of the money, which by cllimation the church of Englar 
now a building may colt, is fufKcient to maintain half ^ dozen chur 
q£ £oglan4 rectors 4t 4 Qomfort4ble aiiowsmc^. 
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offcven members (a quorum) with the prefident or a 
vice-prefident concur. There is a circumftance, which 
bas not always been attended to by the fociety ; appoint- 
ing of miffionaries, faulted as to morality, benevolence, 
and moderation, called high-flyers, younger filters of 
popery. 

1 ihall clafe the religion opinions which have appeared 
in our colonies under three general heads, the meerly 
fpeculative, the antiquated obfoletc or out-of-fafhion opi- 
nions^ and the profefTions or fedaries which at prefent 
fubfift and are likely to contini^e. 

I. Speculative private opinions are of no confequence. 
in a ftate, until the opinionifts form themfelves into 
feparate large fociety meetings •, I ftiall enumerate a few. 
The Antinomians * aflert that the laws of Mofes are 

vacated, 

* Set vol. I. p. 444. 

This error was become obfolete, and remained only with a very few 
iporant or vidoas people until lately broached here by the vagrant 

Mr. W Id, an infignificant perfon, of no general learning, void 

of common prudence ; nis journals are a rapfody of fcripture texts, 
^d of his own cant cxpreflions ; in his epiftle to the inhabitants of 
Maryland he writes, ** coniidering what uiage your flaves comn^onl/ 
DM with, I wondered they did not put an end to their own lives or 
yours, rather than bearfuch ufage;" thus in a moft execrable manner 
ic might have promoted felo de fe among the flaves, and infurrec- 
tions againil their mafteri ; the two great inconveniencies which oar 
plantations are expofed to. 1 never could account (perhaps it was 
only firantick, and not to be accounted) for his repeated vagrancies, 
orftroiling over England, Scotland, Ireland, and our American colo-^ 
ntes : he was nopopifti miffionary, becaufe being youttg, he never had 
tfie opportunities of being abroad in popifh leminaries or conven- 
tuals : he was no itinerant miffioaary (tor fome fliort time he had 
I miffion for Georgia) of our fociety for propagating the gofpel in 
foreign parts ; becaufe when he eiFedtually a£ted one part towards 
an uniformity to the church of England, by occaiioning fepafations 
and animofities among the orthodox diilenters, at the fame time he 
found much fault with the prefent conflitution of the church of Eng- 
land : he was no niinillerial or court tool, as was the famous Sa* 
chevercl in the Jacobite part of queen Anne's reign, becaufe the go- 
vernment at prefent have no occafion for fuch : he did not travel as 
a naturalill or as an hiHorian for obfervaticn, by the perquifites of 

preaching 
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vacated,as being only temporary and loca],thac is,nacional 
or municipal, therefore not obligatory with chriftian na* 
tions ; that good works do not forward, nor bad works 
hinder falvation. 

In general, people ought to entertain a laudable re* 
ligious charity towards one another, feeing they worfhip 
the fame God, though in different modes : particularly, 
to make veftiments and other fanciful ecclefiaftical deco- 
rations a matter of controverfy, is very abfurd ; -f fuch 
indifferent trivial circumftances may be adapted to the 
ta&t of the vulgar ; the Greek and Armenian churches 
in the Levant preferve the mode of their religion by 
pageantries. The Jews had a fuperb magnificent tern* 
pie, a numerous train of gaudy officers, very expenfive 
iacrifices. Simplicity and frugality in all affairs of life 
is at prefent thought to be moft natural, and is generally 
pradtifed, even in religion thefe things have fuffered 
fucceffive reformations •, the church of England is lefe 
expenfive than that of Rome, the three licenled diilenting 
worfliips in England are lefs expenfive than the 4- church 



preaching to defray his charges ; becaufe he had no genius nor ap- 
plication for fuch fludies. Here we may obferve. what trivial thingi 
may be great incentives to devotion, fuch as vociferation (the ibeng^ 
of his arguments lay in his lungs,) a vehement frequent ufe of cant 
devotional words, a dramatick genius peculiarly adapted to a£t the 
enthufiail, proper vefliments ordrefs and adion ; in difienting congre« 
gations he affcdcd the church of England drefs, and Paul Rubens* 
preaching pofture in the cartoons of Hampton- Court. He and his 
difciples feemed to be great promoters of impulfes, extacies, and 
wantonnefs between the fexes. Hypocritical profefiions, vocifera- 
tions, and itinerancies, are devotional quackery. 

f La Voltaire in his letters, writes, that the difputes among the 
capacinsy concerning the mode of the ileeves and cowl, were more 
than any among the philofophers. 

4- It would be of great benefit to our out fettlert if they could fall 
into fome fuch method, feeing tke fociety for propagating, &Q. take 
no care of them ; they are not able to build publick places of wor- 
ibip, and fuppdrt a ^ofpel minidry, and when they endeavour it, 
the expence retards dieir iettlements i a great detriment to the colo- 
nies in general. 

of 
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of England, and the quakcrs have reduced religion to 
no txpence. 

The Familists, y family or houfe of love, was. of 

the anabaptift tribe in Germany, and fufpeded to be 

more addided to carnal than to fpiritual love ; they held 

all pleafures and dalliances among themielves lawful ; 

they were much tranfported with impulfes and other 

fi^tick n9tions ; they perfuaded themielves that dxey 

were the oiily eleft of God, and that all others were re* 

probates, and that they might deceive any perfon who wat 

not of their community, magiftrates not excepted, even 

^ith an oath. They agreed with the antinomians in 

^nany articles. 

The MuoLATONJ ANS * are extindt.' 
The Gorton I ANS of Warwick in the colony of 
^hode-Ifland, were of fo fhort duration, they are noc 
^o be mentioned ; fee the fedion of Rhode- Ifland. 

The rigid Brown ists f arc, relaxed into indepen- 
dents add congregationalifts. 

The Independents in all bur colonies, have foflfewd 
^me reformation, and are at prefent called congrega* 
'^onalifts. 

Puritans were fof reforming the reformed religions 
^o greater abfolute purity, that appellation is now ob- 
solete. 

Seekers waited for new apofUes to reflore chriflia* 
xiity i thefe "have quite difappcared. 

I The faiker of this family, was Henry Nicols, born at Manfter 
^a Weftphalia, and had refided fome time in Holland ; he firft ap« 
^ared about 1540, and pretended to be greater than Mofes or 
C^H&isT s as Mofes had taught mankind to hope, Chrift to believs^ 
lie taught love, which is the greateft ; and that he himfelf was not like 
John the baptift, a fore^-runner of Chrift, but Chrift was rather a type 
of him, and that the kingdom of ifrael was to be eflabliihed in 
^e time of his miniltry ; what he wrote was mean and incoherent, 
fuii of vain boafting and profane applications of the prophecies re* 
lating to Chrift, to his own perfon. 
* See Summary, vol. I. p. 447. 
'i See vol. I. p. 443. 
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Remonstrants and Contra-remonstrantS, * or 
predeftinarians and free-will men. The remonftrants 
are alfo called arminians. -f* It is not a dodtrine of any 
natibhal church of i^mbodied communion •, there are fomc 
perfons of this private opinion, among all the fectaries. 
Their diftinguifhing tenets, are, univerfal redemption^ 
an indemnity or aft of grace to all mankind, who by a 
good life accept thereof, being endued with a free will 
to aft at liberty what is good or evil. 

Concerning the feftaries in our colonies which now 
fobfift, and are likely to continue. 

I do not mean a church hiftory of North- America 5 
bilhop Burnet well obfervts, that ecclefiaftical hiftories> 
are only hiftories of the vices of the bifliops and othct 
clergy. 

Mod feftaries in religion have been occafioncd by 
yCilgar people not capable of giving allowances for the 
allegories, fables, and idioms of expreflion ufed in the 
Levant, from whence we had our fcriptural books ; but 
taking them into a literal and vernacular fenfe, whereasi 
the prophets generalJy ufed lofty figurative expreflions. 

In our North- America colonies there are none properl]^ 
to be called feparatifts, Roman catholicks excepted (in 
Maryland, and by the proprietary charter of Penfyl vania- 
Roman catholicks are not excepted) but by the aft of 
union (territories thereto belonging) the church of Eng- 
land is the eftabliftied church, though only nominal- 
in all. our colonies and plantations. The denominatioc 



• Sec vol.. I. p. 227. 

-f So called from Arminius their leader, he was fome time prOB 
lefibr of divinity at Leyden in Holland : they were alfo called res 
monilrants, from their remonftrating, 1618, againft fome articles c: 
the fynod pf I)ort concerning predefti nation, eledion, reprobatior:: 
and the like ; thus the adherents to the princes of Germany, wh— 
protefted againft fome proceeding^ at the diet of Spire in Germa 
^5299 were called proteilams. 
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f whigs and tories 4- (Deo gratias) is loft : there i% nd 

encral church government, || by the articles of union^ 

^hat of the chorch of England is eftablifhed in perpetui* 

^y ; but hitherto in favour, to the good confcientious dif- 

^nters of many denominations, the colonies are not quar* 

^cr*d upon by the regular ecclefiaftick troops under thtf 

<.lireftion of their proper officers^ archbilhops, biftiops^ 

<deans, archdeacons, prebends, canons, and other fubal- 

^ern officers ; the church of England exercifc no juriC* 

<li6tion (the office of the bifhop's commiflaries is only no- 

xninal) no more than the county aflbciations of minifters 

in Connedicut, or the voluntier prefbytcrs (in imitation of 

^he claflical kirk jurifdiftions of Scotland) in fever al of 

our colonies. 

I (hall not here delineate or defcribe the papiftical 
church of Rome, the epifcopal church of England, and 
the prefbyterian kirk of Scotland ; they are generally well 
Icnown. 

The papifts are of nO note or notice * excepting in 

4. Tory, originally was a name given to the wild Jrifh popiih rot- 
bers, and who favoured the^maAacre of the prbteftants in Ireland 1641^ 
^nd afterwards applied to all enormous high-fliers of the churchy 
"Whig was a ludicrous name, fir(! given. to the country field devotion 
meetings, wfaiofe ordinary drink was the whig or whey of coagulated 
ibur milk, and afterwards applied to thofe who were againft the court 
intereA in the reigns of Charles Il.-and James tl. and for the court 
in the reigns of king William and king George. 

I Church governments may be various, alid all equally allowable 
l)y prelcription ; as in the civil governments of various nations there 
arerponarchy, arillocracy, democracy, and compofitions of thefe, which 
in general alliances, treaties of peace, aiid other ti'anfa£kiotis among 
Sovereignties, are equally admitted. 

• Not many years fince, in Bofton were fomc popiih emifTarles ) 
^ut finding only fome poor wild Iriih carters and porters of the per* 
^uafion, theyroooirclinquilhed their miflion and diiappeared. 

As the grants of Maryland and Penfvlvania do adltially tolerate th^ 
publick exercifc of the Roman catholick religion ; and as that religioo 
^s pernicious to human fociety in general, and tends to fobvert otir 
prefent happy conftitution ; why may it not be fupprefled as to pub* 
^ick worihip, by an adt of the Britilh parliament, without giving any 
^Hkbrage to tlie other good grants and charters at home, and in th# 
plantations ? 

VquIL L PctvfYl- 
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Pcfnfylvania and Maryland •, in Pcnfylvania by their new 
charter 1701 from their proprietary and governor William 
Pcnn, the claufe of liberty of confciencc docs not exclude 
Rotnan catholicks, " No perfon who fhall acknowledge 
" one almighty God, and live quietly under the civil go- 
" Vemment, (hall be in any ways molefted." In Phila* 
delphia there is a publick popifh chapel, frequented by a 
poor tow fet of Irifh ; their priefts are always England or 
Maryland born, jefuits, and generally of good conduft 
and behaviour ; an Irilh jefuit is never fent. In Mary- 
land are many Roman catholicks, their original proprie- 
tary was popifh ; at prefent there may be ten or a dozen 
publick popiQi chapels ; father Molineux of Port To- 
bacco is their diredor or vicar. 

Lutherans f are to be found only in the provinces 
of New- York and Penfylvania. The lutherans differ from 
the Roman catholicks principally, 1. Communion in bodi 
kinds, bread and wine. 2. Divine worfhip in the vul- 
gar tongue. 3. Indulging priefts or minifters with ma- 
trimonial plcafures ; fome profane perfons might ludi- 
croufly have obferved, that his reformation was owing to 
his indulgence of wine and women to the fraternity of 
clergy, as king Henry VIII. reformation in England,wa» 
owing to fome petticoat affair; here we may obfcrvc^ 
that from very trivial matters, very great and good re- 
volutions have proceeded. In the city of New-Yorfe 
there is one lutheran church, and in the reft of the pro- 
vince of New-York feveral difperfed lutherans by the im - 
portation of foreigners from Germany in queen Annc^ 2 
reign. In Penfylvania the lutherans have a church i^ 
Philadelphia, and feveral in the country. There is 01^ 
Swedifh lutheran church near Philadelphia, one. or tv«r"- 
more in- the country near Newcaftle ; they are fuppli^ 

•f Lmher born 1483, at Mansfield in Germany, became an AugnfL 2 
mosk or fiyar, preached againfl indulgences, &c. was excoramur^ 
caced by the pope ; he with Melandlon publifhed firfl the new teibr -^ 
ment, and afterward. I c 34 the whole bible in the vulgar tongue ; S^ 
inarried 15 24, ^nd died 1548 ; the duke of Saxony was his patron ^ 

on<:::< 
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«stt% iti ^vtn years (frooi Sv^jedeti;, ^^a(^ g^iiemlly with 
good men. 

PRESByTJERiANSi church of England J and tongrega* 
tionalifts are the fame in all leffenti^i articles of chriftiarl 
4 dodlrine, and their laity are all of the fame faith j the 
proper diftinftions are only with regard to their diftincjfc 
clergy in forms of church government, difcipline, modes qf 
publick worfhip, and vcftiments. The prefbyterians in 
our colonies are of two forts, i. Thofe who follow thp 
'manner of the church of Scotland as eftablifhed in Scot* 
land by ail of union : all diflenters from the church o( 
England, (anabaptiils, quakers, and moravians excepted) 
ibuth of New-England, are called prefby tcrians, the con- 
I gr^tionals not excepted ^ thus tlie diffenting congre- 
gation in the city of New- York, though under a con* 
grcgational minifter from Bofton, is called prefbytcrian. 
The Scots prefbytcrians are modelled according to a di* 
'cftory firft agreed upon by an aflembiy of divines at* 
Weftminfter in the time of the civil war, and appointed 
% the general affembly of the kirk of Scotland 1 647 1 
they ufc no liturgy. 2. Thcfe are -properly Called 
Calvinifts, * and follow the confeflion or Heidelberg (^iti 
the palatinate of Germany) fuchare the church of Geneva, 
^veral churches in Germany, fuch are the church of 
liolland, and the hugonots of France; they life not 
<:inly a liturgy or common prayer, but alfo an efta- 
t^lilhed form of pfalmody. A calvinift French church 
l\ibfifted many years in Bofton, and is lately dropt, there 
t^ing no French new comers, and the children of the late 
cncrationS un Jerftand Englifh better than Frenchi There 



• Calvin was born in Picardy in France 1509, a mat! of general 
learning ; he began his reformation at Geneva ; died 1 564, xt, 56 ; he 
'^^^as a voluminous writer j his inilitutions is a mafter-piece of elegant 
i^oman Latin. 

It is a common miftake, that by calvinifts are underftood predefti* 

^^rians ; before Calvin's time there were many prededinarians, the 

Mahometan predeftinarians are not calvinifts : fome predeftinarians 

*« Well as free-will men now called arminia^is, being private opi- 

"^A*! are to be fband amdng ail fe6lariej, 

L 2 %i^ 
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are fcveral calvinift churches in* the provinces of Nc 
York and pcnfylvania. 

CoNGREGATioNALiSTS is the religion mode of Nc 
England, (fome church of England, anabaptifts, a 
quakers excepted) the prefbyterians are only fpeculati 
becaufe by aft of union they can have no ecclefiafti 
clafRcal jurifdidion in the colonies, and therefore are or 
congregational, but lefs rigid and narrow in admiflion 
church members, and in difcipline. The New-Engla 
congregationals may be called independents f reform< 
as not exaftly the fame with the independents one of t 
three licenfcd diffenting profefllons in England, but for 
ed according to a platform (fo they call it) of their o' 
Scheming 5 thiS platform was by a refoive of the gene 
aflcmbly recommended to the churches, but never < 
afted. 

At prefent, anno 1750; the general method of l 
New- England congregationalifts 4- is, when a gofj 
minifter is wanted, the devout elderly men of the p 
cinft invite fundry preachers to officiate, thefe are call 
candidates ; in the next ftep, the church members 
communicants (all males even the pooreft, upon the pi 
lick charity, and negroes) at an appointed meeting, 
a majority, vote for one. of thefe candidates, and gi 
him a formal call 5 the following ftep, is a gene 
meeting of the men of the congregation, who p 
minifterial rates, and are qualified as town voters, to a 
piroVe or difapprove of the above choice ; if any dil 
culty happens, a council of delegates from the neig 
bouring churches is called tor advice, but their opini 
is only of advice, but not abfolutcly obligatory ; t] 
council when they attend the ordination, are called t 

f The name ofindependent is quite extindlin our American colon 

4- ^^ ^^^ fecond fedion of a fynod appointed by the civil leglHaC 

at Bofton in May 1 680^ a platK)nn and confeilion of faith was agr 

upon, much the fame with chat of the independents in England, O^ 

ber 1658, called the Savoy f:onfef?ion of faith. 

' See voL h p. 438, Ire. and oth^r occaiional hints. 

brdinat:5 
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otdinatioiv council. Upon any occafional difFcrence in a 
church, a like council of advice is called, but not bbliga* 
tory, and ifliies in a vote of the church comniunicants or 
general congregation. 

The congregationalifts of Connecticut are regulated by 
a platform or confcflion of their own (fcarce differing 
from that oi Maffachufetts-Bay) prefented to their gene- 
ral aflembly by the minifters and other delegates Sept. 9, 
1707 ; the general affembly or legiflature ordained, that 
all churches || conforming thereto Ihall be deemed efta- 
bliflied by law, but no fociety or church, who. foberly 
diiient from faid united churches, Ihall be hindered from'' 
their worfhip according to their confcienccs. 

There are feveral congregational churches \^ho vary in 
fome trifles -, inftance the rev. Mr. Colman, afterwards 
D. D. from one of the univerfities of Scotland, though 
frequently in mixed converfation he declared his diflcnt 
from the prefbyterian church government, anno 1699, 
perhaps in humour and fingularicy, fet up as a feparatift 
from the generally received congregational mode, and 
perhaps with a defign to allure fome inclined to the man- 
ner of the church of England, to contribute towards his 
church ; his fcpnration was only in trifles, viz. ufing the 
Lord's ^prayer, reading of leffons in the bible, the hat- 
band and rofe of the church of England clergy, a freer 
admiffioh to the facraments of baptifm and the Lord's 
fupper i his fucceffor the rev. Samuel Cooper is a good 
man. 

1722, there was a confiderable falling off or feceffus 
from the congregational mode by Mr.. Cutler, prcfident 
9f Yale college in Connedicut, and fome of his former 
pupils; in confequence of their, fcheme, they went to 



fl In intn^ refpeds I admire the pradence and csconomy of thig 
government, but here I cannot avoid obferving a feeming inadver- 
^^^y, and afterwards not re«^ified, becaufe by a£l of union May x, 
^707, the church of England exclufively was the only church eila- 
bliihed.l^y law in all our plantations ; this ad perhaps was the occa- 
sion of Mr. Hobart's calling the church of England feparatifts. 

L 3 ' England, 
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Bngl^hd, obtained e pifcopal ordrnatior^ and the benefit 
of miffionafics; their godlinefs was great gain. 

' AiiAi^APi'mi.' Set vol. L p. 445, Their efiential 
and diftinguifliing dodrine is with relation to baptifm i 
they baptise aduto only, -and that by immerfion or 
capping. This formerly was a very wild feftary, and 
therefore run into many fubdivifions fcarce to be enu- 
nierated ; I am well informed, that at prefent in Penfyl- 
vafiia there are 16 or 17 different forts of anabaptifts 
^Enghfliand German. I fhall inft^cc fome of their' fub- 
divifions. I . Englifhy ♦ a ibber and generally good people ; 
(ycrman gnabapcifts^ a turbulent people : the German 
anabaptifts have no meetings or publick places of wor- 
fhip in Philadelphia, but many in the country, and ge- 
li^r^lly refufe the qualification oath ; one of their branch- 
ifigs are called menifts, they have no meeting in Phila- 
deJphia, but are a numerous and wealthy people in the 
(sountry, arid follow farming ; their diftinftion is wear- 
ing long beards, arul refufing government oaths. The 
iiumplers are a fmall body of Germans, about 50 miles 
firom Philadelphia, men and women profeffing conti- 
jiency, live in feparate apartments. The men wear a. 
jtionkilh habit, without breeches like capuchins, hutz 
lighter cloth •, as to oaths they are the fame with th^ 
quakers and moravians ; though an illiterate people, the^ 
have a very decent chapel, and as craftfmen, they ar^ 
i^ry ingenious; upon a fine ftream they have a gri 
pnill, a faw-mill, a paper mill, an oil mill, and a mil 
for pear) barley, all under one roof, which brings the n "^ 
ni cpnfidcrable profit. There is one Englifti anabapti 
teeeting in Philadelphia, and fome in the country. ' 
Firft day baptifts, their weekly holy day is the Sunda 
, as in ufc with all other chriftians •, feventh day bapuzD- 
lifts, on the ftventh day or jewifh fabbatb they meet f( )t 




' ♦ Not long fince the. vagrant Mr. W d otcafioncd a fepantU 

m the Boflon anabaptift church ; the feparatjfls are under the cure or 
car6 of a leather breeches maker , chey are ancimoraliils, and riie^Bre- 
fore pernicious in-foczety. 

publidd: 
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publick wordiip, and abftain from common lahotVf 
hut labour, &c. on the Sunday or fii:ft day qf the week ; 
of thofe there is a congregation in Newport and in Wefterly 
of Rhode-Ifland colony, and feveral in the country of 
Pcnfylvania. 3. The firft day baptifts are fubdiyided 
into thofe who ufe finging "f in their publick worfliip 
as the generality of chriftians do ; and baptifts who dq 
not admit of finging in publick worfliip ; they alledgc 
that there muft be a great deal of hypocrify in promifcu-. 
ous finging, as it cannot be imagined that every one of 
the congregation is in the humour of finging at the fame 
time. 

Quakers, fee vol. L p. 447. As they are not under 
the confinement of creeds, confefTions of faith, plat- 
forms, canons, articles, formulas, and the likp, they 
cannpt poflibly break loofe into fe(Slary * fubdivifions j 
their principal doftrines are to be inveftigated from 
their praftice, (it is to be wiflied that it were fo in all 
profeflions of religioh) their induftry, frugaUty, mutual 
beacvolence or friendfliip, 4- The ex,ternal part of a 

quaker's 

f The quakers, and not iinging baptifts, are defenrcdly faalted, 
becaafe iinging of pfalms incites ana heightens devotion. 

• Anno 1642 or 1644, in time of the civil wars in England,. 
George Fox of Leicefterfhire, aet 2;, fet up for a religionary exhort- 
er or teacher ; he exclaimed againft the efiablifhed clergy, fome of 
CromwelPs foldiers became his profelytes and would not fight, in coi^rfe 
the prifons were crouded. In K. Charles II. adminiftration they were 
frequently prefentcd for refufing to pay tythes, and for not taking 
government oaths. Robert Barclay of Scotland wrote an Apology for 
the quaker<s i ^75» and dedicated it to the kin<;, which abated that per^ 
fecution. William Penn, fon of viee-admiral Penn, became a quaker, 
at. 22, and with Fox went upon a miffion into foreign countries,. 
but from Holland thsy foon returned home ; this Penn was proprie- 
tary and governor of Penfylvania 5 he wjQte two folio volumes in 
favour of the quakers. 

Benjamin Holmes lately wrote in favour of quakerifm ; Jiis boofc 
was firft publiftied in Amfterdam 1723. 

•!• 1 know of no differences among them, only fome are more de- 
mure, fome lefs demure or precipe in the antiquated habit and mode 
of fpeech, that is, mox'e jovial and debonnaire. 

L 4 Not 
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quakcr*s religion confifts only in trivial matters, the 
antiquated modes of fpcech, thee, thou, thy, &C3, 
and an antiquated drefs of a plain coat without plaits, or 
buttons on the pockets and fleeves, beaver like hats 
with horizontal brims as is generally wore by the church 
of England clergy : the pufiUanimous doftrine of not dc-. 
fending themfelves by force againft an invading enemy is 
very abfurd: Pro Patria is not only a law of nations, 
but of nature. They fay that a regular clergy with be- 
nefices are hirelings, and, like mercenary troops, do 
duty only for fake of their pay, and not to be fo much 
depended upon as the militia pr voluntary confcientious 
pdiorters. 

Quakers hpld all fwearing and paying tythes unlawful 
they do pot find fault with the various forms of civil 
government, but give obedience to any eftablifhed 
goverpment ; all who have the gift of the light withii 
fihem, men or women, are fufficiently ordained to preach 
fhe gbfpel without any commiflion from a church, ,01 
^fliftance from human learning ; all praying and preach- 
ing premeditated qr extempore without the fpirir, are 

fuperftitious willrworfliip and idolatry ; they ufe neither ' 

bapllfm nor the Lord's fupper. 

Unjuftly they are faid not to regard the fcripturef, 
whereas in their exhortations, writings, and defences oi 
fheir orichodoxy, no fed ufe fcripture phrafes and quo- 
^tipns f more than they dp. Their affirmation inftcac 




Vfot only in the ncighboorhood, but by annual or periodical itinc ^' 
fancies of their fpeakcrs or exhorters, and alfo of their moft note^^ ^ 
|nen. 




'^ clwui.'^ Aftsx. 34. *^God is no refpc^lerof perfons, he that feai 
^* God and works righteoufnefs is accepted of him." i Johnii. 2. "An 
** Iiei#the propitiation for our fins, and not fpr us only, but for the fins ' 
*-• the WHOLE world" They cannot believe that God has fore-ordai 
e4 a certain part of mankind to perifh| and a certain part to be fave< 

j)ecau -'^^ 
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f an oath, is not to be faulted, becaufe it is equally bind- 
ing, and falfifying is fubjedted to the fame penalty as 
pcjurys government oaths are become fo common,, 
they have almoft loft their folemnity. They ufe the 
fame (ubterfuge with' our more illiterate teachers and 
exhorters, i Corinth, i. 26. &c. ^' Not many wife after* 
'' the fle(h, not many mighty, not many noble are called ; 
^ but God hath ehoferi the foolifli things of the world, to 
" confojind the wife," &c. Their filent waiting upon the 
Lord in their publick places of devotion, is faulted by 
many, but they fay, at that time, they have a divine teachar 
in their own' heart. They believe a refurreftion of the juft 
and unjuft, and that God will give a reward to ff^cry 
man according to his works, whether they be good or 
evil i but as to the nature and manner of the refur- 
redtion they are filent, they only fay, that it is not fafc 

hccaufe in fiich a belief there is no need to take care of falvation 
or good morals ; this is execrably pernicious* and voids all do6trines, 
'eligious or moral 2. All mankind have an innate divine light, 
Which if attended to, dire£ls them into a good and holy life, and 
Averts them from fin and paflions s *' this is the light, (John i. ^.) 
** which lighteth every man thatcometh into the world." 3. Water bap- 
^ifm is not eiiential to chrillianity, it mull be of the fpirit. Ads xi. 16. 
*' John indeed baptized with water, but ye Ihall be baptized with the 
**• holy ghoft j" as Chrift was born under the law, he fulfilled the 
^^w, and was circumcifed : ** in Chrilt Jefus, neither circumcifion nor. 
'* uncircumfion availeth any thing, but a new creature :'' as they have 
charity for thofe who uie water baptifm confcientioufly, and who ufe ^ 
bread and wine, fo they ought to have charity for us if we difufe them, 
oecaufe we believe they are ceafed in point of obligation. 4. In an- 
^^vcr to I Tim. ii. 12. ** But fuffer not a woman to teach, nor to ufurp 
*• authority over the man, but to be in iilence j" they adduce the 
^poftle Paul, Rom. xvi. who advifes to help thefe women which la- 
boured with him in the gofpel : in our bible we are told of many 
^omcn that did prophefy, At\s ii. 18. ** And on my fervants, and on 
** my handmaidens, I will pour out in thefe days of my fpirit, and 
** they ihall prophefy." 5. As to their not bearing of arms, Mat. v. 
4-4-. " Love your enemies, blefs them that curfe you, do good to 
** them that hate you.'* 6 Their refufmg of government oaths, James 
'^- 12. *• But above all things my brethren, fv/ear not, neither by . 
** heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath, but let 
* * your yea be yea, and your nay nay, left you fall into condemnation," , 

to 
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t^ be (00 inqiiificiv«> how ike dead fhaU be raifed» 
IpiftH wh^t bodies, i Corinth, xv. 44. ^^ There is a n^ 



(ural body, and there is a fpiritual body ;" the apoftli 

J?l[>vl laith, •* Fle(h ^nd blood cannot inherit the king — z 

^ doi9 of God, neither doth corruption inherit incorrup — 

r 

i Mqkaviafs. Some have tranfported themlelves to 
Prnfylvania. In a late aA of the Britiih parliament^ 
1749, in favour of their affirmation inftead of an oatb^ 
they are called an ancient proteftant epifcopal church ^ 
they call themfelves unitas fratrum or united brethren^ 
fs the quakcrs with very good propriety call themfelve:» 
friends. 

The moravians publifti no creed or confeflion o^ 
£iith, and can be charaderifed only from their manners 
and preaching in a whining canting enthufiaftical drain ^ 
in church government they are epifcopal, but rcfufe 
faking of oaths as do the menenifts in Holland, and the 
Englifh quakers; they refufe carrying of arms, but wil- 
lingly contribute towards the pecuniary charge of a 
war, which quakers refufe ; they ufe inftrumental mu- 
fick in their worfliip ; in Philadelphia they have a cha.-* 
pel with a fmall organ, and in the country at Bethlehenn 
their grand fettlement about 50 or 60 miles from Phila- 
delphia, at their folemn feftiv^ls, befides the organ the7 
ufe violins, hautbcis, and French horns ; they poffefs 
'7000 or 8000 acres of land, and make confiderable fet- 
tlements ;. they are very zealous towards converting tlnc 
Indians, feme Indians have joined their fociety and \\r^^ 
v,ith th^m ; they fend mifiionaries abroad almoft ev^ry 
where, even to Greenland, or Davis's ftraits ; beginni ^ig 
of June, 1749, there arrived in Philadelphia three r^a- 
tives ot Greenland, two young men and a young woir*-^^ 
converted in their own country by moravian miffio^na- 
rics ; they came- in a Hiip belonging to the fociety wh :»ch 
ha(« carried thither two years fince a ready framed churcl^ t 

-j- Thcfe liii-^h latitudes produce no t-ml er or other wood. 

to 
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to be erefted there ; thcfe Greenlandcrs f in this (hip had 
vifited the brethren in feveral parts of Europe, in England, 
Holland, and Germany, and^ returned from Philadelphia 
in the fame (hip to Greenland. The moravians have a 
rnilCon at Barbice in Surinam, and two Indian converts 
from tbence, with the Greenland converts, and fome 
converts ot the Delaware Indians, met at Bethlehem. 

I. The moravians * have among them in Pcnfylvania 
fome men of tetters ; Mr. Spenenbergh was a profeflbr of 
fome fcicnce in Germany at Hall ; but they chiefly con- 
fift of handicrafts, by which they carry on their improve- 
, ments cheap. They encourage marriage amongft their 
young people ; but to marry by cafting of lots to pre- 
ferve an equality among themfelvcs, which they afFed^ 
V'ery much, is not natural. By late aft of parliament 
they are indulged with an affirmation inftead of an oath 
in thefe words, " I A. B. do declare in the prefence of 
'* Almighty God, the witnefs of the truth I fay ;" but if 
convided of wilful and falfe affirming, Ihall incur the 
&me pains and penalties as are enafted by law againft 
wilful and corrupt perjury ; but Ihall not by their affir- 
Qiation be qualified to give evidence in criminal cafes 
(quakers affirmation is good both in criminal and civil 
cafes) and not to ferve in juries^ 

After the general defcription of our plantation fefta- 
ries, thefe in each colony IHould have been enumerated i 
but by anticipatipn they are generally to be found, i. 
Thofe of the tour colonies of New-England are at full 

•J- Here we may tranfiently obferve, that at this cafual congrefs of 
Indians from lat. 5, lat. 40, and lat. 65, their hair, eyes and com- 
plexions were the lame ; only the further north the complexions were 
* fmall matter paler : but their languages were entirely diftinf ^ The 
Greenland or Davis's Straits converts were clad in leal fkins, hair 
On, but in general were a nafty fort of chriiiians. 

♦ So called from Moravia, a country adjacent to Bohemia ; they 
fccm to be a fprout from the old flock of the Hoffitcs ; the Hufirt;-, 
difciples of Hufs and Jerome of Bohemia, followed the terets of tl c 
Wsfldenfcs who appeared about 1310, and Qi Wickliffe an Englifii 
{x>llard middle of 14th century. 

Ipncrth- 
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length. 2. In the province of New- York, befides the 
church of England, there are the mode of the kirk of 
Scotland, Dutch calvinifts, and fome lutherans of the 
confeffion of Augfburgh in Suabia ot Germany. 3. In the 
Jerfies there are the church of England miflions, the 
Scots prefbyterians and quakers rule the roaft. 4. Befide 
the church of England miffionarics in the country of 
yfenfylvania, there is one EngHfh church in Philadelphia 
a very large congregation. In Philadelphia (and many i 
the country) there are two prefbyterian meetings, 
called new light of Whitefield's inftitution, the other ac 
cording to the Scots prefbyterian mode ; and befides ai 
at- great diftance in the country there is a congregation 
^ cameronians or covenanters, who renew the folemr 




league often, and deny all fubmiflion to magiflrates fron — n 

the fovereign to the conftable, becaufe ac the revolu 

tidn the king by law afTumed to behead of the church -=, 
tnd contrary to their covenant, in England eflablifhec ^ 
prelacy inftead of prcfbytery. The quakers have twi 
brge meetings in Philadelphia, and a meeting almofl i: 
every townfhip of the three firfl fettled counties ; 
in the other three counties they do not prevail ; bux t 
every where preferve power by their two irrefiflibXc 
maxims of riches and unity -, they have the fecret of 
keeping their young people up to thele, and let theini 
think and talk otherwife as they pleafe. 5. In Marylar^d 
there are feveral parifhes according to the way of tine 
ehurch of England j and the tnoft beneficial of any in oijr 
plantations, becaufe as the number of taxables or co n- 
gregation riucreafes, being taxed at fo much tobaccro 
per head, the value of their livings grows : whereas in 
Virginia the parfons are fixed at a certain falary of 
1 6^000 wt. or tobacco per ann. without any regard to 
the increafe of the congregation ; in Maryland are ten or 
a dozen publick Roman catholick chapels, many pr"<^f- 
byterians, and fome quakers. 6. In Virginia there ■ -^^^ 
po diflenters from the church of England, a few q '•-Jo- 
kers excepted, their clergy are not noted for their pi ^^X 

id 
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aud morality or exemplary life, and req^uire miffionary 
reformers more than the congregationalifts of New Eng- 
land ; it is faid that many of them are a fcandal to the 
profeffion of the church of England. 7. In North-Ca- 
rolina fcarce any religion ; there arc two miflionaries and 
a few quakers. In South-Carolina there are church of 
England miflionaries, and the progeny of fome Scots 
prelbyterians. 9 In Georgia de nihilo nihil. 

A few Mifcellany Obfervations. 

• ■ * 

All charities, excepting to poor orphans, other impo- 
tent poor, and children of indigent parents, are chari- 
ties ill applied ; charities towards converting, people from 
One mode of religion to another, where both are conCft- 
5nt with fociety, are not laudable. 

By a general naturalization, foreigners may be im- 
X>rted to all our colonies ; but to be intermixed with 
he Britifh fettlers, their publick worfhip of any deno- 
nination, and fchooling to be in Englifh -, * thus in a few 
^ears, they will not differ from the Britifli only in family 
lames. • 

In New -England the congregationalifts at firfl adled 
«rith too much feverity, which occafioned fome inha- 
litants of Bofton to petition K. Charles IL anno 1679, for 
L church of England, modeflly called the king's chapel, 
thus it is with ambafladors chapels,) fignifying not an 
:flabliflied, but tolerated or privileged place- of wor- 
hip. 

The clamours concerning the perfecutions of diflenters 
Tom the congregational way were very ill founded ; for 
nftance, 1725, rhe aflefTors of Tiverton and Dartmouth 
were by a proper warrant from the province treafurer 
::ommicted to jail for not a&flang the townfblp towards 
common rates. 

* A late propofal in Penfj^lvania of ereflis^g German fcboots W4s 
mod abfurd. 

S£CT. 
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SECTION XL 

Concerning the Colony of 

CONNECTICUT. 



THIS is the laft of the four colonies formerly callcdj 
The dominions of New-England. It is a plantation 
of induftrious fagacious hufbandmcn, nocwithftandii^ 
that fome of the meaner fort are villains, corruptio op- 
timi peiTima, e^cially in not paying their ju(t debts to 
the inhabitants or dealers of the neighbouring colonies i 
in all their ele6lions of governor, cOuncellors, reprefenta* 
tives, Judges, an4 other publick officers^ by cuftom, thef 
generally prefer the moft worthy.. Their eaftern town- 
ihjps have been tainted by the adjacent paper*money- 
making colonies of Maflachufetts-Bay and Rhode- Iflan4i 
land followed that fraud inftead of going into the better cur- 
rency of their weftern adjoining province of New- York j 
the Connedticut adminiftration are at prefent fenfible of 
this error, and have reduced all their publick fees and 
fines to proclamation money. — I could not avoid this 
^ preamble, by way of eulogy upon the prelent admini- 
nration in their exemplary jurifdidion. They have fub- 
lifted as a government about ninety years, and from 
©economical experience, have formed a body of laws 
lately revifed and publifhed anno i ^50, in a fmall fqlio 
of ^58 pages, of the moft natural, equitable, plain and 
concife laws for plantations, hitherto extant. 

This colony at prefent is by royal charter, a coali* 

tk>n '©t two diftinft voluntary focicties, formed from 

articles 
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rdcles by rubfcriptioh of niiny iplontct^, dim t:iallcd 
jaftford Bidd New-H&vfn xx>lcxues. That of Hartford 
m from afi em^ration of {omt dilconcenced rigids of 
hm townfhips adjoining to Bofton (fee yoL I. p. 444.) 
hey went weft fomhwardly, and planted the lamls noor 
Ailed SpringBeld^ Suffield^ Enfieid^ Wkidibr^ HartFoit!, 
ffethersfield, &c, fonie of thefe were within dw Mafia* 
ihufects jurifdidion : thofe who were without the jufrif- 
liOion, by fubfcription of articles formed themfelves af- 
iN the model of MaOSLchufetts-Bay into a vokincary bitic 
tot legal jurifdidion ; their firft eleftion of magiflxates 
^1636; 1637 people from England under the diredion 
)f Mr. Eaton, Mr. Davenport, &c. purchafcd of the In- 
lianSy afid began another diftindt voluntary jurifdidiion 
Jpon Long-Ifland found called the colony of New-Haven^^ 
tnd continued one of the * united colonies of Ncw-Eng- 
md until the reftoration of king Charles If. and was then 
^th the faid colony of Hartford by royal charter incor- 
torated into the prefent colony of Conncdticut. 

John Winthrop, fon of John Winthrop, governw of 
^h0achufetts-Bay, as agient from the lords Say and 
hook, arrived at fort Saybrook 1635, and was after^ 
^ards chofen governor of Hartford colony. Upon tkc 
eftoration of king Charles II. he went home and ob^ 
lined a royal charter incorporating Hartford a^d New- 
laven colonies into one united colony ; he was tburteen 
ears governor of this united colony, f 



f « 



• The united colonies of New-England from 1643 ^ 1663, were^ 
'affachufetts-Bay, Plymouth, Hartford, and New-Haven. 
During the confufions or civil war in England, the coIonies^ in 
merica were negledled, and aded at pleafure. 
+ John Winthorp, formerly governor of ConnedUcist, died in Bofton, 
piil 5, 1676, act. 73, eldeft fon of Mr. Winthrop, governor of 
ailachufetts, who died March 26, 1649. 

He was much given to experimental philolbphy and medicine ; fc- 
:ral of his recipes are ftill ufed by that family in charity to the poor ; 
Qie of his pieces are to be found amongft the dril philofophical 
i-nfaflions of the London royal fbciecy ; he wa9 a great jidmirer of 
^n Helmonty and dealt much in antimoniala. 

The 
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The firft volontaire governor of Hartford colony wa* 
Edward Hopkins, bom in England 1600, a Turky mer- 
chant of London y he returned to England, was in feve- 
ral offices there, and died in London 1657. Alternately 
with him Mr. Hains was chofen governor. After, them 
George Willis, Thomas Wells, and John Webfter were 
chofen governors. 

Mr. Eaton, an caft country merchant of London, one- 
of the pfatentees of Maflachufetts colony, with a parcel of 
planters 1637. fettled at New^-Haven 5 after being fof 
.many fuccelTive years governor, he died 1657 5 to him 
lucceeded Francis Newman, he continued three or four 
years governor and died. Mr. Leet, a lawyer, fuccceded 
and continued governor until Hartford and New-Haven 
were by royal charter united into one colony, and was 
their deputy governor under Mr. Winthrop while he 
lived, and after Mr. Winthrop*s death continued tea 
years governor till his own deaths 

We fhould have mentioned that Robert, earl of War- 
wick, having obtained a grant 1630 from the council of 
Plymouth, procured a patent from king Charles I. of 
lands in New-England from Narraganfet river, as the 
fea coaft runs towards Virginia forty leagues, and eaft 
and weft from fea to fea or to Maflachufetts fouth line ; 
this was made over to William vifcount Say and Seal, 
Robert lord Brook, and company ; they built a fort at 
the mouth of Connefticut river, and called it Say-Brook; 
but finding no profit^ to Accrue, they fold it to the fct- 
tlers 1644.^ * * 

The^prefent boundaries of Connefticut colony are its 
north + line upon Maffachufetts-B^y province of about 
72 miles, fettled 1713 ; its * eatterly line upon thcco' 
lony of Rhode-Ifland of about 45 miles, fettled 1728 ; its 
foutherly line is upon Long-Ifland found, being a fea 

f See vol. I. p. 416, by miftake it was faid to have been confirmrf 
by the king in council. . 
• See vol. II. p. 93. 

line 
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inc of about 90 miles in a diredt W. foutherly courfe 
Tom the mouth of Pakatuke river to the mouth of 
Byram river 5 its wefterly line as finally fettled with 
Nfcw-York, and by a deed of furrender from the colony 
)fConnedticut to the king May 14, 1731, is as follows. 

This weft line was regulated thus, beginning at 
20 miles eaft from Courtland*s point || of Hudfon's ri- 
W; N. 1 2d. 30 m. E. 52 and half miles to a conti- 
luation of the Maflachufetts and Connedicut di vifional line 
in N. lat. 42 d. 2 m. * From the abovefaid projection 
from Courtland*s point run S, 24d. 30m. eaft, 7 and i 
quarter miles, then W. S. W. 1 3 miles 64 rod, then 
S. S. E. eight miles to the mouth of Byram river, 
A line parallel with the firft two lines at the diftance 
of one mile three quarters of a mile and twenty rod 
caftward is the prefent boundary between ConneAicut and 
New- York, and the land comprehended by thefe parallel 
lines is called the Oblong granted by Connedicut to New- 
york as an equivalent fotTome lands upon the Sound, 
fettled by, but not originally belonging to Connecti- 
cut ; this was confirmed by the king in council. The 
Oblong contains about 69,000 acres, whereof 50,000 
K:res is in difpute, the property being claimed by Eyles 
ind company^ alfo by Hanly and company ; -f it remains 
I place of refuge for the mifcreants from New-England 
iod New- York. 

The partition line between New- York and Connefticut 
is cftabliflied December 1, 1664, runs from the mouth of 
^emoroncok river (a little weft from Byram river) N.N. 
V. and was the ancient eafterly bounds of New- York 
iU Nov. 23, 1683, the line was run nearly the fame as 
t is now fettled. 



I Coartland'K point is computed to be 40 miles as the river nint 
rom the city of New-York. 

* This N. W. corner of Connedticut colony is 20 and 3 qr. miles 
rom Httdfon^s river about 9 miles above Kingdon, i mile below the 
^uth of ]B(bp«s river, and about 50 miles below Albany, 

t See New-Yojk fcdi^ 

Vot. U. M Duke, 
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Duke of Hamilton's grant took in part of the prcfcnt 
colony of Connefticut, this grant was from Narraganfct- 
Bay to Connefticut river, and back into the country "un- 
til it met with. MaflTachufetts fouth line; but as this 
was never purchafed of the native Indians, and never 
fettled, it may be deemed as obfolete ; there have been 
fomie attempts to revive this claim, but never profecutcd. 

The Indians almoft extinft ; they have a fmall refervc 
upon the eaft fide of Connedlicut river at Piftol point id 
Wcathersficld •, a very fmall parcel of Nianticks about 5 
or 6 miles weft from New^London ; there is an Indian 
referve of — acres upon New-London river in djo 
northern parts of that townftiip called Mohegins. 

In Connefticut are eight convenient fhipping ports for 
fmall craft, but all matters enter anci clear at the port of 
New-London, a good harbour 5 miles within land, and 
deep water, here they build large fhips, but their tim- 
ber is Ipungy, and not durable, it fplits or rives well into 
ftaves; fmall veflels are built at Saybrook, Killingfr; 
worth, New-Haven or Wallingsford river, &c. In the 
iSound the tide flows 6 to 8 feet, the deep water is upon 
the Long-iQand fide. 

Foreign veflels entered and cleared in the port of New- 
London from the 25th of March 1748 to the 25th of 
March 1 749, fcarce any regiftered more, than 80 tuns, 
and generally are Weft-India traders. 

Entered inwards. Cleared outwards. 

Brigantincs 3 Brigantines 20 

Sloops 30 Sloops 37 

Schooners 4 Schooners 5 

^ 37 ^ 62 

Here, as in all other Britifh colonies, the collet 
and other cuftomhoufe officers, are by warrant from 
the commiflioners of the cuftoms in confequence of aft 
order from the tre;afury ; the commiflioners of the trcj^. 
fury dired all officers of the revenue* 

. .. ' to 
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In Coniieflicut the government is in the hands of 
Aft reprcfentative of the freemen or people, * as was 
alfo the property ; but at prefent no colony or general 
lands remain (fo it is in Rhode-Ifland) excepting fome 
hdian relerves. 

In the reigns of Charles XL and James IL the colony 
of Connefticut (as alfo of Rhode-Ifland) in the cafe of 
6eir charter, did not ftand a law fuit at home, as did 
Maflachufetts-Bay, but tacitly dropt their charter or ju- 
rildiftion, and upon the happy revolution tacitly reaf- 
fumed their jurildidion> which was deemed good, and 
fiibfifts to this day. 

This colony (before a charter granted them, by the 
two diftinft appellations of Hartford .and New-Haven) 
was two of the four affociated colonies of New-England ; 
Old MaflTachufetts and Old Plymouth were the other two; 
the quota of charges of the two Connecticut colonies of 
Hartford and New^Haven was equal to that of the old 
colony of Maflachufetts-Bay. 

As to their wars or rather bickerings with the Canada 
French and their Indians, as alfo with our intermixed In- 
dians in their infurrc6tion3, they were in common with 
Maffachufetts-Bay colony and province; we refer to the 
feftion concerning MaflTachufetts^Bay, What happened 
prior to the Conne6licut royal charter, fee vol. I. p. 
189 ; their Ihare in the reducing of Port-Royal, now 

* Oar colonies are of various natures, t. In fome the govern- 
picnt and property are in the crown ; South- Carolina, North Caro- 
lina excepting the property of the earl of Granvile's One eighth Iharc ; 
Virginia, excepting the property of the north neck which belongs 
^ lord Fairfax ; New-York, New-Hamp(hire, Nova-Scotia ; and 
Newfoundland. 2. In fome, both government and property arc in 
the proprietaries, Maryland, and Penfylvania. 3. In fome, the go* 
^eminent and property is in the reprefentatives of the people, Con- 
i^ticut and Rhode-Ifland. 4. In others, the government is in the ' 
^, but the property is in the reprefentatives of the people, as in 
''aflachufects-Bay. ; . Government in the king, and property in a 
c^f^in body of propri<tQr», as in New-Jerfics» 6. Georgia may be 
Wd not di|;^fted. ' 
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Annapolis, 17 10, fee vol. I. p. 308 ; their (hare in the 
iham expedition 1711 (the nation was at that timc< 
and by management, frequently the dupe of the mi- 
niftry) againft Canada, fee vol. I. p. 312 ; their quota 
in that unaccountably rafli, but by divine providence ex- 
traordinary fuccefsful, expedition againft Louifbourg of 
Cape-Breton, fee vol. I. p. 350 ; the affair of the pro- 
jedled but abortive expedition 1 746 againft Canada, fee 
vol. L p. 315- 

Abftraft of the Connefticut charter. 
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" Connefticut colony was incorporated, April 2J, 
1662, by charter of K. Charles II. from the humble 
petition of 1 9 gentlemen principal proprietors in faii 
" colony, partly by purchafe for valuable confiderations^ 
** and partly gained by a conqucft ; and living remote 
** from other Englrfh plantations ; thefe gentlemen*^ 
" names are — John Winthrop, Henry Clarke, Nathaa 
Gold, Henry Wolcott, John Ogden, John Clarke, 
John Mafon, Matthew Allyn, Richard Treat, John 
*' Talcott, Thomas Welles, Anthony Hawkins, Samuel 
." Willis, John Tapping, Richard Lord, Daniel Clarke, 
*' Obadiah Brown, John Deming, Matthew Chamficld, 
" with all others who fhall be made free of the company, 
*' are incorporated by the name of the governor and- 
" company of the English colony of Connecticut 
*' IN New-England in America, with perpetual fuc — 
*' ceffion, to purchafe land and chatties, and them to 
*' leafe or alien as corporations in England may do, mtt^ 
«* a common fg^l ; and there ftiall be eled^ed out of th^ 
*' freemen one governor, one deputy governor, and 
*' twelve affiftants, viz, the firft governor John Wia- 
** throp, firft deputy governor John Mafon, the firft 
** twelve affiftants Samuel Willis, Matthew Allyn, Na- 
/' than Gold, Henry Clarke, Richard Treat, John Ogden, 
•' John Tapping, John Talcott, 1 homas Welles, Henry 
*' Wolcott, Richard Lord, and Daniel Clarke ; thego- 
" vernor may at any time call an affembly •, to have ivro 
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*^ annual aflemblies, viz. fecond Thurfday in Oftober, 
"and fecond Thurfday of May. to confift of the affif- 
" tants and deputies, not exceeding two from one place, 
chofen by the freemen of each place to be a general af- 
fembly, whereof the governor and deputy governor, 
** and fix of the afliftants at leaft to be feven ; this gene- 
** rai aflembly may change the times of their meeting and 
** deftions, to admit freemen, and conftitute fuch ofii- 
** cers as they fliould think fit •, and' once every year on 
** the fecond Thurfday of May, the governor, deputy 
'* governor, afliftants^ and other officers, fliall be in faid 
'* general court newly chofen for the year enfuing, and 
** to take 'their relpeftive corporal oaths for the due per- 
** formance of their offices before two affiftants -, the firft 
^* nominated governor to take his oath before a matter in 
'* chancery. The inhabitants to have a power to import 
** inhabitants and goods into the colony, paying the 
** ufual duties. All our fubjefts inhabitants born there, 
or at fea, coming to or going from thence, to be deem- 
ed natural-born fubjedts. The general aflTembly to 
ereft judicatories, and to make reafonable . laws, not 
contrary to thi laws of England, and to fettle forms of 
** magiftracy and magiftrates, and to impofe lawful fines 
and other penalties ; and in general, that our faid peo- 
ple may be fo religioufly, peaceably, and civilly go- 
** verned ; as their good life and orderly converfation, 
'* may win and invite the natives of the country to the 
*' knowledge and obedience of the only true God and. 
** faviour of mankind ; this with *' the adventurers free 
** profefllon," is the only and principal end of this plan- 
tation. A power martial to raife forces for their own 
** defence to kill or otherways deftroy by^all fitting ways 
** any who attempt the detriment of - the colony, and 
" upon occafionto ufelaw martial ; and upon juft caufes 
" to invade and deftroy the natives or other enemies 
** of faid colony. Liberty is referved to all his majefty's 
" fubjedts to fifti, to build wharfs and ftages upon wafte 

M 3 *♦ lands— 
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lands — This colony is bounded call by the Narraganfet 
river, commonly called Narraganfet-Bay, where the 
faid river falleth into the fea ; and on the north by the 
line of the MafTachufetts plantation, and on the fouth 
by the fea ; and from the faid Narraganfet-Bay on the 
eaft to the South-Sea on the weft part. To be hokka 
in frv^e and common foccage as of our mannor of Eaft* 
Greenwich, paying only the4fifth part of all the Ore of 
gold ana filver that may be difcovered there. 

** By writof privy-feal, Howard.'* 

Their prefent enading ftile is, *.^ Be it enafted by tha 
governor, council and reprefentatives, in general court 
affembled, and by the authority of the fame." 

The prefent counties and towns are, 
Hartford county. * Norfolk 



Hartford 

Windfor 

Weathersfield 

Middletown 

Farmington 

Symfbury 

Haddam 

Eaft-Haddam 

Golchefter 

Hebron 

Glaffenbury 

Bolton 

Willington 

* Stafford 
Toland 
Litchfield 

*- Harwinton 

* Hartland 

* Winchefter 

'm New- Hartford 
m Torrington 
Bark-Hampfted 
4» Colebrook 
Gofhcn 



* Cornwall 

* Canaan 
♦Kent 

New- Haven county, 
Milford 
Guilford 
Brentford 
Wallingford 
Darby 
Waterbury 
New-Milford 
Durham 

* Sharon 

* Salifbbry 

New- London county. 
New- London 
Norwich 
Saybrook 
Stonington 

Killingworth 
Lyme 
Groton 
Pi^efton 

Fai^ 
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lELD county. 


Lebanoii 





Plainfidd 




Canterbury 




Mansfield 




Coventry 


1 


Pomfret 


f . 


* Morthlake 




KilHngley 


n 


Afliford 


t 


VQlentown . 


irfield 


* Union 


HAM county. 


Being in all about a hun- 




dred reprefentatives. 



:ownfhip fends two rcprtfentatives excepting 
ced * which are new or poor townfhips, pay m> 
tes, and confequently lend no reprefentatives 
era! aflembly or Icg^flature : Haddam and Eafll 
fend only one reprelentatiye each. 
:emen of each town fhuil in September fheet 
reprefentatives for the genetal aflembly, and 
rfons in nomination for the next May general 

In April the twelve alfiftants to be chbfeh bjf 
;n of each town out of the twenty nommateq 
o be fent fealed up" to tlie general aflembhr, 
votes for the governor, diepiity governor, fei 
d treafufer ; as alfo votes for thfe feprefenta- 
the May aflembly called prpxi^es, returned by 
ble of each town. 

nftants and the reprefentatives are paid out gf 
T treafury. 
ily two general courts, the firft at Hartford^ 

court of eleftion, fecond Thurfday in May, 
; freemen Ihall ele6l a governor, deputy go* 
welve afliftants, treafurer and fecretary, the 
New-Haven fecond Thurfday in Oftober : in 
ral court fhall confift the power of niakihg 
nting levies, difpofing of colony land.s, ere£l- 
dxatories and officers, granting releafc in cri- 

M 4 mVcvaX 
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minal or capital cafes, diflblving and proroguing of 
themfelves. The governor, deputy governor, or ft- 
cretary may call a general court upon emergencies. No 
member of the general court during its fcflions, to be 
arretted, except for treafon or felony. Every town 
may fend one or two deputies. Previous to all other 
bufinefs, the houfe of t-eprefentatives or deputies arc 
to chufe a fpeaker and clerk. They are the only judges 
concerning their own elciMon. Every day's abfencc, 
fine IDS. to be paid to the colony treafurer. In an 
equivote the governor in the upper houfe, and fpeaker 
in the lower houfe, fhall have a calling vote. 

' Courts of judicature. 
All cafes exceeding the value of 40s. fhall be deter- 
mined by a jury of twelve men in common law. 

Annually in January at a town -meeting there fhall 
be chofcn jury-men to fervc in the feveral courts, qua- 
lification 50s. at leafl: freehold rated in the general lift ; 
the names of the jury^men fo chofen fhall be put in a 
box with a lock, and when any number of jury-mcn 
are fummoncd to fervc at any court, the town confta- 
ble fhall at random draw fo many out of the box, as is 
required from that town ; any juror fo drawn, but not 
appearing at the court, penalty los. and deficiencies 
in juries to be filled de talibus circumftantibus. The 
number of jury-men to be annually chofen in each 
town. 

New-Haven county. 
New-Haven 20 

Milford 12 

Wallingford J 5 

Brentford lO 

Guilford 12 

Durham ^ 

Darby 6 

Water bury 



InHARTFORi^' coHnty. 
Hartford 20 

Wethersfield 20 

Windfor zo 

Farmington zo 

Middletown 20 

Symfbury 1 2 

Glaficnbury 10 

Hebron JO 

.1 — 

i3« 
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New-Lomdon county. 



New-London 

Norwich 

Prefton 

Stonington 

Groton 

Lyme 

Saybrook 

Kiliingworth 



15 
15 



120 



F/ iRPiELD county. 
Fairfield 20 

Stratford 20 

N'orwalk 20 

Stanford 1 2 

Dajibury 1 2 



V 

New-Town 


12 


Ridgefield 


6 


Greenwich 


10 


• 


112 


Windham 


county. 


Windham 


12 


Lebanon 


la 


Coventry 


12 


Plainfield 


xa 


Canterbury 


12 


Pomfret 


12 


Volentown 


12 


Afliford 


12 


Mansfield 


12 



X08 



N. B- Icannot account, why Hadham and Eaft-Had- 
lam, Colchefter, Bolton, Willington,Toland, andLitch- 
idd in the county of Hartford; New-Milford, and Dur- 
lam in the county of New-Haven 5 Woodbury in the 
:ounty of Fairfield; and Killingley in the county of 
iVindiham, who fend reprcfentatives to the general court 
)r affembly, do not fend jurors to the courts below. 

All judges and juftices are appointed by the general 
iflembly, and commiffioned by the governor with the 
3rovince feal ; the governor, deputy governor, and af* 
lilikants, are juftices ex officio^ 

As to the courts, where though the cafe may be of 
confiderable value, no jury is required 5 there is 

1 . The court of probates. 

2. Court of vice-admiralty are the fame officers as for 
New-York. 

3. Jufticiairy court of admiralty 5 fome of the judges 
ire from New* York. 

There 
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There (hall be a fupcrior court of judicature, ambu- 
htory from county to county \ this court to confift of 
one chief judge and four other judges (whereof three a 
quorum) and fhall have cognizance of all pleas of the 
crown that relate to life, limb, or baniihmeixt ; of 
divorce; of all pleas, real, perfonal, ormixt; the fame 
to try by a jury or otherways, proceed to judgment, and 
lEward execution. This court to be held in each cotmtf 
twice annually. The chief judge, or in his abfence, 
any three of the judges, may call a fpecial court upon ex- 
traordinary occafiuns. Any one judge may open and 
adjourn the court,' and where no judge prefents, the 
ftcrifF may adjourn the court to next day. The jiidges 
to appoint and fwcar their own clerk. 

An inferior coUrt of judicature to be held in etdi 
county twice a year, by a judge with two or more 
juftices of the quorum commiflioned for that pur|x>fe •, 
to determine by a jury or otherways all civil caitfes, red, 
perfonal, or mixt, as alio all criminal matters, not ex- 
tending to life, limb, banifliment, or divorce. Have 
, power to levy a county tax. 

A fpecial county court may be called upon arty «t- 
traordinary occafion, and may adjourn themfclves to anf 
diftant time, to appoint and fwear their owh clerks and 
county treaforer. Every chief judgie or prefident, or 
moderator in any civil court,, fliall have a calling, vote. 

A court of probate confifting of one judge and a 
clerk by him to be appointed, to be held in each 6f the 
following diftrifts, called the diftriit of Hartford^ New- 
haven. New- London, Fairfield, Windham, Plainfield^ 
Xjruilford, Woodbury, Stanford, Eaft-Hadham, Litch- 
• ftcld, Danbury, and Norwich. In difficult cafes may 
call in two or three juftices of the quorum. Any perfoa 
aggrieved may appeal and review to the next fuperior 
i:ourt of the county. 

The judges of probates to enquire after all efcheacs^ 
^nd give notice to the colony treafurcr, who is to make 
(ale by publick vendue of all efcheats for the benefit 

of 
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pf the colony 5 but if tfterward any juft title of an heir 
a^ppear^ it fhall upon realbnablc terms i^e reftored. 

Executors after two months probate, needing to 
fcgifter an inventory of the deceafed's eftate, Ihall forfeit 
5I. per month. Executors refufing to accept, admini- 
flration fhall be granted to the next of kin, or principal 
creditors. Executors negleding to prove a will atter 
30 days, fhall forfeit 5 1, per month. Adminiflration 
upon inteflate eflates, to the widow or next of kin, at;» 
tfie difcretion of the judge of probates. The diflribution 
of inteflate eflates to be, ' one third of the perfonal eftate 
to the widow for ever, and her dower ef one third of 
the real cflate for lifcj the remainder to be equally di- 
vided among the children, but the eldefl: fon to have 
a double fhare } and if all daughters, they fhall inherit 
as copartners-, the divifion of the eflate to be by three 
fufEcient freeholders upon oath appointed by the judge 
pf probates. Tha portion of any child dying before of 
age or married, fhall be divided among the furvivors. 
No reprefentatives to be admitted among collaterals 
after brothers and fiflers children. Where no legal rc- 
pl^ntatives, the widow fhall be allowed one moiety of 
the perfonal eftate fpr ever, and one third of real eftate 
for fife. All fales of lai>ds made by gdminiftrators fhall 

be vpi^i/ 

Maqriages, No perfbn to be married unlefs pubf 
^fhed in fome congregation, or publickly pofted up 
dght days before fuch marriage, No perfon to join 
people in marriage, befides a juftice in the county or 
jia ordained minifter of the parifh where the parties 
dwell. Any juftice or minifter nxarrying perfons 
"without publication, and certificate of the conlent of 
the parents or guardians, penalty 20 1. 'Any man en- 
(Jeavouring to obtain the affedions of a maid, without 
liberty of courtfliip from the parents or guardians, for 
Ac fijft offence 51. &c. Degrees of kindred forbid- 
den marriage, are according to the levitical law, and 
i\^ linarriages ar^ declared to be null and void, and to 

. fit 
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fit upon the gallows with a rope about their neck, and 
ftripes not exceeding forty, and to wear the letter I on 
their arm or back. If any perfons within faid degrees 
do mawry or cohabit, or perfons cohabiting after divorce; 
penalty as adultery •, excepting cafes of abfence, as the 
law direfts, where the fuperior court may grant liberty 
to marry again. 

A man found abed with another man*s wife, both 
to be whipt not exceeding 30 ftripes. Men or women 
wearing contrary apparels, fine not exceeding five 
pound. 

The age of confent for marriage is to the man 14 
jBt. to the woman 1 2 set. No perfon unmarried fhall 
keep houfe of himfelf, without confent of the town, 
penalty 20s. per week. Contracts of perfons under 
parents, guardians, or matters, are not valid. The feleft- 
men, and overfeers of the poor, with the aflfent of the 
nextjuftices, may bind out poor idle children, boys to 
2 1 set. girls to 1 8 jet. 

The dower for widows where no jointure was made 
before marriage, is one third of the perfonal eftate with- 
out limitation, and one third of the income of the real 
eftate for life, but to keep it in good repair. 

All perfons of right underftanding set. 21 or up- 
wards, though excommunicated ; by deed or wiU if 17 
set. and upwards, may difpofe of perfonal eftate. The 
age for chufing of guardians ihall be 14 set. for males, 
and 1 2 set. for females. 

Where parents or matters negleft children under their 
care, the leleft-men may bind them out, boys to 21 aet. 
girls to 1 8 set. 

Ideots, impotent and dittrafted, fhall be under the 
direftion of the county courts, to be provided for by 
the following degrees of kindred -, father or mother, 
grand-father or grand- mother, children or grand-chil- 
dren, if able. The eftates of fuch (if any) by a proper 
order may be fold for their maintenance. Where no 
fufficient relations or ettate does appear, they fhall be 

fop- 
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Eapported at the tharge of the town where they live. 
Tjie fele6t-men are to appoint them guardians* 

Idle perfbns and druiakards, by warrant to be brought 
before a juftice ; the goods of fuch perfons fhall be un- 
der the management of the feleil-men, who may fell 
all or part (not real, without an order of the general 
aflembly) of their eftates, and on deficiency, difpofe of 
their peribn to fervice for a certain time, to pay their juft 
debts. May appeal from the feleft-men to the county 
court. All fuch perfons are difabled from making of 
contradts. 

In this colony is no particular court of chancery ; in 
ibme cafes the general court adt as a court of chancery 
or equity. 

Judiciary courts of oyer and terminer, called aflizes 
and general goal delivery, is the fame with the fuperior 
court. 

The court of vice-admiralty, the fame judge and 
other officers of that court, which ferve for the pro- 
vince ot New- York, ferve alfo for the colony of Con- 
nc6hcut. 

The jufticiary court of admiralty for trial of crimes 
committed at fea confifls of judges, fome from the colony 
of Connefticut, and fome from the province of New- 
York, purfuant to the inftrudtions from home. 

A jultice may determine in any cafe not exceeding 40s. 
if land is not concerned ; if the judges find that the jury^ 
have not attended to the evidence, they may caufe them 
to return to a fecond and third confideration, but no more. 
The judges to determine in cafes of law, where the jury 
brings in a non liquet or fpecial verdid, viz. *' if the 
law be fo in fuch a point, then we find for the plaintiff, 
but if the law be otherways, then we find for the de- 
fendant." May appeal from a juftice to the county court, 
and from thence may review to the next county court, 
or appeal to the next fuperior court j from the review 
to the fecond county court, may appeal to the next 
fuperior court, but without any review in the fuperior 

Court i 
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court ; but if from the firft county court he appeal td 
the fuperior court, he is admitted to review in the next 
fuperior court. In a debt upon bond, bill, or note, for 
a value not exceeding 40s. no appeal to be allowed, and 
if not exceeding lol. no appeal is allowed from a counQf 
court. 

No appeals are allowed to the king in council. Some 
have gone home by way of complaint at a confiderable 
charge, but no relief, excepting in the cafe of John 
Winthrop, Efq; who procured a declaration o( the 
king in council, " That their law concerning dividing' 
land inheritance of an inteftate was contrary to the law 
of England, and void :" but in fubfequent caies thi» 
colony have no regard to the declaration. 

The general affembly hear writs of error againft 
proceedings of the fuperior court •, and in fome inftances 
aft as a court of chancery. 

Where any other court exceeds their jurifdiftion, the 
judges of the fuperior court may grant a prohibition 
with the fame power, as the king*s bench in England. 

Sheriffs to be appointed by the governor and council 
called afliftants, giving fecurity ; in cafe of riots or great 
oppofitions in his office, may raife the militia of the 
county, and to be under his command. 

Each county appoints one king's attorney. 

In cafes of account, the court may appoint three 
auditors. 

In cafes of abatement of a writ, the plaintiff upon 
his paying to the defendant his cofts to that time, rriay 
amend the defedl and proceed. No writ fliall abate for a 
circumftantial ipiA^ke. 

In all aftions before a judice, fix days warning is re- 
quired ; before a county or fuperior court, twelve days. 

Any defendant upon default, paying down to the ad- 
verfe party cofts, may be admitted to the tryal. •. 

All titles of lands to be tried in the county whert flic" 
laud lies. 

No perfon to be kept . in prifon, where fufficient eftate 
■ ' does 



Of CONNECTICVT. 1 75 

does aj^ar ; where no eftate appears, the debtor (hall 
latisfy the debt by fervic«. 

Fees. For attending the general court, per diem, to 
an affiftant 6 s. to a repreientative 4 s. and 4d. per mile, 
Uraveiling outi chief jullice of fuperior court :.2s; af- 
fiftant judges 9 s ; county courts chief judge 7 s ; jufticcs 
of the quorum 5s; licence to a tavern keeper 3 s ; ac- 
knowledging any inftrument 6d ; to the fecretary for 
the colony feal is-, to the general aflembly for every 
petition 1 1 : attofnies fees, fuperior court 8 s ; interior 
or county court 4 s ; goalers fees, commitment and diC- 
charge 2s; tor dieting each prifoner per week 2s; to a 
cx>unty furveyor of lands and for his horfe, befides ex- 
pences, 4 s. per diem. N. B. Thefe fees feem to be in 
bills of the emilTion equal to three and half old ten. of 
New-England common currency. 

Publick houfes of entertainment for each town to 
be nominated in January annually by the magiftrates, 
leledi-men, conftables and grand jury-men, be approved 
af by the next county court, and licenled by them : 
the houfe-keeper now to fuffer jfons not' of age, or fer- 
trants, to fit tipling, fine 6 s ; ftrangers and foreigners 
excepted : none to keep company in publick houfes 
evening next following the Lord's day, or days of faft i 
my perfon found in a tavern (fome exceptions) the 
light before and the night after the Lord's day, or 
ifiter nine o'clock in any other night, fine 3 s*, by a 
fpecial warrant, houfes may be broke open in fearching 
ifter perfons in taverns ; inhabitants not to fit in a 
tavern drinking above one hour at a time, excepting 
upon extraordinary occafions, fine 6sij;^vern hunters 
to be polled up at the tavern doors v^ a prohibition 
of entertaining them upon penalty of 3I; no tavern- 
keeper to bring an a<5lion for drink, fold after two 
days '^ none but licenfed houfes to fell ftrong liquor 
in quantities exceeding one quart of wine or fpirits, 
or one gallon of any other liquor, fine 3 1. firft ofience, 
^i. fecond offence, and fo doubled every offenee 5 if not 

able 
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able to pay, to be whipt not \e& than i o, and not ex-^ 
cceding 1 5 ftripes every offence. 

In Connefticut (and all over New-England every con* 
ftituted *townfhip is a corporation ^ the qualification 
for a voter or trecman is 21 aet. and upwards, with a 
freehold rated in the common lift at ^o s. or perfonal 
eftate rated at 40 1. befides his poll or perlon. Townlhip 
meetings or aflemblies may make prudential laws or or- 
ders, penalty of tranfgreffion not to exceed 20 s. Town- 
lhip officers to be chofen annually in December, viz. 
fcledt-men not exceeding feven, lifters (afTeflbrs) not 
exceeding nine, &c. all eledtions to be by a major part 
of the qualified voters. Town clerks to regifter mar- 
riages, births, and burials. 

No perfon to be admitted an inhabitant of a town, 
but by confentof the feledt-men ; no ftranger to refide 
exceeding— ^ays without liberty from the feled:-men, 
and the entertainer finable. A ftranger continuing after 
being warned out, fine los, per week, or whipt not 
exceeding ten Ibipes. One year's, refidence qualifies a 
perfon for an inhaoitant. A ftranger entertained above 
lour days, the entertainer fhall be at the charge if taken 
fick. Vagrants to be ordered from conftable to con- 
ftable back to the place they came from ; if they return, 
fliall be toties quoties whipi not exceeding ten ftripes. 
. Annually firft Monday of March the proprietorfhips 
not conftituted into townfliips, are to meet and chufc 
a moderator, clerk, treafurer, and a committee to ma- 
nage affairs in the ftitervals of their general meetings. 
By a major vote computed by intereft they are to be 
chofen, and may levy taxes as may be needed. Suffi- 
cient partition fences to be five toot if rails or wooden 
fences, ftone fence four feet high ; or hedges, brooks, 
ditches, creeks, rivers, in the judgment of the fence- 
viewers, equivalent thereto. No perfon to feed his cat- 
tle in hist neighbour's land, as if common field, without 
leave, from loth April to 10th October. 
'. ' , Taxes 
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Taxes confift in the articles of rates, impoft, and esS 
cife. 

Rates comprehend the poll-tax Every perfon an^ 
nually, at or before September lo, to give in a lift of his 
polls and rateable eftate : thofe lifts to be returned to the 
general court in Oftober :- perfons to be four^folded who 
Jeave out part of their eftate, or who give in no eftate ; 
the lifters may relieve people overcharged, may appeal 

to a jufticc and to the fekft-men of the town. Evei^y 

male perfon from fixteen to feventy set. to be fet in the 
lift at 1 8 1. (governor^ deputy governor, afliftants, mi- 
nifters of the gofpel, prefident and tutors of the colle- 
giate fchool, .ftudcnts there, fchool-mafters and infirm 
perfons are excufcd) every ox at 4 1 ; each fteer, cow, or 
heifer of three years and upwards at 3 1 ; fteer or heifer 
of two years at 40 s ; each fteer pr heifer of one year 20 s. 
Each horfe or mare of three years old and upwards at 3 h 
of two years old 40 s. of one year old 20 s. Every 
fwine one year old and upwards 20 s. Each dwelling- 
boufe with adjoining land 20 s. per acre 5 plow and mow- 
ing land in fome counties 15 s. in others 10 s. in others 
7 s. 6 d. per acre ; boggy' mowing meadow land 5 s. per 
acre ; all upland pafture or mowing 8 s. per acre. Pe- 
culiars to be afleflcd by the neareft town. Veffels at 15 s.- 
per tun. The prefident of Yale college, and all minifters 
of the gofpel, their eftates in the towns where they live- 
arc exempted. All allowed attornies at the law, 50 ]. 
their faculty ; and others higher in proportion to their 
bufinefs. AH traders, &c. to be rated for their faculties 
at the difcrction of the lifters. 

Rates. In our American colonies, in' aflefling of 
rates, real eftate is generally valued at feven years in- 
come, which is favourable. In Great-Britain lands arc * 
fold at twenty to thirty years purchafe. 

In Connedicut i d. rate, produces 4000 1. to 5000 1. 
currency. * ' ^ 

Impost. There is a high duty upon the exportation^ 
of all timber and kmber to the neighbouring govern- 
•j^l Vol. li. N meats 
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Jmcnts of Maflkchufcttjs, New- York, Rhode- Ifland, and 
New-Ham pfliire 5 this is defigned in lieu of a prohibi- 
tion, that after fome years the colony may not be deffi- 
tutc of thofe materials. The impoft upon riim is per 
gallon I d. if imported diredly from the Weft Indies or 
fugar iflands, and 2 d. from all other parts i a drawback 
is allowed upon its exportation. 

All foreign trading vefTels not owned in the colony at 

Rearing, to pay powder money to the naval 

pfficer. 

The governor with advice of the council, upon oc- 
cafion, by proclan^ation may for a time prohibit die 
exportation pf grain and other provifions ; delinquents 
forfeit thefe goods by an order obtained from a fpedal 
qoqnty court. 

Excise 3 d. per gallon on all wine and diftilled li« 
quors ; this is applied to defray county charges. The 
county courts to appoint receivers of the excife, fees 2 s. 
in the pound. Receivers may agree with the publick 
houfes. by the year. 

The adl regulating maritime affairs extend from 
g. 147 to p. 15Z, in twenty -fevcn feftions in their law 
book ; does not contain any thing peculiar. 

By the aft for forming and regulating the militia. The 
governor to be captain general, the deputy governor 
lieutenant general : the military companies of the feverai 
tpwnlhips to b^ formed into 1 3 regiments of foot, and 
to each regiment of foot, one troop of horfe of 64 men, 
officers included. The field officers bf each regiment, 
colonel, lieutenant colonel, and major, to be appointed 
by the general affcmbly, and commiffioned by the go- 
vernor. Once in four years to be called together for 
regimental exercifc. All male perfons from 16 to 50 
a^t. to attend military muders, excepting Indians and 
negroes, fecretary, juftices, church officers, members of' 
the collegiate fchool, allowed phyficians and furgeons, 
rcprefentatives, fchool-mafters, attornies at law, a millef 

to 
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to tach gfift mill, ferry men, conftant hiSrdfmen, con- 
ftatit mariners^ (heriffs^ conftablesi and impottoc perfons. 
All militia lifted foldiers to be provided, befides^ his ac- 
coutrements, with one pound Of eood powder, four 
pound of bullets, and twelve flints, in each company of 
64 foldiers befides officers, there Ihall be a capft. a iieut. 
ind four fefjcants j where 32 foldiers, there fhalf be a 
Beut. enfign, and two ferjeants 5 where but 24 foldiers 
there (hall be two ferjcants. The companies to be train- 
fed four times a year, every foldier for not appearance 
»pay 3s. 

The arms and ammunition of all perfons in the go* 
vernment to be viewed on the firft Monday of May an^ 
lilially. Each trooping horfe. freed from rates and im- 
prelles. Diforders on training days, may be punifhed 
by laying neck and heel, riding the wooden horfe^ 
5r 158. The fines to be applied for colours^ drum- 
mers, halberts, banners, trumpets, trumpeters, and 
other charges of the company. The colony to pror 
rtdc a magazine of powder and (hot, and the feleft- 
men of each town to provide military (tores for their 
towns. 

The felcft men may appoint Watches and wards ia 
their feveral towns. 

Any perfons may form thcmfelves into artillery com* 
panics fo called, for promoting of military exercifes* 
-Deferters from the king's fervice fea or land, fine 20 1* 
ittd half a year's imprifonment* 

The training militia of this colony may c6nn(t of 
about 15,000 men, 1740^^ at a great ftruggle in the 
dedion oi ^ governor, there were about 4000 freemen 
voters. 4* 

No 

, .4. Tn tbe honk at reptefentatlveft of MaiTachufttts^Btx^ in their 
i<JVrnal Jaae 3, 1 748, they declare chat Connedicut h two thirds as 
^ (meaaing in perfons and eftates, bat not in extent of tenitor^, 
Hymottth and province of Main included) as the province of Maila- 
tHoim^.Bay. With fubmiflion, I find Connedkat nOc half fo bie in 
^ttbers and eibtcs m A'iafi'achafetts-Bay. At tisMl by the prudent 
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No imprefles of perfons or cattle, but by warrant, 
with a reafonable allowance for fervice, and for damages 
if any happen. 

Their produce, manufadures, trade and navigation. 

Connefticut ufcs fcarce any foreign trade ; lately they 
fend fome fmall craft to the Weft-India iflands; they 
vent their produce in the neighbouring continent colo- 
nies, viz. wheat, Indian corn, beaver, pork, butter, 
horfes, and flax. For fome years they have been en- 
deavouring to raife hemp and flax; flax- may fuccecd, 
but hemp feems to require a ftronger foil and wanner 
climate, it thrives better further fouth, as in Penfylva- 
nia ; that from the northern parts, does not drels fo 

adminiilration of the jurifdidion of Conneflicut colony* their taxes 
were only 4000 1. to 5000 1. currency per ann. whereas the polls 
and rates of the MafTachufetts-Bay, were at the fame time per ann. 
about 400,000 currency. 

1742, by the valuation on Maflachufetts-Bay were 41^000 white 
males taxable for polls ; allowing for concealments they may be efti- 
mated at 50,000 fencibles ; which multiplied by 4 according to Dr. 
Halley's rules, makes 200,000, men, women, and children ; and 
in Connedicut about 100,000 people. In general the neareft citi- 
mate that can be made of the people in New-England, is 

Maffachufetts-Bay 200,000 

Connedicut 100,000 

Rhode-Ifland 30,000 

New>Hamp(hire 24,000 

354,000 

One fourth part of thefe are 90,00 fencible men, one fifth is 70,000 
fencible marching men, fufficient to fwallow up the French of Ca- 
nada, and Cape- Breton iHands at a few meals or encounters. 

In political ballances, the number of inhabitants is a grand article. 
In Great-Britain and Ireland are about 10 millons of people, in France 
sibout double that number, in Spain about five millions, according to 
the duke de Riperda's eiiimate, in the feven United provinces caSed 
Holland, about three millions ; but the produce of trade called mO' 
ney, fometimes implies the inferiority of fencible men, thus the ge- 
neral ballance of trade being in favour of Holland, it becomes m^ 
center of exchange for all Europe. 

kindly^ 
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kindly, nor whiten fo well. The Rnffia hemp exported 
from the northern parts of Archangel, Narva, Revel, and 
Riga, is brought down from the fouthem parts of Ruflia, 

Wool, hemp, flax, and iron^ are the general materials 
of all our manufaftures. The raifing and manufafturing 
of hemp, flax, or any other herba into cordage, cauras, 
and other linen, is a general and great advantage without 
any detriment to our mother country -, it may be fome 
disadvantage to our traders to RuflTia, Germany, and 
Holland -, but private lucration ought to give way to a 
publick good. The linen bufinefs employs variety of 
people, pulling the flax, watering of it, breaking, fwing- 
ling, hackling, fpinning, weaving, &c. 

Some years fince, the government of Connefticut 
cftablilhed a corporation for commerce, called the New- 
London fociety ; but in the fraudulent humour of thefe 
times, contrary to the defign of their inftitution, they 
loon began to manufadure printed fociety notes to be 
impofed as a currency : the government in their wonted 
prudence declared it a nufancej thefe bills were for- 
bid a currency, and called in at the charge of the fo- 
ciety. 

In all countries the inhabitants may be reduced to 
three claflTes, i. Villinage or coatters. 2. Yeomanry or 
farmers who improve their own freeholds ; and 3. Gen- 
try who live by the rents of their eflates farmed to 
others ; the fecond fort is generally our cafe. 

Irifli potatoes or folanum efculentum tuberofum,C.B,P. 
is much planted in New-England, thrives well, and is of 
good ufe ; varieties here, are the rough coat, red coat, flat 
white, and long white : my tafte prefers the rough coat. 

♦ There is copper ore in Simlbury hills, about a dozen 

miles • 

• I Icarnf d from Mr. Baden, as was hinted before, an ingenious mi- 

Bcr and eflayer lent frbm London a few years fince by a company of 
ecndemen, to explore New-England for metallick ores and minerals 1 
nc foand, i. Bog and rock iron ore plenty, but not profitable, 
2* Some lead ore, bat fo intermixed with rock and ipar/ as not to 

N 3 vaxvx 
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miles weft of Conne<5Hcut river ; it has been wrought^ 
but did not turn to account ; at prcfent it lies dormant. 

For their wheat and Indian corn •, fee clfcwberet 9t 
alfo tor their merchantable fait pork. 

Ship building and flaves are their chief lumber expon, 

f Wool not fuificient for the houfe confumption of 
the colony. 

A very confidcrablc produce in the colony of ConnefU- 
cjDt is a feminary of learning, or fchola illuflris, called i 
collegiate college, and when profefTors in feveral fciencet 

turn CO any account, i . In Simfbory near Conne^cot river» there 
were three different companies wrought for copper ore ; Mr. Belcher 
and Cafwell, they alfo ereded a foielting houfe in Bofton, diofe 
tamed to no account, and the afitiir dropt. 2. Some afTociated mer- 
chants of Bofton, got a leafe of ibme adjacent copper mine lapds, 
they carried it on with vigour, and fent quantities of their ore to 
England, the cbmpany found the fcheme turn to no advantage, aD4 
deiifted. 3. A company of bites, rented fome adjoining lands ; they 
pretended to find iome ihoades, a good fymptom for veins ; they 
put fozne of th^fc pretended rich ihoades aboard of a fmall Boopi 
this (loop perhaps" by contrivance funk in Connedicot river ; the 
owners did not 6&d it advifcable to weigh the ore, left the fallacy of 
tlM? (hoades might be discovered . Schaylers rich copper mines in the 
Jerfies are not much wrought, the owners keep them depoiited as old 
gold There are fome fymptoms of copper ore in Attleboroogh, bat 
. not explored. In Attleborough there is a magnatick iron ore» it 
yields a red (hot iron, not good, (fee voj. I. p. 540.) In Attle- 
Dorough Gore is fome copper ore, but fo intermixed with the iron rock 
ore, as to render both unpi'ofitable. 

Mr. Baden found fome allom Qate or flone ; but no vitriol done or 
pyrites, fuch as is found both fides of river Thames in Englapd, 
along the KentiQi and Effex fliores ; no fait fprings ; we have rudle, 
which ferves to mark iheep, and may ferve as a ground cc^oor for 
priming, as Spanifh brown, and black lead in Brimfield, thefeaie nbt 
metallick ores, but boles or wxfLs ; of okers there ar(: iH>ne of fwy 
value, fome yellow oker. 

In New-England, they do not forge bar iron fufHcient for their 
|iome confumption, by bloomeries and refineries ; they import from 
]£ngland, New York, Jerfies, Penfylvania, and Maryland. 

-f England is always jealous of our exporting fheeps wool to foreign 
piarket, bu| it nuy be depended upon, that our New- England wooL 
is HOC fufEcient for home confumption ; and v/p import many woollens' 
from Great- gricain. Some years iince, but not at prefeut| fprnew^ 
fhi^^cd fro.n Nantucket to France^ very fmali ^uaniiue^.. 

ar 
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!tfe endowed, it will be called an univcrfity ; this plant 
is vigorous and thriving, under the cultivation of the prcr 
ent prefidcnt, the worthy reverend Mr. Clap. 

5ome account of Connefticut college, called Yale college 

in New-Haven. 

Anno 1636, the general aflen^bly of Maflachufetts- 
Bay (fee vol. I. p. 543.) granted fome money towards 
nr£ting a college or collegiate ichool in Cambridge near 
Boflon; the people of Connedticut contributed fome fmall 
(natter ; and after fome years, becaufe of the diftancc 
ind charge, their minifters and fome in civil authority 
prcfented, 5701, a memorial to the general aflembly, 
icfiring that a collegiate fchool might be erefted and en- 
dowed, and propofed 10 minifters of 40 a?t. and up- 
Rrards^ as truftees for ordering the fame ; furvivors to 
fupply vacancies, feven to be a quorum: accordingly 
I charter * for this purpofe was granted Oftober 1701, 
to appoint officers, make laws, but not repugnant to 
the laws of the civil government, to give degrees; 
poflefs lands not exceeding the yearly value of 500 1. 
md other eftate, and to receive yearly out of the pub- 
lick treafury, 100 1. currency f ; Say brook was refolvtd 
upon as a proper place, and the truftees chofe Mr. 
Pierfon minifter of Killingworth for redlor, 4- ^^^ .until 
a place could be fitted lip in Seabrook, the fcholafs were 
to meet at the rcftor's houfe in Killingworth, where they 
continued till the redor's death, 1707. Mr. Hemming- 
way, fince minifter of Eafthaven, was the firft fcholar 
Mid iblus about half a year. Several of the truftees 
gave books out of their own libraries to begin a library 
for the college -, Mr. Lynde of Saybrook gave a boufe 
and land ; major James Fitch of Norwich gave land in 

• This charter was drawn up by Mr. fecretary Addington of Illlaf- 
fachufctts-B?y. 
f Equal at the time to about 'oJ. fterl. 
4. The redor and 10 trullees conilituted the corr oration. 

N 4 Kil- 
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Killingley, which were afterwards, 1730, converted into 
62;£ acres in Salifbury. There was a general contri- 
bution throughout the colony. 

\^, Upon redor Pierfon's death, Mr. Andrews of Milford 
was chofen pro tempore until they could procure a rcfi- 
dent recSlor, and the fenior clafs was removed to Milford, 
the others to Say brook under the care of two tutors; 
they boarded at private houfes, and went to fchool at 
their tutors chambers under the infpedtion of Mr. Buck- 
ingham of Seabrook, one of the truftees, and continued 
in this ftate about feven years -, in this fpace of time fun- 
dry donations of valuabler books v/ere made to the library, 
particularly by Sir John Davie of Groton upon his reco- 
very of the family hopours and eftate in England. The 
gre;4teft. donation of books was from the generofity and 
procurement of Jeremiah Dummer, Efq; agent in Lon- 
don, ann. 1 714, he fent over above 800 volumes of va- 
luable books, whereof about 120 volumes at his own 
coft, and the reft by procurements from Sir ifaac Newton, 
Sir Richard Blackmore, Sir Richard Steel, Dr. Burnet, 
Dr. Woodward, Dr. Halley, Dr. Bentley, Dr. Kennet, Dr. 
Calamy, Dr. Edwards, Mr. Henry, Mr. Whilton,. &c 
governor Yale of the Eaft-India company, fent 300 vo- 
lumes : but a great part of this valuable library was loft 
jn ^, tumult upon the removal of the library trom Sea- 
brook. * 

There were divifions concernirig a fixed fituation for 
the college, and in the n::ean while, 1718, it was agreed 
that the ftudents might go vvheie they faw caufe to be 
inftruded : the greater part went to Wethersfield under 
the inflruftion of Mr. Eliflia W illiams, afterwards rector, 
feme remained at Seabrook under the tuition of Mr. Jtiart 
and Mr. RulTcl. 

1716, the majority of the truftees voted a convenient 
roliegc and redor's houie to be eredcd in New-Haven, 
whicli was effcded accordingly, but with much oppofi- 
tioa and contufion trom the northern anJ caller;i parts 

of 
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©f the colony 5 ♦ the truftecs notwithftanding held 
their firft comipencement at New-Haven in September 

1717. 

The forefaid Elihu Yale,' Efq; an Eaft-India merchant, 
from his correlpondence with Mr. Saltonftal governor 
of Connedicut, bellowed in the whole, lool. fterl. in 
three hundred volumes of book?, and about 400 1. 
fterh in efFcfts, and by will defigned 500I. fterl. n)ore, 
but this was never accomplifhed •, 1 7 1 8 Mr. Durftmer 
fcnt more books value 30 1: ; afjd J^halcal Bremen, Efq; 
of Newport, Rhode-Ifland, gave 50 1. fterl. The college 
building was raifcd Oftober 3, 1717, 170 feet Jong, 21 
feet wide, and three ftories high ; coft about 1030 1. fterl. 
contained above 50 ftudies, betides the hall, library, 
and kitchen. September 12, 1718, there was afplendid 
commencement, and the truftees gave it the name of 
Yale college, and fent a letter of thanks to Mr. Yale for 
his generofity to the colony, and letters of thanks to 
Mr. Dummer, and general Nicholfon, for their donations 
of books. In December following, upon removing of 
the books from Saybrook, th^e happened a tumult^ 
about 250 of the moft valuable books, and fundry papers 
of importance, were conveyed away by unknown hands, 
and never could be recovered. 

17 1 9, the truftees chofe Mr. Cutler, minifter of 
Stratford, to be a refideht reftor, and for his accommo- 
dation a redtor's houfe was built 1 722, coft by fubfcrip- 
tion, 35 1. by impoft upon rum, 115I. and fomc part 
out of Mr. Yale's donations by fale of lands i2ol. and by 
a general .contribution S5 1- 

1722, at doe commencement he declared himfelf to be 
of the church of. England, and defigned for epifcopal 01 - 
ckrs, which by going toEngland he obtained with a D.D. 
^t prefent he is a miflionary in Bofton. The college con.* 

* The alTair was referred to the general aflembly 1717, the upper 
and lower houfe. djiFcred, and the reference dropt. N. B. laft year 
there were fcholars refiding at New-Haven 13; at Wethersfield 14, 
*i Saybrook only 4. 

tinucd 
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tinued without a refidetit reftor four years, the forcfaii 
Mr. Andrews performed this office at thdf commence- 
ments. 

1723, the general aflembly gave to the college an 
additional explanatory charter^ f viz. that a truiM 
might refign at pleafure, that feven truftees Ihould be i 
quorum and to ad by a majority, that a minifter df 3^ 
a^. might be chofen a truftee, ana that the re£tor ihould 
be a truftee ex officio. 

Mr. Daniel Turner of London fent them a coUeftiontif 
valuable books, 28 volumes in phyfick and furgpry ; thi 
college conferred upon him a diploma of M. D. 

1 725, September 29, the truftees chofc Mr. Eliiha 
Williams minifter of Newington parifli in WethersfieH iA 
reftor, and upon giving his confent to the confeffion of 
faith and rules of church difcipline agreed upon by thfr 
churches of the colony of Connefticut, he was inftallcd 
redlor by the truftees -, he reformed the college very 
much, and advanced ufeful and polite literature. 

In Odober, 1732, the general affembly granted td 
the college 1500 acres qf land, being 300 acres in each of 
the new towns of Norfolk, Canaan, Goflien, Comwal, 
and Kent : which after fome years may be valuable. 

1732, the rev. Dr. George Berkley dean of Deny, 
(late) bifhop of Cloyne in Ireland, came over to found an 
epifcopal college in the continent of North- America, or 
the Britilh Weft-India iflands ; he refided fome time at 
Newport of Rhode-Ifland, and purchafed a country 
feat with about 96 acres of land. For certain reafons, 
he gave over his defign of erefting an epifcopal college, 
and returned to England ; although there was fomething 
peculiar in his manner, he was a gentleman of general 
learning, and of a generous difpofition to propagate the 
fame among mankind ; he was a good judge of tht 
world, and of all our colonies and feminaries of learn* 

f It is faid to be drawn up by governor Saltonftal. 
At the firll founding of this college, it was ordered, that where no 
fpecial provifion was made by the tiuftees, the laws of Karvird col- 
lege in the province of Maftachufetts-Bay fhoald be their rule. 
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feg 9 (the epifcopal college o( William(burg*ih Virginia 
not excepted,) he gave the preference to the college of 
Connedicut, a laudable colony ; he gave his farm in 
Rhode-Ifland to this college, the income to be premiums 
fronn time to time for the oeft Greek and Latin fchdars 
in the judgment of the prefidcnt and fenior epifcopal 
millionary of the colony ; this has been hmt incite- 
ment to excel in the clafficks. He gave them a fine 
collc<5tion of books of near looo volumes, whelrof 260 
were folio's, 400 1. fterl. value. Thefe donations were 
made partly out of the dean's owneftate, but principally 
out of the monies put into his hands for founding the 
cpilcopal college. 

Re&or Williams, by reafon of indifpofitions,Oftober 31, 
1739, refigned, returned to his own eftate in Wcthersficld, 
and was employed in a civil and military capacity. The 
reverend, l«rned, worthy, and mathematically ingeni* 
MS Mr. Thomas Clap, minifter of Windham, fucceeded ; 
and in April 1740, gave his afTent to the Seabrook ar« 
tides 1708, of faith and difcipline; he had been 14 
years minifter of Windham, he was inftalled redor : his 
fitft eflay was to form a new body of laws, and to place 
the books of the library in a proper diftinft order, to be 
Bfith facility come at -, this catalogue is printed. 

1742,. the general aflembly augmented the annual 
^aat to the college, whereby they were enabled to fup- 
x>rt three tutors and a redlor, (formerly one tutor carried 
>tt two clafles) the prefident requires confiderable encou- 
ragement, as he is obliged to perform the office of prefi- 
icnt, profeflbr of divinity, profeflbr of mathematicks, 
ind of a tutor in ordinary. 

1744, Anthony Nougier of Fairfield, by will left to 
the college 2 7 1. fterl to be put to intereft. 

The aflembly was petitioned by the truftees, for a 
new and more perfeft charter, whereby the college was 
to be incorporated by the name of the prefident and 
fellows (not truftees) of Yale college in New- Haven. 
This was approved of by the name of an aft for the 

V more 
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more full and compleat eftablifhment of Yale college, &c. 
dated May 9, 1745, it is ordained, i. That -f- Thomas 
Clap, Samuel Whitman, Jared Eliot, Ebenezer Wil- 
Jiams, Jonathan Marfh, Samuel Cooke, Samuel Whit- 
tlefey, Jofeph Noyes, Anthony Stoddard, Benjamin Lord 
and Daniel Wadf worth, are a body corporate and politick 
by the name of the prefident and fellows of Yale col- 
lege in New- Haven, with fucceffion. 2. All former 
donations to this collegiate fchool, though in various 
cxpreflions, are confirmed and vetted in the faid prefident 
and fellows, with fucgcffion. 3. That the forefaid prefi- 
dent and fellows ihall continue during life, or until they 
rcfign, or are difplaced. 4. There fliall be a general 
meeting of the prt^fident and fellows annually fecond 
Wednefday of September, the major vote of the mem- 
bers prefe^nc fhall be definitive ; in cafe of an cquivote, 
the prefideht (hall have a catting vote. 5. The prefident 
and fellows, fix at leaft, concurring, may remove and 
appoint in their room a prefident and fellows, a clerk, a 
treafurer, tutors, profeffors, fteward, and other neceflaiy 
fervants. 6. That the prefident, fellows, tutors, profef- 
fors, and all other officers, before they enter upon the ex- 
ecution of their office, Ihall publickly take the oaths, 
and fubfcribe the declaration appointed, i Georgii I. 7. 
The corporation may appoint trom time to time regula- 
tions not repugnant to the laws. of England or of the co- 
lony, but may be difallowed by the general affembly. 8. 
The corporation may confer degrees as in other col- 
leges. 9. All ettates belonging to the college, (if real, 
not exceeding the value of 500 1. fieri, per ann.) all 
members and refident officers of the college, tutors and 
ftudents, are exempted from rates, military fervice, 

f This Is an ingenious gentleman, mathematically learned; at: 
this time, 1750, contriving fomc compendiums and other improvements, 
in aftronomical calculations. Many of the ftudents (ftudents in college' 
shout 80) are expert in aftronomical calculations, from the (olid goocL 
. tuition and inlradion of the worthy Nlr, Clap, a credit to the co- 
lonv, 

r 
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i^orkingupon the high ways, &c. lo. A grant of lool, 
proclamation money annually during the pleafure of the 
aflembly. 

1745, Philip Livingfton, Efq; of the king's council 
of New- York, as he had four fons educated in this col- 
lege, gave 200 1. currency, to begin a foundation for a 
profeflbr of divinity, to be called Livingftonian profeiBbr 
of divinity. 

1 746, Mr. Samuel Lambert of New-London, merchant 
or dealer, left fome lands to the college, but from fomc 
iotrkacies in his affairs, they turned to no great account, 
excepting about 100 acres in Wallingford, and 62 acres 
ia New-Haven. 

There were a great many fmaller donations from 
time to time, which in a fummary are not to be enu- 
merated, and for the fame reafons I am obliged to omit 
the lifts, from the foundation to this time, of the fuc- 
:eflive reftors or prefidcnts, truftees, trcafurers and 
tutors. 

1748, upon a motion of the prefident, the general 
iflembly ordered a new college to be built at a publick 
colony charge, 100 feet long, and 40 feet wide, S 
rooms on a floor, 3 .ftories high, befides garrets and 
cellars. 

The regulations as to the degrees of batchelors and 
mafters are the fame as in Harvard college of the pro- 
vince of Maflachufetts-Bay, fee vol. II. p. 546. 

This college at New-Haven thrives much ; in Sept. 
17499 there commenced 11 mafters and 23 batchelors; 
at Cambridge in Maffachufetts-Bay, July 1749, there 
commenced only 9 mafters and 22 batchelors, though a 
college of much longer ftanding, and in a large govern- 
ment : at that tijpnc it was obferved by many, that 
every thing in the province of Maflkcliufetts-Bay was 
\jpon the decline, attributed to the late bad civil admini-, 
Itration. 

Mountains 
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' Mountains and Rivers. 

Connecticut is generally broken land, that is^ hills and 
dales, but well watered. Simfbury or the copper mintf 
hills are their higheft lands^ but not fertile^ as it is (aid 
of all metallick ore hills. 

The noted rivers and runs of water in Conne^cuf 
are, i. Thofe which fall into Thames river or New-Lon- 
don long creek. 2. Conne(5ticut river with its branches. 
3. Houfatonick river, with its branches^ which at Strat*' 
ford falls into Long-Ifland found. Paukatuke river whidl 
divides Rhode-Ifland colony fromConnedkicut cok>ny,and 
Byram river which divides Connefticut colony from thcf 
provir\ce of New- York^ are of no confideration. 4 Upon 
the L(Mig-Ifland found is a range of townihips. 

I. Thames river is a long navigable creek of about 
14 miles, the head of it is in Norwich ; this is the 
barcadier for the eafterly parts of Connedbicut, and in 
time may be the principal trading place of the colony ', 
at prefent the townfhip of Norwich pays the higheft tax 
of any townfliip in the colony, and confifts of five 
or fix parilhes. From Connecticut river to the eaftern 
boundary of the colony, is an extraordinary well watered 
country, confiding of two principal rivers and theif- 
branchings, which fall into the bottom of this creek in 
Norwich, thefc two rivers are Satucket and higher Wilem- 
antick, and Quenebaug. Quenebaug rifes in Brimfield^ 
pafles through Sturbridge, and Dudley in the province of 
Maflachufetts-Bay, thence in the colony of Coanedlicut it 
divides Pomfret from Killingley, Canterbury from Plain- 
field, and in Norwich falls into Sakatuke river which dif* 
charges into Thames river or creek : this river from Brim* 
field of Maflachufetts-Bay,initscour(e inThompfonparifli 
of Killingley of Conncfticut receives French river from 
Leicefter and Oxford, and further in Killingley receives five 
mile river, whereof Honeycomb Brook comes from Dou- 
glafs,and Muddy Brook from Woodftock, next Nathomy 

i I brook 
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Qrook from Pomfret, Moufafhop river from Valington, 
Houland*s brook in Canterbury, and many other runs of 
Mrater too minute to be mentioned : Quenebaug river faik 
iatoSatucket river a few miles before it difcharges into the 
£Ud creek. Satucket river where it originates in BrimficH 
is called Willemantick river, and in Stafford of Connedti* 
cut receives feveral fmall runs of water,, it divides Toland 
from Willington, and Coventry from Mansfield ; in Wind- 
ham (where it is called Windham river) it receives in its 
vefiem fide Scagungamog river and Hope river, on its 
wc&cra fide it receives Manchoag river which had re- 
ceived Fenton river, and higher had received in Afhford 
Bigelow river, Still river and Bungea river from Union 
and Woodftock j in Norwich it received Quenebaug river, 

as above. 

» 

2. Conne£Ua!lt river with its branches and townlhips 
upon the river, its branches are enumerated, vol. I. p. 459, 
&c. in the fedtion of Mafi&phufetts-Bay. 

3. Houiatomick, Weftenhock, or Stratford river, fee 
vol. L p. 456. 

4. Upon the Long-Ifland (bund is a delightful and 
printable range of good townihips, the glory of all our 
Aiptrican plantations, Stonington, Groton, New-London, 
Lyme, Saybrook, Killingfwbrth, Guilford, Brentford, 
Nc,w-Haven, Milford, Stratford Fairfield, Norwalk, 
Stamford, and Greenwich. 

As the governors are annually eleftive, that is, very 
variable, I fhall not mention fuch temporary matters j 
only obferve^ that the Winthrop family has for many 
years been the moft noted in New-England : Mr. Win- 
throp was the firft refident governor of Maffachufetts-Bay, 
his fon John Winthrop, Efq; procured the prefent char- 
ier of Connedicut colony, and was their charter or firft 
governor, and afterwards their eleftive governor for 

many 
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many years; this man's fon John was fucccffitrcly go- 
vernor for many years, he died ast. .69, November 27, 
1707, was born in Ipfwich of New-England 16385 
Gurdon Saltonftal, a worthy man, a congregationalift 
preacher, was elefted in his room, and was with good 
content fucceffive governor, cledled for many years till 
death, Odobcr 1724, was fucceeded by Jofeph Talcoti 

Efq; &c. 

Currencies, I refer to the appendix ; at prefent only 
obferve, that the 28,000!. fterl. reimburfement, a^d 
rates of kvtn pence per annum, will cancel all their paper 
currency, in two or three years, f 



* In New-Eogland, we are dill in confufion as tb our paper cnrm- 
cies ; governor Sh — y*s precipitate fcheme of 2 749» has had a bad 
cfFe£t» nothing could be raiher ejjccepting the Cape-Breton expediuon, 
ivhere the chance againfl us was vaftly great, but beyond all hnman 
probability fuccefsful ; the unexpeded intervention of fome Britiih 
men of war under the diredion of Mr. Warren, alleviates the min- 
culoufnefs of the affair ; it pecculated and depopulated New-Englandi 
occafioned near one million fterling 'additional national debt to the 
kingdom of Great-Britain^ and finally was reflored to the French in a 
belter flate than ftatu quo. Perhaps the Ch— do fettlement in No* 
va-Scotia as a barrier againfl the Canada and Cape- Breton French 
with their Indians, at prelent carried on with much vigour, may tarn 
to the fame bad account as G — gia (which God forbid) faid to be a 
barrier againil our fouthern enemies the Spaniards, and their Indians. 
Myileries of flate I do not pretend to explore or explain, quae fcpra 
Xios non ad nos ; the foil adjacent to Ch — do is fo irrecoverably bad, 
it can never be a Plantation ; itmay anfwer as a good filhing village 
or may, as a place of arms, be fupported at a grtat charge : I do not 
fay this was a political amufement, to divert people (by giving thtm 
fomething to play with in their imaginations) from canvaiiing the for* 
render of Cape- Breton without any equivalent to the Britifh nation, 
not fo much as an explicit confirmation of the cefTion of Nova-Scotia» 
or L'Accadie 

That New- England is dill in confufion, appears, i. By the aflem- 
bly of Maifachufetts-Bay being perhaps obliged to dir(>enre with an ad 
of their own, confirmed by the king in council, and to prolong the 
time for cancelling their province bills : the generality of the rc- 
fponfible merehanca of Rhode- Ifland, though they have ahvays decla- 
red againil multiplying of a depreciating currency, in a memorial to 
the gcQcial afTen^bly of Rhode-Ifland^ la; , though the ad December 
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1 ihail here inCttt abfl:ra6b of ib^e of- their U^ys ex- 
rtiplary, natural, plain, and concife, adapted, to 'plan- 

uions*. 

' ^ 

In the late authoritative itvlfal (1750) of their mu^ 
lidpal lawsi the ititrodudory law or ^0:, is, in'ihie 
nanner. of a m^na charta, Iccuring the epneral privi- 
eges of his liiajefty^s fubjefts in the cofony, in thefe 
vords» *^ Be it enafted, &c. that no rtan*s life fliall 
)e -taken away, no maifiV honour or good name (hall ' 
)e(hdned, no man's perfon fhall be an:efted, reltiraiiied,^ 
laniihed, difmembered, or otherwife punifhed ; no man 
hall be deprived of his wife and children ; no man'sr 
Soods or eftate fhall be taken away from him, not any 
^s indamaged under the colour of law, or countenance 
rf authority ; unlefs it be by virtue or equity of fome 
a^prefs law of the rolony warranting the fame, eftablifhed . 
rjr the general court, and fufficiently publifhed. In 
ifif ofdcfedl of fuch laws in any particular cafe, by 
bint clear and plain rule warranted by the word of. 
jod. 
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All his maiefty's fubjefts within this colony, whether 
hey be inhabitants or not, fliall enjoy the fame juftice and 
aw, that is general for the colony, in all cafes proper for 
ivil authority, and courts of judicature in the fame ; 
i0d that without partiality or delay. 

That no man's perfon fliall be refl:rained or imprifoned 

748 of MaflachafeHs-Bay for drawing in their jpnblick bills of credit^ 
if as in a too violent and hafty manner. 2. 'rne colony of .Rhode- ' 
flaod this fpring, 1751, have emitted leoyoool. currency with a 
^retter intereft and to be cancelled after ten years; this is a (lep 
owards -reformation . 

Connecticut continues honeft. New-Hamp(hire always inclinable 
x> a depreciating fraudulent paper currency, from a difference be- 
tween their governor and houfe of reprefentatives, formerly mea* 
tioned vol. II. p. 34, have had no legiflative capacity for fome time^ 
^ confequendy incapable of augmenting their paper currency, much 
^the detriment of their governor, who by confenting to fuch cxnif- 
b>Q% might have obtained an «d(Ution to his falanr. 

Vol. IL O \>^ 
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by any authority whatfocver, before the law hath fen- 
tenced him thereunto; if he can and will Rive or put in 
fufiicient fecurity, baU or mainprize for nis appearance 
and good behaviour in the mean time, unlefs it be for 
capital crimes, contempt in open court, or in fuch cafis 
where ibme exprefs law doth allow or order the fame. 

No perfbn, except in his own cafe, other than ^ c|ua- 
lified attorney, is allowed to plead at the bar : in c^; 
not exceeding 5 L one attorney only is allowed ; in lai^ger 
cafes, two attornies and no more. 

Each town fhall have a peculiar brand for dieir hprib^ 
on the near or left flioulder. 

An calks jQiall be of the London aflize, viz. buts, ia6 
g^ons, puncheons, 84 gallons^ hogfheads, 63 gaUqa% 
tierces, 42. gallons, barrels 31 and half gallons. • 

Millei^s allowance for grmding per bufhel, thiM qc^^ 
Indian corn, two quarts other grain, onQ quart nialt; 

Every town to have a fealer of weights and mc^liveSt' 

In Connecticut, as generally aniong the congregatiimT 
alifls of New-England, according to the jewifh manoet^ 
they begin and end the Lord's day at the fetting of the 
fun. 

Here are about 150 eftabliihedipiniilers called prelby* 
terians, congregational.ifts, and confociated ; befides cpo- 
fcientious difTenters, faid not to be eftabliihed but tole- 
rated. In fome townfhips are many parifhes or predn^ 

In all our colonies voluntary aflbciations (moft of 
which may afterwards be confirmed or incorpcxated bjr 

Provincial or colony charters) towards academies and 
braries, ought to. be encouraged. 
The civilizing and chriftianizing of the Indians was one 
great and profefled condition in all our royal grants. 

I do not endeavour a ftridt pedantick narration ; but 
though in a common place manner, I fhall obfcrvc 
fome method, 

!p>mmpn intereft is 6 per cent per ana. letting of 
cattle and mariti(ne affairs excepted. 

In 
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Tn all our plantations^ colonies, and provinces ; thejr 
a]bound with civil and military titles of judges, fquires, 
colonels, majors, and captains ; gratifications for bein^ 
of a governor's party, or by a pecuniary intereft. 

By an a£V bf the aflembly of Connedicut, in building 
<^ vcflels, no timbers or plank to be allowed other 
tbao white oak and rock oak, except for the deck and 
ceiling. 

lQNew*England, particularly in MafTachufetts-Bay, it . 
if not only the depreciating of the currencies by enor* 
taou» paper credit emiifions called money, but the 
leardcy of labourers from vail expeditions unprofitable 
and ruinous to the colonies. In manufadures, our labour 
is £6 dear» that we cannot afford our goods any where at* 
market. To cheap as other plantations or countries may. 
It is oOt fcarcity of provifion or depreciations only, but 
chiefly fcarcity of labourers and confequently advance 
of labour ; that in bricks, where the difference is only 
ia labour^ about 40 years lince they were fold at one 
jjaccc of 8 per choufand, at prefent they are fold at three 
pieces of & 

Concerning the Tenure of Lands. All grants of 
colony lands by the general ailembly (hall bt according. 
to the moft free tenure of Eaft-Greenwich in the county 
of Kent in England, conform to our charter grant. All 
townlhips, and farms, to particular perfons, ihall be 
from the general afTembly by patent figned by the gover- 
nor and fecretary with the colony feal. Title of lands to 
be tried in the county Where the lands lay. All eftatcs 
for miniftty, fchools, and charitable ufes, are free from 
payment of rates. 

Three freeholders appointed by the court of probates to 
divide real eflate among legatees or heirs of inteftates. 
No Indian title without the approbation of the general 
aflcmbly to be pleadable. Proprietors having loft their 
bounds, three freeholders appointed and fworn by a 
juftice of the peace, may fet up and fix the bounds, but 

O 2 with 
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with appeal. In derifc of real eftate, wills to be wit- 
neflcd by three perfons in the prefence of the teftators. 
Guardians to minors with fome perfons appointed by the 
court of probate may divide lands with the furviving 
partners. Lands held in partnerfhip to be divided by a 
writ of partition, Perfons prefuming to fell Indian rights 
of lands not confirmed by the general court, fine 50 1. 
and the perfons wronged by fuch fales to recover treblC' 
damages. All grants and divifions of lands heretofore 
made by ancient cuftom of town-meetings (hall be good 
and valid - though without confent of the propriecon 
aft May 9, 1723 Hereafter undivided common lands 
ihall belong to the proprietors exclufive of other inhabi- 
tants, which proprietors may have their own meetings 
to manage fuch undivided lands. Sales of lands devi&d 
to be fold by executors, fhall be good and valid, though 
fome of the executors do not join in the»fale. Fife 
proprietors of undivided lands may obtain a meeting to 
be called by a juilice's warrant. All eftates though 
accruing by wife, formerly fold by the hufband alonei 
(aft bears date Oft. 10, 1723) the deeds fhall be valid, 
but for the future no fuch deed fhall be valid without 
the wife's confent by hand and feal. Proprietors of 
land in common, may make rates to defray necei&ry 
charges* By an aft of parliament 1732, in any aftions 
in the plantations, when one of the parties plaintiff or 
defendant refides in Great-Britain, evidences to prove 
any matter or thing, may be taken in Great-Britain 
before any chief magiflrates where the party refides, 
which certified and tranfmitted, fhall be good as if done 
viva voce in open court in the plantations j and all . 
houfes, lands, negroes, and other hereditaments, as by. 
the laws of England, fhall in the plantations be liable to 
fatisfy debts : where an adminiftrator makes it appear, 
that the deceafed's perfonal eftate is not fufficient to fa- 
tisfy the debts, the aflembly may direft his real eftate to 
be fold towards paying of his debts. Partition of lands 
llot to be valid till Purveyed and Recorded. . No deed of 

. ^ real 
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real eftate is compleat until it be figned, fealed, witneiledy 
acknowledged and recorded. 

No lands to be bought of Indians without content of 
die general aflembly. i" No Indian to be fued for debc ' 
No indenture for fervice made by an Indian, fliall he va< 
lid, unlefs acknowledged before authority. 

Debtors. Any book debt not accounted for with the 
original debtor in feven years, (hall not be pleadable 
ifter the debtor's death. 

Upon execution ifliied, the iheriff fhall at the ufual 
place of the debtor's abode demand the debt ; upon non* 
payment he fhall levy the execution upon the moveables 
necefiary apparel, houfhold (tuflP, tools, and arms exr 
repted) and kt up a lift of faid goods upon the town 
poft, to be fold by out^cry after twenty days. In want 
>f goods, and upon the creditor's refufing lands, the 
lebcor's body may be feized. May levy execution up- 
m real eftate vahied by appraifers. All executions are 
'ctumabie in fixty days, .or to the next court. 

Debtors committed to jail, fwearing that they have 
IOC efkitc to the value of five pounds, Aiall be fubfifted 
yy the creditors at a certain rate. Debtors and felons to 
yc kept feparate. The county fherifis to have the cut 
ftody of the jails. 

As to abfent or abfconding debtors, if. no eftate is to 
be found, the debtor's agent, or ufual place of abode, 
may be ferved with a writ ; if no, debtor nor agent ap* 
pear, the writ may be continued to next court, and if 
need be to one court further, and. then judgment to be 
rendered for the plaintiff, and execution granted upon 
the debtor's effe(3ts wherever found : perfons conceal-? 

f The aiTembly 1722, confirmed a purchafe made fix or feven 
years fince from the Mphag^ Ipdians upon the Mohagan hills, part 
of their referved lands, to governor Saltondal, major livingfton, 
Dennie, Rogers, and Bradihaw f this was con^imuil^che north puriih 
^NeW-Londoa. X^^^ 'V ^^ 
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ing rhe gockis of abfconding. or abfent debtors, are liable 
to i.r. icsly the debt fued for. 

No writ of error fliall be brought for the reverfal of 
any judgment after the fpace of three yearst and 00 rer 
view upon a writ of error. 

The ellates of deceafed infolvent debtors to be diftriy 
buted in equal proportions to die creditors^ debts to 
the government, ficknefs, and ^neral chai^ beins 
fifft paid i faving to the widow ^if any) her boufliold 
goods and dower during her life, and upon her detth 
to be diftributed among the creditors. A cerciin time 
allowed for receiving claims, the commiffioners to be ap- 
pointed by the judge of probates : creditors not brii^;i]ig 
in their claims during that certain time allowed, are fat 
ever excluded. 

No a^on to be brought for bill, bond, ot note, but 
within the fpace of feventeen years. No afiion of t 
{>afs or defamation (fine for defamation not to tgcGCid CO) 
pounds) but within three years. 
- Any debtor in a debt not exceeding zo 1. may confeii 
judgment before a fingle juftice. 

Criminal afiairs. The governor, deputy gprcnemor, or 
three affiftants, may reprieve a condemned malefiiftor to 
jif xt general court or afifembly. 

The capita] crimes are confpiracy againll the colooy) 
rape, beftiality, fodomy, fiilfe-witneis in cafes of life lod 
death, wilfully firing; houfes, disfiguring, or difioember* 
ing the private parts, and wUfiil murder, blafphemft 
Peifm, ftrft offence incapacity of any employment, ie- 
eond of&nce outlawed. 

All complaints and prefentmentr, to be iQpde widiifl 
one year after the offence is comavitted, excepting in 
capital crimes ; difmembering is banifhment, and tbeft 
exceeding ten (hillings. 

All fines impo&d by the general court or aflenblyt 
and by the fuperior court, Mlong to the colony tres- 
fury ; impofcd by the county court, belong to ths 

county 
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iDOunty treafury ; impofed by an afliftant or juftice, bcf 
Ibni^ng to the towninip treafuries. 

Tavern oflfcnces, fee the paragraph of excife. . 

A bill of divorce and liberty to marry again, may tl^ 
jgranted by die fuperior courts, in cafes of adult;ery^ 
mudulent contraA, wilful defertion for three years, or 
feven years abfence not heard of. ^ 

Single perfons committing fornication to be fined 33 s« 
^ whipped, not exceeding ten ftripes % anti-nuptial fornir 
cation only half penalty. 

Every perfon playing at dice, card^ or tables^ 
fine 20 s. 

Forfgary. Three days publick pillory, double dama« 
ges to the injured party, and incapable of being an eyf:! 
dence in law. The form of their oath is. You fweif by 
the the name of the ever-living God. 

All kind of delinquents to pay the chajge of pre&tt* 
guilty or not guilty. 
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Penury 20 1* fine, and fix months imprifbnment ; if 
unable to pay his fine, Ihall fit in the pillory with both 
ears nailed, and incapable of giving evidence* 

1 

Lord's day, penalties.; negledine of the publick 
worfhip, working or playing on the Lord's day, 10 s. 
rude behaviour, difturbing the publick worlhip, 40 s. 
travelling, 20 s. going abroad excepting to publick wor- 
ihip, ^ s. no veflels to iail excepting upon extraordinary 
ocoifions, 30 s. and feveral other particulars ; refufing to 
pay ihall m publickly whipped. 

Theft, to forfeit threefold, and a difcretionary fine, 
liot exceeding 40 s. and if the value amount to 20 s. and 
ypwards, fhall alfo be whipped not exceeding ten ftripes % 
if the oflfender cannot pay, the perfon tnzyot fold for a 
certain term of years fervice : penalty for receiving or 
(x>nccaling flolen goods, is the fame ; buying goods of 
Oaves, penalty i^ treble value, fervice or whipping. 

O 4 Wwu 
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Hiots. ^ Three or more perfons aflemblcd tog^her, 
to do an unlawful ad ; if they obftru6i: the proclama- 
tion in reading, or do not difperfe after proclama^on 
made by a proper officer, fhall be puhilhed by fine not 
exceeding lol. for each perfon, atid imprifonhient;' not 
exceeding fix months, or by whipping not exceeding 40 
ttripes : if any rioter is killed or hurt by any perfon of 
the poffe, fuch perfon is indemnified. The profecution 
UTufl'be within twelve months. The (herifF, if need bC| 
'may raife the militia in his aid. 

JVIanQaughter (without premeditated malice) but wil- 
ful; penalty, forfeiture of goods, burnt in the hand with 
letter M, whipped, and difabled from being evidence in 

law. 

I ■■'■■■ . 

■ < JLafcivious carriage may be punilhed at difcretion by 

* About thirty years fince, there was a riot a^ made ia New- 
Hampihire. ■ * 

In the province of MafTachafett^-Bay, the violent, hafy, and rtlk 
manner of calling in all their publick credit bills in the (pace of one 
year by ad of aiTembly, which had been gradually emitted in tk 
coarfe'Of fifty years, was found impradicab^, and was like to have 

froduc4d a general tumult : this occafioned the making of a riot aA 
ebruary 14, 1 750-1 , to be in force for three years/ viz. where aof 
perfons to the number of twelve, armed with clubs, or other wea- 
pons^ or any number of perfons confiftine of men, armed or not 
Armed; Ihall be onlaWfally riotonfly aflembfed ; any juftice of peace, 
field officer, or captain of the militia, (heriff, under (heriflT, or con- 
ilable, fhall make poclamation to difperfe ; if they do not' difperfe 
'withtn %h hour, every fuch officer with affiftance, may carry theip 
before^ a juftice, ^ml if in reiifline any perfon is hurt, or killed, die 
officers and affiftants are indemninied : perfons npt difperfing in the 
Jpace of one hour, fhall forfeit to the king all his lands and chattelsy 
\>r fuch part thereof at the difcretion of the juflice for the ufe of the 
province, an4 ^'^ whipped thirty-nine flripes, one yearns imprifon- 
ment, i(nd receive the fame number of flripes once every three months 
during his imprifonment. Demolifhing honfes the fame punifhmentor 
penalty. This a£t to b^ read every general feffions of the peace, 
and ^nniv^rfary meeting of each town ; no profecution after twelve 
months ; the judges may abate the whole or any part of the whip* 
ping. 

Ia ^e colony of Rbode-Ifland, there are no riot afls, becaafe, tf 
generally fu|)pofe4* they ap^e incqnfiftent w^th their cQn^tution. 

* the 
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he county court ; by fine, houfe of corredion, or cor- 
poral punifhment. 

Burglary or robbery ;j)enalty is branding, ears cut ofi^ 
and whipping : third offence is death. 

Counterfeiting or altering publick bills of credit of this 
Mr of the neighbouring colonies ; oenalty, cutting o0f 
au^s, branding, and wotk-houfe for life, eftates for* 
feited, and tp be debarred of all trade. Any fociety 
preAiming to emit bilU of credit to be ufed in trade, to 
be punifhed as in cafe of counterfeiting i ^the utterer to 
foneit double the fame. 

Criminal perfons making their efcape from the autho- 
rity of other provincial governments to this govern- 
ment, may be remanded back to the place of perpetra* 
tion. 

The colony a£b relating to the religious obfcrvation 
of the firft day of the week, Sunday, fabbath-day or 
Lord's-day^ perhaps are too puritanical ; they feem to 
droop gradually, . I Ihall not revive them. 

Any perfon of the age of difcretion (which is 14 ast.) 
publi(bing a lie to the prejudice of the common-wealth, 
or damage . of private perfons, to be fined, docks, or 
whipping. . . 

AppFtntices and fervants aet. 15 or upwards, abfcond* 
ing from their matter's fervice, (hall icrvc three times 
of their abfence. Servants or apprentices flying trom 
the cruelty of their matters, may be protected by a ma- 
gittrate and difcharged from their fervice. * 

A woman delivered of a child, afterwards found 
dead, if Ihe cannot prove, at leaft by one witnefs, that 
fuch child was born dead,, the mother (ball be accounted 
guilty of murder. 

Any flave or Indian ftriking a white man, penalty 
whipping, not exceeding thirty itripes. 

Penalty for perfons who rcfift, or abufe any king's 
officer, fine not exceeding 10 1. 

Curfing or fwearing j penalty 6s. or the ftocks. Every 

houfbolder 
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houfholder to have at lei^ one bible, orthodox 
and other books of practical godlinefs. 

A houfe of correftion to be diabtifhed in dich county^ 
two thirds of their earnings towards their fbppor^ and 
one third for other charges. 

Penalty for felling ftrong liquor to an Indian lo s; per 
pint; drunkennefs and idlenefs are the general vices d 

* Indians. An Indian convifisd of drunkennefs, penalty 
^5$. or lo laihes. All the Indians in a townfhip ihall 

be muflered once a year, and the reqaifite laws read tX) 
them. All Englifh families taking Indian children into 
their families, fhall teach them to read Englifh, and in- 
, ftru6t them in the principles of the chriftian religion j 
for every three mohths negle£b> a difcretionary fine not 
exceeding 30 s. 

The laws relating to the obfervation of fabbathday 
and regulation of publick worlhip are fevere j and too 
many to be inferted here ; thefe are under the infpcdion 
of the grand jury, ty thing men, and conftables. 

Private lotteries, and wagers to vend goods, forfeiture 
is the value of the goods. 

• Parifh churches of the eftabliflied religions (prcfbyte» 
rians, congregationalifts, and confociated minifters) are 
under the diredtion of the county courts j tolerated dif- 
fenters from thofe profeffions are left at large. 

Any Indian, molatto, or negroe travelling wHhouta 
pafs, may be feized as a runaway. 

Schools are well regulated, and have a colony allow* 
ance. Every ecclefiaftical fociety of 70 families or up- 
wards, (hall have a fchool for the inftrudion of childi'en 
to read and write. A grammar fchool to every head or 
county town. One college or fcbola illqflris in the 
colony. 

There are fevere penalties for cutting down of trees, 
or firing of woods and lands -, the accufed, where there is 
no proof, muft exculpate himfelf by oath. 

ADi' 
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A Digression^ 

• ■ • • • 

Concermng North- America grain and grazing, , with a 
few occafianal remarks relating to natural hiilory, 
efpccially as to the feafons, winds, and weather, in a 
lodtt milcellany common place manner. 

. Connedicut is a good country as to climate and foil ; 
and is valuable for ffwn and pafture. Any country b 
happy, where the miSaner inhabitants are plentifully and 
wholfomely fed $ warmly and decently doathed : thus it 
is in Connecticut. 

Upon the firft arrival of Europeans in America, tha 
Indians bread kind were only the mays or Indian corn of 
the cerealia or grain, and the phafeolus or kidney beans 
called Indian or French beans of the legumina or pulfe 
kind. ,* Befidestbey eat eanh-nuts of feveral kinds, ber* 
lies of (hany kinds, and variety of maft, jf too nume- 
rous to be enumerated and defcribed in a fummary. As 
alio their hunting of fundry kinds of quadrupeds or 
beafts, moojfe, deer^ &c. their fowling, efpecially of birds, 
webfooted ; ^ their catching of river, pond, and fea BHif 
efpecially of the teilaceous* 

As theTrutpentum Indicum, or Indian corn, was their 
principal fubfiftence, though not fpontaneous, but culti* 
vated, I cannot avoid giving fome particular defcrip* 
tion and account of it ; hitherto it has not been minutely 
defcrib'd^ It has with much impropriety been called 
frumentum Saracenicum i^ properly, frumentum Saraceni-r 
cum (fromtlv^Saracenscountry in Barbary) js buck- wheat, 
and at prefent is cultivated by the Dutch in the govern- 

* The Indians upon the (hore, nfed the pifum maritimum fponta- 
neum perenne hiunile repens i beach peafe ; flowers end of May -, u re- 
fembles that of marifon. H ' Ox. 2.43. 

f Mafts, from mafticare, are feveral fbr^s of forefl-nats^ chefnut, 
Wajnut^ hazle-nut» and the like. 

ment 
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mcnt of New- York for hafty pudding, and as provender 
for horfcs. 

Its moft profitable culture is in light fandy land, with 
a fhiall intermixture of loom, it requires fand heat, fuch 
as is that of pitch pine or huckle-t3erry hinds. Though 
a hungry grain, it requires much and repeated labour. 
^ It is firfl plowed, then crofs plowed, next harrowed all 
"finooth, then furrowed and crofs furrowed j at proper 
diftances of about four feet at the interfedbions in hollows 
are dropt five or fix feed grains (a peck fows or plants 
one acre) and by the hoe covered with earth the end 
of April and beginning of May ; foon after its firfl: ap- 
pearance, it is plowed two furrows lengthways between 
each row of grain, and by the hoe the weeds are brought 
towards the grain ; this is called the firft weeding^ 
after fome time it is crofs plowed two furrows between 
each planted row, and by the hoe the earth and weeds 
are brought to the com, this is called half- hilling ; next 
it is plowed lengthways, ^s before, two furrows, and bjr 
the hoe the earth is brought to the roots, and forms a 
hill to prevent the winds eradicatmg of it ; fometimes 
it is hoed a fourth time: in midddle of Auguft the 
grain becomes mellow fit for. roafling, a fort of delicacy 
in the fugar-iflands, called mutton : it emits its corns, 
plume, or blooms, end of June ; then they eut off the top 
of the ftalks, that the grain may receive the more nou- 
rifhment. 4- ^ ^^^ fummer makes it run too much into 
ftalks and leaves, which ftarves the ears. End of Sep- 
tember and beginning of Of^ober the ears are hand ga- 
thered, the tops arc very agreeable to cattle for fodder. . 

4- Here the farina fecandans of vegetables feems to be eriaoed : 
this pliime or Aower, if cut off before its maturity, the mays bear9 
no ear or grain. In New-England where the grain is of various 
colours (white, yellow, red&of feveral (hades, blues of feveral (hades» 
marbled, and mixtures of thefe in the fame ears) the grains planted 
of various colours, and in the neighbourhood receive alterations m 
their colours or (hades by the various impregnations : this is ob- 
fervable alfo in other vegetables, boets, carrot, &c. 

The 



Of COHNECTICUt . 20^ 

The cars have 8, lo, 12, 14 rows of grain, the more 
rows, the better is the grain ; fome fay there has been 18 
rows, but none under 8 rows. 

Indian com. does not weigh fo hea^ as New-England, 
wheats their Indian com at a mediuni is in weight 
45 lb. their wheat gg lb. per bulhel. ' The Virginia In- 
dian corn is white and flat, yielding a better or whiter 
meal ; the New-£ngland corn is of a pale yellow, fmaller 
but thicker, and anfw^ better infatning of beeveSy 
hogs, and other ftock ; Virginia corn is planted at greater; 
diftances, being of greater growth, and is all white i 
in New-England and Canada it is generally of a pale yel* 
low, does not bear fo many ears as that of Virginia, it is 
of a iefler habit and quicker growth. The Indian com 
of New-Engiand at a mediuni produces 25 buihels per 
acre, and ripens ip a fhorter time ; || (this a providence 
in nature, becaufe their hot feafons are fhorter) the Vir- 
ginia feed in New-England does not ripen into grain, as 
requiring a longer growth than the New-England fea-. 
fons do allow. The Weft-India or fugar illands have 
per aon. two crops of Indian corn planted May and Sq>* 
tember : in our continent we hare only one crop planted 
in May. Capt. Hill of Douglafs by way of experiment 
planted Indian corn, middle of June, it was ripe middfe 
of Auguft in a hot feafon. End of April they begin to 
plow; Indian com harveft is beginning of Odober; 
when it begins to be in the ear, rain or drizle occafions 
arfmut. 

The phafeolus ; which we call Indian beans or 
French beans, becaufe the French from the Canada In- 
dians were the firft in propagating them. ♦ It is the pha- 
feolus 

I Thus in Lapland and the northern parts of Sweden, barley from 
fowing ripens two weeks iooner than at Stockholm ; and in New- 
England, Indian corn ripens in a fewer days from planting or (owing 
than in Virginia. 

* When £ngli(h peafe (pifum majus flore frufla albo. C. B. P.) 
^ell at three, thefe Indian beans fell lu proportion at two i they ar« 

more 
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feolus Jndictks fmftu tumidioremkiore nivcas et verfkolor. 
Moriibn, tab. 4^ (oSt 2, They are g^erally white, aod: 
there is an indefinite number of fimple colours and vark* 
gations or marblings. 

In New-England (fome p^rts of Connef^cut excepecd) 
the gpQeral fubfiAence of the poorer people (whi(^ centri- 
butes much towards their ^ndemial pforick difordeis) ii 
fak pork and Indian beai^ vAh bread of Indifto com 
meal, and pottage of this meal with milk tor brcak&ft 
and fopper. 

For the variedes of phafeolus called Indian beans,, csr 
lavanqes and bonavifi, fee vol. I. p« 122, and theftftioas 
further fouth. . 

Conne6ticut wheat is full of cockle f. 20 buihels per 
acre is a good crop. It is faid^ in Canada they favr no 
winter grain. New*£ngland wheat is fubjed to Uafts 
fome think that it proceeds from the £anoa.feciiodam 
of adjacent barberry buflies. 4* 

Our beft wheat is from Virginia and Maryland^ oett 
belt is from Penfylvania, 55 lb. to 60 lb. per buihel^ and 
cafts whiter than the Englifli wheat ; the further matb 
the flour cafts the darker ; Nova-Scotia wheat cafts al« 
moft as dark at rye. Some years fince in a fcardty <^ 
wheat in New-England, Ibme was imported from Eng- 
land ; from the long weftward paflages it^became mufty» 
caft dark» and did not anfwer. 

In New-England the allowance to a baker of Ihip- 

more colicky than peafe : the tribe of the phafeolus is very larger 
fome years ^nce» Peter Ccelart in Holland cultivated above-toe di- 
fbndl fpecies. The cow itch, as we pronoance it, is the cow-hege of 
Zura in the Bad- Indies: phafeolus filiquis hirfutis, pilis pungeotibns. 

f Lychnis fegetum major. C. B. P. 

4* Barberis latiffimo folio Canadeniis. H. R. P. it is plenty all 
over North- America, it is of a larger habit than that 04* Europe, is 
10 to 12 feet high ; it is ufed as hedges, but fpreads too much into 
fuckers. There is a law in Connecticut, p. 1 3. for deftroying thefe 
bafhe<, they are thought ** to be very hurtful by occafioning, or at 
leafl increafing the blaiiing of Engliih grain.** 

bifcuit 
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bifcuit is 3 bufliels and quarter wheat for 112 lb. wC of 
bifcuit, befides — —per ct, wt. for baking. 
Herring * have formerly been taken netke of. 

In New-England fomc oxen of t8 ct. wt. and hog> 
of 25 fcore have been killed; Conne6licut faH pork 
is the befl of America; they BmQfi the Jatning of their 
hogs with Indian meal. 

In New-England theii; barley is a hun^ lean grai% 
and afibrds no good, malt liquor; mQlQlTes is chepiinV 
apsl ingredient iq all their buvrage. Their barley of • 
four row|S called French barley is not fo good as that 
of two rows called Englilh barley. Their oats zsc 
lean, chafiy«^ and of a dark colour. 

In New-:6ngland they fow their winter gr^. 3d 
and 4th weeks of Auguft. 

In New-Englanjd,. after gathering m their commcMi 
gnun, flaxt &c. the firft natural appearance of indi- '. 
gen^i^' plants is paniquni non c^iflatum Tpiqa oiultiplici, 
ambrolia, and virga aurea annua Virginiana Zaqoni. Near • 
BpftoP ^d other great towns, fome field plant3 which 
accidentallv have been imported from Eurbpe, fpread 
much, and are a great nufance in paftures, fuch as ra- 
nunci^us pratenlis repens hirfutus, C. B. P. Butter 
cups, bellis major. I. B. the greater wild white daify, 
dens leonis. Ger. dandelyon, &:c. at prefent they have . 
Ipread inland from Bofton, about 30 miles. 

Great-Britain and New-England, though difiei^uig a-.. 
bout lod. in lat. feem to be of the fame temperature: 
New-England is fomewhat colder in winter and warmer 1 
in fummer, from the vaft land continent N. W. of it, •. 

* Upon the coaft of Great-Britain, the herring fifliery begins .a 
litde before midfiunmer 1 they emerge or make their firft appearancfr- 
off Crane-head in Brafla-Soand N. Lat. 61 and half d. from thence '^ 
gradually proceed fonth to Dogger-Bank, where that fnmmer fifhery'^ 
ends : the winter fifheir begins off Varmouth, and continnes aboild' 
79 days, they proceed louthward, and are caught in plenty aboitt the.., 
Thames moitth antil the latter end of January. 

' which ' 
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tiirhich received and communicates continually (therefore 
v^ith intenfenefs,) by the lambent air thefe difiereac 
temperatures of the feafons. N. W. is our general 
or natural wind. i. After ftorms or perturbations of 
our ambient air from any point of the compafs, being ex- 
pended, the wind fettles N. W. 2. All our fpring and 
Kimmer fea breezes, return to the N. W. 3. In middle 
•of February 173 1-2, called the cold Tuefday (the mcSt 
intenfe infupportable cold I ever felt) the wind was at 
K. W. It is not eafily accounted for, that in difierent 
countries though the teniperature of the air be nearly 
the fame, the natural growth of plants differs much, v. g. 
the bellis minor or leller wild daify, a native of Great- 
Britain, abound there from 50 d. to 60 d. of lat. but 
will not grow in North- America. All of the cucurbita- 
ceous kind, pompions, &c. (Mr. H — y an ecclefiailical 
mountebank, in his farces called oratory, calls the New- 
England people pompionites) by cultivation without the 
force of hot beds grow well, but in Great-Britain re- 
quires force. 

In a new country there may be a tax upon improved 
lands» as a fund for premiums to encourage the cleariBg 
and planting of wildernefs lands for the firft year; the 
fecond and third year are the next profitable for produce, 
and requires no bounty, and afterwards, efpecially in New- 
England, it ought to be fmoothed and lay for pafturage. 

In New-England, two acres cow-pen land may rufe 
about a .tun of hemp, but is foon exhaufled. 

Locufts, called grafhoppers, and a fpecies of caterpillars, 
fome years are very noxious to our paftures ; in the fum- 
mer 1 749, a fmall locuft, with a drought deftroyed our 
herbage ; they generally prevail June and July, 

Lands in New-England which yield at a medium 20 
Ct. wt. of hay are the beft, if 40 ct. wt. the hay is 
rank and four; fome frefh meadows, if mowed more 
than once, yield greater quantities. In mowing lands 
an uniformity of grafs ought to be attended to and en- 
deavoured^ becaufe fome grafles ripen foon, and are upon 
I ' M the 
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the decline before others attain a perfe^on for mowing^ 
End of June and beginning of July the height of up- 
land or Englifh hiy narveffi is over ; thii*d and foUrth 
weeks of Augu^ they mow their falt-meadow hay* 
Salt-hay is from fait or fpfing-tide maffhes ^ frefh Hay ii 
thQ natural growth of inland marfhes ; Englifli oi^ up- 
Und' hay, is the herbage imported from Europe, -f- New** 
England crops or produce are very uncertain, for ififtanci 
of hay, in the fpring 1750, it ibid for 4I. New-England 
currency, in the fpring 1751, it fells foi" 15 s. per cf* • 
wti Two acres, if good, is acowland. 

Cyder is a confiderable produce for confumption and 
exportation ; when diftilled, it does not yield above one* 
twelfth fpirit ; fend of Auguft they begin to make 4 
mean fort of cyder from the windfalls. 

Turneps fowed in any latitude thrive, even inl3iivis*s- 
Straits or Weft -Greenland ; our belt New- England tur- 
neps arq from new lands N; E. from Bofton. 

Some remarks relating to the natural hiftory of l^ew* 
England. 

The feafons from year to yeaf are better determined 
by feme padenger birds and fiih, than by the bloflbnl-^ 
ing of trees, and flowering of fomc inferior vegetables i 
for inftance, fwallows conftantly arrive from the fouth- 
ward in the fecond week of April with a latitude of 
only two or three days ; peaches ionietimes blbflbm bcf* 
ginning of April, in fbme years not till beginning of" 
May, a latitude of 30 days. Anno 1735, laft day of 
December, ift and id of January, fell about 20 inches 
of light fnow, wind N, W. northerly, followed by fk 
very hard froft^ and peaches did not begin to blolfom 

f tn hot countries they ma|ke n6 hay ; it dries tOo quieik, dry Mtt 
and turns to dull. Infome parts of North- Amerita, the winters art 
too long and cold, and in other parts too hot for grafs, confequeiitl/ 
can afford no quantity of provender for cattle, and will acvctm bm 
Countries. 

Vol. II. P titt 
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till May 7. Anrio 1719, die Wginning of ^Hntcr wis 

very fevert 5 peaches did not blbffoAi the ^ring foHow* 

•• •■ 

^& 

End of auWiti'h and beginning of winter, if dry, fbl- 

lows a fnird winter ; but if falling weather, rain-, or 

fnow (freezing inland is a balh for fnow to lodge and 

chill the winds ffdm N. t6 W.) produces hard freeilii^ 

in our plantations, which are to leeward. 17^ r-2, Fefe 

14 and 15, tiniftura facta fittie, the coldeft Weather! 

ever felt, after a Sight of t&il and fnow, the wind from 

S. came fuddenly to the N. W. 1732, April 5, wind 

N. E. north'drly falls about 14 inches fnow, foon dif- 

fdlved,. a gre^t ftorm atfea-, 1751, Aprir6, all day ik 

Tieavy fleaky fnow, but fobn diflblved. Travelling in 

Connecticut from Pehfylfanii, 1716 June 26, finger 

cold, roads froze, ice thitk as a crown-piece, Indian 

corn beginning to bloom is hurt. * 

Mackarel f ' ftc in fecond week of May, lean, arid 
feem to eat muddy. Some are caug^ht all fummer; there 
is a fecond fetting in for autumn, tat and delicious eat- 
ing; they are a N. lat. fifh, and are not to be found fouth 
of New-England ; beginning of July for a Ihort time 
they difappear or will not take the bait. 

Herrings (a b^d kind) fet in middle of May, they 
ieerii to be whimfical or variable as to their ground. 

Frogs fefem to be dormant, as are fnakes in the winter 
or very cold feafon j we have three fpecies of frogs, ra- 

: • The northerly and N. E. fnows, as being ffom the fea, are fofter 
and milder, than thofe from the north wefterly land continent. Great 
fnows lodged in. the woods weft ward, covered from the dilToIvifl^ 
!fifluetice of the fan, by their chill retard our fprings 1 it is a volgif 
4tror, that the ihofW& lodged upon the ice of our wefteragreat lakes ii 
the occaiion ; from the obfervations of a clirious gentleman, an officer 
belonging to the /our independent companies ftationed in the province 
of New- Vork, who commanded the garrifon at Ofwego upon the'lake 
Ontario about three years, I find that the great lakes are neVer frozen 
Over, andconfequently cannot lodge fnow. 

f Hook mackarel for a market are preferable td tkdft taoghtbjT 
ftixii which bruife one another, 

■ na 



laiViridisaiiborQa,. the grecm-trw frog; ; ^. ifioa i^rr?-' 
bift-et aquaticaj tfao rana m^ima A^eric^e a^9ji^ 
he bull frog. i'. .. • ' 

.i.7J9-2Q» Taouary 7, tte «©Weft of iiaorsi wd at 

?>J". W. fnow laying about one foot do^i Cha^es-Tqwii 
enry (tide runs 4 6r ^fknots) 6i9tt over i|^ ^4 haurs^ 
^affiible on the ice (no weather> ic i$ &i^9 ib CQ^> A^ 
¥ifiter 1 697) continued extreme cpld Iq tjie i4tlv , Thds 
^rar the peachy cUd not bioflbm.. 
«. Wild geefe fly^to the fouthward.tDiddl^ of Sf^cig^^r^ 
ind return beginning of March %\ ft.)^4 gppfc n^y yip}4 
lialf lb. feathers ;. fix. brants yield i lb« feathers. Cuqkows 
return beginning of April, f . . . - ;-. 

' In the wiiiter ieafpn^ we have from 1 5 to %9 d^^ afi 
dmes^ a f(o/bfo ,levere, as in chambers to fx^z^t^t 
ink. • ^ 

in maritinie places, as are nUiQUr Nprth'An[ieric^ 
colonies, the weather is variable, according as the wind 
blQws from the fea or inland^ in idands it is mpre con- 
ftant, becaufe all winds do come from the fea } as alio 
inland countries, as is Canada, their winds are all from 
the land^ and confequently of the fame nature. 

. The New- England winters generally fet in end of 
Oftober and beginning of NQvember^ and are over 
middle of March -, the extreme frofts are from Chriftmas 
to middle of February •, the very hot weather U in th(j 
firft weeks of July* 

Early winters, are generally fevere and long.. ^^3?* 
the rivers froze up middle qf November, and contpi^- 
ed froze until end of March, many cattle die fqr y^fnt 
of provender. 

Mr. Thomas Robie, a fcllpw in Can^bridge cpllggf 
of New-England, an ingcniQU$ accurate obferv^, ^^ff^*. 

f In Europe the cuckow), p^flcnger birds# arrive, general!/ btr 
ffinning of April; tKerefore the £rftd^y of April is called fool^ flayi 
tDxs bird is lb foolUh as not to ' have any exduiive nefl ; "hciiti fiWy 
married men whofe wiv^ are not exclufive bat comihoB, are called 
cuckold, kockoek, or cocu. ' > . 

P 2 paring 



iw. 



*;*■ 



2 It. A Summary, Historical and Political* &c. 

Mring with Mr. Derham^ obfenrattons at Upminlber in 
England, found that winds continuing long in one 
quarter, efpeciaily if ftrong, were nearly the fame in 
both places, allowing ftmt days for their paflage from 
one place to the other. 

Salmon are a high latitude fifli, they are n6t to be 
found fouth of New<*£ngland ; the further ibuth the 
later they fet in, and continue a (horter time; for in- 
ftance, in Connedlicut river they fet in beginning of May 
and continue only about three weeks*, in Merrimick 
river they let in beginning of April, to ipawn, and lie 
in the deq) cold brooks until September and Odtober, 
then filently (fo as not to be obferved) and with difpatchi 
they return to the fea -, in Chcbudo, Cape-Breton, and 
Newfoundland^ they continue the greatcft pvt of the 
year. The people living upon the banks of Merrimack . 
river in MafTachufetts-Bay of New-England, obfcrvc, 
that feveral fpecies of filh, particularly falmon, ihadc 
and alewives, are not fo plenty in the feafons as formerly; 
perhaps from diiturbantcs or feme other difguft, as it 
haj^ns with herrings in the feveral friths of Scotland. 

Smelts a high latitude fiOi, fet in to Bofton wharfs 
middle of September and take the hook; beginning of 
February they go up to fpawn in the frefhes ; no fmclts 
fouth of New-England; torn-cod goes up to fpawn end 
of November. 

We reckon it a good paflage for trading vcfiels, from 
New-England to London in 4 weeks, and from London 
to New-England in 6 weeks. 

In New England generally the falling weather is from 
N. E. to S. E. ii) winter, if the wind is N. of E. Ihow: 
if S. of E. rain The N. E. ftorms are of the greatcft 
continuance, the S. E^ ftorms are the moft* violent. 
1 71 6- 1 7, February 20 to 22, wind at N. E. northerly, 
fell a very deep Ihow upwards of 3 feet upon a level. 
N. W. freezing wind backing to the S. W. if reverberated, 
proves the moft intenfe cold weather ; thus chemical re- 
verberated heats are the ftrongcft. • 

Trees 
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Trees generally lofe their leaves middle of Oftober. 
The button tree or platanus occidentalism is of a fine 
parabolick form fit for avenues, but its verdure is of fhort 
continuance, and the tree is not long lived ; it is not full 
in leaf till middle of .May, and its leaves begin to fade 
end of July, 

Our great rains are in Augufl about two months after 
the fummer folftice, and our great fnows in February 
two months after the winter folftice ; the greateft 
fnow in my remembrance was 1716-17, third week of 
February. 

In falling weather, wind, the further north from the 
eaft, the finer and dryer is the fnow ; the further fouth 
fr9m the eaft, the more fieaky and humid is the fnow j 
when the wind comes fouth of the S'. £• it turns to 
rain. 

The winds from the W. S. W. to the N. N. W. arc 
dry winds, fit for dry curing of falt-fifh; further north 
they are damp and foft as coming from the ocean j fur- 
ther fouth are from the hot latitudes, and fun-burn the 
fifli. 

Early fprings accelerate the buds and bloflbms of trcds, 
and' frequently a fubfequent eafterly chill, blafts or 
pinches them -, but are advantageous for hay, becauie a 
late fpring is too foon fucceeded by the fummer^ and the 
grafs before it becomes thick, runs into ftalks, ftraw or 
ftubble, and feed : Indian corn requires early fprings, 
becaufe if too late it is in danger oi autumnal frofb. 

In extreme freezing weather the infenfible perfpiration 
or vapours from the harbour, houfe pumps, .&c. be- 
comes a fcnliblc perfpiration, being by the cold condenfed 
in form of fmoke. 

1732-3, the winter was very Hvere and long with 
gufls of wind, 50 to 60 veffels bound to New-England 
could not hover upon the cpaA: to wait a favourable 
(pvurt of wind and weather for pufhing in ^ Hut werp 
obliged to bear away to Bennud^s, South rC^qlJAa, and 
the Weflt India iflands i peathes were "not generally in 
. P 3 bloflfom 
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Hoffoin tm inrddfe of Way; t^fe efifefts <)f k 'fevcre 
Vintbr^idid not reac^h South-Carolina. 

Oars, bartey arid rice, are ripe middle of July* 

No^Wrrings (alewivcs, the fame ftedids/ appear fouth 
^bf Gteat-©ritain,'and none fouth of New-England, which 
rnakes a difference qf lo d. in lat. but not in tempe- 
yatiin;; therefore the temperature muft be nearly the 
fame, thoitgh differing in latitude ; this is alfo obfervable 
p fa]nK)n. 

Weliave liaturul pacers of horfcs, which at a cow run, 
(a eait which they acquire by pafturing, when colts, 
S^ith the Cows) will pace three miles in feven minutes. 

1719, Oftober 14, hatd froft as jf mid -winter, robins 

^dlftppekr. This winter I Svalked round Bofton Peninfula 

'at a quick pace upon'the ice, without all the wharfs, in 

one hour feven minutes. 

. 'Erid of February arrive wild ' gcefe^ bi^nts" and teal. * 

Our intenfe hot days ^re with the wind from S. to 
W. S; W; fromN. to E. N. E. is our moft chilly 
weather. The dry winds 'ate from W. to N. N. W. 
all other winds carry more or lels damp, this is manitcft 
in the drying of fait cod-fifh. Our dry winds with con- 
tinuance are from the continent N. N. W. to W. S. W. 
our falling weather, is from the" ocean, wind N. N. E. 
to E. S. 'E. the other winds are variable and partake of 
both; • 'From middle of Oftober to middle of April re- 
quires ^chamber fires. Long winters 'are bad for neat 
patrle', bccaufe without fufEcienty^of '-^rafs or hay, fob* 
fifting only by ^rain, they lofc their *cud, Our ftafons 
as to temper of the weather 'may be ieekoned, winter 
from tht winter folftice to the fpring ; equinox, iprin^ 
from faid equinox to fummer folftice, ftrmmer from faid 
folftice fo autumn equinox, and autumn from dicn^ to 
winter folftice. -' 

EhtFof Aitguft^the-fynrfptottis of ipproachitig Winter 
begin tX)^appear, wq till n^thcfall ('autumn) of the year, 
th^l^^Vkis tit itraple'turh'TSd'i^^he leaves of bitch turn 
yelioWi ' Tfe^ ahiis or alder hblds its leaf, -and the ver- 

' ' dure 
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dure of its leaf the longeft, it is a conifer ; the betulo, 
cho' a conifer, lofes its leaf foon. Some afters arc the 
lateft of our wildernefs flowers. We have fcarce any 
winter .flowering Ihrubs. Auguft fometimes is a very 
hot month; 17 19, Auguft 15, fo hot that fome men 
ind cattk die in travelling the road (the fucceeding winter 
was very cold and long) fome boys faint away at fchool, 
ftrong wind S. W. foutherly, dufky morning, ^ 

In fome very fevere winters, fuch as 1 732, lumps of 
ice fettle upon the o/fter banks, and kill the oyfters. 

Wli^n tides fet in higher than ufual for the feafbn and 
time of the moon, it is a fign of eafterly wiiids at fea, 
[)nd vcflels from Europe have ftiort paflTages. 

E^rly winters are generally fevere and long, 

The New-England earthquake of N9V5mber 5, 1732,^ 
an undulatory motion was felt the fame day and hour 
at Montreal in Canada, but more violent i ^his was not 
fo violent as that of 1727, Oftober 29, 10 and half in 
ih^ night, a vibrating motion was felt at Barbadoes the 
proceeding day. 

In hot countries, the birds have gay plumage, and 
fmg but little ; their flowers have beautiful mixtures of 
colours, but little or no fragrancy. In hot countries no 
good wines, extreme h?ats or colds do not agree with 
wines. 

Where there is a hollow fea, land is at a great 
ptifliance : certain kinds of fifh and fowl are fymptoms of 
land. 

The quality of lands in New-England is known by the 
produce ; in the beft lands are cheflinuts and walnuts, 
next is beech and white oak, lower is firr, then pitch 
pines, then whortles or huckle-berry plains, lafl:ly, fome 
marfhy flirubs, low and imperfeft, being.the lowett de- 
gree of fufirutex vegetation. 

We have a few winter birds of paflage, which arrive 
in autumn when the fummer paiTenger birds .depart, and 
go off^ in the Ipring when the fummer paflage birds re- 
turii, V. g. the ihow bird or pafler nivalis, Somepaflcn- 

1' 4 ger 
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gers remain only a few days, fbme a few weeks, others 
for fome ipbi^ths. 

!n New-England arc fome pretty little quadrupcdcs, 
putorius Americanus ftriatas, the pel cat or.fkunk. 
Sciuri or fquirrels of fevcral kinds, the black, the grey 
fox fquirrel, the ferret fquirrel, &c. I feem to forget that 
a place is referved in the appendix for fome things relat- 
ing to natural hiftory. f 

"Goofebcrries, rafpberries, and ftrawberries arc fpon- 
t^neous in all o\ir North- America fettlements. 

The clea.ring and cultivating of wildcrnefs lands, is a 
very laborious and tedious aflfair. 

Between the tropicks, winds are generally caftcrly, 
called trade winds ; from the tropicks to the high lati- 
tudes, they arc variable, but mollly wefterly, being an 
eddy of the trade winds : in the north high latitudes the 
winds arc froze N. E. to N. W. || 

The 

f My fummary defign does not alloMF of botanick excariions. I 
^11 only obfenre* i . that in the coantry near Bofton, I have collet 
^nd deicribed about eleven hundred indigenous fpecies of plants, per- 
^p« a few of them might be cafually impor^d from Europe. Ray in 
his fy nopiis of firitifh plants, enumerates about 1400 diilind fpecies, 
Touracn>rt in his Hiftoire des plantes de;s environs de Paris, enume- 
rates and defcribes about 1 037 fpecies. 2. N ew-£ngland, perhaps aO 
Nprth*A(ncrica, feems mofUy to abound with plants, flpre coxnpofito, 
flore apetalo, capillares, mufei, lichenes and n^ulhrooms. Between the 
tropick^, they ar^ generally anomaIaus,monopeulous and polypctalousi 
not reduceaole to our European tribes, and require a botanical addi- 
tion of more tribes ; Tournefurt in his appendix and corollary hat 
1^0 new genius of verticillatae umbelliferse, cariophylei, and very few 
of the papiiionacei. 3. The marine plants feem to be the fame all 
over the earth, perhaps from the commanications of the feas: the 
maritime plants differ much. 4. 1 he further fouth, the timber and 
other wood rives better into flaves and the like, but does not yield 
muph crooked timber, being fpungy; in the intermediate latitudes, 
^om the alternate variable hot and cold weather, it is not durable ; 
in very hot countries their wood is hard and ponderous. 

II Our intenfe heats arc many weeks after the fummer folftice, 
in the fifil half pf Jfuly ; cur intenfe colds are in January j thus it is 

in 
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The great import of moloiles into New-England, 
hinders the cultivation and malting of barley and other 
grain ; therefore ought to be charged with a high duty» 
equivalent to a prohibition. 

Hunting and other fports of the field are little ufed in 
America. 

The difcovery and fubfcquent poffeffion of American 
lands, gave the Englilh an exclufivc right againft all 
other people, the native Indians excepted. Grants of 
lands to particular perfons, or to companies and cor- 
porations by the crown, notwithftanding of other pur- 
chaiers from the Indians, fixes the tenure of the lands 
in the crown, by fome fmall quit-rent. The Indians of 
:he N. E, parts of America leem to be the leaft im- 
proved of human kind ; they are ftrangers to religion, 
policy, and arts. 

. In New-England, idlenefs prevails too much ; they 
:)b(erve religioufly that article in the fourth command- 
gdent, refted the feventh day, but negled a very efiential 
irticlc, fix days (halt thou labour ; when wages are high 
md provifipns cheap, they do not labour half their time. 

Wild pigeons, palumbus torquatus migratorius, fee 
rol. I. p. 1 26, in their paffage northward, begin to ap- 
pear in New-England end of February and beginning of 
Maich, but not in large numbers, becaufe they travel 
more ioland for the benefit of laft autumn berries of fe- 
deral forts in the wildernefs; they return in their paflage 
(buthward, in larger quantities, end of Auguft; and ibme 
^ears fince have been fold at 4d. currency per dozen j 

n all phaenoxnena of nature whfere there is a reciprocation of caufes 
md effeds ; the intenienefs of ihe eiFefls are fome time after the ef« 
icient caufes have pafTed their height; the ofcillation of the ocean 
in tides, the tides are not the highefl until the third or fourth 
;ide after new and full moon ; in fummer the hotted time of the 
lay is abont 2 or 3 hours P. M. and in winter the coldefttimc of 
he day is generally about the fame hours ; our cold weather ij pro- 
Tadlcd into the fpring feafon of the year, and occafions fliort fprings ; 
3ur warm weather is protraded alfo, and occafions long autumn 
Heather. 

they 
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they at diat leafon k^ep towards the pi witations for the 
benefit of their harveft. They are of great advantaa 
Ui xbeir iibaibas towards vi(Stualling our plantations ; the 
country people feed fome of them (they .are catched aliv^e 
infldis orihares;) for fome time with Indian corn, and 
brought to market, and are good delicate eating ; cu- 
■adog :feed or its oil, are found by experience the beft 
lujre to induce xlie pigeons to their nets. The fpring 
flights 1^5 1 wejrc very large, like thunder fhower clouds, 
but iaoQ ;over. 

Cjuckows, >as ahoyc, come in 4th week of Marchi 
and ^beginning of April; hlack-birds arrive from the 
iiiiuthward about the fame time with the fwallows, 2d 
week. of April. 

Mackarel. See above. 

Brants arrive middle of February, very lean and of 
fhort contimiance, they return in autumn fat, and in 
October proceed fouthward. 

.Cateiby, a late alliduous naturalift, enumerates 1 1$ 
diftinft fpecies of birds from 30 to 45 d. N. lat. in 
Nordi -America, and obferves, that animals, particularly 
birds, diminifli in number of fpecies as we rile thcd^ 
grees of northern latitudes. He obferved about 1 8 forts 
of ferpents •, whereof only 4 are of the viper kind, and 
of thefe the rattle^fnake, viper caudifona Americana, is 
the moft pernicious. 

A frofty winter produces a dry fummer •, a mild winter 
produces a wet fummer. 

Rains and fogs are more common on the (hore and in 
foundings than in deep water at fea. 

In Canada the winds are more uniform and intcnfely 
cold than in New- England, becaufe the bleak damp 
eafterly winds from the ocean do not reach fo far ; the 
Canada fprings are fometimes more early than the fprings 
jn New-England; in Canada the fnows fall early before 
the frofts enter the ground deep, therefore fo focn as the 
fnows difTolve, the fun fooner enters the ground, than 
. i.^. a frozen foil. 

Forcfts 



Forefts cover and retain the fhow long "m the fpring, 
ind occafion late ^rings by their chill I when clcarcdi vie 
hall have better ftafons^ ,, , 

In a mircellany or loofe article, I may be allowed to 
nfert any thing tor information or amufement, if not 
GO foreign "ta ihe .progoJet^ fubjed. i. Our Indians 
brmerly ae<*buntcd'by'-fin^ wampum, % firings of 
vampum, and by belts of wampum ■, Jn the fame man- 
ler as the Englifli account by the denominations of 
>ence, fh~illings, 'an(i,-p^cind&.: 2. An^Iiftljen preacher, 
lavement or naturally in the introdu^ion to his fermon, 
aid, " Brethren, little I know, arid little I Ihall fay ;" 
:hough gcivsrally.the leii a,preacher^k,now^ the more 
edious areliis fernions. indift-theolfjmanncrof jiqgle, 
aid, God does not require of us to part with our Ions, 
IS he did of Abraham of old, but to part with our fms. 
J. Clergy, thoi^h byiotnc fiudto bc'of-h\(maninfiitti- 
ion, are defigned as of good.,ufcto perfu«dc,pc^Ie into 
;ivility and good manners," and^ecm to beeflcntiiiio/o. 
:i«y J but their bad examples of immorality apo'.jMffl- 
>nate condemning cf all who do not foUoW-theit aot ef- 
ential mode or whims, rendek? tbsnvoieiv^hurtful'thaii 
Kneiicial tofociety. 
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SECTION XiL 



Concerning the PfcoviNCE t>f 



N E W - Y O R K. 



TO deduce this colony and any other of the Britifli 
colonks in America, ab origine, as it were, with 
theirjprogreflive improvements and viciffitudes, fee vol. 
I. foflt a* article 3. giving fome account of the difco 
vcriei tnd firft fettlements in America from Europe :— 
and left. 4. general remarks concerning the Britifh colo- 
nies in America, — and particularly p. 204. concerning 
New-Netherlands, comprehending the prefent Britifc 
provinces of New- York, New-Jerfies, and fome part of 
i'enfylvania. In a fummary, references are more proper 
and confonant, than recapitulations. 

As New-Jerfics, and part of Penfylvania,were formerly 
with New- York called the Dutch colony of New-Ne- 
therlands, or Nova-Belgia ; I cannot here avoid by anti- 
cipation mentioning fome things concerning them. 

in thofe times all the country from Maryland to New- 
England was called Nova-Belgia, or New-Netherlands. 
King James L by letters patent April 10, 1606, in 
one patent incorporated two dillinft companies or colo- 
nics. I. The firft colony to Sir Thomas Gates, Sir 
George Summers, Richard HackJuit prebend at Weft- 
minfter, and Edward Maria Wirgfield, Elqj adventu- 
rers ot the city of London with their affociates; from 34^. 

to 
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3 4i d. of northern latitude, including all the lands within 
n hundred miles dire£Uy over-againlt the iea coal):, and 
ack Into the main land one hundred miles from the 
ra coaft, and each plantation or fettlement to extend 

00 miles along the fea coaft. 2. The fecond colony 
> Thomas Hanham,' Raleigh Gilbert, William Parker, 
nd George Poph^pfi, Eiqrs. of the town of Plymouth, 
^ith their aiTociates ; liberty to begin their firft plantation 
:ad feat, at any place upon the coaft of Virginia, where 
aey fhould think fit, between the d^rees of 38 and 45 
f northern latitude i with the like liberties and bounds 
s the firft colony \ provided they did feat within a hun- 
red miles of them. 

What relates to Virginia is referred to the feftion of 
Virginia. Anno 16 10, ttxy lord Delaware was fent go- 
ernor to Virginia by the South Virginia company ;iall- 
ig in with the land about two degrees to the northward 
f the capes of Virginia, difcovered a fine large bay, in 
ompliment to his lordfhip, called Delaware-Bay. 

The Swedes and Finns feem to have been the firft oc- 
upiers of fome parts of that large country, afterwards 
ailed by the Dutch, New-Netherlands 5 they made 
jctlements both fides of Delaware river, and began fevc- 
al towns and forts, Elfenburgh, Cafimier, now called 
fcw-Caftle, &c. The Dutch traded thither and foon be- 
ame more powerful and rich than the Swedes ; the 
Iwedes and Finns followed husbandry only, and being in 
onftant fears from their neighbouring numerous Indians, 
iit themfelves under proteftion of the Dutch 1655, and 
ohn Kizeing the Swedilh governor, made a formal fur- 
ender of that country to Peter Stuivefant governor for 
lie ftates of Holland. Whereupon all that trad of land 

1 North- America from the l^atitude of about gSd. to 
he latitude of about 4 id. in Connefticut, was called 
•^ew-Netherlands by all people, except the Englifh, who 
till claimed it as part of New-England j in fad, governor 
\rgol of Virginia had- feveral bickerings with the Dutch, 
particularly 1618 in the bay of Delaware, and with otherar 

ellcwhepe. 
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elfewhere, in the afFair of the Engliib exdufive trado 
axid property! in tho(e parts 4 bat in the fceneof the dole- 
ful civil wars in England under various forina of ad- 
miniftrationSy finding intricate labour enough ^ hooie^ 
neglefted the Ainerican plantations ; and their nei^* 
bouring Eurcpcaa fetdements at fuU eaie were much inr 
creaied to our prejudice. The progegy of the banditd 
Swedes, who firft fettled Delaware river, ftill live in a 
feparate manner, they have at times preachers and 
books of devotioB/firom Swedes, but do not hold their 
lands of the Penns ; becaufe the royal grant to Penn 
exempts lands tlnen iet^ed by -any chriftians'; but they 
are as to jurifdidtion under the government of Penlylva^ 
nia. 

New-York and Ncfw- Jerfies at firft were traded to, 
and fome fectiement made there, by the Englifh and 
Dutch : the Dutch placed a governor there, ■ of which 
the court of England complamed to the Itates of Hol- 
land; the ftates difowned it, and faid, that it was* only a 
private undertaking of an Amfterdam VVeit-India com- 
pany, and K, James I. commiflioned Edward Langdon 
as governor, and called the country New-Albion ; the 
Dutch fuhraictcd to the Engiifh government: during the 
civil troubles in England in the adminiftrations c^ K. 
Charles I. and of the republican party, the Dutch again 
eftabliflied a government there, till it was reduced by 
England 1 664. When this rcduftion was upon the anvil, 
K. Charles II. made a previous grant of that country, 
called by the Dutch, New-Netherlands, March 12, 
1663-4, of property and government to his brother the 
duke of York. Duke ot York, June 24, 1664, made a 
grant of that portion now called New-Jerfcy, (lb called, 
in compliment to Sir George Carteret a Jerfey-man) joindy 
CO lord Berkley of Stracon, and to Sir George Carteret 
vice chamberlain, and of the privy council j a further ac- 
count of this belongs to the fc&ion of New- Jerfies. 
^ K. .Charles II. anno 1664, fitted out an expedition for 
the redoftion or rccoverv of New-Nethcrlands, fe called 

by 
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by the Dkitch, cdtlfifttog of. ^ f^iMid«>h of fhips com^ 
flflanded by Sir R^dbett G^rr, and l<>me l»nd forces ^h&eafS 
under Ihe Gomttnarid of col.- Richarc^ Nicols-. Upon theiu 
arrival at NewiAmftepd^rtii fince cdBed N^w-York, th«f 
Dutch aftef kiMe fl*SW of refift^ce, but rftuch terriiied, 
upon the offers of ^ote<9:ton for th«ir perfons and pro- 
pierties, and libertjt t6 remove with all their efFcfts, i^ 
they fa\v fit,fafemitt^ tothe Englifti; articles were drawn 
.Dp,figned and exchanged in September i664itheEhglilh 
pofTelfed of New-Aiifilterdam, called it New- York : in a 
fhort time thereafter, the EngHlh fquadron entered De- 
laware bay and river, and all the fettlements there, 
followed the Example of the Dutch capital New-Adiftcr- 
dam, and poflefli^ of all New-Netherlands was taken 
for and in die name of the duke of York, to whom K* 
Charles his brother had pre vioufly given it by a royal 
patent ; ' and all manner of jurifdidion, as wett civil as 
military, was exercifed throughout the whole couc)tr)>i 
excepting in the Jerfies, which the duke of York had dii^ 
|xrfed of to Berkley and Carteret, by the fole appoint* 
mcnt of the duke and his deputies. 

By the third article of the peace of Breda figned July 
2ij^ 1667, bet\\'cen England and the United Provinces^ 
the Englilh were to remain in pofleflion of that whole 
country, inexchange for the country of Surinanfi, which 
the Dutch had taken from the Englifti. K. Charks iA 
the beginning of 1672, having declared war againft the 
United Provinces, the Dutch lent a fquadron of Ihlps to 
New- York, which thdy foon reduced with the reft of 
the country 5 but by a peace concluded at Weftminfter, 
February ^^ t6y^'/^^ in the fixth article it was again re* 
ftored to England in gentral terms> " that whatfoever 
countries, iflands, towris> ports, caftles, or forts have 
or (hall be taken on both fides^ flnce the time that th« 
late unhappy war broke out^ either in Europe or clfe- 
where, (hall be reftored to the former lord and propri- 
etor, in the fame condition they (hall be in when rfie 
peace itielf (hall be proclaimed ; after which time there 

(hall 
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fhall be no fpoil nor plunder of the inhabitants^ nor de- 
molition of fortifications, nor carrying away of guns, 
powder, or other military ftores which belonged to any 
caftle or fort at the time when it was taken." 

This tra£t of land, as it had been taken and poileft 
by a foreign power, though afterward delivered or fur- 
rendered back by treaty, to obviate or remove all difputcs 
concerning the validity of former grants, K, Charles was 
advifed to make a new grant of that country to his bro- 
ther the duke of York by letters potent, bearing date^ 
June 29, 1674. 

Let us now proceed more particularly to the province 
of New- York, the fubjeft of this feftion. 

Anno 1664, K. Charles II. appointed commiflioners to 
fettle the boundaries of the feveral colonies : * from 
mifinformation they fettled the line between New- York 
and Conne(5ticut by a N. N. W. line, as is mentioned in 
our vol. II. p. 161 ; they were made to believe that this 
N. N. W. line would leave 20 miles to New- York on 
the eaft fide of H^dfon's river j whereas it foon croffed 
Hudfon's river, and left many of the Dutch fettlcments 
upon Hudfon's river, to the colonies of Maflachufetts- 
Bay, and Connefticut, but thefe colonies never took 
poflcfllon thereof. This line is upon record in New- 
York and Connefticut. 

. The partition line of New-York with Conneflicut was 
run February 24, 1684, by commiflioners of both colo- 
nies, and figned at the town of Milford in Connedkicut 
by col. Thomas Dongan governor of New- York, and by 
Robert Treat, Efq-, governor of Connecticut, and confirm- 
ed by king William in council, March 28, 1700; but as 
this line was not well, marked, diftinguiflied, or afccr- 
tained, cfpecially as to the equivalent lands ; not long 
fince, by both parties, it was finally run, well marked out, 

• We formerly mentioned, their fettling of the boundaries between 
the colonies of MaiTachufecti-Bay and RhcKle-liland. 

and 
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id afcertained, and confirmed by the king in council, 
5 is related in our vol. II p. i6i. in the fccSlion of Con- 
efticut. ' 

As to the caftern boundary of the province of New- 
''ork ; New- York hint at claiming fo far eaft as Connefti- 
jt river, becaufe i . By ancient Dutch maps publilhed be- 
>re the Englifh royal grants of the colonies of Maflachu- 
«s-Bay and Connefticut, the Dutch had aftually a fort 
c the mouth of Conne6ticut river, as appears by re- 
ords. f 2. That part of New-Netherlands in the duke 
f York's grant, is defcribcd, " and alfo all that ifland or 
iflands, <:ommonly called by the feveral name or names 
of Mattowacks or Long- Ifland, fituate, laying, and 
being towards the weft of Cape-Cod and the narrow 
Highganfets, abutting upon the main land between the 
two rivers, there called and known by the feveral names 
^ of Connefticut and Hudfon's rivers, and all the lands 
• from the weft fide of Connefticut river to the eaft fide 
^ of Delaware-Bay." 3. This ifland, now called Long-* 
[land^ remains with the province of New- York, by a 
titttual tacit confent of both colonies. In anfwer to 
hefe allegations it is obvious, i. That the line lately 
^ed between New- York and Connefticur, and confirm- 
d or ratified by the king in council, is at twenty miles 
aft of Hudfon's river, and cuts off all their claims of this 
lature upon Connedicut, ^. By the like parity of rea- 
bn, and precedent, the New- York clainl to that part of 
VlaflTachuietts-Bay, which lies weft of Connecticut river, 
s cut off -, moreover, the Dutch never traded or fettled 
b high upon Conne<5licut river. 3. Therefore in equity. 
Mew- York is bounded north of Connefticut N. W. corner, 
3y a line parallel to. and at twenty miles diftant eaft of 

f The children of William Brown, Efq; of Salem in New-Eng- 
land, are great-grand-children of a grand-daugliter of mynhecf Pjo- 
volt, at that time governor of this fort. 

Vol. IL Q^ JIudfoa'i 
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Hudfon's river, to ovcr-againft the great crook *, elbow, 
br great falls of Hudfon's river, and thence in a due 
north line to the fouth boundary line of the French Ca- 
nada country ; || this line with other difputable claims 

* Great crooks of boundary rivers not well difcovered and dcp 
fcribed at the times of granting and bounding colonies, are now con* 
firued as a termination of fucn lines ; thus it was lately by determi- 
nation of the king in council with refpe^t to the line between the 
provinces of Mafiachufetts-Bay and New-Hamp(hire at Pantuckct 
falls of Merrimack river, fee vol. I. p. 423. 

II The various difputes between the courts of Great-Britain and 
France (I mud once.an4 again beg pardon for meddling in ftate af- 
fairs, or arcana imperii, by chance they fall in my way, and in fome 
manner I fcramble over them) concerning the national properties and 
jurifdiftions of fome difputable countries in America, which perhaps 
might have been fettled in the late definitive (fo called) treaty of Aix 
la Chapelie, more expeditioufly and with better effeft, confidering 
1 . That by meer dint of good fortune, providence feemed to be (n 
our f]de, ani gave us pofTeffion of Louifbourg at the mouth or entrance 
of St. Laurence or Canada great river, the French Dunkirk of North 
America. 2. By our natural fuperiority at fea, we had entirely ob- 
ftruded the French plantation American trade, which might have in- 
duced or forced the French to make us fome favourable conceflions ; 
than by tedious and generally inefFedtive fubfequent treaties by com- 
miiTaries, which frequently terminate-only in a neutrality rill next ge- 
neral rupture, or in fome mutual conceflions by way of equivalents 
detriiPer.tal to that fide who may have lately received the law ; thus 
for irftance, if-the court of Great- Britain at this juncture fhould quit 
claim, the neutral iflands in the VVefl- Indies to the French, as an 
equivalent for fome conceflions to be made in Nova-Scotia by the 
court of France to the Britifh. 

At prefent, 1751, the French with a confiderable military force, 
make a ftand on the north fide of Chiconedo bay and river in about 
45 d. 25 m. The parallel of 45 d. is the northern extent of king 
Jar»es I. grant 1606 to the North-Virginia company ; this is perhaps 
the foundation of the French claim. If the partition line with France 
nr Canada is to be fettled at 45 d. north lat. continued; it will fall in 
.vt.\ St. Laurence or Ontario river, a little above Montreal; includ- 
iny; the greatefl part of Champlain or Corlaers lake with the formerly 
Dutch country adjoining. If the fouth limits of Canada are thus 
iluied. New- York weft line will begin at this termination, and pafs 
2.'.ing Ontario river to Ontario lake, along Ontario lake, and itscoai- 
i.iunicatingrun of water to lake Erie, till it meets with Penfylvania 
Horth line. 
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is now in agitation at Pa;:is by Britifli and French comr 
miffaries, 

Unlefs there be fome general, but definitive articles 
of agreement, fee vol. I. p. 13, with the French, con- 
cerning boundaries, we ought to have a continued refi- 
dence of commiffaries at Paris or elfewhere -, if the pre- 
fent commiflaries art fo happy as to fettle the boundary 
Jines, between Canada on the French fide, and Nova- 
Scotia, New-England, "and New- York on the Britifli fide, 
-there will ftill remain further lines to be fettle-^, of 
which I can give fome inftances, which may occafion 
great contention, the fymptoms whereof appear already; 
but as thefe things at prefent are in embrio, I fliall touch 
upon them only by way of annotational amufement. * 

The 

* There is a trafl of valuable land weft foutherly from Penfylva- 
toia : Pepfylvania in the grant extends 5 d. W. from Delaware ri- 
ver, and takes a confiderable {hare of lake Erie, and within which 
bounds fmce the late peace the French have eredled a fortification 
with a view of claiming that country, as formerly they built a fort 
at . Crown-point, to fix a claim to the country of lake Champlain. 
Our Indian traders inform us, that below lake Erie, upon the river 
Ohio, called by the French La Belle Riviere, and the great river Oua- 
bache, which jointly fall into the grand river of MiBiiFippi, are the 
mod valuable lands in all' America, and extend 506 to 600 miles 
' in a level rich foil. Luckily for us, the French, lall war, not being 
capable of fupplying the Indians' of thofe rivers with goods fuffi- 
cienC, thefe Indians dealt with our traders, and a number of them came 
to Philadelphia to treat with the Englifh ; hitherto they have faith- 
fully obferved their new "alliance : thefe Indians are called the Twich- 
etwhees, a large nation, much fuperior in numbers to all our Six 
nations, and independent of them. This gave the government of 
Canada much uneafinefs, that fo confiderable a body of Indians with 
their territory, trade, and inlet into the Miffiflippi, Ihould be lopt 
from them ; accordingly the governor of Canada in the autumn. 1750,. 
wrote to the governors of New- York and Penfylvania, acquainting 
them, that our Indian traders had incroachcd lb far on their tcrri-. 
tories by trading with their Indians ; that if they did not defift, he 
ftiould be obliged to apprehend them, wherever they Ihould be found 
within thefe bounds; accordingly in the fpring 1751, fome French 
parties with their Indians, feized three of ou/ traders, and confined 
them in Montreal or Quebeck: the Twichetwhees, our late allies, re- 
fcntcd this,, and immediately rendezvouzcd to the number of 500 to 

0^2 6c>ti» 
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The north and fouth boundaries in North-America, 
dominions belonging or claimed by different fovereignties, 
and of feparate colonies under the fame fovereign, arc 
beft determined by parellels of latitude which may be 
fuppofed invariable; thus the boundary of Hudfon's-Bay 
company by the treaty of Utrecht is well fixed at 49 d. N, 
lat. ; perhaps that of Canada with Nova-Scotia, New- 
England and New- York, may be fettled at 45d j in New- 
England that of Maffachufetts-Bay with New-Hampihire, 
by the king in council is fixed at a parcllel of about 42 d. 
50 m; Maf&chufetts-Bay with Rhode-Ifland and Con- 
nefticut is in 42d. 2 m; New- York with Penfylvania is 
in 42 d. t compleated, or the beginning of the 43 d. 
which is 20 miles north of New- York ftation point with 
the Jerfies; Virginia with the Carolinas as fettled, 1739, 
is in about 36 d. 40 m. Some colonies are only bound- 
ed by rivers, the river Powtomack bounds Virginia 
from Maryland, the river Savannah divides South-Caro- 
lina from Georgia. 

600, and fcoared the woods till they found three French traders, and 
delivered them up to the government of Penfylvania. Here the matter 
refts, and waits for an accomodation betwixt our governor and the 
French governor, as to exchange of prifoners ; and as to the main 
point of the queftion, in fuch cafes the French never cede till drubb'd 
into it by a war, and confmned by a fubfequent peace. However, it 
is probable that in a few years our fettlements,if well attended to, will 
be carried thither, if with the prote6tion of the Indians of that na- 
tion, they are countenanced by our governments. With this view 
the goveFnor of Penfylvania is labouring with the aflembly to have 
fome place of ftrength, fecurity, or retreat for our Indian traders, 
under the name of a trading or truck-houfe ; the Indians have given 
their confent to this fcheme, which they never granted to the French; 
ic will be a difficult matter to perfuade a quaker afTembly into any 
thing, where a military ftrength or fecurity is implied. 

We may obferve, that fome part of thefe Indian lands W. footh- 
crly of Penfylvania, to the quantity of 6oo,oco acres, have a year 
or two ago, been granted by the crown to a company of gcndc- 
men in Virginia, free of quit-rent for 2 1 years ; in the prayer of 
their petition j they propofe the fettling and cultivating the fame, as 
well as to carry on trade with the Indians. The whole of this 
affair is now rgprefanted at home to the miniftry, by the governor of 
Penfylvania. 

In 
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In all affairs the French aft the huckfters, at firft 
make great demands, but afterwards gradually recedCi 
It is faid, that as the French are now in poflcflion of 
Crown- Point fort and fettlement near lake Champlain in 
about 44 d. N. lat. their firft demand of boundaries was 
a parallel of 44d. lat. which cuts off from us part of 
New- York and New-Hampfhire, almoft the whole of 
the province of Main, all the good country upon Quene- 
beck river, all Sagadahock or the late property of duke 
of York, almoft the whole of Nova-Scotia, including A- 
napolis-Royal in 44 d. 40 m. and Chebuftain 44d. lom. 
and Canfo ; the French court, are fincc faid to have 
ceded, and propofed to make a ceffion of one degree 
of latitude ; that is, their bounding parallel of latitude 
Ihall be ^45 d. as the grant of K. James I. anno 1606, to 
the North- Virginia company extended no further ; and 
moreover, that the French governor Champlain hadtikcn 
pofleflion of. the gulph and river of St. Laurence be- 
fore this, and before the Dutch occupied the New- 
York fettlement. This parallel of 45 d. in favour of 
the French includes all the Canfo iflands with the northern 
parts of the bay of Fundy : and the good country upon 
St. John's river ; leaving to Great-Britain the peninfula 
of- Nova-Scotia, Crown- Point, and the greateft part of the 
country upon lake Champlain or the Dutch Corlaers 
lake ; i" the ceffion of Nova-Scotia to Great-Britain by 
the treaty of Utrecht, was underftood by the nation or 
people of Great-Britain to be according to the extent 
of the French commiffion fo far as Cape-Rofiers, to Mr. 
Subercaffe their laft governor of L* Accadie ; but by a 
parallel of 45 d. in the meridian of Cape-Rofiers in lat. 
of 5od. 30m. we give up ^d. 30m. of latitude; in 
the meridian of Quebeck in lat. 46 d. 55 m. we give up 
about id. 55m. of latitude 5 in the meridian of Mont- 

+ This Corlaer was a principal man amongft the Dutch fettlers, 
and this lake was called by his name ; the French call it lake Champ-* 
)ain, and it generally has obtained that name ; Champlain yvzs the 
£rft governol" of Canada. 

QL 3 real. 
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real, a very fmall^matter. Thus the French explain the 
loofe treaty of Utrecht^ to our very great difadvantage, 
as if they gave the law, and were fupreme judges there- 
of V O tempora ! 

The north boundary of the province of New-York^ 
may be, the fouth hne of Canada when fettled ; pro- 
bably it will begin at a point in a meridian twenty miles, 
eaft of the crook or great falls* of* Hudfon's river, and 
running weft will crofs lake Chaoiplain, and terminate 
in Cataraqui river. 

Its W. line runs up Cataraqui river, and lake called 
generally lake Ontario, and terminates on lake Erie in 
north lat. 42 d. complete. From Ofwego upon lake 
Ontario may be reckoned the width of the government 
of New- York, 220 miles, viai due W. from the lake 
20c miles to Albany on Hudfon's river, and from Al- 
bany 20 miles due W. to the weft line of MafTachufetts- 
Ba} province. 

The fouthern line of the province of New- York is in 
feveral direftions or flexures. 1. From lake Erie along 
the north or head line of Penfylvania in lat. 42. to De- 
laware river. 2. Thence 20 miles down faid river to 
the north divifiona) point of New- York and New-Jerfies 
on laid river in lat. 4.1 d. 40 m. 3. Thence in a ftreight 
line E. 42 d, S. to 41 d. lat. on Hudlbn's river. 4, Thence 
12 miles down Hudfon's river ta north end of the ifland 
oi New- York, then down faid Hudfon'j river on the 
W. fide of New- York ifland to Sandy-point, the en- 
trance of New-York road and harbour about 30 miles. 
5. T^ertce along the fouthern fhore of Long-Ifland, 
- round the E. end of Long-Ifland, including Fifher's 
illund and Gardner's ifland, which lie near the entrance 
of New-London harbour in Thames river ot Connefti- 
cut colony ; then along the northern fhore of Long- 
Ifland found to over-againft the mouth of Byram river, 
where the v^eltern divifional line between New- York and 
Conne6licut begins. 

I'he eaftern line is from the mouth of Byrar? river, 

^long 
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ilong the Oblong as defcribed in the feftion of Connedi- 
cut, vol. II. p. 161, to the N. W, corner of Connefticut 
colony or S. W. corner of the province of Maflachufetts- 
Bay, about 80 miles : thence in a parallel with Hudfon's 
river at 20 miles diftance E. from Hudfon's river, 
riong the weftern line of Maflachufetts-Bay, about 47 
miles to the N. W. corner of Maflachufetts-Bay, which 
is the S, W, corner of lands lately annexed, or crown 
lands put under th^ jurifdiftion of the province of 
New-Hampfliire pro tempore ^ thence in a like parallel 
from Hudfon's river, about 40 miles upon the weftern 
line of New Hamplhire, to the latitudes of the great falls 
or crook of Hudfon's river ; thence in a due meridian 
line on the weft line of the crown lands, f at prcfent in 
the jurifdiftion of New-Hampftiire, to the fouth boun- 
dary line of Canada, when by much protrafted and finally 
perhaps difadvantageous negociations it ftiall be deter- 
mined. The reader 'may obferve, that I have neither 
inclination nor intereft to be of any fide, other than fo- 
licitous for a national concern.- 

We may obferve, that as the dividing line between New- 
York and New-Jerfies in duke of York's grant of 1664 to 
lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, is from the N. lati- 
tude of 41 d. on Hudfon's river, to the lat. of 41 d. 40 m, 
on the northermoft branch of Delaware river ; fo that 
the fixing of the two latitudes, and running of the line 
between them, was all that was required for the fettling 

^- In a late final fettlement of the north boundary of the proyince 
of MafTachufetts-Bay ; if the adminiflration at home, for the uiterefl 
of our mother country and its plantations, Jiad been advifed by gen- 
tlemen intelligent in the affair ; the lands north of that line, being 
crown lands, might have been annexed to the province of Mafla- 
chufets-Bay, though not in property, yet in jurifdidtion, as are the 
lands of Sagadahock ; the infigniiicant impotent fmall province of 
New- Hamplhire can never be capable of cultivating and defending it 
againit the Canada French and their Indians; fo large a trad of wil- 
dernefs lands as this, is, leaving a vail country uncultivated, or to the 
ufe and improvement of the French. 

0.4 of 
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of that line: accordingly 17195 by a(5l of the general 
aflemblies of both provinces, commiffioners and fur-, 
veyprs were appointed ; , after many obfervations, the 
latitude of 4? ci. 40 m. on the norther moft branch of 
Delaware river was fettled, and executed by indentures 
under hands and fe^ls ; and to conimemorate the fame, 
thefe indentures were recorded at Perth- Amboy in New- 
Jerfey, lib. D. No. 2, p. 280, &c» ajid in New-York in 
a book of entries beginning Auguft 1739, p. 168, &c, 
then a ftreight line was run by the faid commiffioners 
and furveyors to Hudfon's river, and the furveyors made 
many obfervations there, of the meridian altitudes of 
the fun and proper ftars, to difcover the proper lati- 
tude on Hudfon's river ; but the commiffioners never 
met afterwards to fix that point •, therefore it remains 
undetermined to this day, though frequently demanded 
by the Eaft- Jerfies. 

The deed of the equivalent lands, (fee vol, II. p. 
161) called the Oblong from Connefticut to New- York 
in the king's name, was not fealed or delivered until 
May 14. the grant of the greateft part of thefe lands to 
Sir Jofeph Eyles and company was next day after, be- 
' ing the 15th of May, and not put upon record till fomc 
time thereafter. The controverfy between Eyles and 
company, and Hauly and company, concerning the pro- 
perty of thefe lands, is ftiil fubfifting ; the contrafted 
nature of a fummary does not allow us tq infert it at 
large ; only wc obferve, * that Sir Jofeph Eyles and com- 
pany, March 10, 1730-1, prefented a petition to the king 
in council for this land, by the name of " a certain 
*' traft of land in your majefty's province of New- York 
*' in America, &c." computed at 62,000 acres •, on the 
fame day it was referred to a committee of the privy 
council, and 24th of that month, they refer it to the 
lords commiffioners pf trade and plantations; the 

• This I infe t in fo minute a manner* by w.iy of information, how 
plantation affairs are managed at the fcveral boards in Great- Biitain. 

lordi 
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ords of trade made their report'to the lords of the 
:omniittee, " We think it for his majefty's fervice to 
;rant to them, . their heirs and afligns, the lands they 
petition for," &c. and on the 30th March 1731, the 
ords of the committee make their report to the king 
n council, " apprehending that all reafonable encou- 
:agement ought to be given for the fettling of lands in 
rour majeily's plantations, do agree with the opinion of 
he faid lords commiflfioners for trade, &c. and that 
t may be advifable for your majefty to grant to the 
)etitioners the faid lands in the manner above propofed.** 
\pril 8, 1 73 1, the king in council approves of the 
eport of the lords of the committee, and orders a 
grant accordingly, by ordering the lords commifli- 
>ners of his majefty's treafury to prepare a warrant 
br paffing it, and on the 4th of May 1731, the lords 
:ommiffioners of the treafury direfted the warrant for 
:he grant to the attorney and folicitor general ; the 
grant itfclf, under the great feal of Great-Britain, is 
dated May 15, 1731; after reciting the words of the 
petition, " are gracioufly pleafed to gratify the peti- 
doners of their requeft : know ye,'* fitc.fr— About the 
ffsime time the governor and council of New- York 
granted, by virtue of their royal inftruftion for granting 
of province lands, to Hauty dnd company the fame lands; 
which of thefe grants fhalltake place, is not as yet de* 
cided ; it is certain, Aat thfe deed of thefe equivalent 
lands, from Connedicut to his majefty was not kklcd and 
delivered until May 14, 1 73 1, yet at the diftanc* of 1000 
leagues was granted next day to Eyles, &c. ' • ' 

• 

The extent of the province government or jurifdidion 
of New- York is as follows ; from N. to S. that is, from 
Sandy-Hook in lat. 40 d. 30 m. to the fuppofcd Canada 
line in the parallel of 45 d. lat. are 313 Englifh miles ; 

f There feems to be fome impolition in the petition of Sir Jofeph 
Eyles and company, reprefenting thefe lands, as produAive of pitch, 
tar, other naval Hores^ mines, and farrs. 

the 
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the extent from -W. to E. is various, i. From the 
E. foutherly termination of the boundary line between 
the Jerfies and New- York in lat. 41 d. upon Hudfon's 
river to By ram river, where the colony ot Connefticut 
begins, are 10 miles. 2. From the W. northerly ter- 
mination of the faid boundary line between Jerfey and 
New-York on the north branch of Delaware river in kt. 
41 d. 4 m. to Connefticut W. line, including the Oblong, 
are 82 miles, whereof about 60 miles from Delaware river 
to Hudfon's river, and 22 miles from Hud(bn*s river to 
the prefentConnefticut W. line, Oblong included. 3. From 
41 d. 40 m. on Delaware river. New- York runs 20 miles 
higher on Delaware river to the parallel of 42 d. lat. which 
by Penfylvania royal grant divides New- York from the 
province of Penfylvania ; upon this parallel New- York 
is fuppofed to extend weft to lake Erie ; and from 
thence along lake Erie, and along the communicating 
great run ot v/ater f from lake Erie to lake Ontario or 
Cataraqui, and along lake Cataraqui and its difcharge 
Cataraqui river to the aforcfaid Canada fuppofed line 
with the Bririlh colonies -, we fhall inftance the breadth 
of New- York province from Ofwego •, [| a& being a me- 
dium 

•f In this run of water or communicating river, are the noted 
great Niagara falls frequently montioned, and a French pafs to keep 
up the coinmunicatioa between Canada and MifCilippi, called fort 
Denonville. 

]I Ofwego, formerly mentioned, is a fort and Indian trading place 
in times of peace, with a garrifon of 25 foldiers from the foor in- 
dependent regular companies, to prevent any difordcrs in trade; this 
being in the feafon a kind of Indian fair : laft French war the garrifon 
confilled of 200 men of regular troops and militia, and the French did 
not f.nd it convenient to mo'.eft them. Our traders with the Indians 
fit out fiom Al jany, and piy a certain duty upon what they vend and 
buy Lt Ofv/ego ; their rout is; from Albany to Scheneftady town or 
corporation upon Mowhawks river, 16 miles land carriage; thence 
pp Mohawks river, in this river is only one fhort carrying place 
at a fall in that river ; from Mowhawks river a carrying place of 3 
to 5 miles according to the foalor.s, here are convenient Dutch land 
carriages to be hired, to a river which falls into the Oneides lake; 
then IVom this lake down Onondagues river to Ofwego trading 

place 
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dium in this line. Ofwego fort and trading place with 
many nations of Indians upon the lake Ontario, Cata- 
raqui or Ofwego in lat. 43 d. 33 m. lies weft northerly 
from Albany about 200 miles, and 20 miles from Albany 
to the weft line of the province of Maflachufetts-Bay, in 
in all about 220 miles. Montreal lies N. by E. of Albany 
above 200 miles. 

Befides, the main land country of New- York, there are 
{ome iflands belonging to it. i. Long-Ifland, called by 
the Indian's Matowacks, and by the Dutch, Naflau, it lies 
in length from E. to W. about 120 miles, and at a me- 

place upon lake Ontario, there is a ihort fall in Onondagues river. 
Almoil the whole of the eaft fide of the Ontario lake lies in the Onon- 
dagues country. From Ofwego fort to Niagara falls or French fort 
Dononville arc about 160 miles, and from Ufwego fort 60 miles to 
fort Frontanac, alfo called Cataraqui fort, where the lake vents by 
Cataraqui river, which with the Outawae river makes St Laurence 
river called the great river of Canada ; this fort Frontanac is about 
200 miles down that rocky river to Montreal. 

By conjefture of the French Coureurs des bois in round numbers, 
the circumferences of the five great lakes or inland feas of North- 
America, are, Ontario 200 leagues, Erie, 200 leagues, Hurons 300 
leagues, Mihagan 300 leagues, and the upper lake ^co leagues. 

As I do not write this, as a rigidly connected piece, I mention 
fcveral things as they occur, but without any confiderable deviation. 

1 . The Mohawk nation of our allied New-York Indians live on the 
fouth fide of a branch of Hudfon's river called Mohawks river, but 
not on the north fide thereof; a5 is reprefented in the French maps. 

2. The Oneides nation lie about. 100 miles W. from Albany, near 
^he head of the Mohawks river. 3. The Onondagues lie about 13* 
miles weft from Albany. 4. The Tufcaroras, an adventitioas or fbcth 
nation (in former times they were called the Five nations), live partly 
with the Oneides, and partly with the Onondagues. 5. The Cayugas 
about 160 miles vv^eft from Albany. 6. The Senecas who live upon 
the frontiers of Peniylvania are about 140 miles weft from Albany. 
A Frence noted writer M. de Lifle calls thefe Five nations by the 
name of Iroquois. 

Formerly the French had popifti miflionaries with the Oneides^ 
Onondagues, and Cayugas, and endeavoured to keep them in their 
interclt. 

There is fcarce any beaver in the country of the Five nations; 
therefore their hunting at a great diftance from home, occafions fre- 
quent jarrings with other Indian nations; this trains them up by 
pradice, to be bet:er warriors than the other Indian nations. 

dium 
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diiim is about lo miles broad; its eaft fliorc is a (andy 
fiat, as is all the E. fhore of North- America from Cape- 
Cod of New-England in N. lat. 42 d. 10 m. to Cape-Flo- 
rida in about 25 d. N. lat. Upon this fhore of Long-Ifland 
are very few inlets, and thefe very fhallow : its north 
fide is good water, being a found between it and the 
main land of Connefticut ; the wideft part of this near 
New-Haven of Connedlicut does not exceed 8 leagues. 
Two thirds of this ifland is a barren fandy foil. The 
eaftern parts were fettled from New-England, and re- 
tain their cuftoms ; the weftern parts were fettled by the 
Dutch, where many families to this day underftand 
no other language but the Dutch. It is divided into 
3 counties, Queen*s county. King's county, and Suffolk 
county, and pays confiderably above one fourth of the 
taxes or charges of the government of the province. 
Hell-Gate, where is the confluence or meeting of the E. 
and W. tide in Long-Ifland' found, is about 12 miles 
from the city of New- York. 2. Staten-Ifland at its E. 
end, has a ferry of three miles to the W. end of Long- 
Ifland ; at its W, end is a ferry of one mile to Perth- Am- 
boy of Eafl:- Jerfics, it is divided from Eafl:- Jerfies by a 
creek; is in length about 12 miles, and about fix miles 
broad, makes one county, called Richmond, which pays 
fcarce one in one and twenty of the provincial tax; 
it is all in one parifli, but feveral congregations, viz. an 
Englifli, Dutch, and French congregation ; the inhabitants 
are moflily Englifli ; only one confiderable village, called 
Cuckold's-town. 3. Nantucket, Martha's vineyard and 
Elizabeth iflands were formerly under the jurifdiftion of 
Nev^-York, ; but upon the revolution they were annexed 
by the new charter of Maflachufetts-Bay, to the jurifdic- 
tion of Maflachuletts-Bay ; not many years fince, fome of 
the freeholders of thefe iflands when occafionally in New- 
York, were arrellcd for the arrears of the general quit- 
rents of thefe iflands. 4. Manhatans, the Indian name, 
Ncw-Amfterdam the Dutch name, or New- York the Eng- 
lifli name, may be called an ifland, though it has a comr 

munication 



of NeW-Yorl; 137 

munication with the main land, by King's bridge, the 
whole ifland being about fourteen miles long, but very 
narrow, is all in thejurifdidtion of the city of New- York ; 
it lies on the mouth of Hudfon's river. 

In the province of New- York are four incorporated 
towns, who hold courts within themfelves, fend reprc- 
fentatives to the general aflcmbly or legiflature, with 
fundry exclufive privileges, i. The city of New- York 
and its territory, formerly eftablifhed by col. Dongan, 
fends four reprefentatives. 2. The city of Albany pro- 
bably had their charter alfo from col. Doiigan, ami is 
nearly the fame with that of New- York, fends two repre- 
fentatives. 3. The borough of Weft-Chefter ; and 4. The 
townfhip of Schenedlady ; it feems thefe two corporations 
had their charters before the revolution, and each of them 
fend one reprefentative to the general aflembly. 

As a fpecimen of town corporation charters, in the 
plantations, I ihall infert an extraft of the charter of the 
city of New- York ; it is the fulleft and the moft exclu^ 
five of any of them. It begins by mentioning or recit- 
ing feveral grants of privileges which they have enjoyed 
by patents and charters. , " Whereas the city of New- 
** York is an ancient city, and the citizens anciently a 
body politick with fundry rights, privileges, &c. as well 
by prefcription as by charters, letters patent, grants and 
confirmations, not only of divers governors and com- 
*' manders in chief in the faid province, bur alfo of feve- 
'^ ral governors, direftors, generals, and commanders in 
*' chief of the Nether Dutch nation, whilft the fame was 
** or has been undertheir power and fubjeftion. That Tho- 
*' mas Dongan, Efq-, lieutenant governor of New- York, 
'^ under king James II. Auguft 27, 1686, by a charter 
** confirmed all their former grants not repugnant to the 
'' laws of England and province of New- York, with fome 
*' additions, granting to them all the unappropriated lands to 
*' low-water mark in Manhatan's ifland, under the yearly 
*' quit-rent of one beaver fkin, or the value thereof ; their 
V jurifdiftion to extend all over the idand, &c.'* That 
this charter was confirmed by a fubfequent charter from 
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lord Cornbury governor, April 19, 1708, with fomc 
additions granting to them the ferries, &c. That as 
fome queftioned the validity of their former charters, 
becaufe they were in the governor*s name only, and not 
in the name of their kings and queens, they petition 
governor Montgomery for a new charter, confirming all 
their former privileges, with fome additions •, granting 
to them four hundred feet below low-water mark in 
Hudfon^s river, &c. 

Governor Montgomery's charter by which they now 
hold, is dated January 15, 1730, and afterwards con- 
firmed or corroborated by an ad: of the provincial affem- 
bly or legiflature of New- York, and declared to be a 
publick aft, relating to the whole colony. Tl^ fub- 
ftance of this charter is as follows. 

" They are incorporated by the name of the mayor, al- 
dermen and commonality of the city of New- York.— 
The city to be divided into feven wards, viz. weft- ward, 
" fouth-ward, duck-ward, eaft-ward, north-ward, Mont- 
** gomery-ward, and the out- ward divided into the Bowry 
*** divifion and Harlem divifion. — The corporation to con- 
" fift of one mayor, one recorder, and feven aldermen, 
** feven affiftants, one fherifF, one coroner, one com- 
*' mon clerk, one chamberlain or treafurer, one high con- 
•' ftable, fixteen afleflbrs, feven colleftors, fixteen con- 
" ftables, and one marfhal. The mayor with confent of 
*' the governor, may appoint one of the aldermen his de- 
*' puty. The governor yearly to appoint the mayor, Ihe- 
" riff, and coroner, and the freeholders and freemen in 
*' their refpeftive wards to chufe the other officers, ex- 
*' cepting the chamberlain, who is to be appointed in coun- 
** cil by the mayor, four or more aldermen, and four or 
** more affiftants. The mayor to appoint the high con- 
** ftable ; all officers to take the proper oaths, and to con- 
" tinue in office till others have been chofen in their 
** rooms ; when any officer dies, the ward is to chufc an* 
" other ; upon refufal to ferve in office, the common 
** council may impofe a fine not exceeding 15 1. fonthe 
^* ufe of the corporation. The mayor or recorder, and 
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" four or more aldermen, with four or more affiftants, to 
" be a common council to make by-laws, to r^ulate the 
" freemen, to leafe lands and tenements, &c. but to da 
" nothing inconfiftent with the laws of Great-Britain or 
" of this province ; fuch laws and orders not to continue 
** in force exceeding 12 months, unlefs confirmed by- the 
^' governor and council. May punifli.by disfranchifing, or 
'* fines for the ufe of the corporation. The common coun- 
'« cil Ihall decide in all coatrovcrted eledions of officers, 
" The comnK)n council may be called by the mayor, or 
** in his abfence by the- recorder 5 fiiie of a member for 
" nonattendance not exceeding 20 s. for the ufe of the 
" corporation. The corporation may eftablifli as many 
" ferries as they may fee fit, and let ttie fame. To hold a 
" market at five or more diflferent places every day of the 
" week, excepting Sunday -, to fix the affize of bread, 
«* wine, &c. The mayor with four or mpre aldermen 
** may make freemen, fees not to exceed 5 1. -, none buc 
*' freemen Ihall retail goods or exercife any trade, penalty 
" 5I.; no aliens to be made free. To commit common 
** vagabonds, ereft work-houfcs, goals, and alms- houfes. 
** The mayoi;^ to appoint the clerk of the market, and 
*' water bailiff; to licence carmen, porters, cryers, fca- 
** vengers and the lilce ; to give licence to taverns and 
** retailers of ftrong drink for one year, not exceeding 
*' 30 s. per licence ; felling without licence 5 1. current 
** money toties quoties. The mayor, deputy mayor, re- 
*' corder, and aldermen for the time being, to be juftices 
" of the peace. The mayor, deputy mayor, and re- 
" corder, or any one of them, with three or more of the 
" aldermen, ihall hold quarter feflions, not to fit exceed- 
'* ing four days. Mayor, recorder, and aldermen, to be 
" named in all commiffions of oyer and terminer, and 
'* goal delivery. The mayor, deputy mayor, recorder^ 
*' or any one of them, with three or m6re of the aldermen, 
•* fhall and may hold every Tuefday a court of record, to 
try all civil caufcs real, perfonal, or mixt, within the 
city and county. May adjourn the mayor's court to any 
time not exceeding 28 days. The corporation to have a 
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•* common clerk, who fliall be alfo clerk of the court of 
•* record, and feflions of the peace^ to be appdinted 
during his good behaviour, by the governor i eight at- 
tornies in the beginning, but as they drop, only fix to 
be allowed, during their good behaviour, for the mayor^s 
court ; the mayor's court to have the direction and 
cognizance of the attornies, who upon a vacancy fliall 
recommend one to the governor for his approbation. 
The mayor, recorder, or any alderman, may with or with- 
out a jury determine in cafes not exceeding 40 s. value. 
No freeman inhabitant fhall be obliged to ferve in any 
office out of the city. A grant and confirmation to aU 
" the inhabitants of their hereditaments, &c. paying the 
quit-rent referved by their grants. The corporation 
may purchafe and hold hereditaments, &c. fo as the 
clear yearly value exceed not 3000 1. fterl. and the 
fame to difpofe of at pleafure. To pay a quit-rent of 
30 s. proclamation money per ann. befides the beaver 
flcin, and 5 s. current money in former charters re- 
*' quired. No adlion to be allowed againft the corporation 
'* for any matters or caufe whatfoever prior to this char- 
*' ter. A pardon of all profecutions, forfeitures, .&c. 
** prior to this, charter. This grant or the inrolment !here- 
•' of (record) fhall be valid in law, notwithftanding of 
•* imperfeftions, the imperfeftions may in time coming be 
*^ rcdtified at the charge of the corporation." 

As I am now to relate the French and Indian wart 
which concern the Britifh province of New- York, with 
their other Indian affairs -, as alfo fome account of the 
fucceffions of governors and governments in the colony 
of New- York; inftead of fummary references, as we 
propofed, for the eafe of the reader I (hall ufe a con- 
nefted and fluent fhort recapitulation, which will point 
out fundry of our claims in North- America. 

French and Indian wars, with other Indian affairs. 

Sebaftian Cabot, a fubjeft of England, employed by K. 
Henry VII. to difcover a N. W. paflage to China, ann. 

1 i496» 
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1496, touched at all the confiderable inlets on the caftem ' 
coaft of North- America from Capc-FIorida in N. lat. 
25 d. to N. lat. 6'] and half d. and took a nominal pof- 
feflion of the whole for the crown of England (fee vqL 
I* P- '^IZ) b^t making no fettlements, he made no title 
by occupancy, or purchafe from the Indians. 

Sir Walter Raleigh, a native of England, anno 1 584, 
with people fettlers, landed, at Roanoak in the prefenc 
North- Carolina, fettled and took pofleffion for queen 
Elizabeth, and called all the North- America coaft by the 
name of Virginia, * in honour to the virgin queen Eli- 
zabeth. After lundry fmall adventures to Virginia in 
general, April 10, i6o6,two companies were* incorporated 
ill one letter patent by K. James I. called the South and 
North- Virginia companies. The South- Virginia com- 
pany began a fettlement in Chefapeak-Bay 1607 ; the 
North- Virginia company carried on (but in feparate ad- 
ventures) fome fmall trade in filh and furr, but made no ' 
fettlement with continuance till 1620 -f when they began 
to fettle Plymouth in New-England; being late in thefea- 
fon, the weather obliged the defigned fettlers to put up 
with the firft land or harbours, accordingly they landed 
in Plymouth-Bay of Maffachufetts, and have continued 
there ever fince. 

Capt. Henry Hudfon 4- in fome Dutch company's fer- 

* Some pedantick critlcks, in imitation of fome annotators upon 
the Greek and Roman claiTicks, imagine that he meant a young vir- 
gin country, never before occupied by the Europeans. 

+ The defigned fettlers had made a fort of coutradl with the coun- 
cil of Plymouth or North-Virginia company, for a territory upon 
Hudfon*s ri?er : this evinces that in thefe times, the Dutch or any 
other European nation by prior difcovery, occupancy, prefcription, 
or any other claim, had no equitable right to that country. 

4- This Hudfon was a great enthttfialtick projeftor of N. E. and 
N. W.. paffages, and gave name to Hud:bn's-Bay, and Hudfon's ri- 
ver of New York ; he periflied in one of his pafiage adventures, be-* 
ing never heard of more. 

-it is faid by the French, that Canada was firft fettled by the French 
onder Cham plain their firft governor" ibo^Tbeirtfe ifv* ycar^ before 
Hudfon took poil'effion of New- Netherlands for the Dutch. 

Vol. IL R vice^ 
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vice, but an Englifhman, anno 1608, came to the mouth 
of Hudfon's river (as it is fince called) though in the li- 
mits of both faid corporations or companies, and without 
licence from the king of England, purchafed (as it is faid) 
of the Indians that certain territory, and difpofed of his 
rights to the Dutch Weft-India company, or rather to 
fome merchants of Amfterdam ; and the Dutch made 
fome imperfeft irregular fcttlements there. Sir Samud 
Argol governor for the South- Virginia company 1618 
drove the Dutch from their ufurped fettlement : how- 
ever, the Dutch obtained 1620 of that pacifick cafy 
prince K. James I. leave to make a fmall fettlement there, 
for wooding and watering of their Brazil fleets, and 
1623 the Dutch made a regular colony of it, and their 
commander in chief was called direftor general of New- 
Netherlands. 

Carr, fca commander, and Nichols land commander, 
arrived before New- Amfterdam, fince called New-Yoit, 
with an armed force Auguft 20, 1664, and fummoned 
the Dutch governor to furrender; accordingly 27th fol- 
lowing, articles were agreed upon ; New- Netherlands was 
furrendered to England, and col. Richard Nichols was 
appointed lieut. governor by the duke of York, who bad 
obtained a previous grant thereof from his brother K. 
Charles II. New-Netherlands was confirmed to England 
by the treaty of Breda 1667 : but as England, March 17, 
1 67 1 -2 proclaimed war againft the Dutch, the Dutch 
eafiiy reconquered it from the Englifti 1673, col. Love- 
lace governor ; but afterwards by the treaty of London 
J 67;^ -4 the Dutch made an abfolute ceflion thereof to 
England; ;!nd in confequence thereof as New- Nether- 
lands had been conquered fince the firft grant, to prevent 
difficulties in titles, K. Charles II. made a fecond grant, 
June 29, 1674, to his brother the duke of York, with the 
right of government to him, his heirs and affigns. I 
Ihall not anticipate what matters of this grant belong to 
the fecftions of the Jerfies and Penfylvania. Governor 
Andros by letters of Odlobcr3i, 1674, acquaints the 

neigh- 
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neighbouring governors, that he had received poffeffion 
)f New- York, &c.. No aft of government appears upon 
ccord from July 19, 1673, to November 6, 1674 ; then 
vcre publifhed the fecond royal letters patent to the duke 
)f York of New- York and the Jerfies, dated June 29., 1 674. 

The Dutch interlopers at their firit arrival in this 
:ountry 1608, entered into alliance with the Five Na- 
ions called by the French Iroquois ^ it continued without 
nterruption, and remains to this day a firm alliance 
¥ith the Englifla II who fucceeded the Dutch in the Euro- 
)ean jurifdiftion of thele countries. 

Thefe five tribes of Indians are called nations, though 
)roperly all of one nation •, they are diftinguifiied by the 
lames of Mohawks, Oneides, Onondagues, Cayugas,and 
Jcnecas. In the North-Carolina war with the Tufcaro-- 
ras Indians 171 1, many of thefe Tufcaroras were obligjsd 
CO By their country, and fettled with the Onondagues and 
Cayugas, .and are now called the Sixth nation. The fc- 
vreral fmalL villages of Sefquahanna and Delaware river 
Indians, are under the proteftion of the Senecas -, the Se- 
tiecas are by far the largeft of the Six nations, and lie upon 
tbe frontiers of Penfylvania. Several of the renegadoes 
rf tte Five nations have fettled above Montreal, and are 
called Cohunagos or praying Indians. 

Why do we fiot fend military officers amongft the In- 
dians to inftrudt them in the European arts of war. The 
French with good fuccefs follow this pra6tice. Some fay 
that the officers of the four independent companies of 
fufiliers * in New- York live like military monks in idle- 
nefs and luxury. 

The French ufe an argument with the Indians to be or 
tjicir fide, viz. that they do not covet their lands, as the 
£nglifh do. 

H . The reader may cxcufe my frequent inadvertent impropriety 
>f writing in times finee the anion, Englifti inftead of Britilh'; it is the 
common fpecch expreiiion, bat very improper. 

. ♦ Fufiii«rrs igre io called, becaufe they are fuppofed tp be armed 
ivilh light mufqueur called fufees. v 

R 2 During 
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During K. William's war, the inhabitants of Canada 
lived in continual fears of thefcFive Indian nations, their 
iced time and harveft were much neglefted. Canada is 
a tyrannical government and barren foil. Their lands 
fcarce produce fufRcient for the fuftenance of the inha- 
bitants. ' 

We may obferve, that amongft the abovefaid Six In- 
dian nations or tribes, the Onondagues refemble that 
canton, where the deputies of the feveral Swifs cantons 
meet upon affairs of great concern. The Onondagues, 
Oncides, and Cayugas,have frequently been in the French 
intereft, by the management of the French miffionary 
priefts. Our miffionary priefts, inftead of this laborious, 
but vaftly ufeful publick duty, are indulged in a fort 
of fine cures, in our mod opulent and well provided fet- 
tlements ; they labour only in confounding the fobcr 
and induftrious well meaning prefbyterians, congregati- 
cnalifts, &c. to the great detriment of the publick good; 
a new regulation amongft our miflionarics is much 
-wanted, 

1665, Sept. Courfal arrived governor of Canada; next 
fpringwith2 8 companies of regular troops, and all the 
marching pofle of Canada that could be fpared, marched 
perhaps 250 leagues into the country of the Five nati- 
ons; they did little or no execution; and 1667 a peace 
was concluded between the French and their Indians, and 
the province of New- York with their Five nations of 
Indians : this peace continued till 1683. 

1684, De la Barre governor of Canada, with all the 
pofle ot Canada, marched and reridezvouzed at Cataraqui 
fort, f while at the fame time he was only amufing 

the 

•f It is row called fort Frontenac, being built by count de Fronteoac 
governor of Canada, on Cataraqj^i lake, near the mouth of Cataraqui 
liver, which runs to Montrca), and wich the Ouatawaes river forms 
the great r:vci' of Canada called the riv«r of St. Laurence. 

M de la Salle upon Cataraqui lake built a bark of 60 tuns, hot 
^he neighbouring IndiaQs in jealoufy foon burnt h«r» 

For 
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the government qF New- York, with Ibme trifling com- 
plaints againft the Five Indian Nations, to lull them afleep* 
1684, in July, lord Howard of Effingham, governor of 
Virginia, and coL Dongan lieut. governor of New- York, 
had an interview with the Five Indian nations at New- 
York. 

16S5, marquis deNonville, who fucceeded the govern 
nor general de la Barre, with 1500 men, regular troops, 
Canada militia, and Indians, rendezvouzed at fort Fron- ; 
tcnac or Cataraqui, defigned againft the Five Indian na?.. 
tions ; they did no execution. 

1687, governor general Nonville with 1500 French 
and Indians infulted the Seneca nation. In return for 
this the Five Iroquois nations to the number of 1200 
men, July 26, 1688, invaded the ifland of Montreal;, 
the governor general with his court, were there at that * 
time ; they ravaged the country, killed many people, 
and carried off captives ; the Mohawks loft only three 
mien ; the French abandoned their fort upon Cataraqui 
lake, and left 26 barrels of gun-powder. 

In February 1689-90, the French, confifting of 500 
Coureurs desbois (in New-England they are called Swam- 
piers,) with as many Indians or favages, made incurfions 
upon the province of New- York j they burnt Corker's 
village called Schenedady, and murdered 6^ perfons. 

In the memory of man the Mohawks never received 
fuch a blow as in the winter 1692-3 ; col. Fletcher with 
300 volunteers marched to Albany, and the French with 
their Indians returned home. 

1696, the French with a large force made an incur-. 
Hon upon the New- York Indians, with a defign to dcftroy 
the fettlements of Albany and Scheneftady, but were re- * 
pulfcd by governor Fletcher. 

During queen Anne*s war, the Five Indian nations 

\ • 

For the Indian nations where the Englifh and French have parti- 
cular concerns, fee vol. L p. 179 

For the Iroquois or ^ix nations of Mohawk Indiana^ fee vol. I* p. 
185; they may confifl of about i ^00 marching men. 

R 3 K^d 
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had a neutrality with the Canada French and their Indi- 
ans, and by this means th6 province of New- York carried 
on a continued advantageous trade with Canada. * 

New- York had no concern in the New-Englaftd Indian 
war 1722 to 1725. 

The French had lately erefted a fort at Crown-Point 
near the lake Champlain upon the frontiers of New-Yprlc 
government; during the late French war from 1744 to 
I747inclufive, Crowii- Point was the rendezvouz of tfec 
Canada French' and their Indians, confcquently their bnfets 
wercmoftly upon the province of New- York and the 
N. W. corner of the province of Maflachufetts-Bay : 
1 745 from Crown-Point they deftroyed Saratoga fettle- 
mcnt, about 30 miles -above Albany. The New-York 
frontier 'places where militia were pofted, are Schencftady, 
Albany, and Kinderhoek. Anno 1 745, 1 746, and 1 747, 
the French and their Indians, above. Albany, killed and 
captivated above 320 of our people. 

Toward that chargeable atnuiement, called the in- 
tended expedition againft Canada of 1 746, New- York 
province contributed 1 5 companies of 1 00 men per com- 
pany ; the 61. New- York currency in levy money, and 
viftualling for 16 or 17 months, was a confiderable load, j 

The four independent regular companies of 1 00 men 
each, ftationed at New- York many years, are an advan- 
tage to the country ; they draw from Great- Britain, 
about 7,5001. fterl.per ann. 

Succeffion of governors in the province of NeW-York, 

I fhall not enumerate the commanders in chief,' dur- 
ing" the pofleflion and jlirifdiftion of the Dutch, they were 
ftiled v^rioufly, viz. direftors, generals, governors, &c. 
The prefent ftile of the Britifh governor, is, " Captain 
" gpneral, and governor in chiet in and over the province 
" or colony of New- York, and territories thereon de- 
*> pending, and vice admiral of the fame." Before the 
revolution, the commanders in chief had only the tide 
of .lieuten^nf governor under tiie duke of York, as 



Of New-York. 247 

• . • ■ • ' 

1^ was principal governor by patent. Upon K. James / 

11. abdication^the property and government of the colony ' 
of* New- York, and the territory of Sagadahock in New- 
England, reverted to the crown. 

The firft Englilh governor was col. Richard Nichols, 
his commiffion bore date April 2, 1664, he was com-, 
mander of the land forces in the redudlion of New-Ne- . 
therlands, and one of the commif^oners for fettling the 
boundaries of our colonies in. North- America, He con- 
tinued governor to 1683, and was fucceeded by 

S\r Edmond Andros, . * he was governor only for a 
Oiort time, and was removed to the government of New- 
England i the feveral charter colonies of New-England . 
having from the iniquity of the times, either by ^/.courfe 
inlaw had their charters^ taken from theni> or tacitly 
dropt; he arrived in Boftpn^in December. 1686 with, 
licyt. governor Nicholfon and two independent CQni»^ 
panics of foldiers. See vol. I. p.; 413. In April .i689» 
by a revolution in New-England, in confequencc of the 
General revolution at home, he was difqualified and . 
vent home ; excepting his bigotry f. to popery and the 
xbitrary power of his prince, he was a good nH)ral maru . 
rie Was appointed governor of Virginia 1692 ; he died 
a London 1714, of agoodpldag<^. . . . .^ . . .. 

Andros was fucceeded by col. Doijgjin, 1.68.4* v .he .was . 
I Roman catholick, but much of a gentleman and patriot, 

* • . ■ 

* Sir Edmond Andros 1672 had fome command in New- York, and 
iftcr him col. Lovelace. 

•f- The Roman catholick religion or popery feems to be requifite 
vhere an arbitrary power in thb king and his miniftry are endeavoured 
ifter^ An enthafiaftick implicit faith as to/eligion in the pope and 
lis dergy, is in a political way, a natural introdudlion of a pailiye 
>bedience in civil aifairs, to the king and his miniilry ; and perhaps 
n all polidas, an enthufiailick (man is an enthufiaftick animal) fuper- 
litious deference for the clergy is a fine quanoh in civil government; 
herefore the clergy ought' to be facred, and not ridiculed by the in- 
confiderate wits oi the age ; the famous Dr. Swift is here much to be 
Faulted, his fort was in this fort of ridicule. The devotion we p^ to 
the clergy introduces a proper fubmiffion to civil authority ; and it is 
the clcvgy'i bufinefii to labour this point. 

R 4 ^^ 
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he was irreconcilable to a French intereft ; upon the re- 
volution, being a papift, he was in confequence difmifled 
from his government j but as a reward for his merits, 
he was created earl of Limerick. He made feveral 
grants of lands in Sagadahock, the duke of York's pro- 
perty, at prefent under the jurifdiftion of the province 
of Maffachufetts-Bay -, thefe grants in time, when cl^ms 
are to be fettled, may occafion much confufion. 

Upon the revolution, coL Benjamin Fletcher was ap- 
pointed, he came over 1 692 with fome regular troops, 
and was very induftrious in repulfing the Canada FrencTi 
and their Indians. In his time, 1696, the church of 
England in New- York (called Trinity church) was built; 
it is the only church of England upon the ifland. 

After this col. Leflie ufurped the government (as his 
partifans faid, for a publick good) lor which he and his 
friend Milburn fuffered as traitors, having held out for 
fome time the fort againft col. Slaughter, who was ap- 
pointed governor by the king, and upon this kind of 
interregnum, fucceeded Slaughter, he died foon in New^ 
York. . 

Col. Dudley, as prefident, fucceeded in the chief com- 
mand of the province ; he was afterwards governor of 
the province of MaflTachufetts -Bay for many years, fee 
vol. I. p. 478. He was a cunning man, and fome fay, 
a notorious time-ferver. 

Lord Bcllomont was appointed governor 1697; in his 
very late paffage to his government of New- York, the 
Ihip by ftrefs of weather was obliged to bear away to 
Barbadoes, and did not arrive in New- York till May 
1 698. , He was at the fame time governor of New- York, 
Maflachufetts-Bay and New-Hamp(hire : he did not pro- 
ceed to Bofton till June 1699, and after obtaining a gene- 
rous allowance of 1 cool, and a gratuity of 500 1. from the 
aflembly, he returned to New- York. In New- York he 
was allowed 1500I. currency yearly falary, and the 
lieut. governor capt. Nanfon was allowed 500 1. lord 
Bellomoat died.in New- York, February 1 700-1. 

Lord 
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Lord Cornbury, fbn to the earl of Clarendon, fuc- 
ceedcd ; he arrived in New- York 1701 : upon the pro- - 
prietors of the Jerfies refigning the government into the 
hands of queen Anne, -he was like wife 1702 appointed 
governor of the Jerfies, Earl of Clarendon, formerly 
lord Cornbury, went home by way of Virginia, and was 
fucceeded by 

Lord Lovelace J he arrived November 13, 1708, 
and died in Ma]^ 1709- 

1 7 10, Aprii, col. Ingoldfby, capt. of one of the in- . 
dependent companies, by a letter from the queen to. the ' 
council of New- York, was difmiffed from being lieut. 
governor qf New- York and Jerfies. 

1710, Jiine 14, arrives col. Robert Hunter with 2700 
Palatines to fettle in the province of New- York; thefc 
Palatines were allowed only 10 acres of land to one 
family, therefore they generally removed to Penfylvania, 
where they had better encouragement. 1707, col. 
Hunter had been appointed lieut. governor of Virginia, 
but was taken by the French in his voyage thither. From 
New- York he went for England 1719."!' Upon K.George 
IL acceffion, he was continued governor of New- York 
and the Jerfies. Upon account of his health, he obtained 
the government of Jamaica, he arrived in Jamaica, Fe- . 
bruary 1727-8 ; by this advice of his phyficians he cer- 
tainly obtain'd a reprieve of his life for fome years. 

Col. Hunter was fucceeded in the government of 
New- York by William Burnet, Efq; a worthy fon of the 
celebrated bilhop Burnet; ||, he arrived in autumn i72i. 

Upon the acceffion of K. George II. col. Montgomery, 
a favourite, was appointed governor of New- York, and 
Mr. Burnet was removed to the government of Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay commonly called New-England, where he 
died Sept. 7, 1729. Governor Montgomery arrived in 
New- York, April 28, i72 8,and<lied there July i, 1731* 



•f His wife, lady H ty, died Auguif 1716. 
II SeevoL I. p. ^80. 

, In 
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in January 17^1-2, col. Cofb/ was appointed gover- 
pcfT of New- York and the Jerfies: after a few years he 
died in New-York. 

Atiguft 1736, George Clarke, Efq-, lieut. governor 
of New- York fucceeded in the adniiniftration, and conti- 
nued fontfc years. 

George Clinton, Efq; * uncle to the carl of Lincoln, 
was- appointed' governor of New- York in May 1741, 
be did not arrive in his government until September 21, 
1 743 9 he continues governor at this prelent writing, 
July J75^ 

Concerning the Icgiflature and laws of New-York. 

It is a fundamental in the Britifh conftitution both at 
homeland abroad, in all the plantations, to make no laws,, 
nor to raife any money without the confent of the people. 

The Icgiflature of the colony of New-York confifts of 
three negatives. ' 

1 . The governor or commander in chief for the time 
being, 

2. The council-, their complement is twelve in num- 
ber, appointed by the king •, when by death or other 
circumltances they fall fhort of a certain number, the 
governor may pro tempore fill them up to that number. 

3. Thfe 27 reprefentatives of the people elected by 
themfelves ; they are all county reprefentatives, ac- 
cepting the* reprefentatives of four towns, and of three 
great mannors, viz. For the county of 

New- York county and city 4 

Albany city 2 

Weft-Chefter borough t 

Scheneftad'y town i 

Mannor of Ranflaer i 

Livingfton i 

Courtland i 



• Thp hon. George Clinton Efq; is at prefent admiral of the white. 

In 
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In each of our: colonies there are fonie fundamental 
conftitutions which may be reckoned as invariable* 1. 
In the cliarter governments, their charters are their di-. 
redtion. 2. In the proprietary governments of Maryland^ 
Jerfies, -f ^nd Penfylvania, there are the proprictofs ori- 
ginal conceflions to the people, not to be varied, but 
under certain reftridions ; for inftance, in Penfylvania, 
no article in the law of Mr. Penn's conceOions can be 
altered without the confent of fix in feven of the af- 
lembly men or reprefentatives. 3. In the royal or- 
crown governments, the governor's commiflion with 
the inttrudlions, are the magna charta of the colony 
during that commiflion i moreover, fome of the aflfem- 
blies in king's ^government at their firft congrefs or 
formation, make fundamental laws for themfelves ; I i 
fhall,.f6r Inftance, adduce that of New- York. Amongft 
our colonies we have very confiderable variations in their 
conftitutions. In Penfylvania there are only two nega- . 
tiyes in the legiflatu^*e, the council having no negative. 
In Virginia no bill can originate with the council. In : 
fbtne colonics the governor and council are the fupreme 
court of judicature 5 in others they are no court of ju- 
dicature. 

The New- York printed law-book begin? April 1691 
with a magna charta or fundamental conftitution, ,yiz. 
That the kings of England only, are invefted with the -. 
right to rule this colony; and that none Can exercife any • 
authority over this province, but by his immediate au- 
thority under his broad feal of the realm of England. 
That the fupreme Icgiflative power and authority (under 
the king) ftiall be in the governor, council, and repre- 
fentatives of the people in general aflembly ; the exercife . 
and adminiftration of the government ftiall be in the 
governor and council, with the confent of at leaft five- 
of the council -, to govern according to the laws of jiie. 

•f- Jeriies everfince 17*2 is become a king^s goverpment, buCtheyy 
ft ill obierve the concclllons of the proprietors called their law of con- • 
ceiiioas. 

. province. 
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province, or in defeft of them, by the laws of England. 
Upon the death or abfence of a governor, the firft in 
nomination of the council to prefide. That every year 
there be held an aflembly, and every freeholder of 40 s. 
per ann, and freeman of a corporation, (hall have a vote 
in chufing reprefentatives ; here the reprefentatives are 
cnurherated, and as many more as his majefty fhall 
think fit to eftablifh. That the reprefentatives during 
their feflions, may adjourn themfelves and purge their 
own houfe ; no member going, coming, and during 
the feflions, to be arretted or fued, except for felony 
and treafon. Their laws to continue in force till dif- 
allowed by his majefty, or till they expire. That every 
man (hall be judged by his peers, and all tryals fhall be 
by the verdift of i z men of the neighbourhood ; that 
in all capital and other criminal cafes there be a grand 
inqueft to prefent the offender, and afterwards 1 2 men 
to try the offender. That in all cafes bail by fufficient 
fureties be allowed, unlefs in cafe of treafon, and of 
fuch felonies as are reftrained from bail by the laws of 
England. That no tax or impofition be laid but by the 
general aflembly. That no freeman, tavern-keepers ex- 
cepted, be compelled to entertain any foldier or mariner, 
linlefs in times of a6kual war with the province. — That 
all lands in this province be accounted as freehold and in- 
heritance in free and common foccage, according to the 
terture of Eaft-Greenwich in England. That all wills 
attefted by three or more witneffes, and regiftered widi 
the office of the county in a fct time, be a fufficient con- 
veyance for lands, &c. That any chriftian religion not 
difturbing the peace of the province, be freely allowed 
of, the Roman catholick excepted, -f The enacting ftilc 
is, " By the governor, council, and general aflembly of 
" the province of New- York." 

Afummary cannot enumerate many of their municipal 

+ In Penfylvania and Maryland, by the royal patents, by the pro- 
prietors conceflions, and by the (iibfequent provincial laws, Roman 
catholick^ are not excepted. 

laws. 
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laws. The juftices of each county fhall yearly fummon 
all the freeholders in January to chufe two church war- 
dens and 10 veftry men to aflefs, and the minifter to be 
called, chofen and appointed by the wardens and veftry^ 
Eledions for reprefentatives to be in the IherifPs court of 
the county or city, qualification for a voter 40 s. at 
leaft freehold per annum improved land, no perfon to 
be chofen but who refides in the place. An. i;-oo 
there was no aft to prevent all vexatious fciits or adtions 
againft thofe who at the happy revolution in England, 
did here begin fuch another revolution j they appointed 
capt. Jacob Leyfler their commander in chief till his 
majefty K. William's pleafure (hould be known ; and 
did feize the perfons and goods of feverai difaffefted 
people. In each county or town, at the feflions of the ' 
peace, the juftices of thejpeace, or at leaft five of them, 
whereof two of the quorum, fhall appoint the rate for 
their county, as alfo a treafurer and colleftor. All men 
from 16 to 60 a2t. to be lifted in fomc company of 
militia ; each foot-man to have a cartouch box and £bc 
charges, the horfe 12 charges*, at their habitation to 
keep one pound powder, three pound bullets each 
foot ^ and two pound powder, and fix pound bullets e^tch 
horfe. 

In the province of New- York, to obtain a good title 
to vacant lands, firft there muft be produced an Indian 
deed, which muft be approved of by the governor and 
council; by warrant it is furveyed by the provincial fur-- 
veyor, and patented by the governor and council: the 
fees are very high. 

The quit- rents for lands lately taken up are 2s. pro- 
clamation money per 100 acres. Two thirds of the 
government pay fmall or no quit-rents, efpecialiy for old 
grants, the larger grants on Hudfon*s river called man- 
nors; their quit- rents are only a pepper-corn, buck-flkia, 
or the like, when demanded. 

The valuations of the feverai counties may be taken 

from 
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from the quotas allowed eadh of them, in proportion to 
their refpcftive taxes, "when paper money was emitted 
upon loan; for inftance 1738^, they emitted 40,006!. 
curreticy upon loan, whereof. 

To New- York city and county iof,oopl. 
Albany city and county 5>ooo 

Queen's county 6,000 

King's county 2,400 

Suffolk county ^^ooo 

Richmond county i ,600 

Ulfter county 4,000 

Orange county 2,000 

Dutchefs county 2;ooo 

Weft-Chefter 4,006 • 

40,0001. 
As to their paper currencies they are referred -with 
oth6r things of that nature to the appiendix. At pre- 
fcnt I fliall only obferve, thattb>^ards the charge ot aii 
Intended expedition againft Ganiada 1709, they eniittecl 
13,000!. publick bills of credit at 8 s. currency per oi. 
filver, bearing intereft ; in the after emiflions,' no in- 
cercft was allowed, the contrivers of this fraudulent 
paper money currency, perceived that a reafonabie in- 
tereft would prevent its depreciation, and obftruft the 
advantages which they propofed from its depreciation.1 
They plaufibly and fallacioufly allddged, that the allow- 
ing of intereft, occafioned their bein^ hoarded up as' 
common bonds bearing intereft, and did not ferve as a 

I This was the cafe in the enormous mnltiplied emiflions of paper 
credit or money> as it was called, in a neighbouring province ; astht 
governor happened himfelf to be of the debtor fide of the qtteftionv 
ahd for valuable cdnfiderations, as it is ii^id, inllead of borrowing thf 
money already emitted, from the merchants at a reafonabie interefti 
which they generoufly offered, and whiclv would have prevented farther 
depreciating emiflions ; he chofe rather, though with the confeqaenct 
of involving the country in confafion and ruin, in favour of the land, 
bank (an aflumed name) and other fraudulent debtors, to depreciatf 
tMIt debts by vallTnidtiplicd-emiffionr .bearing no intereft. 

common 



ppmmon currency* In ..anfwer . to this, , riie .and-depce- 
:iators may obferve, i. That any confidcrate jgoodman 
will allow, that money not payable or cancellable till 
ifter fome years, if only upon note hairing no intsreft, 
is not fo valuable as the fame fum of money upon bood 
bearing intereft, payable after thefao^e number of years; 
that is, thefe bUls upon note only, in the nature of 
jiings mufl admit a depreciation pr discount, and itill 
I greater difcount if thefc ,nQtes ftretch too much their 
:j:edit : this is the genuine mercantile nature of our de- 
preciating plantation paper currency. 2. In the begin- 
ning they were not emitted as ^a tender in Jb!w, or com- 
mon currency ; but as government bonds or debentures 
bearing intereft as are t;he transferable ftocks of publick 
debts in Great-Britain^ which by realbn of the intereft 
allowed, do increafe to a v^uable premium upon a 
transfer, and cannot depreciate as th^ plantation publick 
notes of credit have done. 

As the plantations are at a vaft diftance from p^lia- 
mentary enquiry, fpme of our colpnies have from time 
to time been loaded with amufing feint expeditions^ the 
original and continuing caufes of the plantation frau- 
dulent paper credit called paper currency ; the fraudu^ 
lent debtors finding their advantage in depreciations, 
contrived fundry methods of further paper credit emif- 
fions : thus in Maffachufetts-Bay in the courfe of fome 

years in the adminiftration of governor Sh , one 

(hilling was depreciated to the value of one penny ftcrl. 
New-York did reftrain itfelf from running much 
into a multiplied depreciating paper currency, fo that 
their exchange with London never did exceed 190L 
New- York currency for 100 1. fterl. N. B. When I 
any where mention exchange, I mean private punctual 
bills of exchange; government bills admit of a dilatory 
payment, and are bought cheaper ; for inftance, uponr 
the Cuba or Spanifli Weft-India expedition, government 
bills were fold in New- York and Eaft-Jerfey at 140 to 
150; in Wcft-Jerfey aiid Penfylvania. at 130 to 135; 

when 
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when at the fame time private punftual bills were fold at 
i^o in the firfi:, and at 1 80 in the other places. 

The militia of the province of New- York, are nearly 
upon the fame regulation with the militia of New- 
England; bcfides there are four regular independent 
companies of fufiliers, 100 private men to a company.; 
their pay, cloathing, and accoutrements from Great- 
Britain, amount yearly to upwards of 7800 L fieri, they 
are under the immediate direftion of the commander in 
chief for the time, and are a confiderable perquifite : they 
are principally ftationed at the city of New -York, Al- 
bany, and Ofwego ; New- York was fo called from the 
duke of York's Englifh title, and Albany (formerly 
Orange Fort, by the Dutch) by his Scots title ; the bat- 
tery at New- York is called Fort George. 

Befides the 5 or 6 nations of Iroquois or Mohawk In- 
dians, there are feveral fmall parcels of Indians, upon 
the upper parts of Hudfon's river, called River Indians 
or Mohegins ; this was the Indian name of the great 
river, now called Hudfon's river. 

At fundry times in the city, of New- York there have 
been negro confpiracies, more than in the other colo- 
nies; this I cannot account for; April 1712, a negro 
confpiracy kills many white men, and fets the town on 
fire. 

Courts of judicature are much the fame as in New- 
England, f The judges of the fuperior or fupremc 
court are appointed by the king in council, and fomc- 
times pro tempore by the governor ; they are called firftt 
fecond, 8rc. judges: the firft judge is called chief juf 
tice, and feems to have a confiderable authority or in- 
fluence above the other judges. The prefenc chief juf- 
tice is James Dclancy Efq*, of a regular liberal education, 

+ This fummary if not check 'd, is like to become too bulky, there- 
fore I (hall avoid repetition of things whch bear a fcmblance to 
things already laid. 

;uid 
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ind good eft ate ; he was appointed by governor Cofby, 
1733, in place of Lewis Morris, Efq; who fucceeded an 
eminent lawyer Roger Mompeflbn, Efq-, chief juftice of 
New- York and the Jerfies, who furrendered that of the 
Jerfies 1709. 

Here is a c6urt of chancery, a court not known in 
New-England, the governor is chancellor. In many of 
our colonies it renders the courts below of lefs autho- 
rity ; as it is very chargeable, and may be arbitrary, the 
chancellor ought to be a diftindt perfon from, the gover- 
nor (as are the intendants of the French colonies) and up- 
on mifdemeanor, liable to the governor's infpedtion by 
fufpenfion, or the like. 

The general affembly is no court of judicature, but- 
they examine into the erroneous proceedings of the 
rourts of judicature, and grant re-hearings. 

Concerning New* York produce, manufadures, trade, 

and navigation. 

Wheat and flour are the mofl: confiderable articles of 
their produce and manufaftures ; fee their exports of 
provifions, in the claufes of cuftom-houfe entries and 
clearances. 

Skitis and furrs are a good article, but not fo large as 
formerly. ^ 

The article of iron in pigs and bars is a growing 
affair. 

Schuyler's copper ore is from a mine in Jerfies, but 
exported from New- York, therefore it is mentioned in this 
fedtion. In the beginning of its difcovery it feemed to 
be very rich : it appears that it was formerly wrought by 
the Dutch, becaule in new working of it, were found 
hammers, wedges, &c, it fold in Briftol the ore at 40 1. 
fterl. per tun. The cartage to Hudfon's river is fhort, 
and their firft: agreement with the miner, was to 
allow him one third of the ore for raifing and laying 
it- above ground; it was done up in quarter barrels, 
whereof fix made a tun. The richnefs. Qf this copper 

Vol. IL S , mine 
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njine made fo much noife in the world, that a few years 
fince, to engrofs this ore for the benefit of Great-Britain, 
it was by aft of pariiament enumerated ; but lately it 
has not been wrought and exported, as appears by the 
quarterly accounts of the cuftom-houfe of New- York 5 
1 cannot account for this. 

. By a late aft of parliament, fait may be imported di- 
reftly from any parts of Europe to New- York. 

In queen Anne*s reign there were three government 
packet boats, which alternately failed monthly between 
England and New- York, to tarry fourteen days at New- 
York, for the plantations or colonies benefit of trade, and 
for the government difpatches ; thefe have been laid afide 
many years. 

Governor Burnet (his head was well turned) obtained 
an aft of aflembly 1727, afterwards confirmed by the 
king in council, prohibiting all trade with Canada, that 
the French might not be fupplied with goods (in one 
year 900 pieces of ftrouds have been carried from Al- 
bany to Montreal) fuitable for promoting a French civil 
as well as trading intereft with the Indians, and that the 
Indians may be induced to go a trading to Ofwcgo, f 
a late well projefted and well executed Englifh mart for 
Indian trade; governor Burnet always and effeftually 
minded the bufinefs of his deftination. The Indian 
trade is now in the hands of many; before governor 
Burnet's f ime it was engroffed by a few, and the Indians 
are become more dependent upon the Englifh than 
formerly. From Albany to Ofwego, is a much eaficr 
conveyance, than from Montreal, 200 miles up a rapid 
ftony river to fort Frontenac on lake Ontario, called alfo 
Ofwego. 

In the province of New-York there is one coUeftioH 
or cuftom-hgufe diftrift, kept in the port of New- 

f The carriage or communication between Albany and Ofwego k 
fo commodious, that at a time in relieving the garrifon of OfwegOf 
40 people came in one birch canoe, 45 feet in length, 7 feet in breadth, 
from Ofwego to Schencftady 183 miles, carrying places included. 

Yorfc i 
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York ; the twelve months accounts from September 2^^ 
1749, to September 29, 1750^ ftands thus : 
Entered inwards. Cleared outwards. 

Ships ^3 Ships 36 

Snows 22 Snows 28 

Brigantines 45 Brigantines 58 

Sloops 131 Sloops 150 

Schooners 11 Schooners 14 



I32 286 

Here are included all vcflcls both on foreign voyages, 
and on coafting voyages of the neighbouring colonics ; 
whereas in the colleftions of New-England the foreign 
voyages are only to be underftood i for inftance5 Bofton 
cuttom-houfe from Chriftmas 1 747 to Chriftmas 1748, 
foreign veflels cleared out 540, entered in 430 ; the 
filhing and coalKng veflek of the adjoining colonies 
of Maflachufetts-Bay, New-Hamplhirej Connefticut, and 
Rhode-Ifland, amounted to about as many, • and arc not 
included. 

N. B* No copper ore was exported in theft twelve 
months. 

Entered in froni Great- Britain and Ireland 1 6 veflels % 
cleared out for Great- Britain and Ireland 21 veflels j 
cleared out for Holland 5 veflels. 

Cleared out 6731 tun prpviflons, chiefly flour; be-, 
fides grain eftimated or fliipped by number of bufliels, 
and not by tuns. 

Imported about 800 pipes Madeira wines, whereof re- 
exported 226 pipes. The Madeira wines fliipped to 
New- York are reckoned better than what are fliipped to 
any other of our colonies, therefore fome are re-fhippcd 
to the other colonies. 

Cleared out, tar 2008 barrels, prtch 156, turpentine . 
20, which were imported to New* York from the Caro- 
linas. The colony of New* York does Hoc produce na- 
val fl:orcs fufficicnt for their own ufe» 

« 
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Mountains, rivers, and fome mifcellanies. 

The moft confiderable high lands arc the Catkill moun- 
tains weft of Hudfon's river, and about 90 miles N. from 
New-York. What I mentioned vol. I. p. 454, 455, by 
way of annotation, concerning the runs of water from 
the Catkill mountains, en paflent ; now in its proper place 
requires to be corredled, and ought to be underftood as 
follows. On the eaft and fouth eaft fides of Catkill 
mountains, feveral ftreams run, and fall into Hudfon's 
Hver below Albany ; on their N. W. fide proceeds Scho- 
lie river, and falls into Mohawks river, a branch of 
Hudfon's river, at fort Hunter about 30 miles above 
Albany ; and this Schorie river in its courfe comes with- 
in three or four miles oiF the main branch of Delaware 
river \ from the S. W. fide flows a confiderable branch 
of Delaware river. Conajoharie river falls into the Mo- 
hawks river about 10 miles above fort Hunter, and comes 
very near to a branch of Safquahanna river ; this branch 
of Safquahanna is (o large, that at 1 8 miles from the Mo- 
hawks river, the Indians go down in canoes to all the 
Inuian fettlements upon Safquahanna river. From this 
fituation of thefe rivers, no runs of water from the Cat- 
kill mountains can -fall into lake Ontario, into river 
Ohio, or into the Safquahanna river. 

. Excepting Long I/l^nd and Staten-Ifland, the main 
land fea line^ from Byi:am river to New- York ifland, is 
very ihort. 

■The only confiderable river in this province is Hudfon^s 
river ; from the elbow, where is the great carrying place 
to Wood- Creek towards Canada, to Sandyhook at its mouth, 
are near 200 miles j the tide way reaches upwards of 
150 miles to Cohoes at the mouth of Mohawks river, 
about fix or {t^zx\ miks above Albany church, its coutfc 
is. about S. i2d. W ;■ the tides, that is, the floods and 
ebi^, arc about^i2 hours later at Albany than at New- 
York ; a little above the high lands at about 50 miles 
above the city of New- York, the water of the river be- 
comes 
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comes frefli; at about 100 miles comes on the W. fide 
Efopus or Soapcr's river ; the S, line of the province of 
Maffachufetts-Bay continued 20 miles, ftrikes Hudfon's 
river a little below the mouth of Efopus river; this Efo- 
pus river is noted for the manufaftures of iron pigs and 
bars, flour, malt liquor, &c. a little further on the E, fide 
of the great river, is the camp or Palatine town in the 
mannor of Livingfton about 40 miles below Albany ; ac 
125 miles on the E. fide falls in Kinderhock river after 
receiving Claverhock river ; the great Randaers mannor, 
or Ranflaer Wyk, reaches along the great river, and 20 
miles each fide of the river from Kinderhock mannor to 
Mohawks river; in this mannor is the city of Albany, 
and many peculiar trafts of land; at 150 miles as the 
river runs is the city of Albany ;" at 157 miles on the W. 
fide is Cohoes, or the mouth of Mohawks river ; at 1 62 
miles is Houfuck river's mouth, where live a fmall tribe 
of Indians called Scatacooks ; this Houfuck river is on 
the E. fide of the great river, and comes from the nortl} 
weft parts of Maflachufetts, and the S. W. parts of New- 
Hamplhire ; the north line of Maflachufetts-Bay province 
continued 20 miles, falls in with Hudfon's river a little 
below Cohoes ; at 200 miles from New- York is the el- 
bow or flexure of this great river at the great falls. From 
thefe great falls the route to Montreal in Canada is 10 to 
15 miles land carriage to Wood-Creek, then along the 
Verdronken drowned or overflowed lands to Crown-point 
a French fort and pafs near lakeChamplain, then along this 
lake to Chamblais river, and a little above Chamblais, || 
another French fort and pafs upon Chamblais river, crofs 
la Prairie to Montreal. There is another route up.Hud- 

H As we formerly hinted, from fort Chamblais down the river of 
that name are 1 7 leagues to cape Sorcl upon the great river of Cana- 
^a ; this fort Sorel is i 5 leagues below Montreal, and 3 5 leagues above 
Quebec the capital of Canada, the ordinary refidence of the French 
governor general of Canada. Quebec, from the accurate obfcrvations 
of dcs Hayes, is 7c d. W. from London. Bofton, the metropolis of 
Britiih America, by the good obfervations of Mr, Robio, is 71 d. 50 m, 
W. from London. 

S 2 fciv!^ 
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fon's river above the elbow falls, to a carrying place to 
lake Sacrament, and thence to the fouth end of lake Cham- 
plain. 

The city of New-York from governor Burnet's obfcN 
vations, lies in 40 d. 50111. N. lat. 4 h. 58 m. W. long, 
from London. Here the variation 1723 was 7 d, 20 m, 
\V. decreafmg. 

Upon the acceflion of a new governor, the general af* 
fcmbly of New- York generally fettle the falaries and other 
ordinary articles in (upport of the government, for five or 
. more years. 

For their fedlaries in religion, fee the Rhode-IQand fee- 
tary, vol. II. p. 156. 

As I find that the defigned appendix or fupplement may 
prove out of proportion too large, with refpedt to the prin- 
cipal hiftory, I Ihall in each fubfequent feftion annex by 
way of mifcellanies fome matters which might have been 
referred to the appendix. Thefe mifcellanies are of the 
nature of digreflions, and like change of diet, may relieve 
9L palled ftomach or appetite in reading. 

Good iron is diftinguilhed by its ringing amongft other 
bars. The beft iron bars break fibrous and bearded •, if 
they break gla0y and fhining, the iron is brittle, and not 
good. 

The inconveniencies oUmall governments or provinces, 
fuch as is that of New-Hampfliire in New-England, is 
that perhaps they are below the notice of the miniftry 
and boards in Great-Britain -, their governors arid other 
officers are of little eonfideration, have little or nothing 
to lofe, and therefore av5t impune. 
'. The plantation legiflatures arc fo far circunifcribed, 
that they can make no laws inconfiftent with the laws of 
Great-Britain. 

i If the French be allowed to become mailers of the 
river of St. Laurence, of xhe great inland lakes, and of 
the great river MifTiflippi •, they are in confequence ma- 
ilers of all the inland trade of jNorth- America j an in<:re- 
dibie prejudice to the Britifii nacion. 

The 
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The back of Liong-Ifland was the firft place of the 
£ngli(h whale fifhery, fmall whales afied flats ; and at 
this time whalers make voyages upon the flats of Virginia 
and Carolinas. 

It is faid that the common laws of England extend to 
the plantations; that the ftatute laws m^e fmce the 
plantations had a being, do not include then! unlefs they 
arc particularly mentioned in the aft of parliament. 

In all our colony aflcmblies of reprefentatives, there 
ought to be a limited fmall quorum of members to meet, 
adjourn, and to fend for abfent members, and a much 
larger quorum to proceed upon bufinefs : this regulation 
may alfo take place with relation to the judges of the 
ieveral executive courts of law. 

To obviate any prejudices which a reader may enter- 
tain againfl: this hiftorical fummary, compofed with 
much labour, merely for a publick good 5 the writer 
thinks it convenient at times to explain himfelf in ge- 
neral* [• He has endeavoured a laconick flile, which 
by many is reckoned harfh, and not fluent or fonorous 1 
the good judges, the mathematicians ^d merchants, ufe 
ufe it as the ftrongefl:, the moft concife and expreflive. 
2. The writer is^ of no party, and fubjefted to no de- 
pendence 5 he is neither whig nor tory, a temporary 
courtier nor anti-courtier : a tory is for rendering that 
branch of the prefent legiflature called king or monarch, 
fole and independent, with a pafllve obedience and non- 
reliftance ; a republican is for lowering or annihilating the 
prerc^atives of aking, and for an unlimited exteniion 
of the privileges of the people in their reprefentatives % 
but a genuine whig is for maintaining the ballance of power 
among the feverai orders or negatives of the legiQa^ 
ture ; I profefs myfelf of this politia, as it is no faftion ; 
all the others are faftious. 3. Religion, as it was in all 
times, and in all countries, deflgned for the beneflt 
of fociety ; it naturally is fubordinate to the civil go- 
vernment ; and a refidcnt, whether native or adventi- 
tiouS) ought occafionally to conform to the eilablifhed 

S 4 manner 
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manner of the feftaries tolerated by the laws of the coun- 
try, though not rafhly to renounce that form of worfhip 
which was parental or educational, which generally tends 
to libertinifm and licentioufnefs in religion. 4. As 
in my courfe of the colonies I continue to increafe my 
diftances, it is not to be expeded that I can be fo par-» 
ticular and copious, but fhall endeavour ftriftly to invcfti- 
gate the truth, though the further from my place of 
refidence my view becomes more contrafted and Icfs 
diftinft. 

In the Britifh pkntations or colonies all grants of lands 
made by the governor and council, are declared to be 
good in law, againft his majefty and fucceflbrs. 

As the king and his miniftry in Great-Britain, though 
they do not chufe the parliament, yet have a very great 
influence in the choice ; lo it is with refpeft to the go- 
vernors and affembly men in pur colonies. 

The reprcfcntatives from the feveral counties and 
townfhips are not their peculiar pr feparate agents, 
but their quota in their provincial reprefentation ; hence 
it is that they are not under the cognisance of their 
county or town, but gnder thap pf the general af- 
fcmbly. 

The Korih- America trade confifts in fifli, naval (lores, 
other timber and lumber, fkins, furrs, tobacco, and riccj 
I do not mention copper ore though enumerated, becaufc 
at pritfcht it is not. wrought or exported. 

1 he publick taxes in our provinces, are the province 
and county rates-, and the townfhip or parochial rates for 
the minifters of the gofpel, called paftors, priefts, reftors, 
and otiier denominations, as alfo for the fchool, poor, 
highways, and fundry other fmall articles. 

py ad of parliament, 1731, the|:e may be imported 
from the Britiih plantations "into Ir^rlapd in Britifh /hip- 
ping, all i'ofis ot plantation goods excepting thufe goods 
comir.only called enumerated commodities, viz, fugar, 
tobacco, cotton wool, indigo, ginger, fpecl^le wood 
Qf Jiimaica wooc^, iullick or other dying woods, 

rice. 
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rice, moloffes^ beaver-fkins and other furrs, copper ore, 
pitch, tar, turpentine, mafts, yards, and bowfprits. 

The fugar aft (as it is called) of parliament 1733, and 
fince continued, is concerning foreign plantation produce 
or manufadure, imported into the Britifh plantations, 
viz. rum, duty 9 d. fterl. per gallon, moloflcs or fyrups 
66. fugars and paneeles 5 s. per ct. wt. 

In North- Angerica, hunting, fifhing and fowling, with 
fundry berries and earth-nuts are the principal food or 
fubfiilence of the Indians ; the more civilized, cultivate* 
Indian corn and kidney beans, called Indian beans. The 
bread grain in Europe, is generally wheat, rye, oats, 
and barley for baking and malting. 

The ♦ wool in our northern plantations is of as good 
a ftaple, but coarfer than the Englifh wool 5 the further 
fouth in our colonies, the wool becomes coarfer, even 
to a lana caprina, as in our fugar iflands -, therefore the 
plantations are i>ot capable of rivalling England in fine 
woollens. 

In our northern colonies after the middle of Sept. fcarce 
any fpecies of fpontaneous plants make a feafonable ap- 
pearance ; confequently botanick fimpling is then over. 

In our new wildernefs colonies, the timber and other 
foreft wood of the firft clearing is generally doted, be- 
caufe ancient or old j the fdUowing growths are good a^d* 
found. ^ 

In the price of grain and other provifions there is a fort 

* There arc certain ports only, allowed in Great 'Britain and 
Ireland, for the exportation and importation of wool and woollens. No 
cloths, excepting of the manufadlureof Great-Britain, can be imported 
into any of his majclly's dominions. 

The woollens from Grent- Britain exported annually are computed 
at about three millions fterling; but Tbeing free of duty, they for 
fome feliifh ends are not entered exadly, therefore the value cannot 
be accurately afcertained. 

The woollens of Great-Britain arc above one third of the univerfal 
export. At a medium, wool manufadlnred is double the value of 
:he wool itfelf, and deducing all charges, one third of the neat profit 
lotb to the landlord. 

of 
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of natural ftandard, whereby the huibandmati may have 
a living proEt, and the labourers in manufacture, &c 
may not have provifions fo cheap, that the earnings d 
a few days worn will afford fome days of idlenefs ; la 
this rt[pe& our produce and manufactures have fome 
kind of a nacural dependence. 
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SECTION xni. 



Concerning the P r o v i n c e of 

« 

New-Jeriey or Nova-Caeferea. 

WE have in the fcdlion of New- York * given fomc 
general account of the firft fettlement of New- 
Netherlands or Nova-Belgia, which comprehended the 
prefcnt New- York, New-Jerfey, and the three lower 
counties of Penfylvania upon Delaware river. 

Upon a defign formed by the court of England to re- 
duce New-Netherlands, -f K. Charles II. made a previous 
grant of the property and government of the fame to his 
brother the duke of York, March 12, 1663-4-, it was 
not reduced by fettled articles until September 1664, and 
confirmed to England by the treaty of Breda, 1667. 

The duke of York by commiffion April 2, 1664, ap- 
pointed Richard Nichols, Efq; deputy governor of all Newr 
Netherlands, but did not enter upon his government till 
Aug. 27, 1664, which was pofterior to the duke of York's 
alBgnment, June 24, 1664, of the property and govern- 
ment of New-Jerfey to lord Berkley and Sir Geo. Carteret, 

The duke of York, June 24, 1 664, made a joint grant of 
that part of New-Netherlands (now called New- Jerfey) n 

* P. 2 20, Sec, 

f Stuy vefand was at that time Dutch govembf of New-Netherlands, 
His commiifion from the States General was dated July 26, 1646. 

II This grant was called New- Jerfey, from the name of the iflandof 
Jerfey in the channel of England, the country of Sir George Carteret 
QiiC of the firfl a^gnees. I( is fometimcs called Nova-^'aefarca. 

to 
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to lord Berkley of Stratton, and Sir George Carteret ; they 
appointed Philip Carteret, Efq; their lieut. governor ; he 
entered upon his government in Aug, 1665, where he re* 
mained only fix months, and returned to England, and 
back again to his government of the Jerfies. This graht 
of the duke of York, was from the Noorde Rivier, now 
called Hudfon's river, to the Zuyde Rivier, now called 
Delaware river; and up Hudfon's river to 41 d. N. lat, 
and up Delaware river to 41 d. 20 m ; and from thefe two 
ftations headed by a ftrait line acrofs. 

By the intrigues of France, England was perfuaded to 
proclaim war againft the Dutch, March 17, 167 1-2, and 
a Dutch expedition reconquered 'New-Netherlands from 
the Englifli July 30, 1673, col. Lovelace was at that 
time governor ; by the treaty of London, February 19, 
1673-4, New-Netherlands was reftored by the Dutch to 
the crown of England, and Sir Edmond Andros appoint* 
cd governor. 

As New-Netherlands had been conquered, that is, alien- 

• ated from England, fince the crown of England's former 

■ grant to the duke of York ; to obviate any difficulties in 

the validity of that grant, king Charles IL made a new 

grant of property and government to his brother the duke 

of York, June 29, 1674, which was publilhed Nov. 6 

. following. No ^ft of government in the Jerfies is to 

be found upon record from July 19, 1673, to Novediber 

1674. 

Duke of York by leafe and releafe, July 28 and 29, 
1674, conveyed to Sir George Carteret the eaftern di- 
vifion of New- Jerfies, divided from the weftern divifion 
of the Jerfies by a ftrait line from the S. E. point of 
Little-Egg harbour in Barnegate creek, being about 
middle between Sandy-Hook and Cape-May, to a kill 
or crcf^k a little below Rencokus-Kill on Delaware river, 
and thence (about 35 miles) ftrait courfe along Delaware 
nver up '» 41 d. 40 m. N. lat. the north divifional 
])oi:it or ftation of the divifional line between New- York 
and the Jerfies. N. B. The firft effort of the rioters 

for 
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for fetting up Indian purchafes againft the title of the 
crown was 1672, to evade paying quit-rents which 
commenced March 25, 1670 ; they threw off the govern- 
ment of the proprietors, and the people chofe^a governor 
for themfelves ; governor Carteret and his fecretary went 
tor England to complain, but the Dutch conqueit hap- 
pening foon after, governor Carteret did not return till 
November 1674, with new conceflions, being the third 
parcel of conceflions, and from that time all remained 
quiet, and the rules of property were well obferved 
until Sir Edmond Andros broke through all thefe rules; 
he ufurped the government of all New-Jerfey 1680, and 
carried governor Carteret prifoner from Elizabeth-town 
to New- York ; upon complaints to the duke of York, 
he with refentment recalled Sir Edmond Andros, and the 
property and government of the Jerfey proprietors was 
re-eftabliflied 1683, and continued till fome months be- 
fore the revolution 1688, when K. James broke through 
the rules of property, and alfo feized the government of ' 
New-Jerfey and of the neighbouring provinces, and put - 
them under the command of Sir Edmond Andros ; upon . 
the revolution the proprietors re-afliimed the right of 
government, f 

Upon the revolution the proprietors appointed John 
Totham, Efq; their lieutenant governor, and afterwards 
col. Dudley, * but the people fcrupled to obey then?, 
and the proprietors appointed col. Andrew Hamilton, 
who continued governor fome years ; but by fome de- 
figning men the people received a notion that coU 
Hamilton, as a Scots man, could not be governor of an 
Englifh colony, they difmiffed him, and conftituted Je- 
remiah Bafle governor 1697, but as Bafle had never been 
approved of by the king, the proprietors in a Ihort 

^ For fake of connexion I continue this thread, and leave fome 
intervening mafliers to be afterwards related. 

* Col. Dudley was afterwards deputy governor of theTfle of Wight, 
a member of parliament of England, and governor pf the provinces 
of MaiTachufetts-Bay and New-HampQiire in New-England. 

time 
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time difmifled him, and reinftated coL Hamilton, but 
he never was confirmed by the crown, and col. Hamil- 
ton was fuperfeded by Mr. Baflc a fecond time, and Baffc 
was finally fuperfeded by Andrew Bowne, Efq; the laft 
governor for the proprietors. 

The people of the Jerfies continued for fome years (o 
mutinous, that the proprietors for their own cafe, by their 
agents. Sir Thomas Lane for Weft-Jerfey, and Mr. 
William Dockwra for Eaft-Jerfey^ in the name of the pro- 
prietors, found it expedient by a proper inftrumcnt, April 
17, 1702, in concert, to furrender the government to the 
crown, referving to themfclves all their other rights, and 
they jointly with the crown formed fome fundamental . 
articles by way of a magna charta. Lord Cornbury, 
governor of New- York, was by queen Anne conftituted 
the firft crown governor of the united Jerfies. 

Lord Berkley, fome years after his grant from duke 
of York 1664, affigned his right to William Penn, Efqj 
Gawen Laurie of London, merchant, Nicholas Lucas,and 
Edward Byllyng ; fhortly after this, thefe affignees agreed 
upon a partition with Sir George Carteret, and Sir George 
obtained of duke of York, July 1674, a confirmation ©f 
this partition grant, as is above related — July i, 16761 
Sir George Carteret gave to the affignees of lord Berkley 
a quit-claim of the Weft- Jerfies, as thefe affignees gave to 
Sir George a like quit-claim of the Eaft- Jerfies ; this 
partition was confirmed by an aft of the general aflembly 
of the Jerfies, 1719. 

Sir George Carteret made over the Eaft- Jerfies to certain 
truftees December 5, 1678, to be fold by them after his 
death. After Sir George's death, the truftees affigned 
the Eaft- Jerfies tp 1 2 proprietors, February 2, 1681-2* 
William Penn, Thomas Wilcox 

Robeft Weft, . Ambrofc Riggs, 

Thomas Rudyard, John Hayward, 
Samuel Groom, Hugh Hartftiorn, 

Thomas Hart, Clemens Plumfted, 

Richard Mew, Thomas Cooper. 

By 
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By an inftrument amongft thcmfelves, they declared that 
the purchafe was equals and no advantage (hould be 
taken of furvivorlhip. Thefe firft proprietors by 12 fc- 
parate deeds, feparately conveyed one half of their intercft 
to I ^ other perfons feparately, 

Robert Barclay, Gawen Laurie, 

Edward Byllyng, Thomas Barker, 

Robert Turner, Thomas Warner, 

James Brien, James Earl of Perth, 

Arent Soumans, Robert Gordon, 

William Gibfon, John Drummond, 

in fee fimple. The duke of York, March 14, 1682, by 
patent or grant confirmed the Eaft-Jerfies to thofe 24 

Proprietors in property and government ; and July 1 7 fol- 
)wing the famous Robert Barclay f the quaker, was 
agreed upon, and under him pro tempore Mr. Laurie 
with a council, Mr. Barclay continued governor until 
1685. He was fuccedeed by lord Neal Campbell of the 
Argyl family ; about this time came over the quaker fo ' 
callol, George Keith. * 

From the duke of York's firft grant of all the Jerfies 
to lord Berkley of Stratton, and to Sir George Carteret ' 
knight and baronet, vice chamberlain of his majefty's 
houftiold, and one of his majefty's inoO: honourable 
privy council, jointly 5 Philip Carteret, Efq; was gover- 
nor of their joint concern, that is, for all the Jerfies until 
1672, when the people, efpeciaHy of EHzabeth-town, 
began to mutiny upon account of the demand of quit- 
rents, which according to the conceflions took place 
March 25, 1670. Thefe mutineers afliimed the go- 

'f In king Charles II. reign there was a kind of perfecution of the 
nonconformills in religion, and Robert Barclay head of all the quakers 
in Great-Britain, with his family removed to the Jerfies ; from this 
perfecution the Jerfies is fettled chiefly with quakers, anabaptiilsy 
and prefbyterians. 

* George Keith was a noted quaker, he came over to the Jerfies, 
taught fchool, and was land furveyor general ; he returned to Eng- 
land, and for his oonveniency, accepted of a church of England be- 
nefice, and wrote againil the qaakcrs, 

2 vernment, 
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vernmenr, and conftituted James Carteret, a dMblute foa 
of Sir George Carteret, their governor; and governor 
Philip Carteret was obliged to go to the court of Eng- 
land with complaints againft the mutineers ; col. Love- 
lace at this time was governor of New- York ; the Dutch, 
conqucit intervening, he did not return until 1674, when 
upon a peace the Dutch refigned to the crown of Eng-' 
land the country ot New-Netherlands, and the duke 
of York had made a divifional or feparate grant of Eaft- 
Jerfies to Sir George Carteret ; governor Carteret brought 
over fomc additional conceflions, which were called the 
third conceflions ; as he had bought fome ftiares in the 
Elizabeth-town Indian purchafe, the Elizabeth-town mem 
gave him no uneafinefs, he refided in Elizabeth-town 
till death ; he made it the feat of government. Robert 
Barclay the noted quaker writer, was the firft governor 
for the 24 proprietors. 

Upon the Dutch peace 1674, Sir Edmond Androft 
was appointed governor of the Jerfies, but by virtue of 
the duke of York's fecond or divifional grant. Sir George 
Carteret appointed Philip Carteret, Efq; his lieut. go- 
vernor for the Eaft-Jerfey, in which ftation hie continued 
to the time of his death, November 1682 ; he received 
fome infults from Sir Edmond Andros. From 1674,* Sir 
Edmond Andros was governor of the Weft- Jerfics for the 
duke of York, who had twitted the government out of 
the hands of lord Berkley^s affignees, and upon prc^r 
reprefentations the duke of York quitted the govern- 
ment of Weft-Jerfies to the affignees of lord Berkley, 
and they appointed Edward Byllyng, one of the aflignces 
or proprietors, governor 1680, having obtained a new 
grant of the Weft- Jerfey ; at the fame time the duke 
made a new grant or confirmation of Eaft-Jerfey to the 
grandfon of Sir George Carteret. In the Weft-Jerfies to 
Mr. Byllyng, 1 690, fucceeded |I doflor Daniel Cox of the 

H The affairs of this colony have always been in a confufed ftatc» 
which occafions an unavoidable confufion in the hiHory thereof.. 

" college 
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college of phyficians in London, he having purchafed 
the greateft part of the property of Weft-Jerfey, was 
governor thereof; but as his profeffional bufinefs did not 
allow him to leave London, be appointed a deputy go- 
vernor, and at length fold his intereft to Sir Thomas 
Lane and others for 9000 1. fterl. a great price at that 
time. 

The original 24 fliares of Eaft- Jerfey by fales of fmall 
parts of the fhares and fucceflion of children, became very 
much fubdivided ; for inftance, fome proprietors had 
only one fortieth part, of a forty-eighth part, of a twenty- 
fourth fhare j the Weft-Jerfey was in the fame condition ,; 
this occafioned much confuHon in management amongil 
thefe general proprietors, particularly in appointing of 
governors ; therefore the proprietors in good prudence 
refigned the government to the crown, referving all 
their other rights as we formerly mentioned 5 the pro- 
prietary government continued until Auguft 14, 1703, 
when lord Cornbury publiflied his commiflion from the 
crown as governor of all the Jerfies ; thus the Eaft and 
Weft-Jerfies, which had been (Qparate governments from 
1674 to 1703, became united in one government or ju- 
rifdidtion, and continued under the fame governor with 
the province of New- York, until 1736, when the govern- 
ment of New- York devolved upon lieutenant governor 
Clarke ; as he had no command in the Jerfies, the go- 
vernment of the Jerfies devolved upon the prefident of the 
council, and ever fince the command in chief has been 
in a diftinft perfon from that of New- York. 

Upon the proprietors furrendering of the government 
to the crown, they obtained of the crown a fet of per- 
petual inflruftions to all fubfequent governors by way of 
:onceflrions, or magna charta, for the proprietors and 
people, particularly in favour of the proprietors, i. Not 
:o confent to any tax upon unprofitable or vacant lands. 
I. None but the general proprietors to purchafe any 
lands of the Indians. 3. To take care that all lands pur- 
:hared, be improved by the pofleflbrs. 

Vol, U. T - After 
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After the Dutch peace there was (upon ceafing of 
head-land bounties) 1685, a council of proprietors ap- 
pointed for the Ealt- Jerfies 5 they ordered a dividend of 
109000 acres to be taken up at pleafure, to each of the 
24 proprietorfhips of the Eaft- Jerfies 5 there was a fecond 
divifion of 5000 acres to each of the 24 proprietorihips, ' 
Feb. 21, 1698 ; and a divifion of 2500 acres, Dec. 2, 
1 702. To enforce the affair of a council of proprietors, 
there pailed an aft of general affembly, March 25, 
1725, that a certain number of the general proprietors, 
or their proxies, having the value of eight whole fliarcs 
in themfelves, fhall be a council of the proprietors of 
the eaftem divifion, to divide lands, examine claims, &c 
and to have two ftated yearly meetings at Perth- Amboy 
about the times of the fittings of the fupreme court w 
judicature. 1737* the council of proprietors adver- 

, tifed, that after 1739 there fiiould be a further divi- 
dend of 2000 acres per ann. to each of the 24 proprietor- 
fhips, until all vacant lands fhall be divided. 

In the fiVft conceffions, February 10, 1664-5, the 
proprietors Berkley and Carteret promifc to all adven- 
turers and fettlers who fhould plant there, fundry privi- 
leges, particularly of bead-lands for each head of fettlers; 
this prom.ife was only defigned to be of four years con- 
tinuance, but from time to time was extended to Ja- 
nuary 13, 1685-6, and then ceafed ; the general pro- 
prietors then began to make dividends amongfl thcno- 
fclves as above. The head-lands were to fettlers in any 
place exceeding ten miles from the fea, eighty acres 

' per head, and to thofe who fettle nearer, fixty 
acres. 

In the beginning, the general lots were laid out, none 
lefs than % 1 00 acres, and none more than 2 1 ,000 acres ; 
whereof one feventh to be referved to the general pro- 
prietors, the remainder to perfons who fhould come and 
plant t\\c fame. 

In taking up of lands either by purchafe, and agree- 
ment with the general proprietaries as at prefent, or as 

formerly 
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formerly bv wty of head-lands, the governor and ma- 
joritj of the council gave a warrant to the furveyor ge- 
neral or his deputies, to furvey and lay out thfe fame ; 
next the furveyor is to certify the furvey, upon which 
the governor and councill make a grant in the form fol* 
lowing, ** The lords proprietors of Nova-Caefarea, or 
** New- Jerfey, do hereby grant to A. B. of — in the 

•* province aforefaid, a plantation contaimng acres 

** Englilh mcafurc, to him or her, to his or her heirs of 
** aflighs fcM* ever ; yielding and paying yeaily unto the 
•* faid lord proprietors, their heirs or affigns, every 25tK 
** day of March," according to the Englifh account, one 
•* half-penny, lawful money of England, for every one 
** of faid acres ; to be holden as of the manner of Eaft- 
•* Greenwich in ftce and common foccagc, the firft pay- 

•* mcnt of quit-rents to begin the 25th Given under 

♦* the feal of the province, the— day of in the year 

•* of our Lord figned by the governor and a majo- 

•* rity of the council. N. B. One half part of r^ie 
** mines of gold and filver are referved ; and if in three 
*• years, the conditions ftipulated are not fulfilled, the 
** grant to be void." 

. We may obferve, that there are three forts of pro- 
prietors in the Jerfies^ i. The general proprietors. 
2. Purchafers under the general proprietors. 3. Claimers 
uiider patents for head-lands from the general proprietors 
on quit-rent. 

A Digression concerning ^ndian deeds, and proprietors 

quit-rents in the plantations. 

In our plantations the cafe of perfons holding 
lands by Indian deeds only, without the approbation 
of the crown, or of the refpedlive legiflatures who may be 
deemed to have the exclufive prerogatives of granting 
the right of pre-emption to fubjefts ; as alfo the affair 
of paying quit-rents to the crown, or to general pro- 
prietors gauitces of the crown, as a matter of confiderable 

T 2 concern^ 
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concern, feems to require a digrefllon article : as the co^ 
lony of New- Jerfies is the moft noted for thefe difputcs^ 
* we fliall here give the incidents of claims by Indian 
deeds only, in Elizabeth townfhip. 

In both Jerfies feveral poflfeffions and claims of land 
are founded upon Indian deeds only ; the Indian Eliza- 
beth-town grant is the moft noted, and has been the 
moft vexatious, formerly containing upwards of 400,000 
acres of the moft valuable lands in New-Jerfey, bounded 
by Raritan river, Amboy-Sound, Arthur Cul-Bay, and 
Paflaick river ; Daniel Pierce, and aflociates, purchaled 
one half of thefe lands for 80 1. fterl. and laid out the 
townfhips of Woodbridge and Pifcataway, for which 
they foon after obtained fufficient patents from the 
rightful proprietors under the crown, at one half^penny 
per ann. quit-rent, and peaceably enjoy the fame to 
this day. 

The firft Indian grant of thefe lands was to Auguftin 
Herman, a Dutchman, in 1651 ; upon the Dutch fur- 
render to the crown of England, he relinquiflied thefe 
lands, and therefore they efcheated to that crown as de- 
relidls, and confequently could not be conveyed again 
by the Indians to any perfon or community. 

Notwithftanding of this, fix perfons with their aflo- 
ciates, September 26, 1664, petitioned governor Nichols 
for liberty to purchafe of the Indians, and fettle certain 

* Where the peace and tranquility of a country or colony cannot 
be maintained by the civil power, which it feems to have happened 
at fundry times in the Jerfies, a military force is abfolutely reqoifite. 
Some young regiment, inllead of being in coarfe di/banded in Great- 
Britain or Ireland, may be fent to the Teditious colony, they will foon 
quell the rioters, and when the fpirit of mutiny is drove out, the re- 
giment may be difbanded in the colony ; they will contribute towards 
peopling the colony; and moreover, as being ufed to a regular and 
proper fubitiiffion to authority, by their example, they will teach the 
fame to the people of the colony. Thus the regiment of Carignan 
fome jfears !ince was fent over from France to Canada, and difbanded 
there ; thus in the time of the government of lord Colpepper, a re- 
giment was fent from England to Virginia, to quell the riots under 
J3acony and afterwards diffoived there. 

' traits 
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trafts of land upon Arthur Cul-Bay, which he granted 
September 30, 1664; accordingly thefe aflbciates made; 
a purchafe from the Indians, Odtober 28 following, in' 
the naipe of John Bailey^ Daniel Denton, Luke Watfon, ' 
of Long-lQand, hufbandmen, and their affociates, of a* 
trafi: of land bounded as above : the confideration was, ^ 
paying to the Indians 20 fathoms of trading cloth, two 
made coats, 2 guns, 2 hatchets, 10 bars of lead, 20 hand- 
fuls of gun-powder ; and after one yearns expiration, the 
remainder of the purchafe was 400 fathoms of white 
wampum (value 20 1. fterl.) or 200 fathoms of black 
wampum : in confequence of this, governor Nichols 
granted to thefe aflbciates a patent for faid lands, with a 
liberty to purchafe farther of the Indians fo far as Snake- 
Hill, dated December 2, 1664. 

That the reader may have fome conception of the dif- 
pute concerning the property and quit-rents of thefe 
iands^ between the proprietors who hold of the crown,' 
and of the people who hold by fuppofed Indian purchafes, 
which has occalioned much difturbance in this govern- 
ment ; we fhall make the following obfervations. 

I. Nichols, lieutenant governor of New-Jerfey for the 
jduke of York, being informed of the duke's affignment 
to lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, fufpefting that 
he would foon be fuperfeded by a lieutenant governor of 
their own appointment, and perhaps for other confide- 
rations, September 30, 1 6J64, gave licence to certain per- 
fons (as is above related) to purchafe lands of the Indians, 
which they did 0£i;Qber 25 ; and 3d of December fol- 
lowing, Nichols gave them a patent for the fame, fub- 
jedJred to certain quit-rents. This patent, though poflerior 
to the aforefaid affignment, was conform to his inflruc- 
tions, aiid before any proper notice received of that 
affignment^ f and therefore in equity alledged to be good, 

T 3 cfpecially 

-|- The .difpate concerning the equivalent lands called the Oblongs 
made over by the colony of Connedlicot to the province of New York».. 
bfjtween aflbciates who had a giant of them from the king in coun- 
cil, 
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cfpccially confidcring, 2. That Philip Carteret, Efq-, lieu- 
tenant governor for the aflignees, did foon after his enter- 
ing upon the government of the Jerfies, (he entered Au- 
gult 1665,) as it is faid, under hand and feal gave licence 
to a company of fundry perfons to purchafe of the In- 
dians within his government what quantity or Unds they 
4iould think convenient ^ and accordingly, as the £lliza- 
.' heth men fay, their anceflors with advice ^d coBfent of 
faid governor, made fundry purchafes of the Indians. 
3. Governor Carteret for his own ufe purchafcd fomc of 
thefe Indian grant rights, particularly that of Bailey, 
May 21, 1666 ; only four families were fettled at Eliza- 
beth-town (afterwards fo called) before governor Carteret's 
arrival ; Carteret died governor of the Eaft-Jerfcy, Nov. 
1682 ; during his government the provincial general 
afTemblies, the council, the fuperior or fuprenfie courts 
of judicature, and general offices pf the government 
were kept at Elizabeth- town, which was fo called by the 
name ot Elizabeth, wife of Sir George Carteret 5 it was 
the iirft Engliih fetdement, and the moft ancient town 
of the province. 

Moreover, the proprietors who hold by Indian grants, 
fay, as a precedent, although the courts at la^ in the 
Jerfies, May 14, 1695, gave judgment of ejeftmcnt in 
favour of James FuUerton, who held under the general 
proprietors, againft Jeftey Jones, who held by the Indian 
grants ; Jones upon his appeal to the king in council, 
the j^dgment was rcverfed and fet afide February 25, 
1696 : the general proprietors fay, that the judg- 
ment was rcverfed only biecaufe of fomc errors in the 
proceedings A petition or corpplainc of Elizabeth-town 
Indian grant proprietors, was read before the king in 
council, July 19, 1744, reprefenting the hardfhips they 
fuftained froni the general proprietors, i. Thatgenc- 

cil, and a^oclates who had, conform to inflrn6lion8» a grant of them 
from the governor and council of New York, is of this natiire» bat 
hitherto not determined. See vol. II. p. 232. 

rally 
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rally the council and judges are interefted in the general 
proprietors fide of the queftion, and are therefore become 
judges in their own caufe. 2. By aft of aflembly they 
have procured part of the county of Somerfet, who 
are moilly of the general proprietors fide, to be an« 
nexed to the county of Eflex, where the lands of 
the Indian grant proprietors generally lay, for the 
fake of having juries in their intereft. 3. For a fix- 
penny damage, we are Ibmetimes brought in for two or 
three hundred pounds proclamation money cofts ; and 
we are daily threatened with great pretended damages and 
heavy cofts : therefore they pray, that the king would 
take them under his immediate protedion, and either 
determine the affair in your majefty's moft honourable 
privy council, or appoint difintereftcd commifiioners out 
of fome of the neighbouring colonies, and by a jury from 
thence alfo to be taken, to hear and finally decide in 
faid cafe; or that your majefty would be gracioufly 
pleafed to appoint commifiioners, to hear, enquire into, 
and determine faid controverfy ; or grant fuch relief as 
to your majefty may feem meet. This was referred to 
the committee of council for plantation affairs. Auguft 
21, 1744, this committee refer the petition to the lords 
commifiioners for trade and plantations, to report to 
the committee, what they conceive proper for his ma- 
jefty to do therein. The board of trade and plantati- 
ons report to the faid committee of privy council, &c. 
&c. &c. The charadter of a fummary obliges us to ftop ; 
and only further to obferve, that this affair hitherto is 
not iflued. 

In anfwer, the general proprietors reprefent to the 
board of trade and plantations, i. That they humbly 
conceive, the complaint is not fent from the whole body, 
or from any confiderable number of inhabitants there, 
but from a few fadious and mutinous people impatient 
of any government. 2. The rioters pretend a fole 
right in the Indians, but no right in the king and his 
grantees, with a defign to deprive the proprietors of their . 

T 4 right 
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right to the foil and quit-rent, and with a defign te 
ftrip his majefty of his royal right to that and the other 
plantations, and to render them -independent of the 
crown. 

' Complaints dated April 13, 1745, were filed in chan* 
eery of the Jerfies, againft the EHzabeth proprietors cal-. 
led Clinker right men, confiding of 1 24 folio pages ; 
and was followed by a long bill from the council ot 
proprietors of the Eaftern divifion of the New-Jerfey 
met in Perth-Amboy March 25, 1 746, in behalf of thcm- 
felves, and the reft of the general proprietors of the 
Eaftern divifion of New-Jerfey, whom they reprefent. 
In thefe inftruments they feem to alledge, 1. That as the 
Indians had granted thefe lands to Herman 1651, they 
could not grant them to Bailey, &c. as is above faid. 
2. Confidering the long pofleflion of the Elizabeth men, 
and the great charge and labour in clearing thefe pof- 
fefllons, governor Nichols's patents upon Indian deeds 
are in equity deemed good ; this does not excufe the pof- 
feffors from paying quit- rents and other acknowledg- 
ment conform to the grants ; and that in faft March 
II, 1674-5, the Elizabeth men offered to pay to the lord 
proprietor 20 1. fterl. per ann. quit-rent for eight miles 
fquare, this offer was refufed by the governor and 
council infifting uppn the half penny fterl. per acre 
per ann. 3. The riotous proceedings of the Elizabeth 
men and others claiming by Indian deeds, viz. goals 
broke open, people forceably turned out of the pofTeffion 
of their lands, this they call clubing them out, and 
the officers of the government publickly infultcd.and 
beat; fome of the rioters have tome fifty miles and 
upwards to join in a riot. 

The late riots in the Jerfies are between the. propria- 
etors who hold by a town right, and thofe who hold by 
patents from the general proprietors. 

The general proprietors fay, that the only good title 
in the province is under the crown •, and all pretences 
from Indian purfhafes only are void. , 
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The boundaries of New- Jerley, rivers, and fomc diftan^ 

ces of noted places. 

It is bounded eafterly by the. province of New- York 
from 41 d. N. lat. on Hudfon's river to Sandy hook, about 
40 miles ; from Sandyhook £. foutherly upon the ocean 
40 leagues to Cape-May, at the entrance of Delaware 
Bay ; from Cape-May it is bounded wefterly on Penfylva 
nia along the various turnings of Delaware river to 41 d« 

40 m. north lat. which if in a ftreight line, would be 
about 200 miles; the N. eafterly line of New-Jcrfey 
with New- York was determined by the duke of York in 
his grant of New- Jerfey to Berkley and Carteret, to be- 
from a point in the main branch of Delaware river in 
lat. 41 d. 40 m. to a point in Hudfon's river in lat. 41 d. 
the. point on Delaware river is fully agreed upon 
and afcertained by both governments, the other on 
Hudfon's river is not (o fully agreed upon; the line 
from point to point mav be about 80 miles long, £• 

41 d. S. , 

Anno 1676, by agreement between the four affignees 
of lord Berkley on the one fide, and Sir George Carteret 
on the other fide, f^perhaps this is the reafon of the 
name quinquipartite line) New- Jerfey was divided into 
two provinces, called the Eaft and Weft-Jetfey, and con* 
firmed by the duke of York 1680, and 1682 ; and by 
aft of aflembly 1719; this line as run by Mr. Lau- 
rence, November 1744, was in length 150 miles 20 
chains, N. 9 d. 19 m. W. from Little-Egg harbour in 
the ocean, to 41 d. 40 m. N. lat. ; the S. point of thi$ 
line was fettled 1676, the north point of the line 
was fettled 1719, but the line itfelf was never run till 
1744, and that only by the proprietors of the Eaft- Jerfey 
ex parte •, in this line fome errors have been dilcovered 
and require to be reftified •, as there is a confiderable di{^ 
ference in the variations of the compafs, at the north 
^d fouth terminations of this divifional line, this divi? 

fiona} 
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SoDsd fine cannot be ftreighti the firft falls in Dela- 
ware river in Trent town are oppoiite to the 47th mile of 
this divifional line. 

' In order to difcover the main branch mentioned in the 
pants, and the largeneis of fome other l>ranches of 
Delaware and Sefquahanna rivers, there was lately a fur- 
rty line run nearly due weft from Minifinck ifland on 
Ddaware river about 1 2 miles above the divifional line 
cro0ing the N. E. branch of Delaware river, to Sef- 
quahanna river were 85 miles, and where it fell in with 
Sefquahanna, that river was about 30 chains (4 rod to 
a chain) wide, and near this there was a branch which 
fell into the principal river of Sefquahanna about ^00 
feet wide, and in the fork was an Indian village called 
Solochka ; the weft branch of Delaware river was only 
25 feet wide, the N. E. branch where the ftation point 
of the divifion line between New- York and Jerfey is 
fixed at 41 d. 40 m. lat. is above 500 feet wide, the 
fork fo called, of Delaware river is about 70 miles upon 
a ftreight line below this ftation point ; at this ftadon 
point anno 1 744 the variation of the compafs was W. 
6d. 35 m. anno 17 19 it was obferved to be about 8d. 
as is before mentioned ; the ftation point at Egg-Harbour 
1744 was gd. 25 m. Mr. Serjeant Hook fome dme 
(ince made a purchafe of 3750 acres upon Delaware 
river in the Weft- Jerfey, and gave one tenth of it as 
a glebe to the church. 

The principal rivers in the province of New Jerfey 
are the Noorde Rivier or Hudfon's river, which we have 
already delineated in the fedion of New- York, and Zuide 
Rivier or Delaware river, which we (hall defcribe in the 
fcftion of Penfylvania -, only we (hall obferve, that in 
the Jerfey fide of this river are feveral (hort creeks, 
thefe of Cohanfy, and of Salem 20 miles higher, make 
one diftridt of cuftom-houfe ; at Bridlington 29 miles 
above Philadelphia is another cullom diftridt: thefe 
two Guftom-houl'e diftridts, their quarterly entries and 

clearances 
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. clearances of veflHs, are generally nil, and fcarce dcferve 
the name of preventive creeks. The main branch of 
Delaware river comes from Cat-kill mountains, a few 
miles weft of the fountains of Scoharie river a branch 
of Mohawks river. Raritan river falls into Sandyhook 
bay at Amboy pmnt, the tide flows 12 miles up to 
Brunfwick ; at the mouth of this river is the only con* 
fiderable fea port and cuftom-hpufe of New- Jerfey ; 
here is the city of Perth- Amboy, it is the capital of the- 
province of New- Jerfey, and here are kept the provincial 
records i here is a good deep water harbour and pro- 
mifing country; but notwithftanding, it has only the 
^pearance of a mean village ; the name is a compound 
qf Perth the honorary title of the late Drummond earl 
of Perth, and Amboy its Indian name. 

The fea line of New- Jerfey is Arthur Cul-Bay and- 
Amboy-Sound between Stacen-Ifland and the main about 
20 miles S. thefe receive the rivulets of Hackinfack Paf- 
faick, Bounds-creek, and Raway, from Amboy point to 
Sandyhook (Sandyhook is in the Eafte- Jerfey) 1 2 mile« ' 
£.from Sandyhook to Cape- May 120 miles S. wefterly, 
a flat double fandy (hore, having fome inlets practicable 
only by fmall craft. 

There are feveral chains or ridges of hills in this pro- 
vince, but of no confideration. 

Perth- Amboy b the provincial town of Eaft- Jerfey, 
Bridlington in the province town of Weft- Jerfey, diftance 
50 Miles, where the general aflembly of all the Jerfics 
fits alternately, and where the diftin£t provincial judi- 
catories or fupreme courts fit refpeftively. Bridlington^ 
commonly called Burlington, is a pleafant village. Eliza- 
beth-town is the moft ancient corporation and confide- 
rable town of the province. Brunfwick in Eaft Jerfey 
i$ nearly the center of Eaft and Weft Jerfies ; here is lately 
cftablifhed a college * for the inftrucition of youth, by 

* Formerly by mifiake, I wrote^ that this college was by royal 
charter. 

a char* 
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a charter from governor Belcher, Odtober 22,1 746, with 
power to confer all degrees as in the univerfities of Eng- 
land : the prefent truftees are generally prefbyterians, 
a msyority of feven or more truftees to have the ma- 
nagement ; each fcholar to pay 4 1. per ann. at 8 s. per 
oz. filver ; Mr Jonathan Dickenfon was their firft pre- 
fident, Mr. Burr is their prefent prefident ; in this 
college 0(5lober 5, 1 749, commenced 7 batchelors of 
arts. 

The road as in prefent ufe, from New- York city to, 
Philadelphia, is,, from New- York to Elizabeth-town 17 
miles, thence to Brunfwick 22 miles, thence to Trent 
town ferry 30 miles, thence to Briftol oppofite to 
Bridlington 15 miles, thence to Philadelphia 20 miles, 
being in all from the city of New-Yofk to Philadelphia 
1.04 miles. 

From Cape-May to Salem are about 60 miles, thence 
to Bridlington 50 miles, thence to Trent town falls 15 
miles. Thefe are the firft falls of Delaware river, and 
the tide Aqws fo high, below thefe falls when the tide is 
down and no land jflpodings in the river, the river is 
fordable. 

^ In the provitice of the Jerfies are five corporations with 
iCQurts ; whereof three are in Eaft- Jerfey, the city of Perth- 
Amboy, the city of New Brunfwick, and the borough of 
Eli:jaheth-town ; and two in the Weft- Jerfey, the city 
of Bridlington, alias Burlington, and the borough of Trent 
town ;*of thefe only two, Perth- Amboy and Burling- 
ton, fend reprefentatives to the general affembly. 

There is not much to be faid concerning their wars 
with the Indians and Canada French 5 the Five nations of 
Iroquois which we call Mohawks, have always been in 
ogr intereft ; they, efpecially the large tribe of Senecas, 
cover the provinces of New- Jerfey, Penfylvania, Mary- 
land, and Virginia. Ever fince the firft fettling of this , 
province, the publick has never been put to one penny 
phar^e for keeping the Indians in peace. The fham 

. Canada 
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Canada ticplcditibns of 1709^ and 171 1, led this proviiice 
and all the other Britifh provinces to-the northward of it, 
into a pernicious paper currency, called . publick bills of 
credit ; their firft paper currency was emitted 1 709 of 
3000 1. to be cancelled by taxes the fame year, and. 171 1 
they emitted 5000 1. to be cancelled by taxes 171 2 and 
1 713, and afterwards many emiffions for charges of 
government f and loans amongft themfelves, but never 
did run fuch depreciating lengths, as has been done in 
New -England. See the article of plantation currencies 
in the appendix. 

At prefent the Weft-Jerfey money of currency is in 
value equal to that of the adjoining province of Penfyl- 
vania ; the Eaft-Jerfey currency is the lame with the ad- 
jacent province of New- York ; their retpedtive dealings, 
being almoft folely with the refpe6live adjoining provin- 
ces. Penfy Ivania paper currency was at firft emitted at * 
the value of proclamation money ; which is 6 s. currency 
equal in value to a heavy Spanifti piece of eight •, but 
at prefent a mild piece or Spanifh dollar pafles for 7 s. 6d. 
currency, a heavy piftole 27 s. a guinea 34 s. and moi- 
dores 44 s. New- York paper currency was at firft emit- 
ted at 8 s. per oz. filver : at prefent a dollar or mild 
piece of eight being 7 8ths of one oz. filver, is Js. cur- 
rency, piftoles 28 s. if not under 4d. 6 grains wc . 
guineas 25 s. moidores 45 s. 

Their various fedaries, not in religion, but in reli- 
gious modes of worfhip, may be found in a general 
article of the feftion of Rhode- Ifland ; we fhall only 
obferve that this colony was firft fettled by preft)yteri^ 
ans, anabaptifts, and quakers, who to this time ftill 
prevail ; notwithftanding of the great charge of miffi- 
onaries from the fociety for propagating the golpel, 

•f- The forces raifcd there towards the late Cuba or Spanifh Weft- 
India expedition, and afterwards of 5 companies of loaniien each^- 
towards a feint expedition againft Canada 1746, was a confiderablc 
charge to them in levying and victualling.. . 

who 
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who by miftake feem to embarrafs die chrifHan reli- 
gion in general^ more than to cultivate it. Why fliotild 
religious, pious, and fober chriftians, induftrious, fru- 
gal, and orderly dommon-wealths men, be thus difturbed 
and perplexed, in their legally tolerated way, difiering 
from the miflionary eftablifhed church, not in do&rine, 
but in fome anceftorial innocent modes of worfhip: 
while at the fame time the heathen Indians^ the prin- 
cipal obje£t of their miffions, as may well he imagihedi 
neither civilised nor chriftianized, are wholly negled^id by 
them ? 

Inhabitants of the Jerfies, men, women, aiid children, 
are reckoned at about 50,000, whereof 10,006 may be 
reckoned a training militia. 

The valuation of the feveral courrfies, that i^ thfir 
' proportions in every thoufand pound tax, a few yetfs 
fince, flood thus, 

£AST-Ji:RSl£S. 

Somerfet 

Monmouth 

Middlefex 

Effex 

Bergen 

541 10 458 10 

The two new out counties of Morris, and Trent, fcem 
4iitherto not reduced to any regulations. 

Succellion of governors in the province of New- jerfey. 

The affair of governors is above intermixed with the 
hiflory of the various changes of the property and ju- 
rifdidion ; we fhall now recapitulate what relates to go- 
vernment and governors in a conneded and concife 
manner. 

The duke of York had a grant of the property ahd 
government of New-Netherlands from his brother Charles 
II. March 12, 1663-4. Duke of York by cooimiffion, 
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West-Jersies. 


39 J- 
169 10 

115 


Cape-May 3 1 1. 
Salem 144 
Gloucefler 86 


136 
82 


Burlington 123 10 
Hunterdon 74 
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April 2, 1664, appointed Richard Nichols^ Efq; hlslieuc 
govemOT or deputy of the whole New-Nethcrlaiids, but 
did not enter upon his government undl Auguft 27, 
1664. 

Upon the duke of York's affignment, June 24, 1 664, 
of that part called the Jerlies to lord Berkley and Sir 
George Carteret> they appointed Philip Carteret their 
governor ; after fix months refidtoce he went to Eng- 
land, and ibon returned to his government;; but 1672, 
a turbulent people, to evade paying quit-rents, allcdge 
that they did not hold of the proprietors Berkley and 
Carteret, but by Indian grants ; they relinquilhed ^ver- 
nor Carteret, and chofe a governor of their own ; gover- 
nor Carteret went home with complaints, and did not re- 
turn till November 1674, aDutchjurifdiftionuponarc- 
conqueft intervening from July 1673, to November 1^745 
Berkley and Carteret had a divifional feparate grant fnom 
the duke of York 1674, and Sir George Carteret lent 
over Philip Carteret, governor of Eaft-Jerfies 5 duke of 
York kept the jurifdiftion of Weftrjerfey in his owa 
hands by deputies. Nichols and Andros were gpvemois 
of New- York and Weft- Jerfey for the duke of York, 

Becaufe of fome differences between governor Andros 
of New- York and governor Carteret of Eaft- Jerfey, Aiv- 
dros ufurped the government of Eaft- Jerfey 1680, and 
fent from New- York to Elizabeth-town fome foldiers, 
they ufed governor Carteret rudely, they broke open his 
houfe, carried him from his naked bed on board of the 
floop to New- York, where he was kept prifoner the 
greateft part of the year: governor Andros favoured 
the Indian grant proprietors, with a defign to foment 
divifions and confufion, divide et impera : upon com- 
plaints fent home to the duke of York, Andros was dif- 
mifled from that government with a (hew of refent- 
ment, and the duke of York gave new deeds to the 
proprietors of the Eaft and Weft-Jerfies, with exprefs 
' grants of thefe powers, which Sir Edmond Andros pre- 
tended were wanting, the better to juftify his former 

conduA 5 
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conduft; by inrtue of thefc new grants dated 1680, the 
proprietors were next year re-eftabliihed in the Ncw- 
Jerfies ; Philip Carteret died governor of Eaft-Jerfcy, 
November 1682 ; to prevent irregular purchafes of the 
Indians, the affembly of Eaft- Jerfey, 1683, pafledanaft 
*^ forbidding the taking of any Indian deeds but in the 
** name of the lords proprietors, upon the pain of be- 
ing profecuted as feditious perfons, and as breakers of 
the king's peace, and of the publick peace and fafety 
** of the province ;** the fame aft, but fomething more 
fevcre, was paffed in Weft- Jerfey. 

In the Weft- Jerfey, upon the duke of York's quitting 
the government to the aflignees of lord Berkley, 1680, 
one of the aflignees or proprietors was by them ap-* 
pointed governor, and to him, 1690, fuceeeded I>. 
Daniel Cox, who had purchafed the greateft part of the 
.Weft-Jerfey. 

In the Eaft- Jerfey upon the duke of York's new deed 
to the proprietors, Robert Barclay, a noted quaker wri- 
tgr, was made governor ; fometimes he officiated by a 
deputy, 1684 Gawen Laurie was his deputy, and con- 
tinued till 1685; foon after this, king James afliimed 
the government, but upon the revolution, the proprietors . 
were reftored to their former rights, and appointed 
John Totham, Efq; for their governor, who was fuc- 
eeeded by col. Dudley-, but the people fcruplcd to obey 
them, and the proprietors appointed col. Hamilton for 
governor. 

After fome time the people alledged, that as a 
Scotsman he could not be governor of ah Englifh colony, 
and a party of the proprietors 'appointed Mr. BalTe go- 
vernor ; foon after, another party of the proprietors did 
again appoint col. Hamilton, Auguft 14, 1699, and not 
long after, fome of the proprietors appointed Mr. Baflc 
again ; thefe appointments were not confirmed by the 
king, Mr. Bowne fupcrfcded - them ; thefe times in the 

I Eaft^ 



Eaft- Jcrfies were called the revolutions^ f and was gOf 
vernor when the proprietors of both Jerfies, becaufe of 
diflenfions amoagft themfelves in appointing governors^ 
and from the conitiIiQn9'OCx:aIioned by the Indian grants 
men, found it advifable.to refign the government, but 
no other of their rights, to die crown, 1702. 

t 

Thus both Jerfies were united in one jurifdidlion,^ and 
had for their governor the fame perfon who was go- 
vernor of the province of New-York 5 fee the fedion of 
New-York, vol. II. p. 249, viz.. lord Cqrnbury, col. 
Hunter, ^ William Burnet, Efq; col. Montgomery, and 
coL Gofby. 

• Upon Cofby's death, lieut. governor Clarke, 173^, 
fucceeded in the command of New- York, but not iil 
that of the Jerfies, which in courfe fell into the hands of 
the prefident of the council of the Jerfies ; ever CmO^ 
the governors of New^Yoric and of the Jerfies have 
been in diftinft per fons. 

Lewis Morris^ Eftj; formerly chief juftice of the pro-* 
vinoe of New -York, was the firft diftindt governor of 
the Jerfies ; he died May 14, 1746; to him fucceeded 

Jonathan Belcher, Efq; formerly governor of the pro* 
vinces of Maflachufetts-JBay and New-Hampfliire, fee 
vol. I. p. 481, was nominated by the king for governor 
of the Jerfies, and arrived there foon after : he continues 
governor at this prefent writing, Auguft 1751* His 

-f- Daring the involutions in the alternate admioiftrations of Ha* 
milton and BaiTe from 1698 to the refignation of the government to 
the crov^n, there ^ere in die province continued confuiions, mutual 
brealctngof ^als, tefcuing of prifoners, beating and abufing of civil 
officers ; fometimes the chief command was m the copncil ; the 
refignatioB of thofe governments to the crown by Sir Thomas Lane 
knight and alderxpan of London, agent for Weft-Jerfey, and of Wil* 
]iam Dockwray, the famous projeftor of the ufeful, and to the publi(;k 
revenue of Great- Britain beneficial, penny poft office, agent for £aft<* 
Jcrfey. 

* Governor Hunter was allowed by the general aiTembly of the 
Jerfies, daring .his adminiftration, 500 1. per anm currency, and lool. 
tor contingencies. 

Vol.. IL P , M 
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firfl meeting with the provincial aCfembly was Augyft 
2«, 1746. 

The legiflatttpe, aiKi ibme municipal laws of New* 

Jerfey. 

Their legiflature confifts of three negatives; the ea« 
^fting (tile is, '' Be it enaded by his excellency the go- 
vernor, council, and general aflcmWy.*' 

The three negatives are, i • The governor, ftiled gD* 
vernor in chief, vice admiral, and canceller of cbe |fg ; 
vince of New- Jerfey. 

2. Tlie council nominated by the king, their jExmpW* 
ment is twelve, as it generally is in all our colonies. The 
governor and council are a court of error and chiuKKii|r. 

3. Thehoufe of reprefentatives in this province, wf 
are particularly called the afiembly ; though in propaoj 
the governor, council, and houfe of rq^re&nutiiKs laf 
the people, met in a legiflative capacity, are the gDmni 
aflembly of a province or colony. * This houfe ci J»» 
.prefentatives or aflembly confifts of 24 members, wiMre- 
Of 20 are reprefentatives of counties, the odier 4^finit 
the cities, fo called, of Perth- Amboy and BurliogCfiii 
viz. 

In East- Jersey. In Wist- J^met* 
From the county of • From the county of . 

Bergen 2 Hunterdon a 

Eflex 2 Burlington z 

Middlefex 2 Gloucefter 2 

Somerfet 2 Salem 2 

Monmouth 2 Cape -May z 

From the city of From the city of 

Perth-Amb. 2 Burlington 2 

^___ • ■ 

12 I^ 

* I cannat account for fuch improprieties in oar colomes ; thai it 
Virginia, the houfe of reprefentatives, is very improperl/ called die 
hottle of burgefles, becaufe Virginia is repre(eated by ooantiei. la 
the province of North-Carolina adjoining to Virginia, they are gtulty 
of tne fame impropriety. 

The 
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The new counties of Morris county, and Trent 
CDunty, hitherto do not fend reprefentatives. 

All the adts of the affcmbly of New- Jerfey muft have 
the royal aficnt. 

The houfe of reprefentatives is no court of judicature, 
but have the privilege of enquiring into the male admi-. 
niftration of the courts of juftice. 

The magna charta or fundaments! constitution of th^ 
province .ot New- Jerfey, confifts of three lubfequent lets 
of Gonceffions from the proprietors, and of the perpe- 
tual inihru&ions for all fucceffive croWn governors as; 
agreed upon 1702 at the proprietors refignation of the 
government to the crown. Thefe are reckoned of a* 
higher nature, than the ad:s of their afiemblies, and are 
termed by the affembly, the law^ of conceffions. The 
fiift concefilons were 1 664, from lord Berkley and Sir 
George Carteret, joint proprietors of New- Jerfey by 
afligngwnt from the duke ot York. The feco;nd con- 
ceffiom 1672 were from the faid proprietors jointly 5 the. 
third conoeffions were only for the Eaft Jerfey by Siy, 
Gcorgp Carteret 1674, upon the duke qf York's grant* 
ingiiiih adivifional'granti thefe were only additional 
and explanatory of the firft conceflions> 

The bounty land« to the fifd fettlers called head«lands» 
being fo many acres per head of fettlers at one half 
penny fterl per ann. per acre quit-rent. The qujt-rept» 
of the Jerfies began March z$^ l^7<9 j the whole arreais 
of quit-rents irom the. banning to 747^ did no| 
^exceed 15000 U The bounty by the firft conceflioni 
was only for h^ad^ imported in the liril four years^ 
but by fubfcquent conceffions, it was continued ta 
January 13, 1685. In other patents to purcbafers th« 
quit^rents were various ^ per agreement, v. g. ia 
Newark there arc fome patents at fix pen^e fterl, p^r ann, 
per I Co acres. 

The fundamental law of conceflions is, that all va?» 
cant lands are to be purchafed only by the governor 
and coun:cil in the name of thif ]^ropri^igr$ 9 and all 

U z Claims 
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claims to lands othcrways than by warrant of furvcy, by 
the furvey of a ftated furveyor, and patent from the 
governor and council are deemed void. There have been 
only two remarkable times of purchafe from the Indians 
1664 under governor Nichols, prior to the adts of con- 
ceffions •, and 1672 under governor Carteret, but fubfe- 
quent and contrary to the firft conceffions. Several trafts 
of land have from time to time been purchafed of the 
Indians by the general proprietors. By adt of aflemhly 
1683, no perfon to contraft for, or accept 0/ deeds 
of lands from the Indians, but in the name of the pro- 
prietors. 

In the revolution times, as they were called, in Ncw- 
Jerfey from 1698 to 1703, all rules of property were 
flighted^ many riots and much diforder enfued^ and by 
remonftrances to king William all eftabliihed rules rf 
property were endeavoured to be everted, and lodian 
purchafes eftablifhed, but in v^n. Upon the rcfigna- 
tion of the government to the crown, and by an a& 
of a0embly 1 703, declaring all pretences by Indian 
purchafes only, to be penal, (penalty 40 s. per acre) cri- 
minal, and void ; and by an aft 1713, a penalty is im- 
pqfed of 20 s. for every tree cut by any perfbh upott 
lands which are not his own property; order ¥ras re- 
iftored to the great improvement of New- Jcrfey, and 
"v^hich Was enjoyed till 1 745, when Indian purchaies were 
fet up again. Several d^ons' of ejedment being 
brought by the council of general proprietors againft 
the tenants, fo called, in pofleffion of the Elizabeth 
rights, as holding only by a groundleis right of title 
by Indian deeds ; anno 1746 the Elizabeth men petition 
the general aflfembly, that a way may be made for their 
relief in the province, or that they may have liberty of 
application to* the head and fountain of juflice. Upon 
this enfued a fuit in their provincial chancery, as before 
related. 

Some articles in the conceffions were, that the general 
afTembly fhall raife and pay the governor's falary and 

' - all 
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•all charges of government ; and that the quit-rents fliall 
be paid to the proprietors free of all charges, no quit- 
rents to be applied for that purpofe. 

To prevent interfering claims and fraudulent fales, 
there are only two deputy furveyors in a county, under 
a general furveyor of the province, and all furveys 
aiie tp be recorded as approved of by the furveyor 
general. 

Titles of land are to be tried only in the fupreme court 
of judicature. 

Courts of judicature. 

The feveral courts of judicature are nearly of tKe 
fame conftitution with the courts iii the colonies already 
related. There is a fupreme court (in New-England 
they are called fuperior courts) for the Eaft- Jerfey divifion 
held at the city of Amboy two terms yearly, the third 
Tuefday in March, and fecond Tuefday in Auguft, each 
of thefe with only eight days continuance. The fupreme 
court for the Weft -Jerfey divifion is held at Burlington 
firft Tuefday in November, and fecond Tuefday in May, 
binder the fame regulations. 

There are in each county once a year, a court for try^ 
of caufes Jbrought to iiTue in the fupreme court; thole 
for Weft- Jerfey are in the ipring, thofe for Eaft- Jerfey 
are in the end of autumn. 

In each county there are courts of quarter leffions, 
^nd county courts for holding pleas 5 in New-England 
they are called inferior courts for cpnunon pleas. 

Produce, manufactures, trade, and navigation of 

New- Jerfey, 

New- Jerfey is a good corn country : it raifesmore wheat 
than any qne of our colonies \ but their wheat and flour 
is moftly (hipped oflf from Ncw^York and Penfylvania ; 
they raife fome hemp and flax. 

U 3 They 
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They have not wrought their Copper ore mifie for feoe 
time. 

They manuhuSture fome iron ore into pigs and bsnk 
In the province of New- Jtrfcy there are three cufbm* 
houfe diftricls^ whereof two are in Weft-jferfey on De^ 
lawarc iivcr; Salem (this includes Cohanzey) about 9 
miles below Newcaftle, and Burlington about 2O mites 
above Philadelphia.; thefe^ as we have already obfervcd, 
are of no confidcration^ fcarce deferving thi name of 
preventive creeks ; the third is in Eaft- Jerfey at Perth- 
Amboy. The 1 2 months accounts of entries and clear- 
ances at the port of Perth- Amboy j from June 24,1750, 
to June 24, 175x1 ftandthys. 



Entered inwards. 

Ships 2 

Snows 2 

Brigantines 7 

Sloopa 1 8 

Schooners 10 

Shallops 2 



Cleared outwards 
Ships , 2 
Snows 3 

Brigantines i 
Sloops ig 
Schooners 1 6 
Shallops 2 



41 38 

both foreign and coafting voyages included. I flisall edy 

mention ibme of the moft confkJerable articles of Aeir 

lexport^ and imports in that time. 

Exported. 

Flour 6424 bar. 



Bread ifiSsiOd wt. 
Beef and pork 314 barrob 
Grain 1 79941 bulh. 

Hemp 14,000 wt. 

Some firkins butter, fome 
hams, beer, flax-ieed, 
^ bar-iron, ibme lumber. 



Imported. 
39,670 gal. 
31,600 gri. 
2,089 ct. wt 

^^437 bar. 



Rum 
Moloflfes 
Sugar 
Pitch, tar, 

and turpent 
Wines ^ ' 123 pipes 
Salt 12,759 oufh. 



Some mifcellanies on various fubje£fa^. 
^ The copper ore of die Jerfics is very good, but the 

mine has not been wrought for fome y^rs, the diffi*^ 

culty 
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tulty 10 draining requires a fire engine. Thd copper 
mines in Simfbury hills inNew-England» about 90 miles 
N. E. from the copper mine in Ncw-Jerfey, have been 
nqgle&ed for fomie years^ becaufe they not only dip too 
quick, and dierefore are not ealily drained, but alio the 
ore is of a hard nature not caiily fluxed, it is too much 
interiBixed with fpar, the veins or loads very uncertain 
and unequal, and frequently only ihoads or fragments. 

In Britiih North- America, hitherto no dilcovery has 
been made of tin ores, nor of lapis calaminaris, very 
little lead ore, and that not good. 

All over North- America is much iron ore, both rock 
and bog ore. Three tun of bog or fvramp ore gives 
;^out one tun call iron ware, which can be afforded 
cheaper than that which is imported from England or 
Holland. The bars of bog ore have too much fcoriae 
or dro&, and are much inferior to the bars refined from 
the pigs of rock ore. 

Tft the American rivers there are many cataradts, pre- 
cipices, pitches, or falls -, generally from the river paffing 
over a ledge or ridge of rocks; that of Niagara, for- 
merly ipentioned, between lake Ontario and lake Eric, 
is die moft noted. There are fome catarads or great falls, 
not from a precipice of rcKrks, but from a very narrow 
pals in a tide river; that near the mouth of St. John's 
riv-er on the N. W. fide of the bay of Fundy in Nova- 
Scotia is the mofl' noted ; in this cafe, from the narrow- 
neis of the paf^, the water not confined below falls off 
fafter than the water confined above, the water above is 
not only what the tide of flood brought in, but alfo the 
river water darned up. 

The higher up a tide river, the duration of flood 
is lefs, and that of ebb is more; for inflrance, in the 
great river of Canada, or river of St. Laurence, anno 
1748, a flag of truce was fcnt for exchange of pri- 
foners from Bofton in New-England to Quebec in Ca- 
nada ; in this great river by order of the general go- 
vernor of Canada they wei:e ftopt at Lifle dcs Bafques, (5 

U 4 leagues 
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leagues below Tadoufack, and ^g leagues below Quebec) 
where was good anchorage f in lo fathom water, the 
tide flowed 5 hours and ebbed 7 hours. 

Amongft the many hardfliips which the firft iettlers 
of new raw colonies and plantations fuffer, one of the 
moft confiderable is, their fitting down in wildemefs, 
foreft, or wood lands; where by the exhalations fix)in 
the trees, there is a continual damp, which does not con* 
tinuedly difperie, but hovers about, and may be iaid in 
fpme refped to ftagnate and putriiy, and confequently 
produce in thefe human bodies many kinds of putrid 
diforders, fuch as putrid lingring fevers, putrid dy- 
fenceries, all forts or fcorbutick complaints, and the like 
diftemperatures. The damp or vapour from wood lands, 
is much more confiderable than from the fame lands 
when cleared of trees and fbrubs. It is notorious in thefe 
countries, that many ftreams of water which in the be- 
ginning came from wood lands, and carried grift mills 
and faw mills } when thefe lands were cleared of wood, 
their ftreams vanilhed and became dry, the mills ceafed, 
and in fbme parts the cattle could not be conveniendy 
watered. In the philofophical tranfaftions of the royal 
fociety in JLondon, we find many obfervations and ex- 
periments made relating to this fubjeft -, for inftance, two 
vefiels containing each a certain ecjual quantity of water, 
in one of thefe veflcls were fet fome living plants, after a 
certain fpace of time, the veflel containing water with 
plants did evaporate much more of the water, than the 
veflel of water only, 

f The French by their repref^nt^dgns of ^e dxUcKlf and danger- 
#118 navigation of this river, endeavour to intimidate all other na- 
don I from attempting the river; but now ve find that it is fi^fely 

pradlica^le. ' . 
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SECTION XIV, 

Concerning the Province of 

PENS Y L V A N I A, 

And its TERRITORIES. 



WE have already deduced theie fettlements from 
their firft European difcoveries, and from their 
tranfidon by the n^me of New-Netheriands under the; 
Dutch,* to the duke of York's property by patents from 
the crown of England. 

This province and territories are by Ihree diftinfl: 
grants, i. The province of Penfylvania by patent from 
K. Charles II. dated March 4, j68o-i. 2. The duke 
of York, 1683, Auguft 24, fold, to William Pcnn the 
elder, his heirs and afligns, the town of Newcaftle alias 
Delaware, and a diftrift of j 2 miles round Newcaftle. 
3. Duke of York by another deed of fale Auguft 24, 
1683, made over to faid William Penn, his heir? and 
afligns, that trzA of land from twelve miles fouth of 
Newcaftle, to the Whore-Kills, otherwife called Cape- 
Henlopen, divided into the two counties of Kent and 
Suflex ; which with Newcaftle diftrict, are commonly 
known by the jaame of the three lower counties upon De- 
laware river. 

As the three lower counties or territories are by diftinft 
deeds or grants from that of the royal grant of the pro- 
vince of Penfylvania, when it was by the proprietary 
left to their option to be united with the jurifdidioa of 
the provincie of Penfylvania, or to continue a feparate 
jurildiftioq ; they chofc to be a feparate jurifdidion, and 

not 
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not to be as it were annihilated by a prevailiiig jur ifik* 
tion : thus they continue at prefent two diilind: l^fla* 
tures, governments, or jurifdiclions, under the dircdion 
of one and the lame governor ; but dieir municipal laws 
and regulations are nearly the fame. 

K* Charlfs lid -8 patent of the province of Pbnsyl- 
VANiA is dated March 4» 1 680-1, of which an abftraft 
15,^** To our trufty and- well beldved iubjeCb Williada^Tetm, 
Eft^;fon and heir of Sir William Penri decealed, to re- 
duce the favage nations by gentle and juft manners to 
the love of civil fociety and the chriftian religion (with 
regard to the memory and merits of his late father in 
divers fervices, particularly in the iea-fight againfl the 
Dutch 1665, under the duke of York)' to tranlportan 
ample colony towards enlarging the Engliih empire and 
its trade, ' is granted all that traft of land in America, 
bounded eaftward on Delaware river from la miles 
northward of Newcaftle to the 43 d. of northern lat. 
arid to extend 5 d. in longitude from faid river ; to be 
bounded northerly by the beginning of the 43 d. of N, 
lat. and on the fouth by a circle drawn at 12 miles 
dillance from Newcaftle northward and weflward unto 
the beginning of the 4od. of northern lat. and then by 
a ilraic line westward to the limits of longitude above- 
mentioned ; faving to us and our fucceflbrs the alle- 
giance and fovereignty, to be holden as oi our caftle 
of Windfor in the county of Berks, paying quit-rent 
two buck-fkins to be delivered to us yearly in our cattle 
of Windfor on the firft of January, and the fifth of all 
gold and filvcr ore, clear of all charges. Erected' into 
a province and feignorie, to be called Penlylvania. 
Said William Penn, &c. and his lieutenants^ with the 
aflent of a majority of the freemen or their del^ates 
afleiTibled, to raile money for publick ufes, to eftabliih 
judges, juftices, and other magiftra^es, probate of wills 
and granting of admin iftrations included ; to pardon or 
remit all crimes and offences committed within iaid 

province. 
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province, treafon and wilful munkr excepted^ which 
however they may reprieve until the king's pleafure is 
known ; 'the judges by them conftituted to hold pleas as 
well criminal as civil, peribnal, real and mixt : their 
laws to be conibaant to realbn, and not repugnant to 
the laws of England, referving to us,. &c.. a power tx> 
hear and determine upon appeals. In all matters the 
laws of England to take place, where no polidve law of 
the province a^sears. A duplicate of all laws made in 
iaid province ihall in five years be tranfmitted to the 
privy council ; and if within fix months, being there 
received, they be deemed inconfiflent with the preroga* 
tive or laws of England, they fhall be. void* A licence 
for our fubjeds to tranlport themfelves and families unto 
the laid country A liberty to divide the country into 
towns, hundreds, and counties, to incorporate towns 
into boroughs and cities, to conftitute fairs and markets. 
A liberty of trade with ail our other dominions, pay- 
ing the cuflromary duties. A power to conllitute fea 
ports and keys, but to admit of fuch officers as (hall 
from time to time be appointed by the commiflioners of 
our cuftoms. The proprietors may receive fuch impo- 
fitions upon goods as the aflembly fhall ena6t. The pro* 
prietors to appoint an agent or attorney to refide near 
the court in London to anfwer for the default of the 
proprietors, and where damages are afcertained by any 
of our courts, if theie damages are not made good 
If ithin the fpace of one year, the crown may refume the 
government until fuch damages and penalties are fatif- 
^ed, but without any detriment to the particular ownen 
or ad venturers in the province. To maintain no corrc-» 
ipondence with our enemies. A power to purfuc ene- 
mies and robbers even to death. May transfer property. 
To ereft manners, that may hoJd courts baron. That 
the crown fhall make no taxation or impoficion in 
faid province without confent of the proprietary, or 
aflembly, or by ad: of parliament in England, Any 
inhabitants, to the number of twenty, may by writ^ 

ing 



joo A Summary, Historical and Politic al, &c. 

ing apply to the biihop of London for a preacher or 
preachers." 

An abftraft of Mr. Penn's charter of liberties and 
privil^s to the people^ 25th day of the (econd month, 
vulgarly called April, 1682. *^ The government fhall be 
in a provincial general aflembly compofed of the go- 
vernor and repreientatives of the freemen^ to make 
laws, raiie taxes, conftitute courts and ciHcers, &c. 
The freemen of the province fliall meet on the twentieth 
day of the twelfth' month 1682, to eleft 72 perfonsfor 
a coimcil, whereof 24 fhall fall off yearly^ and anodier 
"24 be ele£ted in their room, that many perfons may 
have experience in government; in matters of confe- 
quence two thirds to be a quorum, and the conient of 
two thirds of fuch quorum is requilite ; in affairs of 
Jeiler moment 24 members fhall be a quorum, and a 
majority of chefe fhall determine : the governor or his 
deputy to prcfide and have a treble vote. This coun- 
cil is to prepare and deliberate upon bills to be pafled 
into laws by the general aflembly, to creft courts of 
juftice with their officers, to judge criminals, to have the 
executive power-, fhall model towns, ports, markctsi, 
pubiick buildings, and highways ; to infpe£t the ma- 
nagement of the provincial treafury, to order all pubiick 
fchools : this council to be divided into four diflin& 
committees for diftind: branches of bufincis. The 
freemen fhall yearly chufc reprefentatives not exceeding 
200, to meet 22d day of the fecond month (1683 for 
liie firft time) and to continue eight days, may appoint 
committees to confer with committees of the council 
concerning amendments of bills, and the ninth d^y 
fhall give their affirmative or negative to the bills pre- 
fented ; two thirds to be a quorum in paffing of laws 
and choice of officers j the enafting ftile to be, *' By 
the governor, with the aflent and approbation of the free- 
men in provincial council and general aflembly.** The 
firft year the general affembly may confifl of all tha 

frcemea 
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freemen of the province, and afterwards of 200 to be 
chofen annually, which as the country increafes may be 
enlarged, fo as never to exceed 500, at the difcretion of 
the legiflature. The provincial council fhall on. the 
1 3 th day of the firft month yearly, prefent to the gover- 
nor or his deputy a double number for provincial officers ; 
and the freemen in the county courts (hall pre&nt a 
double number to ferve for iherilFa, juitices of the peace, 
and coroners for the year nextenfuing; out ox .each 
prefentment, the third day following, the governor or 
his deputy Ihall commiffiohate one ; but Mr. Peiia'to 
appoint the firft officers to continue. ad vitamaut culpam. 
The general aflembly may be <:alle4 up(xi by the : gor 
vernor and provincial. council.. to' mefet at any timei 
When the governor fhall be under the . age of 21^ and 
no. guardians appointed by the .father, the provincial 
council fhall appoint iguardians not exceeding, three^ 
with the power ot a governor. No ardcle in this charter 
to.be altered without the confent of the governor and fix 
parts of feven of theireemen in. provincial council and 
general afTembly/ 



J4 . ■ ». 



Befides thefe, there were feme other fundamental laws 
agreed upon in England* Every refideht who pays, fcot 
and lot to the government, fhall be deemed a freeman 
capable of eledling and of being elefted. The provincial 
council and general aflembly to .be fole judges in the 
de&ions of their refpcftive members. 24 men for a 
grand jury of inqucft, and 12 for a petty jury, to be re^ 
turned by the fheriff. All perfons wrongfully imprir 
foned or profecuted at law, fhall have double daniages 
againft the informer or profecutor. Seven years poflef* 
fion fhall give an unqueftionable right, excepting in cafe^ 
of lunaticks, infants, married women, and perfons be^ 
yond the feas. A publick regifter eftablifhed. The 
charter granted by William Penn to the inhabitants is 
confirmed. All who acknowledge one almighty GOD, 
fhall not be moleftcd in their religious perfuafions in mat- 
ters 
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ters of hatii and worffaip, and ihall not be compelled to 
maintain or frequent any religious miniftry. Evenr firft 
day of the week fhall be a day of reft None ot tliofe 
articles (hall be altered without conient of the govemor 
or his deputy, and fix parts in ievsen of thefreemen met ia 
provinqfU council and general afiemhly. This was 
jigned and fealed by the governor aixl 'feeemen or ad-* 
venturers in London 5th day ci the third inc»oth<ailed 
May, i6«2. 

There were oertam oondicions agreed upon by tl)ei>ro« 
prietpr, and die advmcorers and purchafers, July 11, 
s68 1 ; ' for inftance, convenient roads and highways be 
laid ^ut before the. di^end of acres to the purchaibrsi 
land ihall be laid out to the purchafen and admemoscm 
by toe. Every tboufand acres Ihall fetde one family. AU 
dealings with the Indians (hall be in publick market; 

All differences between the planters and native lodiani 
Aall be ended by fix planters and fix natives. Laws ie» 
lating to immorality (hall be the fanve «6 in Eii|^ani 
In clearing of land, one acre of trees (hall be left for every 
five acres, to preferve oak and mulberries for fhipfang 
and (ilk. 

None to leave the province, without publication thereof 
in the market-place three weeks before. 

By a new charter from the proprietary (econd day of 
the (econd month 16831, there are fome alterations mads 
in his firft charter, principally as to the numbers of 
the provincial councU and a(rembly ; that is, the pro* 
vincial council (hall confift of 1 8 per(bns, whereof 3 
from each of the fix counties 5 the aflfembly to confift 
of 36, that is, fix from each county -, as the country in-^ 
creates, the provincial council may be increafed to any 
number not exceeding 72 j and the a(rembly may be 
incrcafed to any number not exceeding 200 ; the other. 
articles ere much the lame as in, the tirll charter :'tha 
cnacling ftile to be, ** By the governor, with the aj^ror 

bation 
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bation of the freemen in provincial council and aflembly 
met ;'* and the general affembly fhall be called, *« Thfc 
meeting, feffions and proceedings g( the general s4Kmr 
bly of the province of Penfylvania, and the territories 
thereunto belonging." Nothing in this charter to be sij^r 
tered, but by confent of the governpr and fix 7th$ of tl^ 
provincial council and aficmbly. 

This charter oJF 16*3, ffi inconvenient, was furrehr 
dered to Mr. Pennin the third month of 1 700 by fix 7th$ 
of the freemen of the province 4ind territories, and a new 
clHirter grated ; as.this ismpw their ila^nditig charter^ 
tre fhall be more particular. The preamble runs thus^ 
^^ Wh£Jiea£ K. Charles 11. granted to William Penn the 
pr<>perty and ^ov^nment of the .province of Pehfyl va* 
lUf^ March4, 1680 i and the duke of York granted to 
iaid Penn the property and government of a tra£t of 
Und now called the territories of Penfylvania, Augull: 
249 16S3 : and whereas the laid William Penn for the 
d^our^ement of ^ fettlers, did, anno 1683, grant and 
confiirm m the freemen by an infirument entitled,, Thf^ 
fir^Lipepfthe goverrnnent. Sec* which charter or fr^me 
being found, in ibme parts of it, not fo fuitable to the 
pceient circumftance^ of die inhabitants, was delivered 
up as above ; and at the requefi: pf the ai&mbly ano- 
ther was granted by the proprietary Mr. Penn, in purfu- 
ance of the rights and powers granted him by thecrown, 
confirming jto all the inhabitants their former liberties 
and privileges, Iq far as in him lieth. i. No perCon^ 
who believe in one almighty GOD, and live peaceably 
under the civil government, (hall be molelled in their 
religious perfuafions, nor compelled to frequent or main- 
tain any religious worfhip contrary to their mind. Thac 
all perfons who profefs to believe in Jesus Christ, are 
capable of ferving the government in any capacity 1 
they folemnly promifing, when required, allegiance to 
the crown, and fidelity to the proprietor and governor. 
Z. That annually upon the firft day of Oftober for ever, 

there 
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Aere (hall to aflembly be chdlbi, to fie tlie fourteenth 
day of the fame months viz. four perfons out of each 
county, or a greater number, as the governor and aflem- 
biy may from time to time agree, with all the powers 
and privileges of an aflembly as is ufual in any of the 
iung*s plantations in America ; two thirds of the whote 
number that ought to meet (hall be a Quorum ; to fit 
upon their own adjournments. 3. The freemen at their 
meeting for elefting reprefentatives to chufe fherifis and 
coroners; thejufllcesin the rcfpcdlivc touAties to no- 
minate clerks of the peace. 4. The laws of the govern- 
ment fhall be in this flile, ^^ By the governor^ with the 
confent and approbation of the freemen in general af- 
fembly met." 5. No perfon to be licenfed by the gover- 
nor' to keep an ordinary- or tavern but fuch as are. rc-^ 
commended by the juftices of the county. 6. 'No alte- 
ration to be made in this charter without the confent of 
the governor and fix parts of fcven of the aflembly met 
Signed William Penn at Philadelphia in Penfylvania^ 
Odober 28, 1701, and the twenty-firit year of my go* 
vernment.** Notwithftanding any thing formerly alledg- 
ing, the province and territories to join together in fc- 
giflation, Mr. Penn hereby declares, that if at any time 
hereafter within three years, their refpeftive aflembliea 
ihall not agree to join in legiflation, and fhall fignify 
the fame to me ; in fuch cafe the inhabitants of each 
of the three counties of the province fhall not have left 
than eight reprel'entatives, and the town of Philadel* 
phia when incorporated, fhall have two reprefentatives. 
The inhabitants of each county in the territories fhall 
have as many perfons to reprefent them in a dillinft 
affembly for the territories^ as be by them requefted. 
Province and territories (hall enjoy the fame charter, li* 
ber ties and privileges. This charter of privileges was 
thankfully received the fame day by the affembly, and 
ligned by their order ; and figned by a number of the 
proprietary and governor's council. 

The 
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: The report is probable, that Mr. Penn, befides his 
royal grant of the province of Penfylvania, had more- 
over a grant of the fame from the duke of York, to ob- 
viate any pretence, that the province was comprehended 
in a former royal grant, of New-Netherlands to the duke 
of York. 

' Mr. Penn's fiiil. charter cpnceffions, or form of go- 
vernment to the fettlers, fdems Utopian and whimfical; 
conftitudng a legiOature: of three negatives, viz. the go- 
vernor, and two diftinft houfcs of reprefentatives choferi 
by the freemen; one called the pnoyincial council of 
y2 members, the other was called the provincial aflembly 
of 200 members ; the council had an exorbitant power of 
cxclufive ' deliberating upon and preparing of all bills 
for the provincial aflembly ; the executive part of the 
government was entirely with them. The provincial 
aflembly, in the bills to be enafted, had no delibera- 
tive privilege, only a yes or no 5 thefe numbers of 
provincial council and provincial aflembly feem to bq 
extravagantly large for an infant colony ; perhaps hd 
was of opinion with fome good politicians, that there 
can be no ;general 'model ot civil government ; the hu- 
mours or inclinations, and numbers of various focieties 
muft be confulted and variouQy fettled : a fmall fociety 
aaturaUy requires the deliberation and general confent 
of their freemen for taxation and legiQature -, when the 
ibciety becomes too numerous for fuch univerfal meet- 
ings, a reprefentatipn or deputation from feveral di- 
ftri&s is a more convenient; and eafy adminiftration. 
His laft and prefent Handing charter to the inhabitants 
of the province and territories of Penfylvania, Od. 28, 
1701, runs into the other extren^e; the council have 
no negative in the legiflature, and only ferve as the 
proprietary's council of advice to the proprietary's gover- 
not : 1746, by aft of parliament, the negative of the 
board of aldermen in London, for certain reafons was 
abrogated. A council chofen by the people, to negative 
rtfolves of reprefentatives alfo appointed by the people^ 

Vot. 11. . :^ fecma 
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ieems to be a wheel within a wheel, and incongruous : 
but a council appointed by the court of Great- Britam a 
a negative, feems to be good policy, by way of con- 
troul upon the excefles of the governor on the one haodi 
and of the people by their rcpreftntatives on the otha 
hand. 

The province of Penfylvania ibme y«irs fince was 
mortgaged to Mr. Gee, and odiers^ for 6600 L fieri 
In the year 1 71 3, Mr. Penn by agreemqtit made over ati 
his rights in renfylvania to the crown, in coofidenitioa 
of 1 2,000 1. fterl. but before the inftrument of funcndjer 
was executed, he died apopledtick, and Pcnfylvanni fliU 
remains with the family of Penns. 

Upon the firft fectlement of Penfylvania, Mr. Peiiii 
ftipulated with the aboriginal natives the Indian^ diat 
that they (hould fell no lands to any perfoa but to him- 
felf or his agents ; this was confirmed by fubiequent pn>- 
vince laws : on the other fide, Mr. Penn's agqtti wM 
not to occupy or make grants of any lands, buc wiuc 
were fairly purchafed of the Indians-; for inftaoce^ a few 
years ago, the delegates of the Six tiatiDns of IroQuois^ 
for a certain confideration in goods, releafed their daims 
to all lands both fides of the river Seiquahanna, id ftf 
fouth as the province of Penfylvania reaches, and fb fitf 
north as the Blue or Kittatinny mountains, and received 
pay in part. B^ihning of July, 1 742, the Six nations 
had a congrefs with governor Thomas and eight of bis 
council at Philadelphia, to receive the other moiety, as 
per agreement ; we (hall take this opportunity of pit- 
lenting this as a fpecimen of an aflbrtment of^ goods ia 
demand with the Indians. 

24 guns 60 ruffle ihirts 
6co lb. powder 25 hats 
600 lb. lead 1 000 flints 

25 pieces ftrouds ' 50 hoes 
50 pieces duflils 50 hatchets 
30 blankets 5 lb. vermilion 
62 yar.* ha« thick 10 doz. knives 



8 doz. ^mblecs 
2 doz. tob. tongi 
25 pair fhoes 
25 pair fiockings 
25 pair buckles 
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The thory of W^IH^Pchn's obtaining the grant df 
PenfyJvania is io this manner. Admiral r'cnn an ! geu 
ncilble Venable were Hint 1655 by Oliver Cromwcit \v;nK 
^ confidtr^e fea and- mnd force to reuuce ilnpan o^a ift 
theSpaniih Weft*Indie$4 khiih they did nor effecc, but 
rediKaui the Spaiufti ifland now called Jam.aiciu wh ch 
remains in pofGrflloh "of thecfown of Great- biUaio .0 
^sday«. . Admiwd' Pefltt ilpon the refloration became A 
fOjraKftv ^wsf kftighted'y and commanded the Engiifi- Meet 
under the duke of York againft the Dutch, comma;: ied 
fcy admirdi Opdam* 16^5; Admiral Penri^s fon, V iliiam 
P^nfiy perhaps mibihe whim^ put himfelfat the head 
t£ tbt qtiakers^- and upon his petition- to the king, la 
c^fideratioii^ of ias iktherfs fervices^ aiid arrears du6 
irom tlie crowns he obtained A royal patent for the pro- 
yhxce of Penfylriania^and a grant rrom the duke of 
York) (tf the three Ibwer counties on the weft fide of De^ 
« Jiiwaie bay and river^ ^ being' part of New-Netherlands bf 
loyai grant to duke ^ York, his heirs and afligns. This 
William- Penn was mncfa in favour with king James II, 
4K being head of a eonfiderable body of fedaries called 
cpakers ; by reafbn of this particular countenance, Mr. 
fbna was fufpefbed to he a papift, and a jefuit in the dif-^ 

E tie of a quak«r. At the revolution, upon fufpicion* 
ig '-William deprived Mr. Penn of the privilege of ap- 
pointinjg- a governor for Penfylvania, and col. Fletcher 
was apj»inted by the<rown, but upon Mr. Penn's vin- 
dication: of himfelf, he was reflored to his right of go* 
rernnnent, and continued po appoint lieutenant governor^ 
or deputies as formerly. 

The boundaries of the pfovince and territories of Pen-j 
. fylyania, rivers^ and difhinces of fome noted places^ 

The northern boundary of the province is the 42 d. 
parallel of latitude, from Delaware river (^about twen y 
miles above the ftation point on Delaware river, where 
the uorth eafterly divifional line between the provinces of 

X z JSew» 



3o8 A Summary, Historical and Political, kc: 

New- York and Ncw-Jcrfry begins) weft, to the extent 
of 5d. in longitude, being about 250 Englifh ftatmt 
miles ; thence in a line parallel with the river of Dela- 
ware at 5 d. longitude W. from the faid river, to a pa- 
rallel of latitude 1 5 miles fouth of the moft fouthem put 
of Philadelphia, being about 153 miles ftrait courfe; 
along this parallel 15 miles fouth of Philadelphia to the 

river Delaware miles : thence up along Delaware 

river to 42 d. N. lat. which in a ftrait line may be about 
153 miles. 

The territories of Fenfylvania called the three lower 
counties upon Delaware river are bounded eaftwardly by 
Delaware river, from the north part of NewcafUe ta> 
ritorial circle, to cape Henlopen at the entrance of De- 
laware-Bay, about 80 miles ftrait, but much more ailbe 
ihore or country road runs : fouthwardly and weitwardly 
they are bounded as per agreement between lord Balti- 
more of Maryland, and the Penns of Penfylvaiua^ 173a, 
and confirmed in the chancery of England, 1750^ in 
thefe words, ^^ That a due esA and weft line be run 
from cape Henlopen to the middle of the peninfula, and 
the faid ftrait line to run from the weftward point dieie- 
of, northwards up the faid peninfula (and above the iaid 
peninfula, if it required) till it touched, or made a tan- 
gent, to the weftern part of the periphery of the iaid 
twelve miles circle, and the faid due fouth and north 
line to run from fuch tangent, till it meets with the 
upper or more northern eaft and weft line, and the 
faid upper eaft and weft line to begin from the 
northern point or end of the . faid fouth and north 
line, and to run due weftward, (N. B. f this is a deli- 
neation of the fouth line of the province of Penfylya* 
nia) at prefent crofs Sefquahanna river, and twenty-five 

f In the furvey 17399 of the E. and W. divifional line (abottf if 
miles fouth of the fouthermoft part of the city of Philadelphia) be- 
tween Penfylvania and Maryland, the firrveyors allowed a variation 
of 5 d. 30 m. W. and found there was aboat one degree variatiM 
ibr every twenty late years. 

... .\ . ' Englilh 



Of PiENSYLVAKlA. 309 

EnglUh ftatute miles at leail on the weftern fide of faid 
river, and to be 15 Engliih ftatute miles fouth of the. 
latitude of the moft fouthem part of. the faid city of 
Philadelphia, were, and (hall, ' and fhould at all times 
for ever hereafter be allowed and efteemec^ to be the true 
and exaft limits and bounds^ between the faid province 
of Maryland, and the Gad three lower counties of New-; 
caftle, Kent, Und Sufleic, and between the faid provinces 
of Maryland and Fenfylvania.*' f 

» • ■ ■ - 

As the controverlV of a long ftanding, concerning 
boundaries, between lord Baltimore of Marylaifd, and 
the Penns of Penfyrlvania, has made much noife; we 
Aall inlert a fhort abftra£fc of the fame, for the amufe- 
ment of the curious. 

' Lord Baltimore's royal grant of Maryland was about- 
50 years prior to Mr. Pcnn's grant of Penfylvania, but* 
in Baltimore's grant there was an exception of lands then 
belonging to the Dutch, which are at prefent the three 
lower 'counties upon Delaware river; when Mr. Pcnn 
took pofleflion he found one Dutch and three Swedes 
congregations. 

The grand difpute was concerning the conftruftion of 
theexpreflion 40 d. of latitude; Maryland grant 1632$ 
fays, to the 40 d. of lat. which Maryland fide of the 
queilion conftrue to be to 40 d. compleat; Penfyl- 

'f They matadly quit dum, viz. Charles lord Baldmore quits 
claima to John Penn, Thomas Penn, and Richard Penn, and their 
lieir aod iS^gas, all his pretenfions to the province of Peniylvania» 
and the three lower i:ountie8 of Newcaille, Kent and SufTex, to be fo 
bounded as aforefaid free of all incumbrances by Cecilins baron of 
Baltimore, great gntad-fiitherf Charles grand-father, Benedidl fa- 
ther ^ faid Charles, and by him the faid Charles, his heirs and 
affigns. And on the other iide, John Penn,Thomas Penn, andRichard 
Penn, for themfelves and their heirs, quit claim unto Charles lord 
Baltimore and his heirs, all their pretenfioni to the province of Ma- 
ryland, to be fo bounded as aforeiaid, free of all incumbrances, by 
William Penn the grandfather, William Pen the &ther, Springet 
Penn, William Penn the fon, John Penp, Thomas Penn and Richard 
P«im> ^ir heirs or affigns. 

X 3 vania 
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vania graiu; 16S2, %s, to bqgin at the begiiuiiirg of tbe 
40th d. wtiich the Penfyl vania fide conftrue tp be juft 
aiter 39 d. is compJeated i ^ thus there was a difpqbs of 
the exoeoc of one dqgree in laititMde, or 69 kngl^ 
miles. 

Confidenng Maryland gnmt wais prior, and t)iat 
die Maryland people had made confideFabk improve* 
ments by po^feOions, within that degros of JffiO}de; 
the affair was compromifed ^ectoingly in fitFour gf 
Maryland by a written agreement May 10, I732»asis 
above related : and that ia two calendar iqcxic^ fsom 
that date, each party (hall appoint commiifliohcn not 
more than feven, whereof thiee or more of each fide 
may ad or mjirk out the boundaries aforeiaid, to begin 
at fur' heft fome time in Odlober 1739, and to be oom* 
pleated on or before 25th December 1733, and when fo 
done, a plan thereof (hall be (igned, fealed and delivered 
by the commiflioners and their principals, and jball be 
entered in all the publick offices in the (everal provioccs 
9nd counties ^ and to recommend to the refpie^ye 1^- 
flatures to pais an act for peraoibulating the(e boundaries 
at leaft once in three years. 

The party defaulting, to pay to the other party on 
demand fix thoufand pounds (lerling ^ accordingly the 
con^miiiiontrs refpedively appeared,; but upon (bme 
•dilierences in opuiion, the boundaries were not made ia 
the time limitta ; the failure was in lord Baltim(ve*s 
fide, who alledged that he had been deceived in fiicing 
cape Henlopen 20 miles fouth wefberly of the weftern 
cape of Delaware- Bay, whereas cape Henlopen is the 
Weftern cape itfelf ; the Penns affirm, that the weftern 
cape is cape Cornelius, and cape Henlcqpen is about four 
hours fouthwardly of it, according to the Dutch maps 
and del'criptions publi(hed about the time when lord Bal- 
timore obtained his granL 

* Thus in other aflUrs t for inftaaee, ia polidcal compititioDf 
after 1700s it is called the eighteeath. century. 

• Becaufc 
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Becaufe of nonperformtnce, die Penna 1735 exhibit^ 
ed a bill in the chanceiy of Great-Briuin againft Jord 
Baltimore, praying that the £ud articles may i3e decreed 
to fubfift and be carried into execution^ and that aiif 
doubts arifen may be cleared by faid decree. 

After tedious delays* at kf^h May 15* 1750, lord 
dbancellor decreed coflbi of fuit againft Baltimore, and 
that the articles of May 1O9 17^2, be carried into exe- 
4nitions and that before the end of three calendar months 
firom May 15, they ihould execute two. feveral propeo 
tpftruments mr a{>pointihg commiflionerst not more than 
feven of a fide ; any three or more of a fide may run and 
mark the boundaries, to begin fome titane in November 
next, and to be compleated on or before the laft day of 
April 17529 to befignedy &c. recoVded, &c. and ena&ed» 
&c. as per agreenient of 1732 above xtdkted. Lord chan^ 
cellor oecreed concerning the late difputes, u That the 
cento* of the circle be fixed in the middle of the town of 
Kewcaftle. 2. Ttttt tt^ iaid circle ou^t to he of a radius 
cf twelve Englifh milis. 3. That cape Henlopen ought 
to be deemed at the place laid doWn in the maps annexed 
to the articles of 1 7.3 2. *^ 

The commiffioners appointed by each party met at 
Newcaftle» Nov. 15, 1750; thcv agreed on a center iii 
Newcaftle, from whence the twelve miles radii are to pro-* 
ceed ; but a difpute aroie concerning the menfuration of 
thefe twelve miles. Lord Baltimore's commiflioners al« 
ledged, that thefe miles ought to be meafured fuperfici- 
ally ; the Penns commiflioners alledged^ that confidering 
the various inequalities of the ground, iuch radii could 
not extend equally, confequcntly from them no true arch 
of a circle could be formed, and ihfifted upon geometri- 
cal and aftronomical menfurations. Thus the proceedings 
of the commiffioners ftopt, and they wrote to their re7 
fpe£tive principals for. further inftrui^tions relating to that 
point, and adjourned to April 25, 1751. 

The confiderable rivers in Penfylvania are Delaware 

X + (Schyl- 
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(Schyl-Kill river falls into Delaware at Philadelphia) and 
the Sefquahanna. Delaware-Bay begins at Lewis's near 
cape Henlopen \ \\ from thence with the various turnings 
of the bay and river or publick road to Newcaftle are 
about 93 miles; from Newcaftle to Philadelphia aro 
35 miles \ from Philadelphia to Trent-town falls are 95 
miles, thefe are the Brft falls in this nver, and dhe 
tide reaches up fo high ; thefe falls are pradicable, and 
the river navigable with boats that carry 9 or 1 tuns of 
iron 40 miles higher to Durham iron works ; this river- 
proceeds froni the weft fide of the Cat-kill mountains of 
the province of New- York, From Trent-town falls, this 
river is practicable upwards of 150 milea for Indian 
canoe navigation, feveral fmall falls or carrying places 
intervening. Mr. W - d, a late noted vagrant en* 
thufiaftick preacher, purchafed a confiderable quantity 
of lands in the fork of Delaware river, about 50 miles 
above Trent-town falls, for the education and dvilhEii^ 
of n^roes, as he pretended \ but as he could not iuifwer 
the purchafe money, he was obliged to relinquifli it 
All his fchemes were ill pre^ded and ill founded : his 
grand church or meeting-houfe in Philadelphia, by 
him declared to be free to all chriftian itinerants, as 
he was a man of no penetration, he was not capabki 
of finifhing it, and it was transferred to a fociety for pro- 
pagating of literature, a much more laudable inftitytion 
than that of propagating enthufiafm, idlenefs and fan6ti- 
fied amours. His orphan houfe in Georgia in South- 
Carolina, in a barren infalubrious country, his firft pror 
jed, pretence for itinerapt begging, is ^ipoft come to 
nothing. 

The Qther confiderable river is part of Sefauahanna ; 
fee vol. II. p. 282. Its main branch comes from fome 
ponds a little fouth of Mohawks river in the province 
of New- York ; from the bead of this branch to thq 

I At cape Henlopen 1748^ the variation of the coxnpafs was 4^. 
W« decrpaling. 

falls 
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falls below Wioming * there is no obftru£liori» and 
good Indian canoe navigation; and thence to Paxtoa 
are 5 or 6 falls which may be (hot pretty fafely with a 
frefh : this river has many good branches for Indian ikiil 
trade, fome of thele branches communicafe with die 
countries beyond the mountains. Sefquahanna river is 
wide but (hallow* Pelaware, Sefquahanna and Potomack 
are fordable by the Indian traders in the fummer feafon. 

The Indian traders fct out beginning of May, and 
continue 3 or 4 months out; they buy the.(kin» OOt of ^ 
the Ir^dians, but of fetclers who deal with the Indians, cal« 
led by the Dutch name of handelaars or traders ; thejr 
purchafe only with gold and filver, ^d carry their 
ikins in waggons to Philadelphia ; the road is about 
20 miles below the foot of the blue mountains. They 
travel from Philadelphia to Liancafter 60 miles (LancaftecL 
is 10 miles eaft t>f Sefquahanna river) thence 40 miles 
to Paxton or Harris's ferry, thence 40 miles to Shippena^ 
burg in the province of Penfylvania, thence 45- miles tQ 
Potomack river (the . width of Maryland is here about . 
20 miles) which divides Maryland from Virginia. A few 
miles wdt of Potomack river in Virginia. for fome years 
have been ufed with good efiedb, by bathing and drinking^ 
fome tepid medicinal waters, they have no mineral 
tafte, and do not offijfcat^ the glafs like Briftol hot well 
water. 

InP^r^fylvaqiather? is no real fea line excepting the weft 
weft fide of I>elaware bay. The navigation of Philadelphia 
is almoft every winter ftopt up by ice for two or three 
months. The coaft of New- York, Jerfics, and Penfyl- 
vania is free from fhip-worms or teredines- Land windf 
blow almoft three quarters-, of the year. 

The Blue or Kittatinny mountains begin in Penfylva- 
nia, are about 900 n^iles in length and 70 to 2 00 miles 

. . . . ■ 

^ About 50 miles below Wioming is the Indian tribe of Shamokii^ 
in the fprk of Sefcfiahanna^ and about 50 miles below Shamokm is 
^axcon «r Harm's f^ry. 

acrof3|j 
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tcrofst not in fcattcrtd peaks, but in unifbrtn ridjges ; the 
iiirther rkiges are much the largeft and faigheft. 

Concerning Indian affairs* 

I (hall here mention fome additional ob&rvadom 
concerning the Indians in general, and fome of their late 
treaties with die Bridfh govenunents, particularly dutt of 
Lancafter and Penfylvania, anno 1744, 9 confiftingof 
the greateft variety of articles negoth^ wkh three di- 
ftinA Britifh provinces or colonies. 
• When tribes or nations of Indians go tt> war againft 
one another, they feldom make it up (the Indians ait 
the moft implacable of mankind) butbyche deftniftioaof 
the one or the other fide, or by a flavift fubouffion. The 
Iroquois or Six nations of Mohawks, as we call them, 
* have for many years been at war (thefe wart are odj 
clandeftine incurfions with hiaflacres and depredations) 
with the Catawbas and Cherakees!; the Cherakees and Sii 
oadons as being too diftant to annoy one another much, 
have come to fome accomodaticm, but the ftate of war 
with the Catawbas continues. 

. The Penfylvanians never loft one man by any French 
or Indian war, but in perfonal broils and encounters per* 
fons have loft their lives on both fides. 

The Mohawks by the Englifh give name to all thd 
Six nations, though the fmalleft of the tribes. The 
Tufcaroras are an adventidous tribe, being emigrants or 
profugi in the North-Carolina wars 1712 and 1716, they 
were allowed to fettle by the ancient nve confederate na- 
tions amongft them. 

For fome time paft, a kind of party divifion hath fub- 
fifted among the Six nations : the Mohawks, Ononda* 
gues and Senecas formed one party ^ the Oneides, Tuf- 
caroras and Cayugas the other party. 

The Six nations fay that the Delaware and Sefquahanna 
Indians were conquered by them, and therefore have no 
right to difpofe of lands. 

The Indian delegates at the congrefs of Lancaftec 

well 
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"wfeU ob^ed to tlie Gommiflioncrs from Virgmia, Maty-- 
land) and Fenfylyaoia I .that what che Ingians r^ceivtadb 
of them were goods foon perifhable^ but what they te^ 
ceived of the IikU^OS were iand^ which endured for 
ever. 

The Indians are fpf^Iied by the Eog^iHi with provifions 
coming and goiqg in all Q-eaties. * They have their guns^ 
hatchets, and kf^tle^ mended gratis. 

In all congr^fles the IMian^ approve of each article by 
a Yo hah, the EngUfti ufe a huzzai 

The Indians ufj^ peculiar appellations for the governors 
of the f^veral provinces or colonies ; for inftance, the go* 
vernors of Virginia are called affarogoa ; thoi'e ot Penfylr 
▼ania, onas -, thofe of Canada, onando ; and lately they 
have fixed the name of tocarry hogan (iignifying exce^ ' 
lent) for the governors of Maryland. 

Wje may here obferve the great variety in fhc humours 
of difl^ant nations ; we ihail here inftance that of their 
%)eech or words : in the Eaft-Indics and China, their 
words are generally monofyllablcs ; in the Weft-InuKS 
their words are generally polyfyllabies of an uncouth 
length I thus the Six nations at the Lancafter congrefa 
fay, all the world knows, that they had conquered (con- 
fequently their lands at our difpofal) feveral Dations on the 
back or weft fide of the great mountains of Virginia, viz. 
th^Conoy^uch*fuch-roona,Coch-now-was-roonon,Tohoa- 
irough-roonon, and Conutikin-ough-roonaw. 

The Six nations by natural inclination are difpofed to 
warlike enterprizes, and are never at peace with all their 
lieighbours. In a fpeech at a congrefs with the Engliih^ 

^ In the appendix to a late hiftory of the Five Indian nations, wcb 
Baye a pleafant or ludicrous (lory of this nature ; in the Lancafter 
congrefs with the Indians, 1744* the commiifioners of Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Penfylvania, having told the Indian delegates of the Six na-i 
tions, that the king of Great-Britain had lately beat the French both 
by fea and land; the Indian delegates obferved, that in confequence,, 
the Englifh muft have taken a gre^t deal of rum from the French^' 
therefore you can the better fpare fome of that liquor, to make us re* 
jpict with yoa in thefe vidorics. 

they- 
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tbey faid, that if chriftians go to war againft one another; 
they in time make peace together ; but it is not fo with 
the Indians. 

The Indians when they pafs by a friendly fort march in 
a finale line, and falute the fort by a running fire. 

Nanandagues is a lecond fettlement of deferters from 
the Six nations ; they live near Montreal. 

The Britifh northern colonies are the frontiers and de* 
fence of all other Britifh colonies, againfl the warlike ro- 
buft northern Indians ; thus it has in all times been in Eu- 
rope and Alia, the hardy robufl: Goths, (Getse of Afia) 
Vandals, &c. from the northern climates, over^run the ef- 
feminate, indolent, relaxed foutherly people if not check'd) 
the Indians of the higher latitudes in North* America, and 
kk Chili in South- America, make a much better fland 
againft the European intrufions, than the Indians of Me»« 
CO and Peru, who live between or near the tropicks. 

It is conjefhired that fix hundred fighting men may be 
afforded by the Indian fettlements on Scfquahanna river 
and its branches. 

In all our northern colonies, there art or have been re* 
ferved lands for feveral bodies or villajgts of intermcii»l 
Indians, 

Although the northern Indian tribes as to numbers are 
contemptible, when compared with the European nations, 
they ought to be kept in a poUtical awe to prevent thdr 
fkulking incurlions and depredations upon our frontiers 
when pufhed on by a rival European power } this cannot 
be done by ridiculous feints ; for inftance, when we tell 
the Indians in fome congrefs, as it happened 1 746, that all 
the uniced force of our colonies with (hips of war and 
fpldiers from Great-Britain, arc to mufler to reduce Ca- 
nada ; ,but foon after nothing is done, or fo much as at« 
tempted : thus we lofe our credit with the Indians, and in 
faft they have impune infulted us ever fince, in Nova- 
Scotia and New-England, at the inftigation of the Cana^ 
da French. 

The Indians are a falfe but crafty people. In oup 
I lace 
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late war with the French nation and their Americaii 
colonies, feverai . diftant tribes of Indians in ezpe£tation 
of preTents, faid they would, though reaity did not de- 
iign to relinquiih the French intereft ; fuch were the Shaw* 
anees town upon Ohio river, the Mairarc!^es near Les 
Etroits between lake Erie and lake Huron^ confiding 
of five caftles orialh^s of about 800 men, and the 
Twightwees on the Oubeck river in a treaty at Lancafter^ 
July I748, 

Themoft noted congrefs with' the Indian delegates 
for many years, was that in June 1744, held at Lancafter 
in Penfylvania, .confiding of commiiOioners from the 
three provinces of Penfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia^ * 
concerning a great variety of articles, fuch as quit-clainw 
ing of large traAs pf lands to thefe governments refpec- 
tivdy, and receiving of prefents upon their promife ta 
aflUl the Britifh infiereft in the war lately commenced 
againft the French. 

I. They confirmed to the proprietors of Peniylvania 
all the: lands eaclifide of Sefquahanna river fo far north 
as the Blue mouat^ns.^ 'I'hey fettled the affair of fome 
Delaware Indians killing and robbing of Mr. Armftrong^ 
a trader, and his two.&rvants. 

a. The Indians complain, that the Maryland and Vir- 
ginia people had fettled fome land back of Virginia and 
Maryland, without confent of the Six nations, or of 
any. purchafe made from them, which lands belong to 
the Six nations by their conqueft over the ancient In- 
dian pofleflbrs. Hereupon the Indians by an inilrument 
in writing releafed all their lands in Maryland -f to 
the Maryland commiflioners for 300 1. in goods va-. 
lued in Penfylvania currency-, we fhali here give this 

-f- Atx>at 100 years fince, the Sequahanna or Conaflagoe Indians, 
by treaty granted all the land now poiTeiTed by the people of Mary- 
land to them and their heirs from Pataxen river on the weft fide 
pf Chefapeak-Bay, and from Choptank livcr on the eaft fide of faid 
oay. 

as 
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as an inftance of the advance generally pdt by the Ea^ 
iiih upon the Englifh priooe cofts of goods* 

Stroud3 from 5 to 7 L Vernnliani 9 1« 

. Shirts . 6 Si, Flints per nu -i&s. 

Hiif thicks 3L 13s. 4d^ Jews Harps per dos» 3s. lod 
DuHilblaokeu 7L Bona per doz, is. 

Guns zL'6s.; BarieadperctiWt. 409* 

Barrel gunpowder .26 L Shoe ... 40s. 

3. The commiflioners of Vir^nia gave the. Indiaun 
aoo L Penfylvania currency in goods, and 200 1 in goid| 
as a confiderattoh for dieir deed, rtcbgnisui^ die Idng 
of Great-Britain's right to all the lands that are os flnU 
be by his majefty's appointment in the colony, of Vir« 
ginia;. and the Indians defiie that they may have a 
forther confideracion when the fectlcmfsits iiKRalfid 
much further back, which the conuniffioneiB agreed ta 
The Six Indian nations complain, the treaty 4hoH 
to years (ince made at Albany was nge bbferved. Tie. tlM 
middle or ridge of the hill on the back of Yii^^a m$ 
fixed as a boundary between the Indians who Inne upon 
leferved lands in Virginia, and the Indiaas of the SSt 
nations* Another article was to fettle an Indian road tt» 
pafs fouthward on the back of Virginia. Another aitide 
was to bury in oblivion, a ikirmilh. which happened ia 
in the hack parts of Virginia, between fome <^ the Vir- 
ginia militia there, and a party of the Indian warriors oC 
the Six nations ; upon this account the commiflioners ci 
Virginia prefented the Indians with goods to the vahie of 
100 L fieri. 

: 4. As the French about this time were declaring war 
againfl Great-Britain ; to retain the Six nations in the 
Britifh intereft; after a proper fpeech to the Indians, 
Penlylvania made them aprefcnt in. goods value 300 !• 
Penfylvania currency : Virginia gave them goods to 
the value of lool. fterl. and 100 1. in gold, with a 
defire that they would fend fome of their children to 
be educated in Virginia, who might ferve as interpreters 
in times to come i the Indians anfwered, that they were 

not 



Of PivstlItamU./ - ^j^ 

Hot inclined to Ixirig tbdr children up to karnihg^ 
the commiifioners of Malyland prcfented the Indians 
with I ooh in gold. 

* * ■• * • ■ . 

. There are frequent congreflfes of the BridlH provin^^ 
CCS with their neighbouring tribes or nations of Indi«- 
ansy ^fpedally of the provinces of New- York and Ben* 
fylvania with the Six nations of Jroquois or Mohawks, to 
retain the Indians in the Bndlli intereft ; thefe have a 
cood tSdSkf though generally ^ley are coly a piece of 
formality withi this ponchifioQ^ that the Indians were 
pieafed with their p»fentl^ and proosifed fidelity ; fomcr 
times aflfairi of confeqpence are tranfadbed ; thua at 
Albany in Auguft andi September 1746, there was a treaty 
between governor Qinton aind council of the province 
q£ New-Yo^ with conuniifioneis from the province of 
Mafiachufietts-Bay, on the one part, and the Six united 
nations. of Indis^ns.^ d^nding. upon idbe province o^ 
NewoYork on the other port ;. to engage thefe Indians 
inthe^Britifh intepe&^ agaihft our enemies theFrench^ 
tOt >be affifting in the ea^sedition againft. Canada, to be 
iumiihdct ^ith arms, aannunitkxH cloathing, and poo 
Tifions^ and in their abfeice their wives and children 
to be taken care of. 17499 middle of Auguft, there arr 
rived in Philadelphia the depudes of many different na- 
tiofeis^ in order to tranfad fome affairs with the governf- 
ment. The deputies were of the Mowhawks, Oneides^ . 
Onondagues, Cayugas, Tufcaroras, Senecas, Shawanees^ 
Nanticokes, Delawares, Mohagios, and Turlos^ the whole 
number of Indians arrived in Philadelphia, women and 
children included, were about 260. 

Concerning the city and port of Philadelphia, the num«- 
bers of the Inhabitants in the province and territQf- 
rics of Pcnfylvania* 

Mr. Pcnn*s charter ercdting Philadelphia (laying be- 
tween Delaware and Schuyl-kill rivers,) into a corpo- 
ration 



320 A SuMMARYy.HlSTORICiLL iUld POLITICAL, &d' 

ration and cicy^ is fighed in Philadelphia, ' by William 
i^nn, OAober 25$ ^yoij the thirteenth year of the 
reign of king William the third j and the one and .twen* 
tieth year of my government, to cohfiil: of a mayor, 
^recorder, Iheriff, and town. clerk, 8 aldermen and 12 
common council men, by the name of the mayor and 
commonalty of the city of Philaddpliia; the fisft iec 
to be appointod by Mr. Penn ; and yearly thereafter on 
the firft day of the third week in the eighth months 
the corporation to meet, the mayor or recorder preient 
with five or more of the aldermen, and nine or more of 
the common touhcil^ to chufe one of the aldermen to 
jbe mayor for that enfuing year, and to fill up vacancies 
t)f aldermen and common council; all officers to take 
* the declarations and profeffions dire£ted in the provincial 
charter. The mayor, recorder and aldermen, to be 
juftices of the peace and of oyer and terminer ; any 
four, or more of <hcm (whereof the mayor and recorder 
to be two) to hear all cafes capital or otherwifc cri- 
minal, and with the fheriflF and tbwn clerk to hold a 
court of record quarterly for determining of pleas and • 
other matters. The mayor and recorder flull be of 
the quorum of the juftices of the county coiirts^ quarter 
feffions, oyer and terminer and goal delivery in the 
faid county of Philadelphia ; and ihall have power to 
take cognizance of debts there according to the 
ftatute of merchants, and of adHon bumel. The mayor 
to appoint the clerk of the market. The fherifi^ to 
be the water bailiflf of the province. The corporation 
have power to remove any officer of their own for mif- 
behaviour. No meeting fhail be deemed a common 
council unlefs the mayor, recorder, at leaft three of 
the aldermen, and nine of the common council, be pre- 
icht ; a power to admit freemen into the corporation, 
to make by-laws for the government of the city, to 
impofe fines for the ufe of the corporation ; none to be 
•admitted freemen, but ftich as have been refident in the 
city for two years, and IhaH-have an cftate of inheri- 
tance 
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tan<ie or freehold therein worth fifty^ pounds iji tho'h^y*. 
'To have two market days every week, the fourth and 
Icventh day, two yearly fairs (each to continue three 
days) May 1 6, and November i6. Philadelphia. fhall 
be a port comprehending all creeks and landings of the 
province. 

The (ituation of Philadelphia is bad, being at the con<^ 
fluence of two large frefti water rivers^ Delaware and 
Schuyl-kill^ which renders their people obnoxious to 
pleuridck, peripneumonick^ dyfenterick, and intermit-^ 
ting fevers ; communibus annis^ in proportion^ they bury 
near double the number of people thai are buried id 
Bofton of New-England. It is well plan*d or laid out^ 
in a plain, confiiting of 8 long {Vreecs of two miles, and 
1 6 crofs ftreets of one mile each, at right angles, with 
proper fpaces for publick buildings. As we obfenred 
before, the long ftreets were laid . out with lAuch exaft- 
nefs 1682. N. i8d. £*, and anno 1742, in fome law 
controverGes, Mr. Parfons furveyor general of Penfyl.- 
vania, found them to be 15 d. £ which is a difference 
of 3 d. in fixty years, decreafing. 

Philadelphia is nearly in 40 d. north lat^ and about 
5 hours or 75 d. weft from London. In the fpring 
1 749« the dv^eiling houfes in Philadelphia, in curiofity 
were numbered by 12 perfons, who each undertook a 
part; 'publick buildings, ware-h6ufes, and ouc-hpufes 
not included j in the feveral wards, they were as follows^ 
in all 2076. 



South fuburbs 1 50 

Dutch ward 245 

Walnut ward 104 

South ward 1 1 7 

Cheftnutward no 

Middle ward 2^^ 



High-ftrcet ward 147 

Northward 196 

Mulberry ward 488 

Upper Delaware ward 109 
Lower Delaware ward ^lO 
North fuburbs 62 



There were eleven places of publick religious worfhipf 
viz. 1 church of England, 2 prcfljytcrians, 2 quakers, 
1 baptift, I Swedifh manner, i Dutch lutheran, 1, Dutch 
calvinift, i rnoravian, i Roman catholidk* 

Vol. IL Y I ihaU 
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1 ihall here interfperfe fome account of a laudable 
academy in Philadelphia, * with a publick- ipirited de- 
fign of encouraging literature r that is» political and «- 
tural knowledge; fome good de&rving gentlemen, by 
Toluntary fubfcriptions, promife to pay annually for five 
years, in proportion to each fubfcription ; which fum 
in grofs may amount to 5000L Penfylvania currency. 
The fubfcribers eleft out of their numbers 1 5 truftee^ 
to manage the flock, appoint mafters with their iaiaries, 
make vifitations,. &c. At prefent they have three mafters 
and one ufher; the firfl: mafter is called redor, with an 
ufher under him> he teaches latin in all its gradations^ 
even froni the rudiments if required^ with afalaryof 
200 1. Penfylvania currency per ann. befides the per- 
quifites from his fcholars, which is 2.0 s. entrance, and 
4I. per ann. for each boy's fchooling: his ufher has 60 1. 
per ann. with fome perquifites of fchooling fees. There 
is iui Englifti fchool-mafter at an allowance of 150I. per 
ann. befides perquifites from his fi:holars at the fame 
rate with the latin fchool. A mathematical and writing 
mafter in the fame perfon, allowed lool. per ann. with 
perquifites from fcholars as the other mafters have. The 
boys at this time (May 1 75 are 6a to 70^ increafing 
confiderably. The Engliih mafter teaches in fome man- 
ner grammatically toconftrue fentences, to point out the 
verb with its proper antecedents and relations. 'They 
have purchafed at a cheap rate^ a fine commodious 
building, it is that meeting-houle upwards of 100 feet 
long and 70 feet wide, built in the enthufiaftick times 
of Whiteficld. Thetruftees at the beginning were chiefly 
prefbyterians of the new-light kind,, but in a few years 
one half of them became moravians, and a difpute arofe 
amongft them, which party fhould eftablilh a minifter, 
but as the prefbyterians had it originally^ they kept * 

ii 



* As thn is a kind of common-place, the reader may excafe Wf 
deviating from the (Iri^ formal il^ roies of fome pedantick hifto* 

rian5^ ' .. . , • 
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it to the laft : |hh divifidn fubfifting^ and the work- 
men not above h^F pay^, both fides affreed to difpofe 
of it for the ufc above-mentioned, and the workmen 
were pay*d off. The fubTcribers and their truftees 
hope before the expiration of the five years, to fell on 
ways and means to render it perpetual ; they have ap- 
plied to the chief proprietor Thomas Pcnn, Efq; to 
render it perpetual, begging his afliftance and coun<^ 
teiiance; but it fcems Mr. Thomas Penn had in view 
the eftablifliment of fuch a fcminary, entirely on his 
own foundation, but not in the city ; therefore it's / 
doubted whether he may ingraft his fcheme with this, 
or purfue his firft intentions. There is little or no hopes 
of receiving any encouragement from the publick le- 
giflature, the majority of the aflembly being quakers^ 
who have a large publick ftock of their own for fuch ' 
a purpole, and have finifhed a good commodious houfe 
of their own for a fchool ; the preceptor is a quaker^ 
with lool. fterl. per ann. befides fees for teaching, he 
is to teach twelve of the poorer fort gratis, -f 

That the reader may make fome eftimate of the pro- 
portions of the various feftaries in Philadelphia, I (hall 
here obferve that in the laft fix months of 1 750^ ±6tc 
were buried in Philadelphia, 

Swedes 13 Dutch lutherans aS 

Prefbyterians 26 Dutch calvinifts 39 
Baptifts 9 Roman catholicks i£ 

Qiiakers 1 04 

Burials for the 12 months of 1750, Chrift church, 
parifti, church of England 129, Negroes 84* 

f As I formerly mentioned, vol. II. p 283, in Nfcw-Jcrfey there 
is a college lately eredted by governor Belcher, with ample charter 
privileges, but without auy fupport from the publick, they depend 
entipely on donations and benefadions, excepting that by means of 
lottery they raifed loool. to 1200, to make a beginning; a fixed 
place has been much controverted. They have a divinity profeiTor, a 
prpfefTor of natural philofophy, and a mailer of a grammar fchool, all 
poorly provided for. ^; 

Y 2 Anno 
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Anno 17519 in Philadelphia were eftimated about 
11,000 whites, 600 blacks. In the province of Pcn- 
fylvania and its territories, no regular eftimate can be 
made of the inhabitants, becauie there is no poll tax, nor 
any militia lid: allowed for alarums, or common train- 
ings, as in the other colonies, to form efiimates by. 

There is only one cuftom-houfe coUedtion in the pro- 
per province of Penfylvania, called the port of Phila- 
delphia ; to form ibme notion of the extent of its trade 
and navigation, I have Inferted the following table by 
' Way of a Ipecimen of what may be compoicd for each 
cuftom-houfe port in Britifh North-America, from the 
cultom-houfe quarterly accounts fent home. ! 

Delawatc river or the port of Philadelphia is generally 
frozen up, and has no navigation in the months of Jar 
iiuary and February. 

The following is an account of entries and clearances 
of veflels at Philadelphia, from March 2, 1748-f, 
to December 25, 1749. 



Entered inwards, from 



Cleared out, for 



Antigua 

Anguilla 

Auguftine 

Amboy 

Barbadoes 

Bofton 

Briftol 

Bermuda. 

Cadiz 

Cagliaria 

Coracoa 

Cowes 

Deal 

Glaj^ow 

Hifpaniola 

Havanna 

Ireland 



12 

5 
4 

3 
29 

S9 

5 
2 

2 

ti 

I 

I 

5 



Antigua 



Auguftine 
Amboy 
Anguilla 
Barbadoes 
Bofton 
Bermuda 
Cadiz 

Cape-Breton 
Coracoa 
Chebuda 
Fiall 
Ireland 
Jamaica 
Lift)on 
4 -^London 
17 Lewis-town 



3 
2 

3 
22 

41 

7 
2 

I 

6 

3 

2 

22 

a 

5 

r 

MadeiPi 
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Entered inwards, from 



Jamaica 


13 


Lifbon 


5 


Liverpool 
T .ondon 


Z 
9 


Lewis-town 


2 


Madeira 


7 


Maryland 
New- York 

• 


4 
15 


North-Carolina 


5 


Nantucket 


4 


New- London 

• 


I 


Portfmouth 


I 


Plymouth 
Providence 


I 

8 


Rhode-Ifland 


23 


South-Carolina 


10 


St. Chriftophers 
St. Euftatia 


5 
3 


Salem 


3 


Turks-Ifland 


8 


Tor tola 


I 



Virginia 



In all 303 
In the above lift, is 
Ships 62 

Brigs , 72 

Snows 25 

Schooners 25 

Sloops 1 i ^ 



CleiU'ed out, for 
Madeira 
Maryland 
Newfoundland 
New- York 
North-Carolina 
Nantucket 
New-London 
Providence 
Rotterdam 
Rhode- Iflaud 
South-Carolina 
St. Chriftophers 
Surinam 
St. Euftatia 
Salem 
Teneriflfe 
Virginia 
Weft-Indies 

In all 
In this lift, is 
Ships 
Brigs • 
Snows 
Schooners 
Sloops 



15 

8 

5 
6 

6 

8 
t 

8 
1 
6 

I 

12 

« 

6 



291 

64 

68 
26 
21* 

112 



Toul 291- 



There are now remaining 

in the harbour, 19 ihips, 

gfnows, 8 brigs, 2 fchoon-- 

Totil 303 ers, and i floop. In all 39.* 

As in the province ot Penfylvania, there is no poUtax,' 

neither any militia incorporated and regiUated ; we can 

give no eftimate of their numbers of whites and-flaves, 

Dy proportional calculations. 

Y 3 There 
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There never was any militia within Hw colony on z 
-legal eftabliihment ; what not long ago appeared and 
made fuch a fhoMf by then* numbers, were only volun- 
iiers commi0ioned by the governor. The quakers have 
always been about three quarters of the aflembly, though 
in number perhaps not exceeding one quarter of the 
ipeople; the quakers • artfully periuade the Dutch and 
Germans, that if they^chufe others than quakers for 
^tibeir reprefentativ^s, they would immediately have a 
fnilitia law impofed on them, which would fubjeft them 
te greater flaVery> than what they fuftered in their own 
^untry. 

This colony by importation of foreigners and other 
(Grangers in very great numbers, grows prodigioufly; by 
their laborious gnd penurious manner of livings in con- 
lequence they grow rich ^ere others ftarve, and by their 
fuperior induftry and frugality may in time out die 
Britifh people from the colony. Tlie grcateft yearof 
importation of Germans, Irilh, a few Welch and ScotS|Wts 
from December 25, 1728, to December 25, 1729, be- 
ing about 6200 perfons. In the year 1 750, Germans 
imported into this province and territories, were 4317; 
Britifh and Irifli paffengers and fervants above 1000. 

We omitted to obfer\'e, that fome Palatines who came 
over to New- York by queen Anne's bounty, 1 707, in 
the province of New- York, they were not allowed a 
fiafHcient encouragement of quantities of land; and by 
encouragement ot Sir William Xeith governor of Pen- 
iylvania, they removed to Penfylvania. 

The numbers of foreigners, principally Germans, im^ 
ported into this province or colony, in the courfe of 
about 25 years laft paft, has been fo exceffivc ; that if 
it is not limited by a provincial aft, or by the dernier rc- 
fource, an aft of the Britifh parliament, the province 
and territories of Penfylvania may foon degenerate into* 
a foreign colony»' endangering the quiet of our adjacent 
colonies. . • . 

' The 



Of Pensylvania. 327 

* The legiflature, 
* In the colony are only two negatives in the legiflature. 
the governor and boi^ of repreientadves^ called the 
affembly. The council lb called, is only the proprietor's 
council to the proprietor's governor, but aot a king's 
council ; they have jio concern in the legiflature other- 
ways than by advifing the governor iii his negative. The 
a£ts of legiflature run thus; ^' Be it enadied by the 

** honourable Efq; lieutenant governor of the pro* 

♦* vince of Penfylvania, and of the counties of New- 
*^ cafl:ie, Kent and Su£kx on Delaware river ; by and 
*' with the confent of the reprefentatives of the freenien 
** of faid province, in general aflembly met/' 

The governor of Penfylvania is only the proprietary 
Penn's deputy, and is fl:iled lieutenant governor and his 
honour^ his falary in kite years has been per annual 
I cool, currency out of the excife duty for the province 
of Penfylvania, and 200I. ^r ann, from the territories 
called die three lower counties. By aft of parliament, 
all lieutenant governors ^or deputies nominated by lords 
proprietors, or principal hereditary governors of Britifl^ 
colonies in North- America, muft have the rqyal. appro- 
bation. 

The proper province of Penfylvania was at Erft di* 
vided into the three counties of Philadelphia, Bucks 
and Chefter, each fending eight reprefentatives to the 
aflembly, about 20 years fincc was added the coi^nty of 
Lancafl:er, fending four reprefentatives •, and lately an 
addition is made of twQ new counties back inland, by- 
the names of York and Cumberland, they are allowed 
only two members each; with two reprefentatives from 
the city of Philadelphia, make thirty -four reprefentatives, 
which compofe the houfe of affcmbly. The qualification' 
for an eledor or elefted, is, a freeman refident in the' 
country for two years, and worth in real or perfonal- 
efl:a&e, or both jointly, the value of fifty pounds their' 
currency, which if required, is to be declared upon oath' 
OT affirmation. 

Y 4 The- 
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Xjtethi^c lower counties on Delaware river called th^ 

. terrUitriC9, iii:e.'a diftin^ jurifdidion, and their aiTembiy 

of reprefcntativcs confifts of fix members from Newcaftk 

f ovHuCyi. fix irom Kofit, and fix from Suffex coundes, in 

nU eighteen memb^i;3^: . 

.. Tbeir^genersd aflemhlics are annually cledlivc pn the 
fir ft day of the taonth of Odober. The reprefcntativcs 
;ire not by tpwns QF parifli clcftions (Philadelphia ex- 
cepccd) a$^ in New-England colonies, but by coynty 
•ekciisjiisv. Penfylvania proper, called the province, fof 
4Ti;;ry years, confided of only three counties called the 
VIIW^^ counties, viz. Buckingham county, chief town 
E:i;iol, nearly over-againft Burjington of the Jerficsj 
^luladelpnia county, chief town Philadelphia, in about 
■^o q. N. lat. and Chefter county, chief town Chcftcr, 
jibout 1 5 miles (on the river) below Philadelphia; and a 
few years fince was mads the inland county of Lancaftcr, 
phier town Lancafter, laying both fides pf Sclquahanna 
fiv^r ; and very lately, two more inland counties, York 
^nd Cumberland. The territories are called the three 
Ipwer counties oti Delaware river, viz. Newcaftk 
Cpunty, chief town Newcaftle, about 35 miles below 
Philadelphia ; Kent county, chief town Dover ; and 
Lewis county, chief town Lewis or Hotc-kill, near cape 
Jie^^ppen ot Delaware b4y. 

Courts of judicature. 

Juries arpall returned by the flieriffi excepting in par? 
l;i€:ular cs^fes, but not okc-n, there may be a ftruck jury 
by ^onfeiit of patties, and that muft . be in the preiencc 
Qf ope of the judges, the (heriff,'and the parties. 

Thpftienftg and coroners are annually eledtcd at the 
fji^m^ time wjch the reprefentatives, by a county elec- 
tion j thp. people cled two for e^ch office, out of which 
fhe governqr chul'es one, who in the fame manner may 
tH?;fe-e|6ded;f9jrn three .years running, but after three 
ypars^ cannp.t . be. rercle^ed, but by the intervention of 
three years out of office, and then is capable of a new 
j^rpn. ' ^ Julliccs 
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r-. Juftices of the peace, are all of die goyeraor^s appoint- 
ing, and fit in quarter feflTions, conibrflCiiiUe 10 wt laws 
and inftitutions of England. : 

The judges ot the common pleas are the julkicet of 
the peace in each refpeftive county > when die quarter 
feiTions are Briihed, they continue to fit in quality of 
|:he judges ot common pleas by cotnmiirion fix>m the go- 
vernor 1 heir prefent times of fitting are. 

For che county of JPhiladelplda; at Philadelphia, the 
firft Monday in^March, June, September, and December. 

For the city of Philadelphia, the mayor's courts are 
the firft Tuefday in January, April, July, and laft IVief- 
day inOftober. 

. For the county of Buckingham, or Bucks, at New- 
Town ( i 1 miles weft from Briftol) on the eleventh day 
following the courts of Philadelphia county. 

For tlie county of Chefter, at Chefter, the 1^ Tuef- 
day in May, Auguft, November, and February. 

For the county of Lancafter, at Lancafter, firft IXief-' 
day in February, May, Auguft, and November. 

For tfie county of Suffcx, at Lewis, the firft Tuefilay 
jn February, May, Auguft, and November. 

For the county of Kent, at Dover, the fecond Tueiday 
of the laft faid months. 

For the county of Newcaftle, at NewcaflJe, the third 
Tuefday of faid months. 

The fupreme court confifts of a chief jufticc and two 
afliftant judges commiffioned by the governor : diey 
have all the authority of the King's Bench, Common- 
jPleas, and court of Exchequer in England, in the words' 
of the provincial law ; the^ pot only receive appeals, but 
all caufes once commenced in the inferior courts, after the- 
firft writ, may be moved thither by a habeas corpus^p- 
cectiorari, writs of error, &c. 

The judges of this fupreme court have alfo a ftand^ 
ing and diftin£t commiifion, to hold as to them (hati' 
feem needfuU courts of oyer and terminer, and general; 

sp4 
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gDfll.'^^T^ tbroo^tnit the province, and are juftices 
gf tibe .peace io erery county. 

The fupreme courts in Penfylvania are held at Phi- 
taddpbja,, tenth tiay of Aprils and the twenty-fourth day 
€»f Sqf]Kinber« 

\.) Twre is an officer called the regifter general, for the 
pro&te of wills and granting letters of adminiilration, 
wbofe authority extends all over the province, but exe** 
cuted 1^ a deputy in each refpe&iye county, except at 
f iulhddplua, where he is obliged to refide himfelf. He 
er. h» deputies in cafe of any difpute or caveat entered, 
UMiy ^aU two "oif the juftices of the peace to aflift him in 
giving decifions. The authority of this officer, and of 
adl the others above-mentioned, is founded on ads of 
al&mbly, impowering the governor to commiflion and 
appoint fuch as feem to him qualified for that purpoie. 

The court of vice-admiralty, is, as in the other colo- 
nies, by conraiiffion from the admiralty in England. 

The jufticiary court of admiralty, is, as in the other 
colonies, by commiflion under the broad feal of Eng- 
land, feme of the neighbouring provinces being in- 
cluded in one and the fame commiflion ; the judges are 
the governors, councils, captains of men of war, prin* 
<tipal oflicers of the cuftoms, and fome juftices of the 
peace. 

The prcfent taxes, or provincial revenue. 

This.coniifts of, i. Excife, which is 30 s. per pipe of 
wine, and 4d. per gallon of rum fold in publick houfes ; 
may, amount to about 3000 1. currency; it would 
be much more if properly coliedled. 2. The intercft 
iponey of their paper currency Jet out by the loan 
office on land fecurity, which. may be about 5000L 
perann. Theietwo articles have hitherto been fuffi- 
dent to pay the governor and other officers of thegp- 
vetnmau, to defray the charges of treaties and prefents 

||:j to 
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to the Indians, and in general lor all puUidc clkafges 
whatfoever. ^ 

Moreover, there is in each rclpcdiye couniy, a couiitjr 
tax towards their courts of juftice, high-ways, bridges, 
&c. and a poor tax. Yearly at the faihc tiirie with the 
eledion ot reprefentatives in each county, are 'ele&iQ 
fix alleObrs, and three others, called t court of dekgttes ^^ 
thefe delegates are to (it and receive appeals from peo- 
f)}e who think themfelves aggrieved in their afleflfaients; 
The afleflbrs without any further enquiry, hy the af- 
iiftance of the former years books, wiakc what judgnfieii^ 
they think proper of every man*8 eftate and facultJF, 
and rate them from 2d, to 3d. in the pound; they czh 
Siot go higher by law. Here, as every where, the aflefied 
arc under rated ; thus a perfon in truth worth 10,000 1, 
is returned upon their lift worth 20g1. to 300 1. and to 
pay 2 d. in the pound ^ thus this tax falls heavieft upon 
the lower fort of people. 

produce, manufadures, trade, and nav^ation. 

Their produce is all forts of Britilh grain of the bread 
kind, Indian corn, buck )^heat ; hemp, and flax i 
flax -feed is a confiderable clxpdrtation to Scotland and 
Jreland ; fome tobacco, and bees-wax. 

This may be called a gtain or corn country, and 
adapted to dax and hemp. 

They manufafture wheat into flour, and flour into 
bifkct ; the largcft branch of their expbrt is •flour, 
which bears a better price abroad, than that of New- 
York. Five bulhels wheat yields about one hundred and 
three quarters merchantable flour 5 the garnel or fecond 
flour pays for caflc and all other charges. They ma- 
nufacture their barley into malt, and malt into beer and- 
ale for export. 

The 
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The Irifli manufa&ure confidcrably of * linen cloth 
for fale, befides for home confumption ; perhaps in this 
country, the farmers, that is, the hufbandmen> make 
nine tenths of all their wearing apparel. 

. At pit lent the flax- feed from Peniyivania, Jerfcy, 
/New -York, Conne&icut, and other parts of New Eng- 
land, anfwers better at home, in cultivation, than what 
has been imported for many years from Holland. 

Befides tne above-mentioned commodities of exporta- 
tion, the Penfylvania Indian traders purchafe deer-lkins 
"and a few furrs from the Indians of Delaware and Sefqua- 
.hanna rivers, and from the handelaars, baek of Mary- 
land and Virginia ; they export confiderably of iron in 
iplgs, bars, and pots : (hip building, but their oak is 
not durable : cordage, lintfeed-oil, ftarch, foap, can- 
dles ; fome beef, pork, butter^ (laves, heading and hoops, 
walnut logs and plank. 

The commodities imported for confumption and re- 
exportation, are dry goods from Great-Britain ; wines 
from Madeira, and the other wine iflands i (alt from 

• 

* Concerning the Britiih confumption of linen cloth, we nay 
obferve, i . That the linen cloth ilanipt in Scotland for falc« is very 
much upon the increafe, as appears by eflimates made in the follow- 
ing periods. N. B. The cloth at a medium is valued at 8 d. to ii d. 
4erl. per yard. 

Years Yards 1. 

1729, 2,i8;,97^ value 103,31a (lerL 

^739» 4»So»>5^7 196,058 

""49- 7,360,286 3»^»04J 

2. Irifh linen imported into England for feven years from Chriflmas 
1741,10 Chriflmas 1748, as per cuflom-houfe books, at a medium, 
is about fix millions of yards per ann. 3. Befides all thefe, the Britifh 
demand or imports of foreign linen is about 30 millions of yards per 
ann. Here is a large field of encouragement for otir northern Ame- 
rican colonies, proper for the nrodudtion of flax and hemp, to fttpcr- 
fedc thib large importation of German Ijnen : this cannot be dVeded, 
but by a great encouragement of our grain and paftare colonies to 
lower the too great plantation price of labour, auid the better ma. 
nuring of their ki.ds. 

Great- 
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Great-Britain, France, f Spain, LUbon, Mediterranean, 
and WeftJndia iflands ; from the Weft- Indies or ifugar 
iflands and other colonies, fugar, rum, moloiles, cotton^ 
indigo, coflfee, dying woods, mahogany plank, &c. from 
the Spaniih coaft and Carolinas, hides, rice, pitch, tar^ 
turpentine, &c. .they' import many black or homed 
cattle far and near, from South-Carolina (buthward, and 
from 300 miles weftward, and from the Jerfies^ 

Moft of the Dutch hufbandmen have ftills, and draw 
a fpirit from rye malted, from apples and peaches* 
There may be from 7000 to 8000 Dutch waggons with 
four horfcs each, that from time to time bring their 
produce and trafEck to Philadelphia, from i o to 1 00 
miles diftance. 

Their navigation may be diftinguiihed into fmall craft, 
that keep within the capes, and only bring produce to 
market: as the produce of Penfylvania reaches only 15 
miles below Philadelphia, moft of this fort of trade is 
carried on from the three lower counties on the weft iide 
of the great river of Delaware, apd all the Weft-Jerfies 
which lies along the eaft fide of that river : theie are not 
comprehended in the cuftom-houfe entries and clearances 
of the port of Philadelphia. 

To iljuftrate the gradual increafe of the trade of t^ 
port of Philadelphia, we obferve, that anno 1736, the 
entries were 212, clearances 215 veilels ; a little be* 
fore the late French war, anno 1742, entries were 230, 
clearances 281. The number of veflcls cleared from 
that port tor twelve months preceding March 12, 
•1750-1, is 358 ; thofe that were bound to the north- 
ward ot Delaware capes, viz, to New- York, Rhode- 

i* By an a6l of parliameat for tl^e eQcoura|eixient of the fiiheiy 
1727, fait is allowred to be imported in Peniylvanifi, from any pan; 
oJF £urope. There is a like ad of parliament for the encouragement 
of the caring of fiihin New- York. Though there may be a miflakc 
in alledging the filheries of New- York and Penfylvania, becaujfethetv 
are no fiih cared there ; yet in fundry other things it may be bene- 
£cial. 

Iflands 
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Ifiani, Bofton with its out porQ, Hdlifex, and New* 
foundland, make about 90 of that number ; to Vii^ma, 
Maryland, North and South-Carolina, and Geor^^about 
29 ; the remainder fail for Europe and the Weft-India 
fggar iflands aiid colonies •, the craft that go to the ibuth- 
ward, Virginia, Maryland, &c. are of no great value, 
biui thofe who go to the northward, efpecially to Bofton 
and Rhode-UlaQd, are generally of more value than the 
vcflels that go to the Weft-Indies, fome of them carry 
500 to 600 barrels of bread and flour. 

They build about 20, or upwards, veflels that go to 
fea from Philadelphia. 

The cuftom-houfe officers in this colony, have the 
largeft falaries of any in North- America : the colJedor 
of the port of Philadelphia is a patent officer ; in the pro- 
per province this is the only coUeftion ; in the territo- 
ries called the three lower counties are two colleftions, 
Newcaftle and Lewis. 

Icahnot account for the many cuftomhoufe coUcc- 
dons upon the river of £)elaware, there are two on the 
Jerfey fide, and three on the Penfylvania fide; excepting 
the cuftom-houfe of Philadelphia, the others arc nominal 
and fine cures, and might have been called branches 
and creeks of Philadelphia *, befides ufiial officers, there 
is on the Penfylvania fide, an extraordinary officer who 
maybe called a comptroller general, a riding officer 
to examine and fign the accounts of the relpeftive col- 
leftors. 

Before any bills of publick credit were emitted, the 
currency of Penfylvania was pioclamation iponey, a 
heavy piece of eight was 6 s. in denomination ; but by 
the emiffions of publick credit bills, + as in all the co- 
lonies, who went into a paper currency, their deno- 

f The poblick bills of credit in the plantations were called a pap^ 
currency, bccaofe th#y were transferable ; and in fere, al of the colo- 
nics enaded to be a tender in law. 

minatioD^ 
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mi nations did depreciate, and at prefent a doRar or 
weighty piece of eight pafles for 7 s. 6d. denomination ^ 
but by the good management of their paper loan office, 
the intrinfick value oi their denomij^ations, has not- de- 
preciated further. The intereft of this loan money pfO-^ 
duces about 5000 1. currency per ann. which with fihe^ 
3000I. excife, defrays the charges of government. Their 
firfl emiffion of a paper currency was about 27 year^ 
ago. ■ ^ 

Religion feftaries. 

The various plantation feftaries have been already 
mentioned, in a general digreflion in the.fedion of 
Rhode-Ifland ; but as the moravians and dumplers arct 
peculiar to this colony, what is fiirth^ to be oblerved 
concerning them> is here inferted. 

In vol. I L p. 155, we mentioned that the moravians 
had lately obtained a Britifh a£t of parliament indulging 
them in many things ; particularly, that their afHrma* 
tion, quaker-like, Ihall be equivalent to an oath, but 
with fome reftriftions. There are about 800 to 900 
moravians who have already tranfported themfelvca to 
this colony, and many more may be expe&ed, bcfcauffe 
iince the pafling the adt of parliament in their favour^ ■ 
the feveral tolerations they had in Germany, Holland,, 
and Denmark, are taken from them ; the reafons for 
fa doing, I have not as yet learned ; but by edids, their 
books hymns, and publick worfhip> are ordered to be 
iupprefled. 

In vol. II. p. 150, we mentioned a branch of the Ger- 
man anabaptius called dUmplers ; they are generally ig- 
norant people, but fome of their heads are not fo ; for 
inflance, Peter Miller^ a German,, writes elegantly in La- 
tin upon religk)n and mortification : they have %' 
printing prefs, and are continually printing ; they are 
very curious in writing fine» and delight much in fcrolls 
of writing on religious. fubje(^s, ftuck up in their 
halls and cells, the initial letters are beautifully illu^ 

minate4 
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minated with blue, red, and gold, fuch as may be feeb 
in old monkUh mahufcripts. 

I am again fallen ^nto the difagreeable fubjeft (where 
effence to fome or many is unavoidable) of fedtaries or 
parties in religious affairs : what here follows was de- 
nned for the appendix ; but as I now find that a long 
appendix containing n^an^ loofe, not connefted matters, 
may be tedious to the reader -, I Ihall in the feveral fee* 
tions following, occaTionally interfperfe many things de- 
iigned for the appendix. 

Some years fince, viz. 1722, there was a confiderable 
feceflion in the S. W, parts of Connedticut, of congre- 
gationalift miniilers and candidates, to better themfelvds 
in livings by church of England miflions : from this 
incident, there has lately been revived a fophiftical dif- 
pute, whether the eftablifhed old congregationalift mi« 
nifters, or the late new converts, church of England mif* 
fionaries, are to be deemed the feparatifts. The deci- 
fion feems to be eafy, by relating only matters of faft. 
By a fundamental, in the articles of union, 1707, of 
England and Scotland, the church of England in expre s 
plain words, is declared to be eftablifhed in all the Eng- 
liih plantations ; but this feems to be only as to church 
government, and that only amongft the people of the 
church of England ; the other feftaries can have no ec- 
clefiaftical jurifdidion even amongft themfelves, as ap- 
pears by the annexed determination of the lords juftices 
anno 1725; but in their various modes of worihip 
(Roman catholicks excepted) all chriftiah proteflions are 
tolerated in perpetuity, and in as ample manner, as if 
they were churches eftablifhed by lav^f. If i^y feftary 
who prevail in the legiflature of any colony* impofc 
upon the other fedaries \ they are checked by the king 
in council, all the colonies being under the immediate 
infpeftion of the king in council *, we here adduce the 
annexed cafe of the adt of the afiembly of Connefticut, 
againft quakers, &c. 
:. A true 
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A true copy of a letter from their excellencies the lords 
juftices, to the hori, ,W —-— D r— , Efq-,. lieu- 
tenant governor of 'his majefty'^ jprovince of the NJaf-^, 
fachiifetts-Bay. . ' 

Whitehall, Odober 7. 1725^ 



w • ■ 









^^ fTp H E lords jlitlices beiilg informed fropi . fuch 
*« X • go^d hand?, as make the truth of this advice 
*^ not to.be doubted,' that at a general' convention of mi- 
*« nifter-is,* from feveral parts or his rhajfefty's province of 
**'the MaiSachufetts-Bay, at Boftdn on the 27th of May; 
laft, a memorial arid addrefs was framed, dircfted to 
you as lieutenant governor and commander in chief, 
*^ and to the council and houfe of reprefentatives .then 
fitting, defiring that the general aflembly would call 
the feveral churches in this province to meet by their 
*' pallors and rneflengers, in a fynod ; which memorial 
*' and addrefs, being accordingly prefented by fome o^ 
*^ the faid minifters, in the name and at the defire of the^ 
*' faid convention, was confidered in council, the third. 
of June following, and there approved, but the houfe 
of reprefentatives put off the confideration of it to the 
*' next feflion, in which the council afterwards concurred. 
Their excellencies were extremely furprifed, that no 
account of fo extraordinary and important a tranfadtioq 
fliould have been tranfmitte'd by you, purfuant to aa 
" article in your iriftruftions, by which you are diredtedl 
*' upon all ocdafions, to fend unto his majefty, and to 
*' the commiflioners for trade and plantations, a particu- 
** lar account of all your proceedings, and the condition 
** of affairs within your government. As this matter 
** doth highly concern hismajcfty's royal prerogative, their 
*« excellencies referred the confideration of it to Mr. at- 
** torney and folliciror general, who after mature dclibe- 
** ration, and making all proper enquiries, reported, " that; 
Vol. II. Z "from 
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** from the charter and laws of your colony, they cannot 
" colled that there is any regular eftablifluncnt of a na- 
^^ tional or provincial church there, fo as to warrant die 
" holding of convocations or fynods of the clergy 5 iMit 
*« if fuch fynods might be holden, yet they take it to be 
<* clear in point of law, that his majefty's fupremacy in 
^^ ecclefiaftical afiairs, being a branch of his prerogative, 
^^ does take place in the plantations, and that fyno^ can- 
^^ not be held, nor is it lawful for the clergy to aflemhie 
•* as in fynods, without authority from his majefty : they 
^^ conceive the above-mentioned application of the iSud 
*^ miniilers, not to you alone, as reprefenting the king's 
^^ perfon, but to you, and the council, and the houlexi 
•* reprefentatives, to be a contempt of his majefty's pre- 
^^ rogative, as it is a publick acknowledgment, that the 
^* power of granting what they defire refides in the 1( 
•' fative body of the province, which by law is vi 
^^ only in his majeftv. And the lieutenant governor, 
^^ council, and aflembly intermeddling therein, was an 
^^ invafion of his majefty's royal authority, which it was 
your duty as lieutenant governor, to have withflood 
and rejedted *, and that the confent of the lieucenanc 
•* governor, the council, and houfe of reprefentativesi 
^' will not be fufiicient authority for the holding of fuch 
« a fynod." 

** Their excellencies, upon confideration of this opi- 
^^ nion of the attorney and folicitor general, which they 
^' have been pleafed to approve, have commanded me to 
^^ acquaint you with, and to expreis'to you their furprife, 
<^ that no account of fo remarluible a tranlaftioo, which 
*' fo nearly concerns the king's prerogative^ and the wel- 
*' fare of his majefty's province under your govcm- 
•* ment, has been received fiom you, and to fignify 
to you their directions, that you do put an efiedhiai 
flop to any fuch proceedings ; but if the confent defired 
by the miniilers above-mentioned, for the holding of 
the fynod, fhould have been obtained, and this pre- 
tendol fynod fhould be a£tually fitting, when you re- 
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•* ceiVe thcfe their excellencies direftions, they do ia 
** that cafe, require and direft you, to caufc fuch their 
^^ meeting to ceafe, acquainting them that their aflembly 
** is ag^ft law, and a contempt of his majeity's prero- 
** gative, and that they are forbid to meet any more 5 
^ but if notwithftanding fuch fignification, they (hall 
*• continue to hold fuch an aflembly, you are then to 
'* take care that the principal adtors therein be profecuted 
** for a mifdcmeanour. But you are to avoid doing any 
•* formal aft to diflblve them, left it be conftrued to 
•* imply that they had a right to aflcmble. This, Sir, is 
•* what I have in c6mmand from their excellencies to 
•• iignify to you. 

*• And I muft obferve to you, that the precedent quo- 
•* ted in the above-mentioned memorial of fuch a fynod, 
•• being held forty-fivie years ago, falls in with the year 
•* 1680, and. that the former charter, upon which the 
** government of your province depended, was repealed 
** by fcire facias in the year 1684, and the new charter 
** was granted in the year 1691 5 from whence it appears, 
*• that if fuch fynod was holden as is alledged, it happened 
•* a (hort time before the repealing of the old charter, 
•* but none has been fince the granting the new one. 
^* I am, Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

Charles Dblafaye. 

At the court at Kenfington the eleventh day of Oftobcr 
1 705, prcfent; the queen's moft excellent majefty, his 
royal highnefs plrince George of Denmark, lord arch- 
bifhop of . CanterbSryi lord jceeper, lord trcafurer, 
lord prefident, earl of Ranelaugh, Mr. Boyle, Mr. 
fccretary Hedges, Mr. fecretary Harley^ lord chief 
jufticc Holt, lord chief juftice Trevor, cikc of :ro- 
merfet, duke of Ormond, Mr. Vernon, Mr. Earle. 

H A Rcprefentation from the lords commiflioners 
«« ,/Il of trade and plantations, being this day read 
^< at the board upon an ad, pafled in her majefty's 
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" colony of Connefticut, entitled (only) Hereticks, 
** whereby it is enafled, that " all who (hall entert^ any 
" quakers, tanters, adamites, and other hereticks, are 
" made liable to the penalty of five pounds, and five 
" pounds per week for every town that ihair fo ci>- 
" tertain them •, that all quakers fliall be committed 
" to prifon or be fent out of the colony -^That who- 
" foever fhall hold unneceflTary difcourfe with quakers 
" fhall forfeit twenty (hillings-, that whofoever fliall keep 
*' any quakers books, the governor, magifl-rates and 
" elders excepted, (hall forfeit ten (hillings, and that all 
" fuch books (hall be fuppreflfed ; that no matters of 
" any veflfel do land any quakers without carrying 
*' them away again, under the penalty of twenty 
** pounds." 

And the faid lords commi(rioners humbly ofiering, 
that the faid aft be repealed by her majefty, it being 
contrary to the liberty of confcience indulged to dif- 
(enters by the laws of England, as alfo to the charter 
granted fo that colony, her majefty with the advice 
" of her privy council, is pleafed to declare her dif- 
allowance and difapprobation of the faid aft; and 
purfuant to her majefty 's royal pleafure thereupon, 
the faid aft, pa(red in her majiefty's colony ofCon- 
nefticut in New-England, entitled Hereticks, is hereby 
repealed, and declared null and void, and of none 
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*' effeft. ' 

Signed John Povey. 



In the felfions 1751, of the Briti(h parliament ; was 
pafled an aft extending to the American colonies, as well 
as to the kingdom of Great-Britain, and its "other domi- 
nions-, entitled, an aft for regulating the commenceoient 
of the year, and for correfting the calendar now in 
ufe. The abftraft of the aft runs thus. 

Whereas the legal fupputation of the year in that 

part ot Great- Britain called England, beginning the 25th 

of March, has been attended with many incoaveniencies, 

.. " ^ J* as 
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*as h differs from the ufage of Wrfghbouring nitiohsi 
'and the legal computation of tha^ part of Great-Britain 
called Scotland, * and thereby divers miftakes happefhed in 
the dates of de^ds and other writings ; and our Juliaii 
calendar having been difcovered to be erroneous 5 that 
the Ipring equinox^ which ait the general council of 
Nice, anno donrt. 325, happened about the 2ift of 
-March, now happens the ninth or tenth of the fame 
^*ndnth^ which error is ftiii increafing ; • and to the end, 
'that the feveral equinoxes or fblftiees may for the future 
•falJ upon the fame nominal days as at the time of the 
faiid general council, and is now generally received by 
almolt all other nations of Etarope, and to prevent' dif- 
rputes with foreign correfpondents of almoft all other 
nations of Europe in their letters and accounts, be it 
enafted, that in all his majefty's dominions in Europe, 
Afia, Africa, and America, the old fupputation is not to 
be made ufe of^ after the 31ft of December 1751, and the 
year for the future to commence January ift, and the 
•days to be.numbered in the fame order, and the move- 
able feafts to be.afcertained as they now are until Septem- 
ber 2, 1752, inclufive; and the day following, (that is, the 
3d of Sept. 1 752) to be accounted the 14th of Sept. 1 752, 
omittinoj at that time the eleven intermediate nominal 
days. "All writings after ift of January 1752, to bp 
dated according to the new ftile, and all courts after- 
Sept, 2, 1752, Ihall be held in the fame nominal days 
they now are •, (courts held with fairs or marts excepted) 
that is, eleven days fooner than thp refpeftive day wherein 
the fame are now Jc^pt. Every hundiedth year, ex- 
cepting every fourth hundred, whereof anno 1 800 Ihall 
be the firft, to be deemed tho' a leap year or biflextile 
conlifting only, of 365. days, but all other biflextile or 
leap years fhall cgnfift of 366 days. — And whereas 
the method of computing the full moons now ufed in 
the calendar of the common prayers of the church of 
England, to find eafter, is become confiderably erronc- 
pus i therefore the faid feaft of rafter and^ others de- 
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pending thereon, (hall after the 2d of Sept. 1 752, coa- 
form to the decree of the (sad general council, and the 
pradtice of foreign countries, Ihall be obferved accord- 
ing to the annexed table ; and the former table, in all 
future additions of the book of common jx-aycr, ihall 
^jc fupprefled ; but the courts of fefllon and exchequer 
in Scotland, and all markets, fairs and marts, (haU be 
held upon the fame natural days as if this sSt had oot 
been made, that is, eleven days later, than according to 
this new computation, notwithilandin^ that by .diis new 
computation, the nominal days are anticipated or brought 
forward by the fpace of eleven days, the natural days and 
times for the opening and clofing of commons of 
pqifture and the like, not to be al|tered by this ai^ 
that is, eleven days later than the new fupputatioa 
— The natural days and times of payments of cents, 
annuities, fums of money, delivery of soods, i:om- , 
mencement or expiration of leafes, and the like, Ihall not 
be by this ad anticipated or accelerated ; and the time of 
attaining the age ot 2 1 years (hall not be altered by this^ 
aft, or the determination of any apprencicefhip of 
fcrvice, * 

Proprietors 

* Julias Caefar began His year aboat the hybernal or winter 
fidftice, ( the equinoxes and folftices are proper periods in fach mat- 
ters) the Julian or O. S. began 45 years before Christ: this 
itile was reformed by pope Gregory i ^82, but was not carried back 
to the nativity of our Saviour, which in church precifenefs ooght 
to have been, but only to the time of the council of Nice, which 
was held anno dom 329, by Conftantine the greiit, to examine and 
condemn the doArines of Arius. At the time oJF ^e conndi of 
Nice, the vernal equinox was on the aift of Marck« bat in ftridnefe 
and according to the precifton of devotionaliil obfervers of days, it 
ihould have gone back fo far as the nativity Htf firft year of Chiift» 
the vernal equinox was then on the 23d of March: but as the Gre- 
gorian ftile is at prefent the general pradice of chriftian European 
nations, the BritiOi legiflatnre in dieir wonted prudence have ac« 
ceded thereto, as being a convenient civil» but not a jure divino af- 
fair. Inilead of being too minutely predie in ftriking off 1 3 days, 
which is the truth of the cafe in conformity to other European coon- 
tricSf they only ftruck off 1 1 daySj for the fake of matoai conveni- 
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Proprietors or principal governors, and their relident 
deputies or lieutenant governors. 

The firft proprietor and governor was William Pcnn, 
fon of admiral Pcnn, fee vol. 11. p. 307 ; he carried ovef 
many quakers with him to that country ; his patent in- 
cluded that part of new Swedeland, which lies on the 
weft fide of Uelaware river, fome part of the Swede fet- 
tlements lay on the eaft fide of the river, and is part of 
weft New-Jerfey. Mr. Pcnn continued, two years in 
Fenfylvania, and upon his father's death returned to 
England, and left the government in the hands oi 
Thomas Lloyd, with a council. Mr. Penn being efteem- 
cd a favourite .of K. James II. was fufpefted to be 4 
Roman catholick and jefuit in the alTumed mafk of al 
quaker, and upon the revolution K. William was advifed 
to fufpend his privilege of appointing a deputy governor 
for Penfylvania. And 

The crown appointed col. Fletcher, governor of Newr 
York, to be alfo governor of Penfylvania ; but upon 
Mr. William Penn's vindication of himfelf, he was re- 
ftorcd to his privilege of government, and appointed 

Mr. Blackwell, his deputy or lieut. governor 5 he was 
fucceeded as lieut. governor by Thomas Lloyd, Efq; 
upon his death 

Mr. Penn appointed his nephew col. Markham his 



ency ; it is more eligible to err with tlie generality of Europe^ thaii 
affededly to conftitute a peculiar Britifh fiile, which would be run- 
ning from one inconvenience into another ; the main intention is to 
produce an uniformity in the computation of time throughout the 
chriilian part of the world ; the agreeing with the reft of Europe, 
ought to prevail x>ver any argument deduced from the nicety^^pf 
calculation. v 

Peter Deval of the Middle Temple, fccretary to the royal fociety/^., 
drew the bill and prepared moft of the tables under direction of the 
earl of Chellerfield, the firft former of the defign ; and the whole was 
carefully examined and approved of by Martin Folkes ; Ef(^; prefident 
of the royal fociety, and Dr. Bradley, his majefty's aftronomer at 
Cxiccnwichj who computed the tables at the end of the bill. 

% 4 deputy 
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deputy or lieut. governor; lirbad the government or 
direftion until the fecond arrival of Mr. Penn, 1698. 

Mr. William Pepn principal governor and .proprietor 
arrived a fecond tlniie in Penfylvania, 1 698. r He. returned 
to fingland 1 jco, and nomihajed c(fY. Andrew Hamilton 
for. his deputy •, m his adminift'ration was^miich Cbnfufion 
in the province; upon his death"'. '^ ^ . . 

1704, col. John ]Evans >yas ;\pppirite4 lieutenant jgo- 
yernpr. . • ..- 

\.I7I3» died iriXondan WiHiafA' Tenit, thfe firft pro- 
prietor and principal governor, mucli in debt, occafiohed 
'by his whimfiCcil difpofition; he h^d agreed .>vlth the 
9rown torefienjiis property and. government for.a cer- 
tain confideratioh (to e^^tricate himfeJf froni'Sebt) but 
died.fuddcnly before the inftruhient was executed, and 
the government and property reniiains in the .family to 
this time. 

The firft principal goyernor and proprietor was called 
William Penn, the grand-father ; he was fuf ceeded by 
his fon W^liam Penn, called the father ; and he was fuc- 
ceeded by ISpringet Penn, William Penn the fon ; and 
laftly in the three brothers, John Penn, Thomas Penn, 
and Richard Penn, co-heirs in the fucceffion ; thefe bro- 
thcrs by a written agreement with lord Baltiniore pro- 
prietary of Maryland, their adjoining neighbour, 1732, 
fettled boundaries to be afterwards confirmed in torm of 
law ; but lord Baltimore receded and occafioned a tedious 
controverfy in chancery, as is abovfe related. 

John, the eldeft of the three brothers, died Oftober 28, 
1 746, a batchelor, and by will, Odober 24, 1 746, left 
his (hare to his fecond brother Thomas, with remainders, 
as is exprefied in the will. 

William Penn (fon to the firft proprietor) in Jaw called 
the father, f the firft proprietor, in law inftruments, was 
called the father) died at Liege, 1 720. 

1708-9, in January arrived papt. Gpokin, lieut. go- 
governor. 
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17175 M^y 30> arrives Sir William Keith, lieut. go- 
vernor. ^ 

1726, Major Gordon fuperfeded Sir William Keith. 

Major Gordon died in Oftober 1736, and Mr. Logan 
was in courfe prefident for a ftiort time ; but was foon 
fuperfeded by col, Thomas, a planter of Antigua ; Mr. 
X-ogandied much lamented Nov. 1751. After nine years 
government, col. Thomas refigned J747, and was Suc- 
ceeded by James Hamilton, Efqv-the- prefcnt lieut. go- 
vernor, fon of Andrew Hamiltoh, a poted lawyer in 
thefe parts. 

A medical Digrtssi6n 

Concerning the perfonal conftitutions of people born in 
Britifti North- America, of the endemial diftempers pre- 
valent there, and of their prefent medical pradice. 

As this digreflion will not be much read by ordinary 
capacities, where things cannot fo Well be exprefled in 
vernacular words, I take the liberty of ufing technical 
or profeflional le^preffions, and fome claffical phrafcs, 
and generally in 4 concife or aphorifticarioofe, but prac- 
tical manner. 

Their children or youth are mor^ forward ♦ or precoce 

than 

* It is obferved that in the Wcft-Iadics there are no boys, all be- 
ing either childrf n or men. 

Perhaps the moft noted inftance of forward nefs in a boy, is what 
Montagne of Gafcony in his efTays 15-^0 writes of himfclf; his fa- 
ther educated him in his childhood in the learned languages of Greek 
and Latin, in the fame routine that from nurfes we learn our ver- 
nacular or mother tongue : we had a remarkable inftance of fuch 
routines in Bofion ; aworthy Englifli gentleman, Richard Dalton, Efq; 
a great admirer of the Greek clafficksi becaufe of the tendernefs of 
his eyes, taught his negro boy Caefar to read to him dillinftly any 
Greek writer, without underftanding the meaning or interpretation. 
Montagne with much vanity and peculiar pedantry, fays, that Buchanan 
was afraid to accoft him when only 6 aet. in Latin, and thai Buchanan 
copied his inftrudtion or education of a child firom his education. Bu- 
chanan was a {nd rate mailer of the Latin claflicks, and preceptor 
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than in Great-Britain, 2. The virility of the men, and 
fecundity of their women, or child-bearing fcx, arc 
much the fame as in Great-Britain, their mother country. 
3. Their longevity falls much fliorter. 

The 

to king Jame$ VI. of Scotland ; m his travels in France, lieving of 
the fofwardnefs of this boy» he went to fee him. As Montaigne it 
si noted writer, I ihall for amnfement mention another inftance of 
his Gafcon pedantry ; that in 'his yoonger years he refolved not to 
enter into any matrimonial partnerQiip or contrad, not even with the 
goddefs of wifdom, but married set. 33. 

As the education of children, is not fufiiciently attended to in many 
of our colonies, I (hall here infert the beginning of an experiment 
of this nature. I delij^ in promoting of children in town and 
country ; accordingly I have in Boflon taken a promiiing boy entirely 
at my own charge of fabfUlence and education, under my fole di- 
le&ion, to form a pradical (not notional) fcheme of manafrement and 
education ob ovo, or rather ab utero, becanfe of fome difficulties I 
was prefent at the birth ; I did not allow him to be rocked in a cradle, 
fufpeding that concaffions might weaken his brain, and confequendy 
impair his judgment ; he never had diafcordium, mithridate, or other 
opiate, or ilronj^ drink, to compofe him to ileep ; a pernicious indolent 
practice of nur^s and old women, becaufe thereby convulfions may 
be induced, or the child rendered (lupid for life. 

To accommodate his organs of fpeech while flexible, and in the 
parrot or prattle period of fife, not only to the pronunciation of our 
£ngli(h or vernacular words, but alfo to the pronunciation of other 
languages ; before he was full five years of age, he did diftindly re- 
peat and pronounce th6 Lord*s prayer in the five languages ^miiliar 
to me, Greek, Latin, £ngli(h, French and Dutch : he did will ex- 
prefs and define many harfh and long foreign words, fuch as the Indian 
.names of fome ponds, rivers, and tribes in Qur neighbourhbod. 
Chabonamungagog, a large pond joining to Douglafs, Winipifiackit, 
a great pond or lake in the province of New-Hamp(hire, Papaconta-* 
quafb qr Millers river, whidi falls into Connedicut river on the eaft 
fide a little below North-field, Arowfaguntacook, a tribe pf French 
Abnaquie Indians called the miflion of St. Francis, on the fouth fide 
o Xanada river, Mifiilimakanack, a tribe of French Indians, between 
the great lakes Hnrons and Ilinois, Tatamaganahaw, a fmall tribe of 
Mikmake Indians of Nova- Scotia, in the bay Verte of the gulph of 
St. I au ence ; fome Dutch words, Achtentachententigh, eighty- 
eight, &c. fome Latin words, Honorificabilitudinitatibus, Honou- 
rablenefifes, &c, 

Inllead of the abftrufely profound catechifnfs, which prepolleroo/Iy 
are taught children, he is initiated in things and words which are 
eailly comprehended, and fubjeds of common converfation, fuch as, 

Qi What 
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The remote caufes or predifjbolitions to moft chro* 
nical diftempers are, |. Mala fl:amina vitas, z. Malm 

locu% 

Q^ Wlut is your name ? 

A. I am known by the name of WiUiam Douglafs. 

Q^ Where was yon born ? •' * 

A. In the town of Bofbn, in the province of MaiTachufetts-Bay, 
in the Britifli dominions of New-England in North- America. 

Q;^ When was you born ? 

A. i was bom July 25, 174; ; but how I was made« and how I 
came into the world, I have forgotten, and cannot tell. 

Q^ What is your religion ? 

A. A cathoUck chriSian proteftant; to fear God and keqp ho 
commandments, to honour and obey the civil government. 

Q^ What is God ? ^ 

A. The fupreme being, who created and manages the nniverfe, 
in fome manner inconceivable to us created beings. 

Q^ What is civil government ? 

A. The laws and cuftoms of the country I live in, as executed by 
certain appointed magiftrates. 

Q^ Why do you every feventh day go to a place of publick wor* 
fliip? 

A. Becaufe (as my grandmother tells roe,) one day in feven is by 
moft civil governments found requiflte to abftain from labour, for the 
refreihment of the labouring part of mankind and cattle. 

Q^ Why do you in ordinary attend the aflembly of Mr. Welfted 
and Gray ? 

A. Becaufe it is the neareft, and neighbours naturally join in their 
publick devotions ; thefe two minifters or paftors are exemplary in 
their lives, and agreeable in their publick difcourfes. 

(^ What fedtary of publick worfhip do you follow ? 

A. That of my father natural or adopting. My grandmother tells 
me^ that by law and cuftom I muft follow me example and precepts 
of my father till 2 1 set. or till aligned. 

We may obferve that of all animals, mankind attain to the greateft 
perfection of kAowlddge, but after the longeft time arrive to the full 
growth of body and mind : therefore as this boy is too exuberant in 
the growth of mind, I check or retard him by allowing him more 
play than Tchooling, that the impreffions may not be too flight or 
tranfitory ; and allow him to aflbciate with adive wild boys, not 
wicked or vicious, that by his puerile flow of fpirit, he may pradife 
adlivity of body and mind. The Dalrymples, a family in Scotland, 
noted for acutenefs, wifdom, and knowledge i allowed their boys ae 
a certain age to aiibciate with wild, but not wicked boys, and after 
fome time took them^u^to a regular fober education. 

At times I fend him to any tolerated place of publick worlhip, 
to prevent party, bigotry, and a narrow way of thinking. I hfk 

him 
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Ibciis, that is/ a'^'bad air and foil. 3. Indolence or in- 
iaffivity. 4. Intemperance. Concerning all thefe wc 
4hl3Al interfperfe fome aphorifms. 

During the time or period of iny praftice in New- 
England, we have had no donfiderable epidemicks ex- 
cepting fmali/pojfi, meaflea, and fome fpecies of putrid 
fevers . and dyfenteries ; the : varieties in our endemiaU 
were, from the viciffitudes of feafons and weather. To 
write a hiftory of epiderpick yearly conftitiitiohs, in 
Sydenham's manner, for a continued fi^cceflion of years, 
would be writing of a novel : our chronical ails, by the 
praftice of bur common phyficians, particularly by the 
^•outinc; indolent palliative repetitions of V. S. and opiates^ 
which fix all diftempers, and render their patients vale- 
tudinary and fhort-lived. Opiates and inebriating li- 
quors have the fame efFefts, they carry the peccant hu- 
mours to the nerves, from whence they are fcarce to be 
removed ; they are flow poifons, they enfeeble both body 
and mind, and produce mala ftamina i^ita^ in the 
progeny. 

As New-England lies in the leeward of the wefterly 
extended continent of North- America, the winds (being 
•generally wefterly) glading continuedly along this vaft 

him his natural remarks upon the different modes of worlhip, to make 
him obfervant ; I fhall give one inftance which I hope the candid 
reader will not judge* ludere cum facris, I have a great veneration for 
the church of England. In a common prayer day he went to a churcJi 
of England, when he came home he faid, that he obferved the mi- 
ni (ler come into the church in a black gown, and. retire into a clo- 
fct (the veftry) and copie out again with a clean fhirt over his gown. 
His grandmother as ufual afked him where the text was ; he faid that 
tie could not tell, becaufe every body preached promifcuouily ; men, 
4 women, and children (pake in publick (pieaning the refponfes) his 
grandmother told him that the qaaker fedary allow their women, 
(but no children) to Ipeak in publick, though contrary to St. Paul's 
adinonition. 

He is taught the hours of the day, the days of the week, the 
months ki the year, the mariner's compafs or corners of the wind ; 
the varieties of (hipping, fchooners. Hoops, brigantines, fnows, and 
fhips ', he reads th^ iign pofls, and news-papers. 

traft 
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traft of land much heated in fummer, and- much cooled 
or frozen in winter, occafion the country to Be much^ 
hotter in fummer, and much colder in winter, than in 
Great-Britain ; reciprocations, but not to extremes, are 
falutary to the conftitutions, where the tranfitions are 
gradual -, thus'we may obferve in nature ; that for the 
benefit of the earth's produce, there is a reciprocation of 
fummer and winter, day and night, &c. In countries 
where the/eafons are upon the extremes in fummer and 
winter, as in New-England, conftitutions do not wear 
well, analogous to the timber and plank of a ihip be- 
tween wind and water. Longevity appears moftly in 
ifland countries, where with a fmall latitucfe or va- 
riation the temperature of the air continues nearly the 
fame, 

I Ihall here infert.a few lines concerning the conftitu- 
tibn and medical praftice of our northern Indians. See 
vol. I. p.. 174. . . 

The Indians north of Canada river, the Efquimaux 
and Outawaways, are generally afF^.fted ^yith pforas, 
fcurvy, or itch ; from th? cold mtemperance of the cli- 
mate. As the Indian manner of life .is much more 
fimple than that of Europeans, they are not fubjedt tofo 
many various difeafes : their modern intemperance in 
drinking rum and other fpirits, kills more than all their 
other diftemperatures. 

The Indian food is from their hunting, fowling, and 
filhing ; their bread- kind is from mays or Indian corn,' 
phafeoli or kidney beans of feveral forts, tuberofe roots 
of feveral kinds, mafts or nuts of various forts, great va^ 
riety of foreft berries. 

The varieties of national conftitutions and habits are 
not eafily to be accounted for ; the American Indians, 
by keeping principally their feet warm, the Africa ne- 
groes by keeping their heads warm, without any regard 
to the reft of their body, preferve their health and 
ftrength. 

I The 
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The American aboriginal Indians naturally arc of weak 
conftitutionsj they are impubes & imberbes ; but by 
habit from their infancy, can fuffer hunger and wood 
damps* better than Europeans of ftronger conftitutions 2 
their natural temper is cruel and vindiftive. 

Their phyficians in ordinary are the pOwowers dergjr 
or conjurers, and fome old women. In their medical 
praftice they take no notice of pulfe or urine^ they do 
not ufe blood letting ; they chiefly ufe tradidonai herbs ; 
bliftering with punk or touchwood, and the blifters are 
conrerted into iflues 5 fweadng in hot houfes (an extem- 
porary kind of bagnio) and immediately thereupon im- 
merfion in cold water, this pra£tice has killed many of 
them in eruptive fevers. The American Indians art 
noted for their traditional knowledge of poifbnous herbs 
and antidotes ; but I do not find that our Indian venifici 
are fo expert in the venificium art, as the negroes of 
Africa, who give poifons^ which in various^ but certain 
periods, produce their mortal efiedts^ ibme fuddenlyi 
ibme after a number of months or y^art. 

They cure feveral poifons, for inlbnce^ the bite of that 
American viper called rattle-fnake or vipera caudifona^ 
by proper antidotes, before they produce their uiual dit 
mal efR6ls. f 

1 hope thefe medical obfervations may be of fome ufe 
to our colonies 5 as they are in my profeflional bufi* 
nefs, by fome they may be thought pedantick, by others 

-f* May we not hope, thtt in future times, fome epidemical con* 
tagions diftempers, fuch as the plague, fmall-pox, and the like, 
may be prevented or extinguiihed in feminio by proper antidotes : 
time produces furprifing diicoveries in nature, fuch as the various 
phenomena of magnetifm and eledricity ; in the fmall-pox the late 
improvement of conveying it by inoculation, is found more favour-^ 
able than the receiving of it the chance or natural way, as fruit 
from trees inoculated, furpaiFes natural fruit ; th s pradice of ino- 
culating for the fmall pox, was introduced in a very rafh indifcreet 
manner, and by weak men ; we may obferve that many of the 

i*uvantia or Ixdentia in medicine were difcovered or rather introduced 
>y rafh fools and madmen, inilance, Paracelfus's mercurial remedies. 

they 



Of PENSYLVANlAi ^gt 

they may be called a quackifh oftentatlon ; once for all, 
I declare, that I have no lucrative views, becaufe mihi 
tantum fuppetit viaticas quantum vias. 

I here infert fome remarks upon the medical prac«^ 
tice in our colonies; as no man's name is expreffed, 
and fome gentlemen pra&itioners of candour, probity, 
ingenuity, and good praftical knowledge are excepted^ 
thefe refle&ions may be taken in good pare without 
further apology. 

In our plantations, a praf&ioner, bold, rafh, impu- 
dent, a lyar, bafely bom and educated, has much thd 
advantage of an honeft, cautious, modeft gentleman^ 
In general, the phyfical pradice in our colonies is Co 
pemicioully bad, that excepting in furgery, and fome 
very acute cafes, it is better to let nature under a 
proper regimen take her courfe (naturse morborum 
curatrices ) than to truft to the honefty and fagacity of 
the practitioner ; our American pradtitioners are fo rafh 
and officious, the faying in the apocrjrpha, Ecclefiafticus 
xxxviii. 15. may with much propriety be applied to them* 
•' He that finneth before his maker, let him fall into the 
•' hands of the phyfician.** Frequently there is more dan-^ 
ger from the phyiician, than from the diftemper; a 
country where the medical praftice is very irregular, is a 
good fchool to learn the Isedentia, a good article in prac* 
tice ; but fometimes notwithftanding of male practice, na- 
ture gets the tfctter of the do&or, and the patient recovers^ 

Our pra^tioners deal much in quackery, * and 

quackifh 

* I (ball mention one remarkable inftance of colony quackeryi 
adverdfed in the New- York gazette, December 16^ > 751 • ''In July * 
** 1 7 5 1 9 was committed to the care of do^r Peter Billing, an expe-^ 
** rienced phyfician, and man mid-wife, and formerly in the king'^a 
** fervice, the mod extraordinary and remarkable cafe that ever was 
*' performed in the world, upon one Mrs. Mary Smith, iingle woman, 
** filler to capt. Arthur Smith, on James river, in the county oC 
** Surry in Virginia, ast. 46 ; flie had been upwards of 1 8 years out 
** of her fenfes, (mofl of the time raving mad) eat her own excre- 
** ments, and was compleatly cured by him in two months, contrary to 

"the 
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quackifli medicines, as' requiring no labour of thought or 
compofition, and highly recommended in the London 
quack bills (in which all the reading of many of our 
pradtitioners confifts) inadvertently encouraged by patents 
for the benefit of certain fees to fortie offices, but to the 
very great damage of the fubjeft. How difmal is it to ob- 
ferve fome apothecaries fhops wainfcotted or papered 
with advertifcments, recommending quack medicines for 
''the profit of the fliop, but deftru6tion of their neigh- 
bours ? this is vending of poifqns for gain. 
■' In the mofl: trifling cafes they ufe a routine of praftice; 
when I firft arrived in New-England, I afked G. P. a 
noted facetious praftitioner, what was their geneftil 
method of prafticej . he told me their praftice wa^very 
uniform, bleeding, vomiting, bliftering, purging, ano-». 
dyne, &c. if the illriefs continued, there was repetendij 
and finally murderandi, nature was never to be corifulKd, 
or allowed to have any concern* in the affair. What 
Sydenham well obfervcs, is the cafe with our pradlitioners ; 
aeger nimia medici diligentia ad plures migrat. 

Blood-letting and anodynes are the principal tools of 
our praftiti oners, thefe palliate any diftemper for a fhort 
time ; while at the fame time they confound the inten- 
tions of nature, and fix the malady ; they follow Syden- 
ham too much in giving paregoricks, after catharticks, 
which is playing faft and loofe. 

** the opinion of all ^hat knew her, no doftor in the province darirtg 
*' to undertake her. N.-B. ' J *he contagious diftemper fo frequently 
'* happening to the bold adventurers in the wars of Venus, when re- 
** cent, will be cured by him for three piiloles in hand, though the 
*• common price is £ve pound all over North -America. And all 
'* otjier cafes curable in phyfick a -id furgery. proportion <(ble accord- 
•• ingto the circumftances of people." He has aJfo other matters to 
poblifh, particularly an elegant medicine to prevent the yellow fever, 
and dry gripes in the Wert-Jndies; this is incomparable, if we ex- 
cept a quack advertifement pub*i;hed in Jamaica (immediately after 
the laft great eanhquake) of pills to prevent perfons or their effecls 
fuffcrin^ by earthquakes. 

SECT- 
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SECTION XV. 

Concerning the Province of 

MARYLAND. 

ALthough recapitulations or repetitions are reckoned ' 
tedious and not elegant ; I find that our feftions or 
colonies may be more agreeably introduced by fome ge- 
" neral accounts or tranfaftions with a little variation, than 
' •by an abrupt entrance into the colony affairs. 
'. ' The Cabots of Venetian extraft obtained 1495, a patent 
from king Henry VII. of England, of all lands to be by 
them difcovered weft of Europe, as to property ; with a 
refervation of a certain royal perquifite 5 this king under- 
flood perquifites; the father John, and afterwards the 
fon Sebaftian, fitted out from Briftol 5 in thdr firft voyage 
upon the difcovery of a N. W. paflage to China, and the 
Eaft-Indies, being obftrudted by the ice, the failors mu- 
tinied and returned to England, without effeding any 
thing of confequence. 

Anno 1498, Sebaftian ranged the continent of North- 
America from 40 d. to 67 d. N. lat. and at feveral 
places took a nominal occupancy from difcovery, with- 
out making any fettlement ; thus notwithflanding of the 
difcoveries, 2fft had no pofleflion for near a century of 
years. 

Sir Walter "Raleigh, a noted difcovery projeftor, fee 
vol. I. p. Ill, anno 1584, March 25, obtained of 
queen Elizabeth a patent for difcoveries and fettlemcnts 
in America ; Upon the return of the veflels of the firft 
adventure, in hoilour to the virgin queen Elizabeth, 
the name of Virginia in general was given to the North 
part of the continent fo far as the gulph of St. Laurence 
north, to Florida fouth. In procefs of time the French 
Vol. II, A a tc^Si^ 
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made fomc fmall fettlements in the north ports of North- 
America, and called them Nova Francia, or Nouvellc 
France; at this time known by the name of L*Ac- 
cadia, (Nova- Scotia) and Canada. The Swedes, Fins 
and Dutch introduced by Hudfon, made fettlements upon 
Hudfon^s or Rord rivier, and Delaware or Zoyd rivier, 
and called it Nova-Belgia or New-Netherlands. Thus in 
the beginning of the laft century the eaftern coaft of 
North- America was divided into, i. Nova-Francia, 
2. North-Virginia, comprehending the colonies of Nova- 
Scotia and New-England. 3. Nova-Bclgia or New-Ne- 
therlands, at prefent known by the names of New-York, 
New- Jerfies, and Penfylvania. 4. South- Virginia, which 
does comprehend Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina,. 
South-Carolina, and Georgia. •: 

Upon the new difcoveries, many feparate grants of 
diftrids were made to private proprietors ; but afterwaids 
for the regularity and eafe of jurifdiftion,^ the crown af- 
fumed the jurifdidlions, and reduced them to more con- 
venient models of government. 

Maryland is properly a fprout from Virginia,, therefore 
the conneftion of this fettlement with the firft difcoveries 
muft be referred to the fedion of Virginia 5 here we (hall 
only obfervc how and when it did fprout. See vol. I. p. 
288, the Newfoundland fedbon. 

Towards the end of king James I. reign^ Sir George 
Calvert principal fecretary of (late,, afterwards lord Bal- 
timore, obtained a patent for fome fifhing harbours in 
Newfoundland ; by reafon of the civil troubles in Eng- 
land, thefe fettlements were di&ontinued ; being a zea- 
lous Roman catholick, with other diflcntiijg zealots of 
various fedtaries, he left England and retired to Virginia r 
as the Virginians were generally bigots to the church 
of England feftary, they did not ufe him fo well as he 
expected ; and as the Virginians had not fettled fur- 
ther north than Potomack river, lord Baltimore went 
home and obtained from king Charles I. a grant of all the 
lands from the mouth of Potomack river in about 38 d 
10 m. N. to the Swede and Finland fettlements, which were 

• reckoned 
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reckoned to ihe bottom of Chefapeak bay, in about the 
latitude of 39 d 45 m. or 15 Englilh miles fouth of Phi- 
ladelphia parallel ; the acccfufit of the controverfies con- 
cerning the boundaries between the properties and jurif* 
didions of Maryland and Penfylvania, we refer back to 
the fedion of Penfylvania. 

The banditti Dutch, Swedes, and Fins, were prior to 
the Englifh in their feitlements upon Delaware river and 
weftward inland. Upon a new royal regulation in Virgi- 
nia, feveral families went over from England to fettle there, 
amongft thofe were lord Baltimore, a rigid Roman catho- 
lick 5 for the advantage of a more free exercife of his re- 
ligion, he retired thither ; but being ill ufed by the church 
of England fedlary, and finding that the humour of pe- 
titioning for large trafts of land was encouraged by the 
court at home, and that the Virginia fettlers had not ex- 
tended further north than Potomack river, lord Baltimore 
petitioned for a grant of vacant lands from north of Po- 
tomack river to the Swedifh and Finlanders fettlements 
between the bottom of Chefapeak bay andDelaware river, 
and obtained the promife of a grant for the ikme ; but 
dying foon, his fon and heir obtained the patent, dated 
June 20, 1632; that part of the patent which regards 
the boundaries, in the Englifh tranflation from the origi- 
nal Latin inftrument runs thus. *' Know ye therefore that 
we, favouring the pious and noble purpoles of the faid 
baron of Baltimore, of our fpecial grace, certain know- 
ledge, and mere motion, have given, granted, and con- 
** firmed, and by this our prefent charter for us our heirs 
** and fucccflbrs do give, grant and confirm unto Cecilius 
*' now baron of Baltimore, his heirs and afligns, all tha? 
" part of a peqinfula lying in the parts of America, be- 
*' tween the ocean on the eafl, and the bay or gu)ph of 
** Chefapeak on the weft, and divided from the other part 
'* thereof by a right line drawn from the promontory oi; 
** cape of land called Watkins-point (fltuate in the afore- 
*' faid bay or gulph near the river of Wighco) on the weft, 
** unto the main ocean on the eaft^ and between that bounds 
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on the fouth as far as to the aeftuary of Delaware on the 
north, where it is fituate to the 40th d. of northern la* 
titude from the equinoftial where New-England ends, 
and all that traft of land within the bounds underwritten, 
viz. pafling by the aforefaid aeftuary called Delaware- 
Bay in a right line, by the degree aforefaid, unto the 
true meridian of the firft fountain of the river Potomack, 
and from thence tending or pafling toward the fouth to 
the further bank of the faid river, and following the 
weft and fouth fide thereof unto a certain place called 
Cinquack, fituate near the mouth of faid river where it 
falls into the aforefaid bay or gulph of Chefapeak, and 
from thence by the (horteft line that can be drawn «nto 
the aforefaid promontory or place called Watkins-point. 
So that all the traft of land divided by the line afore- 
faid drawn between the main ocean and Watkins-point, 
unto the promontory called Cape-Charles, and all its 
appurtenances, do remain intirely excepted to us, our 
heirs and fucceflfors for ever. We do alfo grant and 
confirm unto the faid now lord Baltimore, his heirs and 
afligns, all lands and iflets within the limits aforefaid, 
and all and fingular the iflands and iflets which are or 
fliall be in the ocean within ten leagues from the eaftern 
fliore of the faid country towards the eaft, &c." Lord 
Baltimore called it Maryland, from the name of the queea 
con fort. 

For the north bounds of this province, fee the Pen- 
fylvania feftion, vol II. p. 308, being a parallel of fifteen 
Englifli miles fouth of the fouthermoft part of the 
city of Philadelphia in about lat. 39 d. 45 m. Its eaft 
line is the weft line of the three lower counties of Pen- 
fylvania, already delineated, to cape Henlopen, and from 
cape Henlopen by the ocean to a parallel or eaft and 
weft line drawn from Watkins-point near Wighco river 
in Chefapeak bay in about the lat. of 38 d. 10 m: 
its fouthern bound is this parallel on the eaft fide of 
Chefapeak bay, and further on the weft fide of faid bay 
up Potomack river as the river runsis here are feme 

difputcs 
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difpiites with lord Fairfax, proprietor of the north neck 
of Virginia : its vaft line is a fmali opening htetween the 
properties of the Penns and of lord Fairfax as fettled by 
treaty with the Six nations of Indians known by the name 
of Mohawks, June 29, 1744, at Lancafter in Penfyl- 
vania, viz. that the boundaries fhall be at two miles 
above the uppermoft falls of Potomack river, and run 
from thence in a north line tq the fouth bounds of Penfyl- 
vania, and the Indians gave a quit-claim to all the lands 
in Maryland eaft of that line for the confideration of 300 1. 
currency paid to them by Maryland. 

Virginia and Maryland are an open country with many 
navigable rivers and creeks, without any battery de- 
fencc, and the inhabitants much difperfed ; therefore 
much expofed to the incurfions and depredations of enemy 
arnted veflels ; fcarce any towns, general harbours and 
barcadier$ ; becaufe moft planters or traders have navi- 
gable barcadiers of their own; after fome time there 
tauft be general barcadiers at the falls of the feveral 
rivers for the benefit of thp inland country. 

Upon the grant and patent 1632, lord Baltimore had 
a defign to go to Maryland in perfon, but altered his mind 
and appointed his brother Leonard Calvert, Efq; to go 
governor in his dead, and joined Jeremy Hawley, Efq; 
and Thomas Cornwallis, Efq; iq the commiflion. The firft 
<:olony confided of about 200 perfons, fent by his lord- 
Ihip in the autumn 1633 ; they were chiefly gentlemen of 
good families and Roman catholicks; the principal were, 

Leonard Calvert, governor. 

Jeremy Hawley, Efq; ^ Afliftants 

Thomas Cornwallis, Efq; J AllUtants. 



George Calvert, brother to 

the governor, 
Richard Gerrard, Efq; 
Edward Winter, Efqj 
Frederick Winter, Efq; 
Henry Wifeman, Efq; 
Mr. John Sanders, 
Mr. John Baxter^ 



Nf r. Edward Cranfield, 
Mr. Henry Green, 
Mr. Nicholas Fairfax, 
Mr. Thomas Dorrel, 
Mr. John Medcalfe, 
Mr. William Saire, 
Capt. John Hill. . 

Aa 3 They 
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They failed from Cowes in the ifle of Wight, Nov^cmhcr 
22, 1632; after touching at Barbadocs, and St. Chrifto- 
phers, arrived in Virginia, February 24th following, and 
3d of March arrived in Potomack river •, after ranging 
the country about Potomack river, they at laft fettled 
with the confent of the Indians, at the Indian town called 
Tamaco at the mouth of the river, to which they gave 
the name of St. Mary's. It is faid that in the firft two 
years this fcttlement of a colony coft lord Baltimore 
about -40,0001. fieri, by bringing over people, pro* 
vifions, and other ftores. 

During the civil wars in England, lord Baltimore was 
deprived of the government or jurifdiftion of Maryland. 
About the reftoration 166 1, Charles lord Baltimore, fcn 
of Cecilius, obtained a confirmation of the grant 1632, 
and made feveral voyages thither, but the proprietor be-r 
ing a Roman catholick, the crown retained the jurifdic- 
tion, and appointed the governor and all other civil of- 
ficers : the prefent proprietor is a proteftant, and enjoys 
both government or jurifdidion and property. 

In the trading road by Harris's ferry on Scfquahanna 
river, the breadth of Maryland from Penfylvania boundary 
line to Potomack river does not exceed 8 miles, but 
higher it is laid to widen again. N. B, Paxton on Set 
cjuahanna river, is die trading place in this road. 

The lords Baltimore referve in each county fome 
tnannors not granted, a$ the Penns do in Penfylvania, 
and as proprietors of large trafts of land in New- England 
referve fome part to themfelves, when they fell oflT par- 
cels ; thefe parcels when improved, rife the value of the 
refcrved lands. 

Maryland was fo called from K. Charles I. queen 
Henrietta Maria, a daughter of France -, it was held of 
the crown in common foccage as of his majefty's 
honour of Windfor, paying yearly two Indian arrows 
to the caflle of Windfor when demanded. By an aft 
of aflembly for liberty of confcience to all perfons 
who profcfs chriftianity, proteftant difienters, as well as 

Roman 
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Roman catholicks, were induced ^o fettle there. The prior 
fettlement of Virginia was of great advantage to the fet- 
tling of the colony of Maryland, in fupplying them with 
fundry neceflaries. 

In Maryland and Virginia, the publick rates or taxes 
for province, county, and parifli, are called levies : it is 
a capitation or poll tax, upon all tytheables, that is, upon 
all males of whites, and upon all negroes, males and fe- 
males, of 1 6 aet. and upwards to 60 aet. 

In Maryland the tax is generally from 901b. to 120 
wt. of tobacco, according to exigencies, per ann. for 
«ach poll, whereof 40 wt. to the reftor of the parifh 5 
the reft is for the poors rate, affemblymen's wages, &c. 
The clergymen of Maryland are upon the moft profitable 
lay of all our plantation clergy ; they are not con- 
fined to a fixed lalary (in Virginia the parifli minifters 
are. fixed to 16,000 lb. wt. of tobacco per ann. falary) 
but in this growing country as they are paid in pro- 
portion to the number of taxables, the more that the 
colony increafes in people, the larger is their income, 
until the pariflies become fo large as to require to be 
fubdivided : there are at prefent near 40,000 taxables in 
Maryland. 

In Maryland the aflembly at times fixes produce at 
a certain price as a legal tender for the year ; for in- 
ftance, anno 1732, tobacco was firtd at i d. per lb. wt. 
Indian corn at 20 d. per bufliel, wheat at 3 s, and 4d. per 
bufliel, pork 2d. per lb, wt. Quit-rents and kingV 
duties were excepted, and were payable in proclamation 
money, 6 s. per heavy piece of eight, now called a 
Spanifli dollar. 

The people of Maryland have been happy, in not 
being expofed to the incurfions and rapines of the 
outland Indians ; they are covered by the neighbouring 
provinces ; their opening between the provinces of Vir- 
ginia and Penfylvania is very fmall. Anno 1677, the 
J/idians at war with Virginia, by miftake committed 

A a 4 fome 
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fome outrages in Maryland. A few years fince, tiic 
Indians upon referved lands, principally in the countj 
of Dorchefter, caft of Chefapeak bay, upon fome difguit 
feemed to be mutinous, but being fenfible of their own 
inability, that humour foon fubfided. Therefore we can 
have no article of their wars with the French, Spaniards, 
and Indians. 

The hiftory of the viciflitudes in grants and confe- 
quential governments or jurifdiftions is of permanent ufe; 
but the provincial or municipal afts as to divifionsof 
diltrifts and counties, are variable and fludluating ac- 
cording to the humours of the aflembly men. During 
the civil wars, the Baltimore family were deprived of 
their jurildiftion in Maryland; after the reftoration 1661,. 
they obtained a confirmation of their royal patent, but 
the proprietor being a Roman catholick, the court of 
England appointed the governor and other civil officers. 
Upon the revolution, the crown or court of England 
retained the jurifdiftion of the province of Maryland. 
The prefent lord Baltimore is of the proteftant denomina- 
tion, and is vefted in the jurifdiftion aiB well as property 
of Maryland. 

Into Maryland and Virginia are imported about 4000 
.,.-negroe flaves per ann. fome planters have 500 flaves-, 
col. Carter of Virginia is faid to have had 900, and Mr. 
Bennet of Maryland 1300 at one time. A peck of 
Indian corn and fome fait is their weekly allowance of 
provifion for each negro; they are reckoned to raife 
1000 lb. wt. of tobacco befides fome barrek of corn per 
head, 6000 tobacco plants arq reckoned to yield icoolb. 
wt. of tobacco. The planters by aft of aflTcmbly in Vir- 
^ginia and Maryland, are mhibited from planting more 
than 6000 plants of tobacco per negro. 

It is reckoned, there may be 300 to 400 felons or 
miicreants imported yearly to Maryland from England; 
this importation of vile levies is fufficient to corrupt 

any 
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any plantation fettlement or improvement ; it is expedt- 
cd tbat the government at home are contriving a more 
lalutary method of punifhing fome criminals, than by 
fowing them in the colonies. 

As the colonies or provinces of Virginia and Maryland 
lie in the fame long bay of Chefapeak, we cannot avoid 
giving a joint account of them upon fome occafions, prin- 
cipally with regard to their trade and navigatiqn. 

Rivers and mountains. 

The gradual foundings in the ocean before veflels 
enter Chefapeak bay, render the navigation of Virginia 
and Maryland very fafe ; by the many navigalDle rivers, 
■±)ays and creeks, which communicate with the great bay, 
the. water carriage is very commodious. This fine bay 
reaches from cape Henry at its entrance in about 37 d. 
lat. to the bottom of the bay where it receives the 
river Sefquahanna in about 39 d. 45 m. lat. Virginia 
lies upon this bay from cape Henry in lat. 37, to the 
mouth of Potomack river, which divides Virginia from 
Maryland in lat. 38. Maryland lies upon the other part 
of this long bay. 

' Upon the ealt fide of this great bay are many fmall 
bays, creeks, and rivers, but of fhort courfe, becaufc 
the neck of land between this bay and the ocean is * 
narrow ; in the Virginia part^ there are no rivers -, in 
the Maryland part there are leveral fhort navigable ri- 
vers, which generally and naturally ferve as boundaries 
of counties, viz. Pokomokc, Witomoco, Nanticoke, 
Chaptank, Wye, Chefter, Safaphras, Elke, and north 
caft rivers. 

Upon the weft fide of this long bay are many long 
navigable beautiful rivers ; in the Virginia part are 
James river, York river, Rapahanock rivet*, and the 
fouth fide of Potomack river; by thefe the weftern 
fhore of Virginia is divided into four necks of land ; 

the 
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the property of three of thefe necks is in the crown •, 
the property of the northern neck is in lord Fairfax, 
who married the heirefs of lord Colpeppcr, as fhall be re- 
lated more at large in the fedtipn of Virginia; in tht 
Maryland part are the north fide of Potomack river, 
Pataxen river. South river, Severn river, Patapfco river. 
Gunpowder river. 

The two capes of Virginia which make the entrance 
of the bay, are about 20 miles diftant, and were called 
by capt. Smith, Henry and Charles, the names of king 
James I. two fons ; the direft courfc of the bay is N. by 
W. and S. by E. From Bahama landings at the bottom 
of the bay to Newcaftle on Delaware river, are 30 miles 
jgood travelling. 

Sefquahanna river, as we mentioned in the feftion of 
Penfylvania, comes from fmall ponds a little fouth of 
Mohawks river in the province of New- York, erodes the 
province of Penfylvania, and falls into the bottom of 
Chefapcak bay in the northern parts of Maryland. 

The other great rivers of Virginia and Maryland all 
lie W. fide of the bay ; only James river and Potomack 
river reach the great Apolacian mountains, called the 
Blue hills. In Virginia and Maryland the tides are very 
fmall. 

Maryland and Virginia are flat countries, excepting 
the Apolacian great mountains to the weftward, which 
Jbegin in the province of Penfylvania, and run 900 miles 
S. W. at about 150 or 200 miles diftance from the 
eaftern fhore of the Atlantic ocean, and terminate in 
the bay of Apolaxy near Penfacola, in the gulph of 
Mexico. Col. Spotiwood, lieut. governor of Virginia, 
yras the fir ft wjio paflTed the Apolacian mountains, or 
great Blue hills, and the gentlemen his attendants 
were called knights of the horfe-fhoe, having difcovered 
a hprfe-pafs. At prefent there are two pafles crds 
ihefe mountains ; the north pafs is in Spotfylvania, the 
fouth pafs is near Brunfwick. Some rivers have been 
.difcovered on thp weft fide of the Apolapian moun- 
tains, 
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tains, .which fall into the river Ohio, which falls into the 
river Miffiffippi below the river Ilinois. 

For fome further account of the Apolacian mountains, 
fee the feftion of Penfylvania, vol. II. p. 313. The 
Irifli who had made fettlements in the weftern parts of 
Penfylvania, are exceeded by the Germans of late years 
imported into Penfylvania; thefe Germans by a fupe- 
rior induftry and frugality (notwithftanding of the north 
of Ireland proteftants being noted for induftry and fru- 
gality) have purchafed moft of the Irifli fectlcments 
there, and the Irilh move further into Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and North-Carolina, along the foot of the Apo- 
Jacian mountains, where the land is good and very 
promifing, being the wafti^ of thefe hills and moun- 
tains : the Indian traders travel this road, to head 
many of the rivers ; here are feveral congregations of 
Irifh prefbyterians, to be dcfcribed in the fedlion of 
Virginia. 

The alarum lift, and the training militia, are nearly in 
the fame manner, and under the fame regulations as in 
the colonies already mentioned. 

As to the numbers of white and black people in the 
province, we may make fome cftimate from the polls of 
taxables as found 1 734 upon an exadi: fcrutiny, when every 
taxable was allowed 30 s. out of a large emiffion of paper 
currency ; they were at that time about 36,000 perfons 
of white men 16 aet. and upwards, and blacks men and 
women from 1 6 aet. to 60 set. perhaps at prefent the tax- 
ables may be about 40,000. 

The proprietor's quit-rents are 2 s. fterl. per ann. fpr 
every 100 acres, he in time patented vacant lands at 4 s, 
per 100 acres ; lately he has endeavoured to let vacanf 
lands at 10 s. quit-rent per 100 acres, but it did not 
take ; he manages the patenting of lands, and col- 
Jefting of the quit- rents, by agents. Not many years 
fincc, the^affembly, with confent of the lord proprietor^ 
by way of experiment, during the term of the three 
years, granted their proprietor in lieu pf quit-rents, 

a revenue 
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a revenue of 3 s. 6d. fieri, duty per hogfhead of tobacco, 
to be paid by the merchant or fhipper ; thus the planters 
or affembly to eafe themfelves, laid the burthen upon 
trade; this amounted to about 5000 1. fterl. per ann. 
but upon the expiration of the three years, this projec- 
tion was dropped, and the proprietor found it more for 
his intereft to revert to the revenue arifing from his quit- 
rents. 

The governor's allowance of falary is as per agreement 
with the proprietor. The council are paid by the coun- 
try 180 lb. tobacco per diem, which is much grumbled 
at, becaufe they are of his appointment, and his crea^ 
tures. The reprefentatives arc paid by the country, or 
publick revenue, 160 lb. tobacco per diem. 

The proprietor has feveral refcrved good manners ia 
many parts of the province, which he lets to farm.. By' 
his patent the proprietor is not obliged to tranfmic the* 
provincial laws home for approbation. 

Anno 1 704, the affembly laid a duty of 2 s. per hogf- 
head tobacco, one half to the proprietor, the other half 
toward the charges of the government. 

There is an impoft upon negro flaves of 20 s. fterl. 
and 20 s. currency. 

As in other Britifh colonies, they have diftinft pro- 
Tince, county, and parifh rates or taxes. The pro- 
vincial taxes arc polls of taxables at 90 lb. of to- 
bacco per head or upwards, according to exigencies ; 
upon the Cuba or Spanifli Weft-India expedition, it was 
1 20 lb. impoft upon fervants, flaves, and liquors, ex- 
cife^ &c. 

Currencies. The principal currency of Maryland and 
Virginia is tobacco per lb. or hundred weight, as 'it is 
ftated from time to time by afts of affembly, or tacit ge- 
neral conlent of the people. In Maryland, before 1734, 
the currency was reckoned at 'proclamation value, 6 s. 
per heavy piece of eight -, but that*^ year the aflembly 
went into the iniquitous fcheme of paper currency, 
which fraudulently had been praftifcd in many of cur 

colonics i 
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colonies ; they emitted 90,000 1. in bills of publick cre- 
dit, whereof 30 s. to every taxable, being 36,000 tax- 
ables, is 54,000!. the remaining 36,000, was to build a 
governor's houfe, and to be let upon loan : the fund for 
calling in thefe bills of publick credit was a duty upon 
liquors, &c. to be paid in fterling, and lodged in the 
bank of England ; all thefe bills to be cancelled in the 
Ipace of thirty years. Thefe bills were not (by the aft 
of aflembly) receivable in the proprietor's quit-rents, and 
fundry publick fees, becaufe an enfuing depreciation was 
obvious to people of forefight ; and accordingly from 
thirty-three and three quarters difference of exchange 
with London, it gradually did rife to one hundred and 
fifty difference. Anno 1 740, the Penfylvania 8 s. was 
equal to 1 2 s. Maryland ; but as the fund for cancelling 
thefe bills of credit was regularly tranfmitted to the bank 
of England, they gradually recovered their value, and 
anno 1748, 200 Maryland was equal to 100 fieri. 

The firft period for calling in and cancelling one third 
of thefe bills was in September 1 748 ; and by aft of af- 
fembly there was allowed from September 29, 1748, to 
March 29, 1749* to bring in all the bills to be burnt ; 
accordingly of the 90,000 1. 83,962 1. 16 s. were 
brought in (the remaining 6000 1. was fuppofed to be 
annihilated by being torn, loft, &c.) and burnt, the pof- 
feflbrs were paid one third in bills of exchange upon the 
bank of England, and two thirds in new bills ; after 16 
years more, the poffeflbrs of the two thirds will receive 
15 s. fterl. for every 20 s. currency. 

Courts, leglflative and executive. 

The firft fettlement was at St. Mary's, near the mouths 
of Potomack river ; the legiflative court or general af- 
fembly, and the provincial fupreme court of judicature, 
were kept there many years ;. but anno 1699, for the 
better conveniency of the whole province, they were re- 
moved to Annapolis at the mouth of the river Severn, ^s 
being nearly the center of the province. 

I At 
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At firft the province was divided into ten counties, 
being five each fide of the great bay. 

St. Mary's, T Somerfet, 

Charles, i Dorchefter, 

Calvert, > weft fide. Talbot, } eaft fide. 

Anne Arundel, i Kent, 

Baltimore, J Cecil, 

Anno 1695, Prince George, an additional county, was 
conftituted on the weft fide of the bay, and ail the 
counties were diyided into thirty pariflies. 

At prefent 1752, the province of Maryland is divided 
into fourteen counties, that is, feven counties each firfe 
of the great bay. 



St. Mary's, 




Worcefter, 


Calvert, 




Somerfet, 


Prince George, 




Dorchefter, 


Charles, 


►weft fide. 


Talbot, 


Anne Arundel, 




Q^ Anne's, 


Baltimore, 




Kent, 


Frederick, 




Cecil, 



ycz& fide. 



Formerly in Maryland, the, aflfembly, or legiflativc 
lower houfe (the council is called the upper houfe of af- 
fembly) was triennial ; at prefent they are called, ad- 
journed, prorogued, and diflblved at the governor's plca- 
fure ; the reprefentatives are called the lower houfe of 
aflembly. 

In the government of Maryland, there are four nega- 
tives in the legiflature, viz. thcjower houfe or houfe of 
reprefentatives where all bills for afts do originate, the 
governor's council, the governor, and lord proprietor. 

Of the four negatives in the legiflature, the pro- 
prietor may be laid to have three, viz. the proprietor's 
own negative, that of his governor or deputy, and that 
of the council nominated by himfelf. 

The complement of the council is twelve, appointed 
by the governor general, principal, or proprietor; but 
paid by the province, 1 80 lb. tobacco per diem. 

The 
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The lower houfe of aflcmbly, or houfe of rcprefcnta- 
tives, confifts of four from each of the prefcnt 14 coun- 
ties, and two from the metropolis or provincial town of 
Annapolis, paid 160 lb. tobacco per diem. 

With regard to the executive courts, we may begin 
with the parilh veftries, who not only manage the af- 
fairs of the parilh church, but alfo maqage the prudential 
matters of the diftrid, as the feled men, fo called in 
New-England, manage their townfliip affairs ; they arc 
alfo aflfeflbrs of rates or taxes. In each parilh they are 
12 in number for life, and upon a dcnufe, the furvivors 
fupply the vacancies after the manner of Uraedfcbap, of 
the towns in Holland. 

The county courts in Maryland arc held in the months 
of March, June, Auguft, and November j at prefent 
they are as follows, 

f Dorcheftcr CO. 
2d tuefday of ^ Cecil 
faid mon. in | Anne Arundel 

(.Charles 

raid mon. .n J g^^^^ \ fed mon. m ^ p^^^,^g 

In the months of April and September, there is a cir- 
cuit court of affizes for trying titles of land, and of 
criminal cafes : one diftindt court each fide of the bay 
confifling of a chief judge, an afTiflant judge,^ and 
proper juries, who fit in the refpeftive county court 
houfes. 

From the county courts, there is appeal to the pro- 
vincial court of Annapolis^ which is held 3d Tuefday of 
May, and 3d Tuefday of Odtober, in perfonal debts of 
50 1. or upwards. 

In the city of Annapolis are held quarterly mayors 
courts, viz. lafl Tuefday in January, April, July, and 
Odtobcr. 

From the provincial courts, held at Annapolis, there 
is allowed an appeal, in cafes of 300 1. fiterl. value 

or 



5 Talbot CO. 
Baltimore 
St. Mary's 
Worcefter 
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or upwards, to the king in council ; the appeal is firil 
brought under tht deliberation (this is a regulation for all 
the colonies) of a committee of council called the lords of 
appeals, and from thence reported to the king in council 
for a final determination. 

The commiflary, a place of about loool. per ann. is 
not a fuperintendant of the clergy; he is a judge concern- 
ing the probate of wills, granting of admimftrations, and 
the like. . ... 

The lieuL governor is chancellor, he grants licences 
for marrying, which are given out or fold at 25 s. by a 
niinifter or parfon in each county, whereof 20 s. to the 
governor, and 5 s. to this parfon ; he has fees for the 
great feal of the province, and fundry other perquifites ; 
the falary allowed him by the proprietor is per agree- 
ment and feldom known ; the country generally gives 
three half-pence per hogftiead tobacco exported. 

The court of vice admiralty is of the fame nature as 
in the colonies already defcribed ; as is alfo 

The judiciary court of admiralty for trying cafes of 
piracy, robbery, and other felonies committed on the 
high feas, ap^inted by a commilEon from queen Anne, 
purfuant to an a£t of parliament, 11 & 12 Gul. caliedan 
adt for the more efFedlual fuppreffion of piracy. 

; The proprietors and deputy governors. 

We have already hinted, vol. II. p. 355, that Sir Geoi^ 
Calvert, afterwards lord Baltimore, obtained from king 
Charles I. a promife of a grant of thefe lands now called 
Maryland ; and afterwards his fon Cecilius lorfi Baltimore 
had a royal patent for the fame, 1632- 

During the civil wars in England, and the ufurpation 
of Oliver Cromwell, the concerns of the Baltimore family 
in Maryland lay dormant, the family being bigotted Ro- 
man catholicks. Soon after king Charles II. reftoration, 
1 66 r, Charles lord Baltimore, fon of Cecilius, obtained a 
royal confirmation of the 1632 grant -, he went to Mary- 
land, and continued there fome time. 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding of the Baltimore family bemg rigid 
Roman catholick zealots, K. James II.' fuperfeded their 
jurifdidion there j the fcheme of the Englifli court at 
that time was, to reduce all proprietary and charter go* 
vernments to the jurifdi&ion of die crown. 

After the revolution of K. William III. the Baltimore 
family had better ufage, and at prefent they are become 
good proteftant fubjeds j for the fucceffion of the lords 
Baltimore, fee vol. II. p. 309. Charles lord Baltimore, 
member of the Britifli parliament for the county of Sur- 
fcy, diedin April 1751, and was fucceeded by his fon 
Frederick lord Baltimore. 

Upon the revolution, Sir Edmond Andros was apr 
pointed governor of Maryland, and was fuperfeded by col. 
Nicholfon: Andros died in Lond. 1 714, in a great age. 

Col. Nat. Blackifton, fucceeded col. Nicholfon. * 

Col. Blackifton was fucceeded by col. William Sey- 
mour 1 704 : Seymour put into Barbadoes by ftrefs of 
weather, and had an eight months voyage. 

Col. Corbet fucceeded as lieut. governor in place of 
col. Seymour. 

Col. Hunt arrives lieut. governor 17 14, and upon K, 
, George's accefllon he was continued governor. 



* Col. Nicholfon was a knight errant governor ; by his corfing, 
fwearing, and hypocritical devotional exercifes, he was at times 
made ale of by the court in dirty affairs ; particularly when any new 
encroachments upon the privileges of a people were defigned with 
harfh ufage^ for inftance 1 686, he was appointed lieut. governor of 
the dominions of New-England U^der Sir Edmond Andros : 1710^ 
upon the much faulted revolution in the miniftry of queen Anne, he 
was fent to the northern colonies of Britifh North- America, with an 
unprecedented commiffion as infpedor general of all affairs, ecclefi- 
aftick, civil, and military ; and in that capacity did much intimidate, 
feme governors and their councils: governor Hunter of New- York, 
a gentleman of fpirit, told me, that if col. Nicholfon had proceeded 
to New- York, and aded in the fame manner as he did in the province 
of MafTachufetts-Bay ; he would at all rifks have lent him home, 
to be tried by the judicatories there, as a diilurber of the peace of 
the colony Under pretoct of an anticonfUtutional unprecedented com< 
xniflion.. 

Vol. 11. B b 1 OiaU 
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I ihall only mention the fucceflion of governors of 
note. 

Bcnedift Leonard Calvert, Elq; homeward bound^died 
at fea 1732, and was fucceeded by Samuel Ogle, Efq; 

1746-7 in March arrives Samuel Ogle, Efq-, appointed 
lieut. governor of Maryland in place of Thomas Bladen, 
Efq; Mr. Ogle continues lieutenant governor at diis 
writing, 1752. 

' Produce and manufafturcs. 

Thefe are nearly the fame in the provinces of Mary- 
land and Virginia, this article may fervc for both. 

Tobacco * is an aboriginal American plant or herb, 
and is faid to have been firft found among the Florida 

Indians, 



* As the ufe of this plant or herb by an unaccountable whim is 
become the general amufement of Europe and of the European fettle- 
ments on the eaflern fide of North -America, by fmOaking» fnuffing, 
and chewing ; and as no authors hitherto have given os an exad de« 
fcription or icon of this plant ; I do here defcribe it fixHn the life, b;f 
my own obfervations as it grows. 

There are many curious Virginia gentlemen planters, who as bo- 
tan ids cultivate varieties of tobacco ; but as this is hot a botanical 
efTay, I anufl drop them, aod ihall only defcribe that fpedcs which is 
cultivated and manufadlured for exportation in trade. 

Nicotiana major latifolia« C. B. P. M. H.. 2, 492. Nicotiana major, 

five tabpxcum majus. J. B. 3,629. Hyofcyamus Peruvianas. Dod. 

p. 4^0, tobacco: the icons of John Bauhine and of Moriibn are not 

ex.id. It is an annual plant ; when it is at its full growth, it is about 

the height of an ordinary man ; the ftalk is fbeight, hairy, and 

clammy, like that of the hyofcyamus niger vel vulgaris. C. B. P. 

common black henbane ; the whole habit is of an obfolete yellowiih 

green ; leaves alternate, fome of the lower leaves are a cubit long 

and nine inches wide entire, but waved ; the lateral coftae of the leaf 

arch into one another near the marein ; the leaves have no pedides 

(the major anguftifolia has long pedicles) and by an auiicalated bafe 

embrace the ftalk ; towards the top, the Halk branches from the 

finus^s of the leaves, and higher from the finus of a.flender foli- 

culum proceed fafciles of flowers : the flower is ilender and tubulous, 

one and half inch long, yellowiib.* Wf^ an obfolete dilated jmrple 

• ^ * " briin, 
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Indians, who (moe^to fatisfy their hunger^ foine write, 
that it came from the ifland Tobago, one of the Weft- 
Ifidia iflands of nearly the iame name; but moil pruba* 
bly it came from Peru, becau& in North- America it 
is not fpontaneous ; the aboriginal lodiaus of North-!' 
America <ip not cultivate it, they purchaic i]: of the 
3£ng]i(h planters and fmoak it with pkafure. Its claffical 
or tribe name is Nicofiana, fo called trom John Nicot; 
a Frenchman, embafiador to the court ot Portugal, he 
lent fome of its ieed, which he had from a Dutchman, 
to the court of France. 

It has been faid by (bme writers,^ that Sir Francis 
Drake 0rft brought it to England from the iiland Tobago 
cf the Weft-lndies. The name is Indian ; we have no 
certain account of tobacco, till Sir Walter Raleigh's f 
arrival in England from Virginia, 1585 j it was called 
Indian henbane : it was ufed by the aboriginal American 
Indians, both in North and South- America, before the 
Europeans arrived the^e. 

brim, not divided bat expanded into 4 or 5 angles; the calix is tubu- 
le^ of 4 or 5 narrow fes^ments ; the piftillum becomes the feed vefTel 
conoidal, 5 or 6 lines diameter at bottom, and near an inch long, 
bicoprular with a middle fpongy double placenta, and contains many 
finall round brownifh feeds; tlie feed is ripe end of September. Ja 
New-England it is planted in cows pens, it is hotter and does not 
iinoak fo agreeably as that of Virginia. 

In trade there are only two fpedes of tobacco, viz. Aranokoe from 
Maryland, and the northern parts of Virginia, and fweet-i'ccnted 
from the foath parts of Virginia, whereof the beft kind is from James 
and York rivers ; the firft is the ftrongeil, and is In demand in the 
northern markets of Europe; the other is milder and more pleafant ; 
the difference feems to be only from the foil ; fweet-icented which 
grows in fandy lands is beft for fmoaking when new, or only two to 
wee years old ; that from ftilF land if keptiive or fix years, much 
exceeds the foriner. 

f Sir Walter Raleigh upon his return from Virginia to London 
1 5^5, having praflifed tobacco fmoaking, in a gay humour in his 
clofet, ordered hi^ fervaht to bring him fome fmall beer 5 in the mean 
time having Tighted his tobacco pipe, and colledted a mouthful of 
fmoak, let it fly in the fervant's face to furprize him ; the fervanC 
imagining that his mader's face was on fire, threw the fmall beer in his 
face, and innocently returned the jeft.. 

* B b 2 Imported 
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Imported com. annis to Great-Britain from Virginia 
about 35,000 hogiheads of 800 lb. to 950 lb. wt 
per hoglhead; from Maryland about 30,000 hogfheads 
of 700 lb. and upwards. It is an enumerated com- 
modity, and cannot be exported from Britifh America 
to any ports than Great-Britain, and its plantations. 
The neat duty upon tobacco imported into Great- 
Britain is about 200,000 L fterl. per ann. and i4,oool. 
feizures. Anno 1733, when SirRobett Walpole, firft.. 
commiflioner of the treafury, was projedting a reduftion 
of fundry cuftoms or impofts upon goods to an cx- 
cife, he propofed in parliament, that the duty upon 
tobacco, which at that time was 6d i third per lb. 
(houldbeonly 4d 3 farthings per lb. whereof 4dex- 
cife and three farthings duty, this fcheme did not fuc-. 
ceed. * 

By a convention or agreement between the courts of 
Great-Britain and France, during the late war with 
France, the farmers of tobacco in France did contraft 
with merchants in Great-Britain, (Mr. Fitz-Gerald was 
the general French agent in Britain,) for ibme Britifli 
tobacco (hips with pafsports, and to return to Great- 
Britain in ballad; the fliipping ports in Great-Britain 
were London, Briftol, Liverpool, Whitehaven, and 
Glafgow : the delivery ports in France were Diepe, 
Havre^e- Grace, Morlaix, Bourdeaux, Bayonne, and 
Marfeilles. 

Virginia and Maryland Ibmetimes produce more to- 
bacco than they can vent to advantage, by glutting the 
markets f too much, and occafions a mutinous difpo- 
fition among the planters, as happened in Bacon's re- 
bellion in Virginia ^ and at times to keep up the price 

* Sir Robert Walpole was very intenie opon brm^g mc^ duties 
partly into excife, and partly into cuftoms, the better to multiply re- 
venue officers^ creatures of the miniftry, towirds cairyiBg parliament 
ele^ions, &c. 

t This is foroetimes the cafe widi die Dutch Eaft-India (pices^ and 
the Weft. India fuears. 

• -of 
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t)f tobacco they burn a certain quantity for each taxable, 
as was done in Maryland upon the firft emifllpn of paper 
money. 

The tobacco is genierally cultivated by negroes in- 
lets, feven or eight negroes with an overfeer is a iet ^ 
each working negro is reckoned one (hare, the over- 
leer has one and a half or two fhares. The charge 
of a negro is a coarfe woollen jacket and breeches, with 
one pair of fhoes in winter ; vidxialling is one peck of 
Indian corn and fome fait per week. To prevent to- 
bacco from becoming adrpg) no taxable is to cul- 
tivate above fix.thoufand plants of tobacco, belide^ 
grain. 

The plantatioo duty is id. fieri, per lb. upon tobacco 
exported to the other colonies, and is about 200 1. to- 
wards the revenue of the college of Williamlburg in 
Virginia. 

Tobacco is not only their chief produce for trade, but 
may alio be called their mediuni or currency, it is re- 
ceived in taxes and debts ; the infpe&or's notes for tobacco 
received by him, may be transferred^ and upon fight of 
thefe notes the infpedtor immediately delivers to the 
bearer fo much tobacco. 

Formerly the tpbacco affair was managed by receivers 
at culling houfes near the fhipping places, where the 
planter delivered his tobacco to the merchant^ ajt prefent 
in every river there is a certain number of country ftores 
where the planters tobacco is lodged, every hogfhead 
is branded with the marks of the planter, (tore, and 
river. 

The comrtion culture of tobacco is in this manner. 
The feed is fowed in beds of .fine mould, and tranfplanted 
beginning of May 5 the plants are fcf at 3 or 4 feet 
intervals or diftances 5 they are hilled and kept continu- 
ally weeded ; when as many leaves are fhot out as 
the foil can nourifh to advantage, the plant is flopt and 
jt grows no higher ; it is worni*d from time to time ; 
, the fuckers which put forth between the leaves are 

3 b 3 taken 
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taken ofT from time to tihie tiU the ^ant ^ves tQ 
{)erfeaion, which is in Auguft, when the leaves be^ 
gin to turn brownilh and fpot ; in a dry time the plant 
is cut down and hanged up to dry^ after being fweaced 
ill heapi^ for one night ; when it may be handled wkh- 
ooit crumbling (tobacco is not hsmdied but in moid 
weather,) the leaves are ftript off from the ftalk, tied ua 
in little bundles and packt up in hogiheads for tranf- 
portation. No fuckers nor ground leaves are allowed to 
be merchantable. 

\^n induftrious man may manage 6000 {daats of to^ 
bacco, and 4 acres of Indian corn. 

The fmall quantity of tobacco which fome people raife 
in Penfylvania and North-Garolina i^ generally Ihipt off 
from Maryland and Virginia. 

Tobacco is injurious to the nerves, it is fomewhat ^ 
anodyne, and intoxicates perfons not ufed to it. 

Pork. Vaft numbers of fwine or hogs run wild of 
ramble in the woods of Maryland^ Virginia, and Nordic 
Carolina ; they are generally fmall; falted amd barrelled 
they make a confiderable branch ^ the export of thde 
colonies ; they feed mofily upon nuts of all kkids, calkc) 
maft, they eat oily and rank. 

Maft -f or forcft nuts of many kinds arc very pknty 
(very fecond or third year, ^hd the foUowing yeaif 
hot fo plenty ; thus it is with apples and cyder in Newr 
ISngland ; the plenty and confequently the price of porl^ 
from Maryland, Vii^nia, and North-Carolina, depends 
upon the goodnefs of their mafting years j anno 1 7331 

* Th6 Eoropeans afe wine, and othdr ^iiiidhted liqoars, as alfo 
fpirits diftilled from them ; die Tiirks^lPerfiaas, and odier oriental nt- 
tlons, ufe opium, bang, betel, &c. all which Qcca£on a fort of indolence 
^ relaxation of mind : thus mankind by a nataral tacit confeat allow, 
that the intenfe application of mind, the cares and inqoietodes of life^ 
require fome fach expedients of idleviation. 

_ t ^^ word or term feems to proceed kom the latin word ma- 
fhcare. 

« * • « 

a good 
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a good maft year, one man a planter and merchant 
in Virginia, fidted up three thoufand barrels of pork* 
Next to the pork fed with Indian corn as in New- 
England, acorns make the firmed pork ; beech nuts 
make fweet pork, but flabby, foft and oily. In Weft- 
phalia, the h^s in the woods feed moflJy upon cheftnuts« 

Grain. Wheat in Maryland and Virginia is fubjedfc 
to the weevej, a fmall infedl of the fcarabeous kind, 
wbich fometimes takes to it in the ear when a growing. 
The Maryland and Virginia wheat weighs fome ^6 lb. 
to 60 lb. wt. per bulhel, and cafts white j that from 
Penfylvania does not weigh fo much ; the wheat for- 
merly imported from Nova-Scotia was light and caft 
dark like rye ; at prefent the prairies, as they are called, 
or the dik'd in wl:^at lands are wore out. May the pre<» 
lent political diverting publick amufement of improving 
J^ova-Scotia, become intentionally real, towards a fifliery^ 
a place of arms for our navies, a nurfery of hufband- 
men, and a northern frontier for the prote&ion of our 
Britifh colonies I 

Good land in Maryland and Virginia may yield per 
acre 15 bulhels wheat, or 30 bufihels Indian corn, which 
cafts whiter than that of New-England. 

Calavances ane exported to feveral of the other colo* 
nies. Phafeolus ere&us minor lemine iphaerico albido et 
rubro, hilo nigro. C. B. P. white and red calavances, 
or Virginia peafe ; they yield better than the common 
peafe of Europe, and are good profitable food for the 
poorer fort of white people, and for negro flaves. 

Mays'or Indian corn has been already defcribed. 

They raife in the uplands, quantities of hemp and flax. 
Anno 1 751, in October, from the back fettlements of 
Maryland, there came into Baltimore town near the bot- 
tom of Chefapeak bay, fixty waggons loaden with flax 
feed. In fome counties of Maryland are erected charity 
working fchools. 

B b 4 Towards 
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Towards the mountains there are fome furnaces for 
running of iron ore into pigs and hollow call ware, and 
forges to refine pig iron into bars. 

Timber and other wooden lumber. Their oak is of 
a ftrail grain, and eafily rives into ftaves ; in building of 
ye0$U it is not durable, they build only fmall crait j 
fo(pe years fince they built a very large fhip called 
the Britifh merchant, burthen one thoufand hoglheads ; 
with many repairs (he kept in the Virginia trade 36 
years. 

Their black walnut is in demand for cabinets, tables, 
and o(^ joiacrs work, 

Maryland and Virginia produce large beautiful apples,' 
but very mealy ; their peacnes are plenty and good -, trotn 
thefe they diflil a fpirit, which they call cyder brandy 
and pea^h brandy. 

The Maryland aflTairs, concerning their cuftom houfes, 
and naval officers, the number of entries and clearances 
of veffels, the quality and quaintity of their exports and 
imports, and the tribe of officers thereto belonging, are 
not hitherto fully come to my knowledge : I do not chufe 
to infert any thing that is not in fome regard perfed, 
therefore at. prcfent, I fliall only copy a few lines from 
the lateft prefent ftate qf Great-Britain, J obferve their 
falaries ^re fmall. 

North Potomack A coUeftor and to keep a boat 

Patuxent A colledor and to keep a boaj 

Annapolis A furveyor 

Potomack A colledor and to keep a boa^ 

Both fides of the bay A riding furveyor 

Williamftade A furveyor 

Bahama and Saflcfras A riding furveyor 

Wicomoc and Muni^ A furveyor 

Delaware bay A furveyor 
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Miscellanies. 
As many things defigned for a general appendix, muft 
be loofe, incoherent, and not fluent ; for the eafe of 
common readers, we fhall annex fome parts of it to each 
of the fubfequcnt feftions by the name of mifcellanies, 
being of things omitted, or that were not come to my 
knowledge at the times of writing, or not reduceabk to 
particular fedions. As I have all along given it the 
charader of common-place, the fummary in propriety 
may admit of this latitude. 

In the Rhode-Ifland feftion was omitted an authentick 
court paper, dated Windfor, Sept. 13^, 1 68 6^ conotming . 
the furrender of Rhode-Ifland charter, " His majefty 
*^ has gracioufly received the addrefs uf the colony of 
** Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantations in New-Eng- 
** land ; humbly reprefenting that upon the fignification 
'' of a writ of quo warranto againfl: their charter, they 
'' had refolved in a general alfembly not to fl:and fuit 
*' with his majefty, but wholly to fubmit to his royal 
** pleafure themfelves and their charter : wherefore his 
^* majefty has thought fit to accept the furrender/* 
N. B. As the Rhode-Ifland charter was not vacated by 
any procefs in the courts of law, and the voluntary fur- 
render npt properly recorded 5 upon the revolution of JL 
William they rcafliimed their pharter, and their aftings 
in purfu^nce of that charter ^re deemed good by the 
court of Gre^t-Brit^in, 

In the mifcellany article of the fedion of Penfyl- 
vania, vol. II. p. 337, was inferred a letter from the 
Jord juftices of Great- Britain to Mr. D. com- 
mander in chief of the province of Maflachufetts-Bay, 
concerning an illegally projeded fynod or confiftory of 
the congregational f minifters in that colony j in this 

letter 

+ Betides other inconvcniencies, there feems to be an impropriety 
or inconMeocjr in congregationalift or independent religion for e«: 
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letter Mr. D feems to be feulted as conniving at 

fuch anti-conftitutionai proceedings ; as this gentleman 
was noted for his fidelity to the crown, and proUty to* 
wards the people under his dire(5bion, when in the admj- 
niitration of that colony ^ I cannot avoid publifhing his 
vindication of himfelf in ^ letter to the board of p'ade 
^d planudons^ 

*' My Lords, 
^' By a (hip l^ly arrived, I received from their cx-^ 
** cellencies, the lords juftices, an inftruAion for my 
^* future proceedings with relped to a fy piod propofed 
>« to be held by the miniftcrs of this his majcfty's pro- 
*' vince, which fhall be punftually obeyed as there fliall 
** be occafion ; their lordfhips were alfo ple^fed to ccnr 
*' fare the proceedings already had in that affair. Whcre- 
•' fore I think myfelf obliged to acquaint your lord- 
^^ (hips, that I did i>ot pafs a confent for a fynod, but 
«^ only to a vote of the council and affenobly, referv- 
*' ing the jEonfideration thereof to the next feffions, 
** as you will fee by the copies of the votes of that 
»' feflions tranfmitted to you foon after the riling of the 
<' court*, and I was then of opinion it would ru>t come 
^' on the carpet again, as it never did, notwithftand- 
^* ing the prefcnt feflions had been fitting for fome weeks 
^' before their lordfhips orders concerning the fame 
** was received ; nevcrthelefs I fhould have taken myfelf 
^' obliged to have afked your lordfhips direftion? 
^' therein, if I had apprehended it to be of a new and 
f * extraordinary nature; but I mufl obferve, that a vote 
f^ in the fame words was paffed on the like occafion 
•*'byhis m^jefty's council here in the year 1715, and 
^' never as I have heard of, cenfured by your lordfhips ; 
^' and here I humbly take leave to fay in behalf of 

ties petitioning for a fynod, or faperior collefUve aathority : it 
feems to intimate that the fubordinate clailical way of fubordination 
in church ggvernxDcnt with the prjefbyterians, is natoral in its tea- 
jdency. 

I f« the 
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^^ the minifters of this province, that I knpw them to be 
•^ a body of men moft loyal and inviolably attached tq 
^^ his majefly, and to his illuftrious houfe, and there- 
*^ fore I did not apprehend any inconvenience could arife 
^* ftom their aflembiing, efpecially fince they make nq 
f^ pretences that I know of to do any afts of authority^ 
** in fuch meetings, though they call them by the name 
«offynod." 

From the accounts we have from time to time received 
from Penfylvaqia, of the moravjan fedary there, and of 
a late a6t of the Britilh parliament in their favour ; it 
was imagined that they were inofFenfive in their devoti- 
onal way ; but their late character from Germ^y, feems 
to caution againfk their proceedings* 

A continuation from the moravian affairs, vol. II. 
p. 154, 335. The moravian indifcreet zealots * have 
been continually endeavouring to part members from ali 
the three eftabliftied profeffions, (papifts, lutherans, and 
calvinifts) in the holy Roman empire, efpecially ojf 
tender minds. The Bohemia and moravian brethren, 
by fcandalous fpngs, fermons, and writings, obtruded as 
gofpel truths, under the count of Zinzendorf, a new 
[ort of religion j not to be tolerated in the laws of the 
holy Roman empire ; they ufed Herenhutifh fongs, 
method, and books of inftitution, count of Iffenburgh 
and Badingen. 

In Maryland and Virginia there is a general toleration 
to legally qualified miniiters, to officiate in places legally 
]icenfed. 

Hanover is 60 miles from Williamfburg. A mini- 
fter qualified, and a meeting licenfed, may claim che 

* The vermin i 1 all religions, have been enthufiaft , indifcreet 
zealots or bigots, ani political Jtianagers to ferve the couii min. cry in 
fbelf projedlions. 

libwi tie^ 



380 A Summary, Historical and Political, &c. 

Jibertics of toleration, taking the ufual government oaths, 
getting the meeting-houfes recorded, and fubfcribing the 
articles of the church of England, except the 34, 35, 36, 
and this claufe in the 20th article, " The church hath 
•* power to decree rites and ceremonies, and authority in 
•* eontroverfies of faith." Thefe prefbyterians volun- 
tarily put thcmfelves under the immediate .care of die 
prefbytery of Newcaftle, and fynod of New- York ; which 
they may caft off at pleafure. 

Mr. Davies a preibyterian minifter came into this co- 
lony 1748, and obtained licenfes for feven mecting- 
houfes, an extravagant plurality ; among thefe he di- 
vided his time, viz. three in Hanover county, one in 
Henrico county fouthward, one in Carolina county north- 
ward, one in Louifa county weftward, and one in Gooch 
land to the S. W. of Hanover ; thefe allemblies are ge- 
nerally called new lights, and may confift of about 300 
communicants. Mr. Davies wrote anno 1 75 1 ; there 
were not ten diflenters within a hundred miles of Hano- 
ver when he arrived there. 

There is an immenfe quantity of land unfettled weft- 
ward between Hanover county, and the rivers which 
fall into the MiflSflSppi river. The three frontier 
counties in Virginia, of Frederick, Augufta, and Luncn- 
burgh, are prodigioufly large, and generally fettled by 
Irifti prefbyterians, as is alfo Amelia and Albemarle 
counties. In Virginia to the weftward, they are conti- 
nually making new counties, as they do new townfhips 
in New-England. 

The county courts grant meeting-houfe licenfes, but 
may be negatived by the fuperior or fupreme coun. 
Sometimes the county courts deny the granting of li- 
cenles, and fometimes county licenfes when £;ranted, arc 
negatived by the council, alledging that it cioes not be- 
long to a county court to proceed in fuch affairs, and that 
a diflenting minifter can have no legal tolerated right to 
mpre meeting- houfes than one. 

Thp 
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The * frontier counties of Maryland and Virginia arc 
generally inhabited (as I hinted before) by north pf Ire- 
land Scots prefbyterians, who landed in Penfylvania, but 
fold their improvements there to the more induftrious 
German fettlers : their pulpit difcourfes are (generally 
new-lights fo called) againft the modiih fyftem of ariiiU 
nianifm, moral duties, and fpeculative truths : ibnie (Sr 
them are under the care of the imaginary fynod of Pl2^' 
ladelphia, fome belong to the fynod of ^few- York ; but 
under tfic immediate care of the prefbytery of Newcaftle ; 
in this prefbytery there are 1 2 members, and two or three 
candidates upon probation. 

Roman f catholicks abound in Maryland. 

* Mr. D— ies, a diiTendng prefbyterian miniHer of Hanover 
county in Virginia, in a piece wmch he printed 1 7^ i » concerning the 
f^ate of religion among the proteftant diiTenters in Virginia, sives fome 
informations concerning theie affairs, but with a new-li^t or en- 
thufiafUck turn. He writes, that tfiCfe lias been a confiderable 
revival, or rather fettlement of religion, in Baltimore county of 
Maryland, which lies along Sefquahanna rhrer and borders on Pen- 
fylvania ; as alfo in Kent county, and queen Aime*8 county between 
Chefapeak. bay and Delaware river. He ikys there have been 
in Maryland and Virginia a great nomber 6f- Scots merchants, (he 
means merchants clerks, fuper-cargoes, and Aibfufter-cargoes) who 
were educated in the prefbyterian way ; but generally prove a' fcandal 
CO their religion « and country, by their loefe prinxJMA, andrimmoral 
behaviour, and become indifferent in religious prmj^MBi ^d affed 
politenefs in turning deifls, or fafhionable conformifts. N. B. Young 
perfons of any nation, after being fettered with peculiar religion 
modes, when turned loofe, they become wanton, and indulge them* 
felves in irregularities. ^ 

f It is not eafilyto be accounted for, that the Britifh govern- 
ment are not more (eduloos, in purging off by lenitives, not by 
drafticks, the pernicious leaven of popery (their doctrine of no 
faith to be kept with hereticks or difienters from them, deffroys all 
fociety) which prevails in Montferrat, Maryland, and Ireland. The 
liA of protefhints and papifls in Ireland, as computed (in all cafes, 
I ufe the laft computations that are in my knowledge) anno 173a 
and 1733. Protedant families. Popifh families. 
In Ulfter 62,620 — — 3^»^S9 

Leinfter ^$$'^3^ — -.— 92,4.24 

Munfter '3>337 " 106,407 

Coi^iaught 4,299 — — — 44,1 33 

■ I ■ ■ ■ ■ « I ■ * 

. . a^c.^4 ^1,423 Aft 
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-f An indolent way c^ reading their publick prayers 
and fennons prcTails in our cdomes. 

The medical digreflion continued. 

The fdcncc or art of medicine wiD ever remain weak 
in theory, and muft be fupplied by experience, and ibme 
ipecificks (I do not mean quack noilryms) whole falu- 
tary operations or cfkSts in Ibme difeafes have been dif- 
covered not by inveftigation but by chance, fucb ^ the 
Peruvian bark, mercury, opium. 

Experience and ledulous obiervation are too much 
negleded by the indolent pra&itioners of pur colonies ; 
they cbuie to praftife from audiorities, whereas authori- 
ties mult always give way to experience i the i^atuit of 
medical affairs allow of no other demonftraiioa than dM 
of good obiervation ; Sydenham on the ihudl-pcnc is 
reckoned his mafter-piece. * 

Jo 

-|- The chorches wliere the minifter fcads the fviftts and ks^ 
sons may be called reading hooiisB, and die jiiiiiiAer oMiy be catted 
the reader, but at ]»efeiit oody the affiftaat jniniftpr k catted dienadff 
and ledurer : in Scotland^ and in the foreign churches of all doio^ 
flunadons, reading of (enaooB and dilomrfes is not praftiflari, 

* From my pradice relating to the fmaU-pox, whick frwnSM 
inBoftoA 1721, and 1730, for the benefit of ^e publick, cfpcdaUy 
of my neighbours or townfmen ; I beg the reader^s indnlgCBce 
in allowing me to obferve, that in the management of the ^ead^- 
ing (mall-pox, it may be advifeaUe for peribns mnch advanced in 
years, and confcquently their juices rancid, and perfons in£cm aad 
of a bad habit of body, to avoid die infedioa by icthdng into 
the country for a few months, confidering that the fniaU-pox does 
Boc prevail in Boflon, but afier loi^g periods ; fince the mft fettle- 
ment of Boflon the fmall-pox was epidemical or pojpular asdf 1 649, 
1666, i677and 1678, i689andi69o, 1702, 1721, 1730, thepre^ 
fent fmall-pox 1752, perhaps may fpread or npt fpnpad. AU other per* 
ions, efptcially children, may continue in town and ran the ride in the 
natural way or by inoculation, after a previous proper regimen: 
this regimen, according to the heSt of my |ttdgment, is a mercurial 
purge or two, a foft diet ; avoid catching of cold, nfe no violent 
exercife of body or perturbation of mind i upon feizore, if the 
patient is plethorick, and the fever runs high,, blood-letting is ad- 
viieable (but not upon or after eruption) and gives room for na- 

tore 
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In our colonies, if we deduft peribns who die of old 
age, of mala ftamina vies or origlnxi bad cpnUitu- 
tions, of intemperance, and accidents, there are more die 
of the pradtitioner than of the natural courft of the di- 
ftemper under proper regimen. The pra£titi(Miers gene- 
rally without any con&lerate thought fall into fome 
routine of method, and medicines, fuch as repeated 
blood-lettings, opiates, emeticks, catharticks, mercurials, 
Peruvian bark. 

In our various colonics to prevent a notorious depo- 
pulation from male pradice in medicine or cure of 
difeafes 5 there may be ads of aflfembly for the regulation 
thereof, which at prefent is left quite loofe. A young 
man without any liberal education, by living a year or 
two in any quality with a praftitioner of any fort, apo- 
thecary, cancer dodor, cutter for the ftone, bone-fetters, 
tooth-drawer, &c. with the cflential fundamental of 
ignorance and impudence, is efteemed to qualify him- 
felf for all the branches of the medical art, as much or 
more than gentlemen in Europe well born^ liberally 
educated (and therefore modelt likewife) have travelkd 
much, attended medical profeiTors of many denomina- 
tions,frequented dty hofpitals, and camp infirmaries, fire. 
for many years. 

In the expreffions of Hippocrates, this is literally an 
ars longa, it requires long experience and obfcrvation 
with a peculiar fagacity ; in pradice a dull application 
(we cannot much boaft of application) does not an- 
fwer, there mud be a fuitable genius, and fometimes a 
particular paroxyfm of imagination, as is remarkable in 
poets and painters, and as I have obferved in myfelf^ 

ture to a£i her part at more liberty ; in the beginning a gentle emetick 
or vomit is of good ufe, it renders the habit of the body more meable 
in circulation, by its ihocks ; during the courfe of this diftemper, 
dilute plentifully, ufe a cool but not cold regimen ; in the decleniion 
ufe gentle catharticks : by this management many of my fmall-pox 
patients have fuilained the diilemper with eafe, and without decum* 
biture or confinement, 

in 
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in the diagnoftick part of our profelfion. Knowledge, 
that is, ohfervation, and iagacity are the two great requi- 
ikes in aphyfician. 

In our colonies, how can a young man of no previ- 
ous liberal education, or difpolition to a peculiar know- 
ledge in the aBTair, in a few years attendance in an apo- 
thecary's (hop, and a few months travel, without prac- 
tical knowledge, att^n to any degree of perfedtion in this 
profelEon ? Thefe things are not myfteries or inlpi rations 
of particular perfons in the cafe, but an impudent de* 
lufion and:fraud. I fhall not call upon any man's name 
in the queftion, left it fhould appear a mWciousor 
invidious refentment for fecret injuries done, not in 

the way of medical pradlice, but in fuch things 

we may in a chriftian ipirit forgive, but naturally we can- 
not forget. 

The pradicc of phyfick requires much circumipedioo 
and difcretion, only to be attained by a long and atten- 
tive pradtice. The conftitutions and other circumflances 
occalion the fame fpecies of a diftemper to appear vari- 
oufly ; for inftance. 

Inebriation, an illnefs very obvious and too common 
in our colonies ; fome it renders more vigorous, in others 
the tongue and limbs faulter ; fome are ierious, that is, 
spraying or crying drunk ; fome are mad or furious, fome 
.dull and fleepy ; Ibme gay and witty, fome dull and filly. 
.Thus it is in all diftempers, the fymptomj vary accord- 
ing to the conftitution, and in the general indications of 
.cure ought to be allowed for. 

In aftronomy the inequality of the motions of the fe- 
veral planets are many and various, but by indefatigable 
obfcrvations they are reduced to equations or rules j but 
it is to be feared that in our microcofm or animal oeco* 
nomy, there are fo many inequalities as not to admit of 
any fixed rules, but muft be left to the fagacity of fome 
pradlitioncrs, and to the ralhnefs of others. 
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SECTION XVI. *. 

(^ • 

Concerning the Colony and Dominions of 

VIRGINIA. 



Columbus's difcoveries of America, fct all trading 
or navigating nations into the humour of difcovc^i 
rics weftward of Europe. The Cabots of Briftol, Ita- 
lian mariners, obtained a patent from king Henry VIL 
(fee vol. I. p. no.) anno 1495, for all lands they fhould 
difcover weft of Europe, with certain royal refervations : 
they ranged the eaftern fhore of North-America, and 
took a formal, but imaginary pofleflion without occu- 
pancy of fundry parts thereof. From that time, for 
near a century, that coaft was not fo much as navigated 
by the Englifti ; until Sir Walter Raleigh obtained a pa- 
tent from queen EHzabeth, March 25, 1584, for difco-. 
veries and fettlements in America. See vol. I. p. iii. 
Raleigh and his aflbciates Htted out two veflels, in a 
round-about courfe by way of the Canaries and Caribce 
Weft-India iflands to the coaft of Virginia, they fell in 
with the iQand Roanoke upon the North-Carolina fhore, 
at the Roanoke inlet (about ^6 d. N. lat.) of Albemarle 
found or rivtr. 

Sir Richard Greenville, the chief of Sir Walter Raleigh's 
aflbciates, 1585, at his return to England, left 108 men 
upon Roanoke ifland, under Mr. Ralph Lane ; from im- 
prudent management they were in danger of being 
ftarved, but Sir Francis Drake in his expedition to the 
Weft- Indies, had inftruftions upon his return to Epgland, 

Vol. II. C c to 
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to touch in there, and carried thefe miferable people 
home to England. At the fame time Sir Walter Raleigh 
in a (hip, and about a fortnight after Sir Richard Green- 
ville with three (hips, failed thither. Sir Walter fell in 
with cape Hatteras a little fouthward of Roanoke ; having 
no intelligence of the people left at Roanoke, he returned 
to England ; Sir Richard found the iOand, but no people; 
he left 50 men upon the ifland with two years provifions, 
and returned to England •, thefe 50 men were all killed 
by the Indians. 

Next fummer, 1587, three fliips with men and women 
fettlers and provifions arrived at Roanoke, and formed 
themfelves into a government, confiding of a governor, 
Mr. John White, and 12 councellors, incorporated by 
the name of the governor and afliftants of the city of Ra- 
leigh in Virginia : this fettlement when Mr. White re- 
turned to England, confided of 1 1 5 perfons. 

It was two years before Mr. White could obtain the 
neceffary recruits of fupplies; after a tedioua paflagc 
with three (hips, he arrived at cape Hatteras, Auguft 
1590, but in a violent dorm they parted from their 
cables, drove to fea, and returned to England, without 
vifiting the poor fettlers, to whom no vifit was attempted 
for the 1 6 following years, and perhaps cut oflF by the 
Indians, being never heard of afterwards. 

In purfuance of the new-charter of 1 606, capt. New- 
port, vice admiral, with fettlers, (fome Poles^ and Dutch 
to make tar, pitch, pot-a(hes and glafs,) arrived at cape 
Henry beginning of May 1607 ; he failed up Powhatan 
or James river many miles, founded James- town, and 
at his return for England left about 200 perfons there; 
thefe may properly be called the fird fettlers of the co- 
lony ; many of them died, and were much moleded by 
the Indians. 16 19 there arrived a large fupply of izi6 
people, they made many fettlements; and 1620 an af- 
fembly of reprefentatives called burgeflfes was inditutcd, 
and in the year following courts of judicature were ap- 
pointed. 

Wc 
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We may obferve, that capt. John Smith, called the 
traveller, defigned for Roanoke where Mr. John White 
had left 115 perfons, fell in between the capes of Vir* 
ginia, the fouthernmoft he called cape Henry, the 
northern moR cape Charles, in honour of the king's 
fons ; the Indian name of the bay was Chefapeak ; the . 
firfl: great river they met with was on the fouth fide of 
this bay, by the Indians called Powhatan, and by the 
EngUfli named James river, the king of England's 
name : about 50 miles up this river, they made a fettle- 
ment upon a peninfula, being convenient for navigation, 
trade, and eafily fortified, and called it James-town* 
From that time we have had an uninterrupted pojQTefllon 
of that country. 

Capt. Smith in his hiftory relates many mifadven- 
tures of the firfl: Virginia fettlers, viz. a third fupply 
was fent from England 1609, being 9 fhips, and 500. 
people, under Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, 
and capt. Newport ; the fleet was fcattered in a ftorm, 
dnd only 7 veflTels arrived -, the commifllon or patent 
was in one of the miflTing ihips ; this Virginia fettle- 
ment from 500, were foon reduced to 60 perfons, al- 
mofl famiflicd by mifmanagement ; but Sir Thomas 
Gates, and Sir George Somers, who faved themfelves 
with 150 more people in Bermudas, built two fmall cedar 
barks, fet out May 10, 1610, and arrived in Virginia 
the 20th, to the comfort of the remaining Virginia 
fettlers ; foon finding much mifery, they all embark to 
abandon the country, but in falling down the river, 
they were met by lord Delaware with three fliips, and 
all neceflfaries ; Sir George Somers returned to Bermu- 
das in his former cedar bark of 30 tuns, to fetch provi^ 
fions, and foon died there, ast. 60. Lord Delaware re- 
turned to England, and left capt. George Percy com-, 
niander. 161 1, May 10, arrived Sir Thomas Dale witlt 
3 fliips, men, cattle, and provifions : Augufl: 4, arrives 
Sir 1 homas Gates, governor, with 6 tall fliips, 300 men, 
100 kine, and other Cattle, provifions, and ammunition. 

C c 2 \^\i. 
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1 612, arrives capt. Argol, with men and provifions- f 
16 14, Sir Thomas Gates and capt. Argol return to 
England, and capt. Yearly is left commander. 

1617, capt. Yearly returns for England, capt. Argol 
being feilt over governor by the council and com- 
pany ; * of the company's people, there remained 54 
men, women, and children ; about this time the te- 
nants brought into the ftore about 400 bulhels of corn 
per ann. rent ; tobacco fold from 1 8 d. to 3 s. per lb. 
1 61 8, the council and company fent over lord De- 
laware with 200 people, in a fhip of 250 tun, he 
died in the paflage. 1619, arrives Sir George Yearly 
as governor. 

In a book printed 1 620, by the treafurer and coun- 
cil we find, that there were many noblemen and 
knights concerned, earl of Southampton was treafurer. 

1 62 1, Sir Francis Wyat is appointed governor, and 
arrives with 9 fhips. Every perfon was to plant 1000 
plants of tobacco, with eight leaves each plant, which 
is about 1 00 lb. of tobacco ; corn fold at 2 s. 6 d. per 
bufhel. 

To rcfume the thread of occurrencies. Sir Wal. Raleigh 
by his attainder, having forfeited his patent, an. 1606, J 

feveral 

+ 1613, Mr. John Rolfe married Pocahantes, daughter of Pow- 
hatan, the king of the Indians, and peace with the Indians continued 
many years ; 1616, Mr. Rolfe with his Indian wife went for Eng- 
land, where being upon return (he foon died at Gravefend ; Powha- 
tan her father died in April 161 8. 

* Sometimes they are called the treafurer, council, and company. 

Capt. Smith, called the traveller, fome time preddent of Virginia, 
Continued the hiftory of Virginia down to 1624 ; ^^ was fo volatile, 
that after 1 9 years expence of time in America, he had not one foot 
of land there. 

Capt. Argol, 1613, carried off two French vellblsfrom Port-Royal 
in La Nouvelle France, or North- Virginia, now Annapolis-Royal 
of Nova- Scotia. 

' II Upon the reports of fome private traders to North- America, 
there was a royal grant or patent obtained April 10, 1606, by two 
companies in one charter, fee vol. I. p. 365. The northern com- 
pany infcndbly vaniihed, and a new company by the name of the 

council. 
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feveral adventurers petitioned the king for grants with 
jurifdiftions, and the firft colledtive fettlements were 
made (the French at the fame time were making fettle- 
ments in Canada) and 50 miles up Powhatan or James 
river, capt. Newport laid out James-town -, the govern- 
ment was in a prefident and council fent from England, 
they had fundry fupplies from England about that time, 
but the fettlement did not thrive : at firft they were 
called the honourable or right worfliipful company of 
Virginia. Sir Walter Raleigh upon his attainder ne- 
glefted Virginia, and by a fort of connivance of the court 
went to Guiana a mine hunting for gold and precious 
ftones. 

The company of 1606, did not thrive j and anno 

pouncil of Plymouth had a patent or grant, Nov. 18, i 20, (fee 
vol. I. p. 366, with a power to convey their granted lands to any 
of his majefly's fubje£ls, without any formal power of government or 
jurifdidtion. 

Capt. Gofnol, a former adventurer in a fmall veflel with 32 men 
from Dartmouth, efTaying a more diflinft courfe to Virginia, thaa 
had been formerly praftifed, fell into the bite of Cape-Cpd, (he got 
much cod-fifti there) in New-England feme Bifcayers had been a 
iifhing there ; he traded with the Indians to advantage, and gave 
names to fundry places, Martha's- Vineyard becaufe overgrown with 
wild vines, Elizabeth iflands, &c. which they retain to this day^ 
he returned the fame year to Dartmouth. This profitable voyage 
encouraged fome merchants of Briftol to fend two veflels 1603^ 
in the fametradl; they made a good voyage. 1605, a fmgle fhip 
from London fell in with the eaftern parts of Long-ifland in New- 
York government, and traded up Conne£iicut river. From thefe 
fucceffes, fome traders petitioned the court for the charter which they 
obtained i6c6 as above. 

Capt. Smith, 1608, with fundry veffels, being the fixth voyage 
to thefe parts, coafting along the eaftern fhore of North-America, 
he writes, that Virginia lies from Cape-Fear 34 d. N. lat. to 45 d. 
or New-France ; he failed upChefapeak-bay, fo far as Sefquahanna 
river, in quefl of mines, but in vain. 16-9, many people were fent 
over with cattle, artillery, and (lores, but were much harraiTed by the 
Indians and fickncfs. 16 19, in the compafs of one year, eleven 
(hips with I 216 men, women, and children, arrived from England, 
and made many fettlements upon James and York rivers. 

C C 3 1609, 
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1609, the fettlcrs were not exceeding 277; they furrcn- 
dcred their charter, bdng tired out with charges, and do 
profped of proBt, and a new patent was ifllied in the 
name ot the treafurer and council. This new company 
appointed lord Etelaware general or governor by appro- 
bation of the crown -, by miftake of the mariners he tell 
in with Penfylvania-bay, inftcad of Chefapeadc or Virgi- 
nia-bay, and gave name to it, this was before the Dutdi 
fetded, which it retains to this day ; he foon returned to 
England. Lord Delaware in his fecond voyage to Vir- 
ginia 161 8, died in thepaffage; in his firft voyage-bc 
arrived in Virginia June 9, 1610, and continued go- 
vernor until March following. 

1626, becaule of the bad conduct of the managers, 
and hardfliips fuftained by the fettlers, by a quo warranto 
the patent was fued out, both property and jurifdiclion 
became vefted in the crown, where it remains to this 
day, the fettlers pay 2 s. fterl. per annum quit-rent per 
100 acres, under the diredion of a king's governor and 
council, with an aflembly or houfe of reprefenrativcs 
chofen by the people ; thcfe three negatives compofe the 
legiOature or general court. 

When capt. Smith, fome time prefident of Virginia, 
wrote his hiilory 1624, within 60 miles of James-town, 
the principal fettlement, there were not above 1 500 fen- 
cible men, and for want of raifing provifion fufficient, 
they could not upon any exigency bring above 700 men 
together. 

Becaufe of notorious bad management, the company 
was diflblved by king Charles I. and the colony was 
brought under the immediate diredion of the crown as 
above, and fettlers flocked over ; particularly fome of 
good condition to enjoy the liberty of worfhipping God 
In their own manner ; lord Baltimore, a Roman catholick, 
i*etired thither, but the people of Virginia, rigid protc- 
ftants, did not ufc him well, and he was difcouraged from 
continuing in Virginia, as we have more at large related 
in the feftjon of Maryland, ' 

The 
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The firft fettlers intent upon taking up large trads of 
land, occafioned the feveral fettlements to be difperfed at 
confiderable diftances from one another, and not in towns 
or villages. 

At prefent the jurifdi6lion or government is bounded 
•fouth by a line W. by compafs (the variation there be- 
ing fmall, is neglefted) dividing Virginia from North- 
Carolina, beginning at a certain great tree in the N. 
lat. of about 36 d. 40 m. (in its progrefs it inted'eds 
the river Roanoke many times in its meanders,) and con- 
tinues weft indefinitely 5 the weftern boundary is the 
South-Sea, or lands in a prior occupancy of any chriftian 
prince ; it is bounded northerly, on the eaft fide of 
Chefapeak bay by a line running due eaft from Watkins- 
Point, near Wighco river on Chefapeak in about the lat, 
of 38 d. 10 m. to the ocean ;. on the weft fide of Che- 
fapeak bay it is bounded by Potomack river to a certain 
head thereof, and thence by a weft line indefinitely in 
lat. — This Maryland line of jurifdiftion with the pro- 
vince of Virginia, and of property with lord Fairfax, is 
not hitherto finally fettled ; eaft and fouth, Virginia is 
bounded by the great ocean. 

K. Charles II. having gratified fome noblemen with 
two large grants called the northern and fouthern grants 
or necks ; when thefe noblemen claimed them, it gave 
-great uneafinefs to the fettlers, and the colony agents ih 
England agreed with thefe grantees of two necks, for a 
fmall confideration. 

Virginia is divided by the great rivers of Potomack, 
Rapanahock, York and James, into 4 necks, the two 
counties eaft of Chefapeak bay makes the fifth great di- 
vifion ; the divifion between Potomack and Rapahan- 
nock rivers, is called the northern neck, and is at pre- 
fent the property of lord Fairfax of Cameron, an Englilh- 
man with a Scots title. 

Lord Colpepper, who came over governor of Virginia 
1679, was one of K. Charles II. patentees of the north- 
ern neck ; having got affignments from the other pa- 

C c 4 tentecs. 
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tentees 1688, 4th Jac. II. he obtained a patent for all 
the northern neck ; and by inveigling the tenants to pay 
the quic-rents to his agents, he became poflelled of aU 
the quit-rents, and his heirs at prefent enjoy them by 
a kind of prefcription, but without any fhare in the 
jurifdidion, becaufe chargeable: he relinquiflied the 
government thereof to the crown. Lord Colpeppcr of 
Thorfway in England died 17 19, having no male heir, 
the heirours are extinft, his daughter and hcirefs mar- 
ried lord Fairfax : thus Virginia confifts of two proper- 
ties in one government. 

« 

Here we muft obferve that the continuation of thishi- 
ftorical effay was interrupted for fome* months, by the un- 
lucky incident of an epidemical diftemper, the fmall-pox, 
after about 22 years abfence, being imported, and pre- 
vailing in Bofton of New-England : the printer and his 
people in fear of the fmall-pox, left their printing office 
in Bofton, and retired into the country. 

We may alfo obferve that the writer from an intire and 
unavoidable avocation of mind from all other matters but 
thofe of his profeflion, finds the thread of his narration af- 
fefted, which with the growing remotenefs of the pro- 
vinces to be treated of, will render the following accounts 
lefs minute, but always avoiding any deviation from truth, 

A DlGRESSIOV 

poncerning the fmall-pox. 

The appendix f according to our firft fcheme would 
have been out of proportion too large j therefore vc 

+ This hiftory or rather thefc minutes fas we have frequently hinted) 
were originally defigned as a common place loofely put together, but 
in an hiiloricai manper ; if they prove informing and ufeful, fome 
fubfequent writers may digeft them ; it is as much as my leifure time 
does allow, to draw the plan, and lay in t^ materials^ a good arti- 
£ccr may with cafe efe£t the edifice. 

fliaU 
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(h2L\\ occafionally interfpcrfe fomc things defigned for the 
appendix, more efpecially relating to diftempers at times 
epidemical or endemial in the Britifh North- America 
colonies : as the fmall-pox has lately been epidemical or 
very general in Bofton of New-England, from the begin- 
ning of April, to near the end of July 1 752, I fhall here 
infert fome particular obfervations concerning the fame, 
while recent in my mind. 

I. There are many things infcrutable in the nature 
of this diftemper. i. Why it did not emerge, or at 
leaft why it is not mentioned in hiftory fooner than 
the beginning of the Saracen conquefts ? 2. Seeing it 
is univerfally agreed that a perfon who has had the 
fmall-pox once, is not liable to it again, the feminium 
thereof being fuppofed exhaufted : how is it that pa- 
rents who have procreated after having had the fmall- 
pox, their progeny is notwithftanding liable to^eceive 
the fmall-pox infection ? 3. How is it that a woman 
having the fmall-pox when pregnant, the foetvis does not 
receive the fmall-pox from the mother, but inay receive 
it many years after being born ? this was the cafe of 

capt. B doge of Salem and others in my knowledge. 

4. How is it that the difpofition of the air (Sydenham 
calls them, various fmall-pox conftitutions) in fundry 
years is more or lefs conducive to propagate the fmall- 
pox infeftion, and to render that diftemper more or 
lefs deletorious ; thus we find by the bills of mortality 
of London, Edinburgh, and other great towns where the 
fmall-pox is never abfent, that the number of fmall- 
pox burials in various years differs much, f without re- 
gard to the varieties of feafons and weather, and with-' 
cut regard to the more or lefs pernicious modes and 
fadiions of managing the fmall-pox ; modes or au- 

f Within the London bills of mortality there died anno 1746, of 
the fmall-pox 3236, anno 1751, there died of the fmall-pox 998 : 
in Edinburgh and Weft-Kirk parilh, there died anno 1743, of the 
iinall-pox 249, anno 1747, there died 71. 

thorities 
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. thorities of leadiag phyficians have from time to time pei- 
niciouQy been introduced into medicine, witnefs in the 
fmall-pox, Morton's alexipharmicks, Sydenham's opiates, 
and the repeated blood-lettings of fome prefent noted 
pradtitioners in Great- Britain. May phyficians in writing 
avoid all fafliionable whims and cant of the times ; fiich 
as were formerly occult and fpecifick qualities, chemicil 
reafonings, mechanical powers, and the like : they are 
of no ufe, and foon become obfolete. 

11. I have been a fedulous attendant and obferver of 
the fmall-pox, which in Bofton happened to be epi- 
demical anno 1721, 1730, and 1752. In the year 
1 72 1, being a fort of novice in the fmall-pox practice, 
I confided too much in the method of the celebrated 
Dr. Sydenham, particularly his cold regimen, and fre- 
quent ufe of vitriolicks and opiates, but from their bad 
fuccefs I gradually correfted myfelf : 1730 I abandoned 
the cold regimen, and fubftituted a moderately cool 
regimen : 1 laid afide the frequent ufe of fp. vitrioli, 
. as occafioning naufeas in the ftomach, and of opiates as 
.a rcmora or clog of the courfe of any diftemper, and 
as it folicits the morbid afFeftion to the brain; with 
fuccefs I followed the purging method in the declenfion 
of the fmall-pox, I had the hint from the accidental 
natural purgings in that period which faved the lives of 
.«many, and was confirmed therein by the obfervations of 
;Freind and Mead. 1752, I depended almoft intirely 
.upon the fund or ftock of my own obfervations, 
and my principal indications were from the juvantia and 
Jaedentia. f 

III. 



^ Where thefe are not followed^ medicine becomes a mere whim, 
ajid a ludibrium of the people ; as in the fmall-pox, fome follow a 
hot regimen, fome a cold regimen, fome ufe repeated blood-let- 
tings, fome a frequent ufe of opiates ; others declare them pernicious ; 
fome keep the body coftive, fome ufe the purging method, &c. it 

is 
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in. I am pcrfuaded that during the laft: 22 years 
abfence of the fmall-pox in Bofton, from 1730 to 1752, 
if it had been allowed its free courie, confidering that 
perfons when children would have been the fubjeds of 
it, fewer would have died of it^ than have died of it in 
^ few months 1752. If it is not allowed its free courfe 
when it does invade Bofton epidemically, particular per* 
fons not qualified to receive it may avoid it, by retiring 
into the country for a few months. The not quaUfied 
arc infants, their ftamina vitas are too tender ; pregnant 
women ; pubefcentes and for a few years after puberty, 
while their juices are in a juvenile fret ; perfons up- 
wards of 45 ast. (I write from obfervation, not from 
abftraded imagination) becaufe their juices become ran- 
cid ; and all perfons ur\der any conftiti:tional or habi- 
tual diftemperature of body, particularly the fcrophulous 
or ftrumous, who generally fufFer much in this diftem- 
per ; we may remark that the fmall-pox fometimes leaves 
fcrophulous difpofitions in pcrlbns formerly not fcrophu- 
lous. All others to render the fubfequent parts of their 
life more eafy^ may run the rifk in the natural, that is^ 
accidental way (by the pores of the fkin, by infpiration, 
deglutition, &c.) or by the more favourable way of in- 
oculation. 

IV. Before I proceed further, I fhall give a general 
numerical hiftory ot the Bofton New-England periods, 
&c. of epidemical fmall-pox. From the firft fettling 
of the province of Maflachufetts-Bay the fmall-pox has 
been epidemical in Bofton only eight times, 1649, 1666, 
1678, 1689, 1702, 1 72 1, 1730, and 1752 : I fhalt 
enumerate the periods which happened in this current 
century. 

is only the juvantia and laedentia can determine the queftion, as they 
have in the inftances of Sydenham's grand millakes of keeping the 
body bound, and frequent iife of opiates. The miftakes of the mod 
celebrated praditioners ought to be more canvaffed, as their authori- 
ties are dangerous precedents. 

1702, 
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1702, beginning of July, the fmall-pox appeared after 
thirteen years abfence; the alexipharmick method and 
hot regimen were ufed ; about 300 white people died of 
this fmall-pox j + the moft burials were in the month of 
December, 74, ♦ 

1 72 1, it was imported (from Barbadoes) by the Saltor- 
tugas fleet middle of April ; it continued fkulking about 
until the middle of June, when the eruptions appearing 
in many families, the watches appointed to prevent its 
fprcading were difcontinued, and it was allowed to take 
its ^ourfe. In the next parcel of decumbents, the erup- 
tions appeared about the 7th or 8th of July. In the end 
of July it fpread much ; in October was the higheft num- 
ber of deaths, and about the middle of Odkober fmali- 
pox burials begin to decreafe. -Sneas Salter, employed 
by the felcft men of Bofton (the prudential managers 
of town affairs) to make a fcrutiny after the fmall-pox 
ceafed, by a book in feveral columns of lifts, he found 
that the number of perfons who continued in Bofton 
(many fled into the country) were 10,567, where- 
of about 700 efcaped ; the fmall-pox decumbents had 
been 5989, whereof 844 died, which is nearly one in 

fcven.^ This fmall-pox continued in Bofton 8 months, 

about 80 died with purples and haemorrhages, which is 

about one in ten of the deaths. In and about Bofton 

286 were inoculated, whereof the inoculators acknow- 
jedgc fix to have died, which is about one in forty-eight 
' The fmall-pox of 1730 was imported from Ireland 

•f* Hitherto pctcchiae (purple fpots) and haemorrhagcs/of which many 
^icd, were called a mortal fcarlet fever invading the town at the fame 
time with the fmall-pox, but an entirely diftind didemper : 1721 I 
was the firfl who in New-England introduced them as deletorioQS 
fymptonis in the fmaJl-pox. 

* In the beginning of this century, the inhabitants of Bofton, blades 
included, weie about 6750, and the burials communibus annis about 
230. Anno 1720, the inhabitants were circiter 11,000, and burials 
communibus annis about 350. Anno 17^5, (^720 and 1730 were 
TT.eaflcs and fmall-pox years) the inhabitants were about 15,000, and 
burials communibus annis 500. 

in 
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in the autumn 1729, and was fhut up in a few families 
during winter ; beginning of March following it fpread 
much, the watches were removed, and 4th of March 
1729-30 it had a free courfe, and inoculation was al- 
lowed. The higheft number of burials after nine years 
abfence was in June, it ended with the month of Oc- 
tober. The decumbents were eftimated at about 4000 
(no exaft fcrutiny was made) whereof about 500 died, 
which is nearly one in eight, and of thefe about 75 with 
purples and haemorrhages. Of not quite 400 inoculated 
in Bofton twelve died, is about one in thirty-three j the 
inoculated fmall-pox was not fo favourable as 1721, they 
were more loaded, and a more protraded confinement ; 
many of their incifions fufFered much, and required the 
fpecial care of a furgeon for a confiderable time ; of the 
twelve deaths three proceeded from the incifions ulcerating 
and putrifying, S — ry W — d's child, col. Ch— ley's 

child, Mr. G e's foreman. - v .^^ ^ 

The fmall-pox of 1752. • A fhip fronij^ndon, capt. 
Coufins, with the fmall-pox ab<5af9j;S^^s|^ Dec. 



24, 1 751, in Nahant bay . near Boltori'^|tev people of 
Chelfey, the adjacent town, compafliona^y aflifting to 
fave the fhip's crew, received the ,fmalI-pox ; about one 
in four or five died ; v. f. or blood-letting was blamed 
and happily loft its reputation in the fubfequent Bofton 
fmall-pox. It arrived in Bofton in January following, by 
a failor belonging to the fhip, and got into five or fix 
families, but did not much fpread till 20th of March 
1752, and Monday 23d inoculation was let loofe; fome 
greedy pradtitioners indifcriminately inoculated any per- 
fons who could be perfuaded to receive it, even pregnant 
women, puerperas, old negroes, and the like ; upon a 
fcrutiny made July 24, by the feledl men and the over- 
fecrs of the poor in the feveral wards, the feleft men re- 
queft the praftitioners to inoculate no more after 27th of 
July. To take at one view the ftate of the fmall-pox in 
Bofton from Jan. 1752, to July 24, the following table 
may ferve. 

S.Tiall- 



Whites 


Black3 


5059 


485 


452 


62 


1970 


139 


24 


7 


23 
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Small-pox in the natural way 

Whereof died 

By inoculation 

Whereof died 

Sick in 17 famiHes 

Perfons who have not received it 

There died of inoculation 31 perfons, not including 
Ae dubious deaths of Mr. Coleman's fon, who died by 
fubfequent nervous diforders and fore eyes, and the two 
daughters of Mr. Goldthwait who died under inoculation, 
but as it is faid.by the fore throat ilhiefs. The fcrutiny 
reported, that the total of refidenters, fo called, at that 
time were 15,734, including 1544 negroes, and about 
1800 abfentees who had fled from the imall-pox. Died 
of an inoculated fmall-pox, about one in eighty-two 
whites, and one in twenty blacks. 

V. The fmall-pox in cold countries is more fatal to 
blacks than to whites. In the Bofton fmall-pox of 1752, 
there died whites in the natural way about one in 
eleven, by inoculation one in eighty ; blacks in the 
natural way one in eight, by inoculation one in 
twenty. In hot countries it is more fatal to whites 
than blacks. In Charles-town of South-Carolina, when 
the fmall-pox prevailed 1738, upon a fcrutiny, it was 
found that in the natural way, of 647 whites, died 
157, is one in fourj by inoculation of 156 whites, 
died nine, is one in twenty : of 1024 blacks in the na- 
tural way there died 138, is one in feven and half; of 
251 blacks by inoculation there died feven, is one in 
thirty-fix. 

VI. In autumn the fmall-pox is the moft deleterious; 
in all autumnal fevers there is a putrid complication 
from the dechning and lefs vegece feafon ; in winter 
the feafon does not allow it to fpread^ j the fpring, if not 
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too wet, and the fummer, if not too hot, arc the moft far 
vourable feafons for the fmall-pox. 

VII. We improve in the management of the fmall- 
pox: in the natural way 172 1, died about one in feven; 
1730 about one in eight 5 1752 nearly one in eleven^, 
which may be attributed to the gradually relinquifliing 
alexipharmicks, and a hot regimen formerly recom- 
mended by many, being one extreme ; and of a cold 
management the other extreme : by this Sydenham has. 
done much damage ; as nature's helmfmen, we have va- 
ried from a more cool to a more cordial regimen, ac-. 
cording to the conftitutions of different patients, and the 
various ftadia, and other circumftances of the fame pa- 
tient : v. s. or blood-letting, was feldom ufed ; fcarce 
any ufe of opiates : the patient was kept in a natural tem- 
perature with a plentiful ufe of diluters ; the body kept 
folable in all the ftadia, and when -the maturation was 
compleated, cordial purges for two or three days. 

VIII. The greater pr fmaller mortality in the fmall- 
pox is not principally owing to the feafons, regimen, 
and the like ; but fomewhat infcru table in the various 
conftitutions of families and individuals; 1721, Mr- 
Bond, a carpenter, and five of his children, died with, 
purples and haemorrhages in Bofton ; 1752, four chil- 
dren of Mr. Wier of Charles-town died, whereof one 
was inoculated. The commonly received notion of the 
fmall-pox being fatal to the New-England born, is not 
true and juft, and is of bad effeft in deprefiing the fpirits. 
of New-England men when feized abroad ; 1752 of the 
fmall-pox decumbents in Bofton died about one in 
eleven ; it is feldom fo favourable in any part of Great- 
Britain. 

The fmall-pox is a malignant contagious eruptive puf- 
tulary fever, obferving certain ftadia ; ' communicable 
only by perfonal infeftion : it is not known to be cnde- 
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mial in any country as the plague is in Turkey, ii; wii 
not known in America .until the colonies from Europe 
introduced it. In the naftiral way, from infedion re* 
ceived to the iirft eruptions, allowing a latitude for va- 
rieties of ag^s and conftitudons, are 14 to 21 days^ ia. 
the inoculated way, are 7 to 1 4 days -, but I fufpeft thcfe 
of 14 days, to have received the infeftion in the natural 
way from the inoculator, or from the effluvia of his va- 
riolated doffils. The fmall-pox generally is not infeft- 
ing, until a concoded pus is formed. In the fmall-pox 
time 1752, the chicken or fpurious pox was frequent, 
and fometimes pafied for the fmall-pox, and feme per- 
fons have inefFeftually been inoculated from thence : but 
if there has been an apparatus of two or three days, 
though the puftules are watery or ichorous with a thin 
cyftis, if the bafes be red with a circular florid curicular 
cxpanfion, we may pronounce it a genuine fmall-pox. 
There are vaft varieties of the genuine fmall-pox ; in ge- 
neral, the fooner the.fcveral ftadia are accomplifhed, the 
more benign is the fmall-pox, and frequently the danger 
is in proportion to the number of puftules, efpecially in 
the face. In the fmall-pox natural and ingrafted, fomc 
patients a few days before decumbiture, have tranfient 
intermitting complaints ; fome after the genuine fmall- 
pox puftulary eruption is compleated, have eruptions of 
fpurious puftules. 



To form a general idea of the fmall-pox, we may 
take the diftindt plump kind as a standard. It begins 
with the common fymptoms of a fever (in the ap- 
paratus of many, there are no chills, rigors, and hor- 
ripulations perceivable ; a cough is no fymptom) par- 
ticularly with a pain in the head, back, and limbs ; 
opprefiion e regione ventriculi, naufea, or vomitings, 
fore throat in general, but no dangerous fymptom, it 
gradually vaniflies after maturation ; nervous affeftions, 

deliria, 
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deliria, phfenfies, and fbmetimes convuUions in chilch'en ; 
-f the end of the third or beginning of the fourth day, the 
fmall'pox puftules begin to appear; in fome few^ the 
eruptions malce their appearance without any apparatus 
fymptoms; generally, the younger the fuWeft, the fooner 
all the ftadia of any diftemper, particularly of the fmall* 
pox, afe performed ; the fifth day they are round and in^ 
large their bafes of a lively red ; the fixth day they come 
to a point ; the feventh day the points or apices turn 
white 5 the eighth they turn yellow ; the ninth there is a 
laudable digefted pus ; the tenth they begin to cruft or 
fcab ; the twelfth they arc dry fcabs, 

X. There are fo many varieties of the fmall-pox 
appearances, they cannot be reduced to clafles j wc 
may obferve that the very young and very old are fcarce 
fufceptible of the fmail-po^, perhaps their vis vitaei is too 
feeble for bringing the variolous leaven received, to 
leaven the whole lump. I fliall enumerate fome of the 
moft noted varieties, i. A diftinft dry fort, few, not 
large, bafis fcarce inflamed, very fmall digeftion, being 
warty or horny j the fifth or fixth day from eruption, 
they begin to dry and foon vanifli, leaving no pittings, 
only freckles. 2. The diftinft plump kind as above * 
defcribed for a ftandard. 3. The coherent, not well 
defcribed by the writers concerning the fmall-pox ; I 
fuppofe they mean a frequent or cluttered fmall-pox dc- 
prefled, generally pitted or urabilicated in the center, 
and upon the maturation frequently attended with a 
fecond or fecondary fever. 4. The confluent, which 
are very irregular in their firft appearances and fubfequent 
ftadia ; frequently they appear eryfipelas like, and after 
• 

f Sydenham and fome others reckon them a good prognoftick^ 
whereas many fach die in the apparatus and beginning of eruption i 
all praditioners obferve that purgings and convnlfigxis are generally 
the moft fatal diftempers of children, therefore th«y ipuft be bad 
fyroptoms in the apparatus of their fmall pox ; I knoitt oC no dif- 
temper where couvulfions are a favourable prognoiUck. 
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the fiinod of flotttmafaoot tfaqf fitcome an aifa^oloixrdi 
crUft or Cilice ikin; thtk fecond fercr frequently be- 
cobles m faedick^ not morul mmjA afeer fmc vedcs, 
months or ^ntrsi fc;. Tke fmatt-pox incer^xrfed «M 
pecechiae, vdiddBS HiUiares^ or finaU Uiftcrs of a limpid 
or biuiih ferum ; widi purple fpots more or k& dilnttd; 
and haBmorrhegcs, whkb are ixiDre mortal chan the piague 
itfeif. N. B. In foofie chere is at firft, a flulh or n&. 
like formidabie appearance, but ibon difappearing, the 
Ibmll pox \odks favourable. N. B. A round -tui^d imall* 
pox wich ik)rid izxexflkcs is the beft« 



X'. Among the bad fymptoms in the fmall-pox, wc 
may enumerate trie following : f mild fymptoms in a 
fifiall'pox of a bad appearance ; univerfal feeblenefs or 
proft ration of ftrengih ; pain from the nape of the 
neck all along the fpine ; naufca, and averfion to any 
drink ; fetid anhelous breathings ; groans, vigi.iac, inquie- 
tudes or languid tofiings, comas, a fparkling piercing 
bright eye threatening a phrenfy ; colliquations of any 
kind in the eruption, fuch as profufe fweatings, many 
fiools, menftruatio tempore non debito, purples and he- 
morrhages. A miliary eruption, or like rank meaflcs, 
or eryfipelas like ; a fpaniih brown unequal eruption, 
a cryftaline fmall-pox; a filiquous fmall-pox, where the 
puftules of a cream colouf run together. Waved of vari- 
ous figures, fpungy not melbw ; a fcfElc fmall-pox ; 
where the confluent fort dry in the beginning of ma- 
turation -, after the eruption is compleated, miliary 
bliftcrs or purples appearing in the interftices containing 
a dark red ierum ; a fuddien iabSdctuAi^ the puftute 

f Excepting in bad ca/esof the finaD-pox, hi Suidpe, phyficians 
are feldom dalkd iipoh ; it is left in H^ ibaifngeiw^M of t)w macions 
and to ttfttore : it is reckoned a dillem^ ^f childveii^ fwh t^ 
are red gum, toothing, worms, ^nd tke lifae ; the Dstehtridk good 
^mpriety call it kiinleren packies, bctt ftw ^ tht' adnks are to It* 
cehre it, becanfe Wlicii chlldrclC^H^^ jdl^ft^ «» luiire it in odA- 
moa coarfe. /^^ ^o\ 

and 
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aftd fwelling of the face; the eyes fhut tip, opening 
fuddcnly 5 puftules feffilc dry fubfiding in the center j 
interftices livid or pale j in the defquannation or dc- 
dcnfion, where a fanious gleeting fcab returns with a 
tedious expcftoration of vifcid phlegm^ and bcdtick ^ 
a cold refpration •, carrion hke fetid ftools j a ftrong 
vibration of the carotide arteries i the firft eruptions 
more general in the extremities than in the face and 
neck : fcarce any die but in the drying defqUamation 
or declenfion period ; this drying fomctimcs happens 
in the firft of maturation, or' any time of the mature-* 
tion procradled b'tf not pcrfeded *, indigo coloured itains 
in the puftules ; fcabs or crufts of a bees-wax colour 
are the moft laudable, the afh-colourcd are bad^ the 
black are very bad ; where the puftules after maturation 
feem to be at a ftand, and do not fcab or corrugate^ 
the patient is weak, and the cafe dubious. 

The management of the fmall-pox in genefal. 

To receive the fmall-poXj when expefted, in the natu- 
ral or inoculated way -, keep an eafy undifturbed mindj 
avoid catching of coldj refrain from violent exercife, 
ufe a foft dier, take a mercurial purge or two. i.In 
the beginning * of the apparatus fever, give a gentle 
vomit (a rude vomit hurts as much as does violent ex^ 
ercife) it not only cleans the ftomach, but by its ftiocks 
removes obftrudions, renders the ceconomy meable for 
a regular circulation. 2. When the defign of nature is 
obvious, and her intentions laudable, give no diftuibance 
by medicines, dilute plentifully becaufe of the cauftick 
acrimony, let nature keep its courfe ; if any extra* 

* When the fymptoms of the fmall-pox appear 1 the tempea' 
ought not to be too much lowered by a cold regimen, by v. f. ot 
any anneceiTary evacaation : occafioning a late imperfedt, unequal, 
fecond crop eruption, of bad confequence ; neither ihould the tem- 
per be nufed by cordials and a hot regimen to force the circulating 
juices to a reparation q£ a greater load gf Xjnall*jpo^ than nature 
intended. 

D d a ordinary 
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ordinary f jmpcom h^ipen, as is the cuftom in Great- 
Britain, call in the advice of a nei^ibounng honeft prac- 
tifing ^x)chccary or furgoon^ or rather of fome ex- 
perienced difcrcet phyikian. 3. During the eruptioa 
and maturation penods, keep the belly rather folubk 
than bound, (Sydenham by a gpuid miftake recommends 
cofti vends even to the diirteenth day) and upon ma- 
turation, a purging natural or prucured, are falutary and 
have (aved the lives of many, particularly in rigors 
and anhcious breathings. 4. In the i^hole courfe of 
the diilcmper, the patient is to be kept in a moderate 
or natural temper, an increafed heat inflames the habir, 
cold dcpreflfes the fpirits too much. 5. Give vegeta- 
ble acids (mineral acids I have found too rude, and do 
hurt by occafioning a naufea or vomituition becauie 
there is a notorious animal or urinous acrimony in the 
cafe. 6. When the maturation is compleated, to prevent 
or alleviate a fecond fever, from fome part ot the variolous 
pus being abforbed by the circulating fiuids, give fome 
cordial purges f for tuo or three days ; upon any un- 
lucky tranllation, it is eafier to folicit the inteftines to 
a uiSfcharge, (as being more under command, than 
any other fecretion or evacuation) than the falivary 
duels or urin-ory pafTages : this purging moderates the 
fuppuration, and confequendy prevents much pittings 
and fears, moreover it procures deep like an anodyne, 
and more benignly, becauie opiates protra^ all the fladia ; 
a protraded defquamation, nvith a fharp fanies or corrofive 

f In the fsnall-prjx of 1730, I, oblerved feme patients wich vio- 
lent fecond fever iymptoms, upon matoradon com pleated, feized 
with a nataral purging which «nre great relief; bnt as a blind 
follower of Sydenham. 1 checked it by opiates, which occaiioned a re- 
turn of the violent threatning fymptoms ; ttndl the effect of the opiate 
being over, the purging returned with great relief, and fo toties quo- 
ties : this gave me a ilrone hint, that purging upon maturation coin- 
pleated was falutary : I uied it with fnccels, and introdoced the good 
opinion of it wich many pni6iitioners, to the faving of many lives ; 
foon after I found this purging method recommen£d by Dr. Mead, 
Frcind, and other phyAcians is En^and. 
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ichor, gleeting from under the fcabs, occafion pittinga and 
fears ; fo does picking and fcratching of the fmall-pox 
fcabs, before a new fcurf Ikin is formed underneath to 
prevent the injuries from the external air. 7. Towards 
the end of the dcfquamation give a mercurial purge or 
two to defecate the blood and other juices, f 

We may further obferve, 1. That there are fuch ano- 
malies in conftitutions, that a few extraordinary inftances 
proof againil all pernicious management, are by no 
means to be adduced as precedents for forming of a 
regimen : Dr. Fuller in his Exanthematologia, writes, that 
a fon aet. 1 5, of Dr Hooper, bifliop of Bath and Wells, 
in a very bad fmall pox, for twelve days when awake, 
every half hour drank a bumper of ftrong beer, mountain 
wine, or brandy ; he recovered : fome drank only cold 
water and did well : Sydenham's hiftory of a young man, 
who in the abfence of his nurfe was thought by the dand- 
ers by to have died and was laid out on a cold board, the 
nurfe upon her return, perceiving fome figns' of life, 
put him to bed and he did well. 2. Let not numbers 
of decumbents be put up in one dofe room, the 
congeries of putrid effluvia, renders the ambient air a 
puddle of corruption, and without a proper fpring to con- 
tinue the circulation of our juices, which is the life of 
animals. 3. Let not nature or the fpirits (this ought 
to be regarded in all acute diftempers; be difturbed by 
noife or confabulation. 4. Where medicines arc re- 
quired, adminifter no medicine that continues to be diA 
agreeable to the ftomach. 5 Any violent fymptom 
appearing, muft be immediately obviated -, delays here 
are dangerous. 6. Let the belly be kept foluble ; for- 
merly irom an implicit faith in Sydenham, I lapfed inco 
that error, that the belly ought not to be kept foluble, 
lelt nature fhould be amfoiincted in her proper courfe.; 
whereas in truth, nature is thereby alleviated. . 7. Ay did 

t Sometime^ -^ lie^lklc fever ; remains to the 2cth» 30th, 4Cth 
day or longer, and the pati^t di^^.lve£Uck .Qr . COnAvnptiv^j fome-: 
times a fcrophulous difpolition remains for life. 
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grief, intenfe thinking, or the like, particularly avoid 
fear; they hinder perfpiration, and all other tcndcD' 
cies to the furfacc or ad extra of the body. 8. Upon 
the maturation, where the circulation is much crowded, 
the fweiling oi the face and arms, a ptyalifm, a diabe- 
tica! profluvium arc of great reiief ; corciial purges an- 
fwer the fame inrcncion, and are more at our ccn.mand \ 
fpicting frccj'jcntly begins with the eruption, and ouj^ 
pot to deciine until about eleventh day of illnefs \ ii 
gradually becomes tiiitk aad ro^y and requires picntitui 
dilutMig. 9. Purples and haemorrhages are more mortal 
than the plague itfclt. 

Concerning inoculation of the fmall-pox. 

The novel pradice of procuring the fmall-pox by 
inoculation, is a very confiuerablc and moft beneficial 
improvenient in that article of medical pradice. It 
is true, tho tirlt prom.oters of it were too extravagant, 
?ind therefore fufpcfted in their recommendations of iti 
and fome medical writers inllance fundry diforders ari- 
fing in the animal oeconomy from fome foreign liquids be- 
ing dircdly admitted into the curreni of blood : thefe 
confiderations madt: me, 17?!, not enter into the prac- 
tice, until further trials did evince the fuccefs of it; 
but now alter upwards of thirty years pradtice of it 
in Great- Britain, and the dominions thereto belonging, 
we found that the fmall-ppx Received by cuticular in- 
cifions has a better chance fpr Hfe and an ea^fy decum-- 
bitqre •, that is, the fmall-po?^ fo received is Icfs mortal, 
and generally more favourable, than when received / 
in the accidental pf natural way, by infpiration, deglur 
fit ion, pores of the (kin, and the like. We muft ftill 
pcknowledgie, that it falls ihort of the reconwnenda- 
rions given by its firft promoters, being no abfolute 
fecurity againft death and other calamities of the 
fmall-pox ; it produces all the varicfies as m chc natural 
way^ frofi> the moft favourable dry horny diftinft 
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kind) to the moft xfekccrioiis attended \mh purples and 
hfl^nnorrhages ; the coniequcntiaJ boili and impoftuma^ 
tioo3 are more than in the natural way, befides tiieir 
incinons ukerating and piitrifying. We hinted :}efore, 
that in Bofton 17^0 of the twelve inoculated deaths 
three were occafioned by their incifions ; two in three 
a few days after inoculation complain in their axiUary, 
inguinal, or parotid glands, * before the apparatus fe^er 
tnake^ its appearance. We are infornned di^at of the firft 
inoculations in England, nine in ten were afflidled with 
toxes^ fo as to require tJie immediate care of a furgeori 
or dreflcr for fome time, -f 

To alleviate the criiis and deleterious fjimptoms ol 
the fmall-pox, i. We find good fuccefs in the Circalfian 
way of procuring it by variolous pus applied in any 
manner to frefh cutaneous inciHons. The manner 
which I happen ^to ufe, is a fmall cuttcular lacrificatioq 
by the point of a crooked hiftoury or fcalpel, in the in-* 
tide of the upper arm, and in this incifion I lodge a 
very fmall variolated iioflil in the form and higne& of 
a barley corn, |l contained or fecured by fooie ilicking 

* Where the cfrcalatioa labovtfs, the glandular part» arc the inoft 
liable to compinin. ' 

f If the I'mall pox procured by inoculation was fp favoarable as 
at firil pretended, it would require only a barher furgeoa or cupper ; 
the incihon or fcaiification is done with'lefs rifle than coDimoA blood* 
lectiMg, and requires only a foft diet and (hort confinement under theN 
fmall care of a nurfe or attendant, and a practitioner's large bill would 
appear ridiculous and impofing. 

II ^t prefent in London, they generally ufe a fmall fcmtch, or 
fcanFiCattoM in one arm, and lodge therein a fmall bi( of variolated 
thread. There is no proportion or dofe of variolous mauer re- 
quifit:; for inoculation ; Pylarini writes, that by pricldng the Ikin 
with needles dipt in variolous matter or pus, people have been inocu- 
lated : the variolous maifdi is inconceivably fubtle ; 730 I acci- 
dentally inoculated Mr. W. Pi^ips, by uiing in v. f. inadvertently a 
lancet (wiped clean and dry as ufual) by which I had the preceding 
day taken fome variolous pus for inoculation ; it is true I inoculated 
him afterwards in the common manner, but<allthe lladia of the 
fmaif-pox took their date from the v. f. and the orifice feftered ac. 
cordiagly. 
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plaifter for 48 hours, and afterwards dreflcd duly 
wich fome gentle digeflive. 2. More incifions than 
one, is an unneceilary running the rifk of more uke- 
rating incifions. 3. Hitherto we have not perceived any 
difference in the fmall-pox received from a laudable 
diftind kind, and that irom a difmal conBuent kind, 
which fome of our audacious inoculators have ufed in 
want of a better, that they might not k>fe the benefit 
of an inoculated patient. Dr. Wagftafie writes, that 
the criminals in Newgate 1721, were inoculated by pus 
from a fluxed fort of a perfon who died before the ino- 
cu a ions were performed. 4. The caution that per- 
ions who are to be inoculated take, not to receive at 
the fame time the infeftion in the natural way, is a 
vulgar error ; the receiving of infeftion upon infeftion 
does not add to its intenfenefs, as we may obferve in 
perfons who receive it in the natural way and are 
continuedly expofed to repeated infeftions, becaufc what- 
ever infedion firft takes place, renders the fubfequent in- 
teftions effect or abortive, and as the inoculat^ fmall- 
pox is more expeditious in its courfe, any other in- 
xedion would prove abortive. 

The hiftory of inoculation relating to New-England, 
is briefly as follows. The Circaflians living between the 
Euxine and Cafpian feas, time out of mind^ have car- 
ried on a confiderable branch of trade with I'urkey and 
Perfia, in felling their own children and young flaves 
taken by excurfions from their neighbours ; but more 
efpecially their young women, they are beautiful, and 
in great recjueft in the feraglios and harams of the 
Turks and Perfians; while young they give them the; 
fmall-pox by inocuJition or otherwife, and they who 
letain their beauties arc carried to market. This Cir- 
cafTian traffick conveyed the pradice into Turkey ; the 
7 urks at firft from their principle of predeftination would 
not come into it, the old women of the Greek church 
praftifcd it for fome time among the meaner fort of 
people i Pylarini writes, that 1701, it firft began to be 
ufcJ among the better fort in Conftantinople. 

1713* 
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171 3, Timonius from Conftantinople fent to the royal 
fociety in London incredible recommendations of this 
pra&ice, ** that for the preceding eight years fomc 
thoufands had been inoculated, and none died, while at 
the fame time, half of the aflFeded in the common way 
i^lied in Conftantinople -, and what is valued by the fair, 
inocularion never leaves pits or fears ; children have no 
convulfions/' Pylarini, the Venetian conful at Conftan- 
tinople, 1 7 14, fent to the royal fociety a more modcft 
account of the fame. ** I was not an eye- witnefs to all 
that I now relate ; inoculation Ibmetimes does not take 
place ; with (bme, in the glandulous parts and emunc- 
tories, abfcefles do arife after fome time.** Dr. Le Due, 
a native of Conftantinople, and who was himfelf inocu- 
lated, affurcd Dr. Jurin, that out of many thoufands, 
in the fpace of about forty years paft, who had T^een in- 
oculated in and about Conftantinople by one Greek wo- 
xnan, not fo much as one perfon had mifcarried. 

1 72 1, I lent thefe communications to Dr. Cotton 
Mather, a clergyman of Bofton ; being very credulous, 
that is, of great faith, when the fmall-pox appeared in 
Bofton, that he might have the imaginary honour of a 
new fanglcd notion, furreptitioufly without my know- 
ledge jtt a ra(h undaunted operator f to work, and by 
three praftitioners in town and country, about 286. were 
inoculated, whereof about one in forty-eight died in 
Bofton. 

Thefe communications were regarded in England, 
only as virtuofo amufements, until 1721, Mr. Maitland, 
a furgeon in the retinue of Sir Robert Sutton, the Bri- 
tifti ambaflador at Conftantinople, upon his arrival in 
London, from fome fcanty obfervations, but moftly from 



with 



-}* This andaanted operator imagined, that by going to London 
ith a qaackbill of his inoculation performances in New-England, 
he might acquire a fortune in London ; but io it happened, that void 
of common difcretion to couch his ignorance and filly mean a/lu- 
rancc, he returned to Bolton without being called upon to per- 
form any inoculation. 

hear- fay. 
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liftr-fay^ with the merveilleiiz of a traveller, brotdied 
fhift Dovei praAice, and a few vere inoculated with 
ficcefs $ which induced the royal family to think well 
of it, zn^hy way of experiment fonae condemned cri- 
fVliAals wq^ inoculated in Newgate with their own con- 
fsM. In JChe fpring following by dirc6tion of the prin- 
cefs of Wales, fix hofpital children, and fooo after five 
more bo(^ical children from set. 14 weeks to 20 
years o( age were inoculated ; fooie did not receive 
the infection » as having had it foroaerly, or from fome 
other impediment, but none died or '^fuffcrcd much : 
upon this encouragement, Mr. Amyand, ferjeant furgcon, 
was ordered to ingraft the fmall-pox on princefs Amelia* 
set. 1 1, and princefs Carolina^ set. 9, they had them fa- 
vourably I this encouraged the pradice ^ and from the 
accounts of Dr. Jurin, fecretary to the royal fociety (a 
great promoter of inoculation) in the firft three years, lyiiy 
1722, and 1723, of the praftice, in ail Great- Britain were 
inoculated 477 perfons, whereof nine are fufpe<5ted to 
have died, and as of tbefe twenty-nine did not receive 
the infe&ion ^this is one in fixtcen) the deaths were nine 
in 448, or two per cent, in this period of three years ; 
the principal inoculators in Elngland, were Dr. Nettle- 
ton in Yorkftiire eighty patients, Mr. Amyand, ferjeanl 
furgeon, fixty-two, Mr. Maitland eighty- five, &c. 

The firft promoters were fo incredibly marvellous in 
their accounts, as would have difcouraged any fober 
man to have attempted it, if the fubfcquent more mo- 
derate accounts of its fuccefs had not given a reafonabk 
encouragement. Timonius wrote, that of many thou- 
fanris inoculated in the fpace of eight years none died. 
Le Due writes, that in the fpace of about forty years, 
mut of many thoufands inoculated by one Greek wo- 
man in and about Conftantinople, not fo much as one 
pcrfon had mifcarried, as is before hinted. Mr. Mait- 
land in his printed account fays, *^ Dying is a cafe 
which never happened in ingrafting^ that the giving 
of the fmall-pox by inoculation never yet failed, nor 

ever 
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evtt can i no iiead-akes, thirft, inquietudes, and other 
ferer fymptoms, not one in a thoufand, the puftules 
never leave any pits behind them/' Dr. Brady of Portf- 
mouth writes, ^^ not one ever died of inoculation rightly 
^performed, it always is favourable.*' I>r. Harris fays, 
that ^^ inoculating is a certain rernedy againft the con* 
fluent kind.'* Mr. Colman, a clergyman, and principal 
promoter of the practice in Bofton of New- England, pub- 
lifhed, that " none die, no blains or boils follow the 

praftice."* Mr. B ton the firft operator, publifhed, 

" there is no truth in the reports of people dying und^r 
inoculation i" his accounts are fo abfurd they invalidate 
themfelves, and require no other animadverfion. — Other 
inoculators have publi(hed, the inoculated fmall-pox is 
always favourable, — nev^r infecting ; — fo fafe as to re- 
quire no phyfician ; — the puftules never exceed ten to a 
hundred^ and do not pit. f 

Dr. C. Mather, who firft fct up inoculation in Bofton, 
in his publiflicd rc^'ounts of it, ftiows what finall depen-* 
dence there is'upon weak authorities, *' fome cats^ '7^^^ 
in Burton, had a regular fmall-pox, and died of it." * 

During the fmall-pox, the pigeons and dunghill 

fowls did not Jay nor hatch. — He never knew bliftering 
iiiifs of la.jing life in the fmall-pox. — The patient is 
more healthy after inoculation, it is ufeful to women 
in child-bed, — ►it dries up tedious running ulcers, — 
makes the crazy confumptive people hearty,— rand rids 
people of their former maladies. || 

In 

f It woold be idle in me, formally to confute thefc unguarded 
ftffertions, daily experience evinces the contrary. 

* He had not diicretion fufiicient to obferve, that the fmall-pox 
is a contagious diftemper, peculiar to mankind, as is alfo the meafles, 
and plague ;^ that other animals have their peculiar epidemical or ma* 
lignant diftempera» murrain among neat cattle, rot among iheep, and 
the like : we inay alfo obferve, that fome fpecies of trees only arc 
fufceptible of peculiar blafts ; that male animals only imprgenate fe- 
. males of their own fpecies. 

H Dr. Berkley's tar- water is lately recom;nendcd in the fame man- 
ner 
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In ni^ng of medium cftimatcs^ we ought to take 
large numbers in a long feries of time, but not the 
rales of lingular families, where fome may fay that 
notorious circum dances were not avoided or attended to, 
fgch as pregnant women, child-bed women, old ne- 
groes, and the like ; we had a remarkable inllance in the 
inoculations of Bofton, 1 752, of five perfons in one family, 
Mr. Shcrburn*s inoculated by Mr. G — r * three died •, — 
ot 72 or 73 perfons inoculated 1721 in Roxbury and the 

adjacent country towns by Mr. B n, five died ; which 

is about one in fourteen. 

In fliort, the rifle feems to be only two to three per ct. 
and by the purging method, and fome prudential cau- 
tions, might be further reduced. 

I ait} at a lofs for the reafons, why inoculation hitherto 
IS nut much ufcd in our mother country, Great-Britain ; 
confiJering that it has with good fucccfs been praftifed 
in our colonies or plantations, particularly in Bodon, 
New- York, Philadelphia, and Charles- town of i>ouih- 
Carolina. 

The advantages of inoculation are, i. The choice 
of fuitable feafons. 2. A previous proper regimen. 
3. A laudable (this is the moil eligible) variolous pus 
or leaven. 4. We have no inftance of any who re- 
ceived the fmall'pox by inoculation, receiving the fmall- 
pox again. 5. By many trials for upwards of 30 years 
in the dominions of Great- Britain, it muft be acknow- 
ledged a more favourable manner of receiving the fmali- 
pox. 6. In a place of trade, it gives the fmall-pox a 
quick courfe, and the interruption of connmcrce Ihort; 
in the very general fmall-pox of Bofton 1752, the ti- 
ne r as t panacea : the principal advantage I foond in it, is, when 
d phyilcian is tired out with (bme tedious chronical cafe to turn the 
patient over to. the ufe of the bi(bop-s tar-water; valeat quantum 
vaJere poteft. 

* This, is not defigr^ed as a perfonal reHedion spon my friend 
Mr. G *....r, but to illudrate that iroculation i» very far from 
being a prcitrvative againil dc^th, as was alledged by fome of its 
proD)Otcrs. 

morous 
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fnorous fled from the fmall-pox begmning of April, and 
with the trade generally returned beginning ot Sep* 
tember. 

The difadvantages of inoculation^ whereof fome are 
obviated, i. inoculated deaths being criminal: the 
royal family by their example, have removed thi^ 
fufpicion. 2. Procuring of abortion to women with 
chiM, is a fin in foro divino, though connived at by 
us. 3. A fordid mercenary manner of perfuading child- 
bed women to receive the fmall-pox by inoculation^ 
upon pretext of clcanling : whereas the puerpera fr<rt 
in the circulating juices, is by this leaven increafed, 
colliquative purgings enfue, and finally death: I can 
adduce fome notorious inftances in Bofton. 4. The 
communicating f of perfonal or family chronical and con- 
(litutional diftcmpers to the inoculated (a man has or 
ought to have a proper regard for his progeny and fuc- 
ceeding generations) has been a confidcrable ftumbling 
block with me : on the other hand, from many trials 
in the fpace of upwards of thirty years praftice of irio- 
culating the fmall-pox in the Britifli dominions, no fuch 
communications have been obferved ; the itch itfelf, a 
notorious cutaneous diftemper, is not faid to have been 

-f Chronica] diileoipers have been received by cutaneoas or ex- 
ternal applications : wc have a notorioas inftance of this, foise |rcars 
iince in Cork of Ireland; a nurfe reputed for drawing of child bed 
women's brealh ; from a venereal ulcer under her tongue, infcdlei 
the nipples x)f her women ; thefe women in coition infe£led their 
hufbands, and the city became generally poxed. All conllitution diT- 
teinpers have iome idea or fcminium in every drop of oar jucies; the 
acute dillemper according to its nature foon fliews itfelf, the chronical 
ails ac^ imperceptibly and (lowly in the body ; the diflempers ex tra- 
duce, fometime^ intermit a generation or two, and again appear in 
fucceeding generations, fuch a^ the pfora of North- America, called a 
fait rheum, that is, a fcur\7, negro yaws» fcropholous diforders or 
king's evil, venereal difeafes, manias and other hereditar/ nervous 
diforders, arthritick or gouty ails, nephritick cafes, and the likc» 
which may occafion inquietudes in the minds of the inocvlated, and 
render them incapable of the greateft happmefs in lilr, mens fana in 
corporc fano. 

dius 



'414 A Summary, Hhtoiucal tod Polj^tical, kt. 

thus communicated : and if ^ftor a (hies of years or ge- 
nerations any fuch fears (boald beconie real, fuch diftsHC 
views cannot affedt much where the prefcnt relief or 
better chance are ki the cafe. 5. It fpreads infedion 
very quick, and endangers the neighbourhood not pFe** 
pared to receive it : this is one of the reafons that it 
is felony or criminal for a man to fet his own houfe on 
fire, becaufe it endangers the vicinity : it is a hardihip 
upon the publick, to oblige people abruptly to leave 
their habitations and bufinefs ; fome civil regulations 
fcem requifite to obviate fome difficulties which occur 
in this praftice. 6. It promotes the pradtice of P— 
fraudes, as bifhop Tillotfon in another cafe writes, that 
fome men had got a fcurvy trick of lying, in favour 
of what they impofed upon people as truth, as lately 
happened in the Bofton inoculations; upon an adual 
furvey it was found that in about 2000 inoculations, 
31 had died (others including fome difputed cafes, fay 
34) the promoters gave out 3500 inoculated, but gra- 
dually reduced the nunriber to 3000, and afterwards to 
2500, (i'ee the Bofton gazettes publiflied in June 1752) 
and at laft acquiefced in the aftual fcrutiny of about 
2109: in policy of infurance offices, this falfe repre- 
fentation would be reckoned an impofition, becaufe peo- 
ple who would ran a rifk at i per ct. may not run the 
fame rifk at 2 or 3 per ct. 

Virginia fettlements. 

At firfl there were only a few general patentees, but at 
prefent every freeholder may be reckoned a patentee. 

The government of Virginia pretend to attend tbcir 
fettlements fo far back weftward as the great lake Erie, 
and fome branches ot the Miffiifippi river, comprehend- 
ing an immenfe quantity of land unfculed ; and as their 
fettlements extend gradually towards the mountains, tbcy 
create new counties from time to time, for the conveni- 
ency of attending inferior courts of judicature. 

The 
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The frontier or furtheft back counties bemg^ of. gtui 
extenty no navigation, and not much ^foreign trade^ iiold 
quarterly county courts only ; til the others haTe^monthly 
courts ; there are variations from tithe to time 4 at diii 
time anno 1752, they are as follows. 



Brunfwick, 

Fairfax, 

Lunenburgh, 

Frederick, 

Albemarle, 

Augufla, 



Quarterly county courts. 

iLafl: Tuefdays in March, Jubc^ 
J September, December. 

Firll Tuef. in Jan. April, July, O&i 
1 Second Tuefdays^ in February^ May, 
3 Auguft, November. 

Fourth Tuefdays in laid months. 

Monthly county courts. 



[enrico, 1 

ichmond, >Fi 

/illiamfburg, J 



Firft Mondays in every month. 



Henri 

Richmond, 

Williamfburg, 

James city, 1 

Northumberland, ^ Second Mondays. 

Nanfemond, 

York, 

Prince William, 

Cumberland, 

Middlefex, 

Elizabeth city 

Spotfylvania, 

Prince George 
King and Queen, 
Northampton, 
Stafford, 
Eflcx, 

Gooch land, 
Princcfs Aimc, 
Surrey, 
Louifa, 



Third Mondays. 
I Fourth Mondays. 

Firft Tuefdafs. 



Second TuelUays. 



Third Tuefijays* 
Fourth Tuefdays* 



Weft. 
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Wdtmdrdand, 
Accomack, 
Charles city, 
Warwick 
Ifle of Wight, 
Hanover, 

New-Kent, 

Southampton, 

Norfolk, 

Culpepper, 

Gloucefter, 

Orange, 

Cheftcrfield, 

King George, 

Lancafter, 

Carolina, 

King "William, 

Amelia. 



{LaftTuefdays. 
Firft Wcdncfdays. 

►Firft Thurlciays. 



Second Thurfdays. 

Third Thurfdays. 

Fourth Thurfdays. 

Firft Fridays. 

Second Fridays. 

Third Fridays eacli xnont!). 



Thus the government is divided into forty- five coun- 
ties, whereof fix hold quarterly courts, and thiry-nine 
hold monthly courts; fee the proper article of Jegiflativc 
and executive courts. 

The country between James river and York river 
is the beft inhabited, cultivated, and produces the heft 
tobacco. 

Lunenburgh, their remoteft fettlement, Is about loo 
miles S. W. from Hanover ; Hanover is 60 miles from 
Williamfburg, the metropolis. 

The lands weft of the Virginia fettlements are claimed 
by the Six nations, called by the French Iroquois, and 
by the Britifh, Mohawks; they are alfo claimed by the 
fouthern Indians ; fee vol. I. p. 187 ; and by the French 
of Canada. The beft lands are above the falls of the 
rivers ; the firft falls of each river muft be the barcadiers 
for the back or inland countries, and in time become 
great towns or corporations. 



The end: 
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